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REPRESENTATIVE KATHLEEN McBRIDE, the chief sponsor, said
is an amendment to the Facility Siting Act onallng with geo-
thermal energy. She said there was a minor aPChcﬁeng on page 4,
line 13 where the word "delivered"™ should be "derived". The bill
excludes any geothermal facility that would produce less than

25 million BTU an hour or cost less than $250,000 from the need
of being reviewed under the Major Facility Siting Act. Thesa
facilities would still be covered by a number of water use

T

13aWs.

It wouvld ordinarily take more than this amount of heat par hour
to generate electricity to essentially produce steam which would
restrict this to more or less direct use. She said one thing she

FY‘CL

vanced to emphasize was that Lﬁough the bill

exemnpts these small
facilities if there is any question about exploration belng ex-
empied an amendment shoull Lc addc -~r¢ﬂorts are now required
nd these should continue to be given by those exploring.
KEITH ZRCWN, representiny self, said he had been working on gec—
thermal for the past year. He passed to the committes members (ex. 1}
some pages dealing with geothermal resources found in the state
that runs around 300° F which is low for gsnerating ejectricity,
g0 would be used wore for providing space heat for different
kinds 0f projects. About 150° F heat is needed to get the best '
space heating. There are four prOje”tS using geothermal ln
Montana, one of which is Warm Springs. He said he would 1]
£to =ee this type of dev elqgment encouraged as it releases hzgler
guelity fuel for cother things. An average zcocuse takes abouc
50,00C BTU an hour, and so the 25 MlLlLOH BTU could ccnceivably
heat 250 to 400 houses in a subdivision. If the subkdivision was
any larger it would have to come under the Facility Siting Act,
which he said is a gocd idea as we are concerned about the effects
of larcer installati.ns. He also compared the nu rS&IiQS*—it takes
about 8 million BTU an acre. To genera te electricity a field
thaet is high enough in heat produced would need to be located.

STEVE PERLMUTTER, Montana Energy Researcnh and Development Institute,
spoke in support. He said the Major Facility Siting Act deals
with major facilities and as the act is written it included any
use cf geothermal resources, no matter how small. So the reason
for this bill is to put on a lower limit to exclude the smaller
facilities, although not necessarily complztely excluding them
for if they gencrate power they would come under the Siting Act.
They would still report exploratory activities as they are regquirazd
to now and submit them to the DNR. Then if the geothermal pro-
' located on state lands it would have to get a state

iermal lease and there are various environmental protection
recalatic Tther acts that weuld apnly are the Water Use Acth.
Im drilling of a wazer well a water us2 would have to be applied ‘
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waste water eat weted and the watar may
be rzinserted nto the ground and come under the provisicn of

the Water Qua]i“y Control Act. Finally the Air Pollution Contrcl
Act would be used as there are sometimes emissions of hydrogen
sulfiide. So, he said, even though thev are removed from the
Siting Act there would still be a handle on these projects.

. DNR&C, said they fully support this tic
le in thelr enerygy division have worked up the
ve been used.
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Y 1n; +sey are not sure cutoflf needs
to e as we do not have any geotherma cing on in the
state 50 don't ¥now what the impacts wculd Le. They have Al
frem othar states, but there are differcnces in source of water
and trace elements, etc.

Rep. MeolRride closed on Housse Bill No. 605,
NATHE, District #1, the chief sponsocr, said
a landowner who has had land taken by eminent
1, ike for a reservoir, the right to the land un %o the pool
-s50 he c¢can water his cows in the reservoir or ouild a
by it

PAT SMITH, Northern Plains Resource Councill, said they support

TED DONEY, DNR, sald they support the bill, however they have one
minor problem and that is the way the bill is worded--up to th
maximum pool of the reservoir. They would prefer "by wmetes and
bounds." This is because the maxinuam level of'2r>r;bchwoir is
hard tao survey.

Ouestions were asked by the committen.
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Rep . Nathe closed by saying he was oppocsed to the wording "metes
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he Yellowstone basin. Tha I Zompany
an inter-hasin transizr. T coe
n was a legislative matter a:r e was the
islature this session to set up some hod to
le 10 of the Yellowstone Compact. Rep. Day read
said Mr. Ted Doney and his steff had drafted
al

d likec him to speak on it.

Or ROBERTS, Cov.:rnor's Office, spoke next in support & 5
ne reasons that will be stmted by Mr. Doney they support

TED DONEY, DIRE

C, sald under the curreni Compaci the legislature
would have to epprove the applicaticns, North Dakota has already
delegated its autt O”Lfy and Wycming al<¢o does it by way of its
legislature. This bill would delegate tana’'s authoritv to
the Bouard of Natural Rescurces In casa scmething comas a2p in
the interim somzbody should have the authority to work on the
zpplications. Use outside the state of Montana would not be
acthorized in tihis bill. hey are in support of the bill as it
1s preseantly drafted.

Les LOBLE, Intake Water Company, ?A.

copy ¢f his testimony and suggest:

part ¢f the minutes. He introduce’ ]
Bocdeckar and said ey would be g‘sd to try Lo answar
guoscions.

. WATERMAMN, Montana Rail
supperter and an amender. A CoOf
is exiibit 3 and part of the minu

PAT SHITH, NFRC, spoke next as an amander, alsc. He sald they
had sowme seriocus concerns about th1d extrenely lmporrtant bBill.

A copy of his tesuln0ny is exhibit 4 and part of the minutes.

He left copies of his suggested zmendments with the comuittee

and & copy of these is exhibit 5 and part of the minutes. As
testimony he also presented a letter from the Wibaux Area Council
which had been sent to mewmbers of the committee. A copy of this
letter 1s exhibit 6 and part of the minutes.

Questions were asked by the commitiee. In response

&/ sald he had not had ... opportunity to revs th2 amendg-
nonts of h“ other vwitnesses ac yet. Hap. Scully asked concernir
1 uld be use. in ;udgfﬂg an applicaticn; Mr.

dad 1t would bhe ma. : ¥ th the Water Usc
Act whicn has a provisics for | ions.  Rules
would b woted b] the part: nh Dakota
wWater is the one de!
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in <¢losing Rep. Day =zaid Ot
e low flow of the Yell one. eV 3 Legis-
lation that he felt would harm the users., The averajgse annual
flow is 8.8 million feect. During the June rise w2 can't Start
using all the flood waters at that time and perhaps a transier
could occur at that time. The water was divided between the
three states when they drew up the Compact. He had seen some
of the coal leases the Keneco Company has that overlap into
North Dakota and would caution this committee to take into
consideratiocn that if we are geing to use Montana water to be
sure w re going to get benefit from its use. He felt it wa

s
ough to set up the criteria to protect

e a &
e workable bill--flexible e
ter ta of Mcntana.

sers of the stsa

REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAM DAY, District #%4, the ohi sor,
said this is a State Land ent bill. He =zsk L=0o
Berry of the S t explain the He
added that he ips who repr ASARCO
ard they have in any way.

1

State Lands, discussed the bill. A copy of his test-
xhibit 7 and part of the minutes. He said -
..H..}_JPOI‘C this 111.

TUART, Montana Coal Council, said they support the bill.

surnett left to attend another mesting.

Representative Day closed after o few gquestions frem the
commitieoe,
EXBCUTIVE SESSICYH
HCUSE BILL 739 Rep. Cooney moved do pass. Motion carried unani-
mousiy with those present (absent woras Reps

Curtiss, Huennekens, Tholt and Burneti).

HOUSE BILL 605  Rep. Nat
that can
170 million. Rep. McBride

ted amending the amount of BTUs
ed to stay under the limit of
beliseve this should be done

o
C; ot

o

as she sald some adverse could occur at that level. 25 BTU
was a fairly reasonzbls n d sezmed to be a good starting
opoint. She would not be to raising it but like to
rave scne input from pecple who know more than she out 1t--
she did not want to excmpg all geothermal projects. ern was
pressed that State Nursery in Helena who uses ge 1 might
11 just beyond the limit. Rep. Spilker also exp this
onovoting
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JOUSE BILL 675 Rep. " e 5. Motion carriad.
Rep. o) ge ab s sne iiad not neard
the testlmony and absent were Curtiss, Thorfi and Burneth.

HOUSE BILL 694 Hold for the dav.
Rep. Scully moved that the committee bhill on the
sunset date of the nitarians do pass. An error

had been made on the bill so it had been roturned for corrections,

the date was to be 1981 instead of 12979. DMotion carried unaniwmously

with those present, absent were Reps. B

HOUSEZ BILL 160 Rep. Iverson moved do not »ass. Rep. McBride
made a scbstitute motion of tabling it. Rep
Scully moved a substitute motion for all motions pending to p

r

pone action until the 50th day. Rep. Huenneksns objected t 2
Rep. Scully withdrew his motion and action was taken on Rep. McEride
motion of tabling. This motion pas"ﬁ' with Reps. Keedy and Cooney
veoting NO. Absent were Reps. Burnett and Thoft. l
HOUSE BILL 535 Rep. Johnsteon moved do pass. Ms. Schmid: was

asks=d concerning an amendment by the bill's
sponsor. She said sre did not have a copy but the gist of it wa: I
that it would be a new section cn page 3, section 2, znd would
permit thoe DHNR to loan to somebody to generate power. Hep.
Johnston moved the amendment be adopted. Mr. Doney on being acgked q
said this is a clarifying amendment they agrec on. Rep. Shelden
said this amendment would authorize the DNR to lease to somebody
vho could

G

genorate power. DMotion car _led unanimously with thos
vresent (absent were Reps. Thoft and t

[
)

Action was t

en taken on the motion to pass as
amended and

roll :111 vote was taken. The

h
2
motion carried with 8 xotirg HNO, 9 voting YES, and 2 ware absent.
Those votinc NO were: Regs. Cooney H“rper, fuennekens, Koedy,
Kesaler, Mcdride, Metcalf, and Sheld
HOUSEL BILL 583 Rep. Harpexr moved 4o not pass. Rep. Hessler also

stated he had problems with the bill. Re

here could be some real dangers with this piece of le
1ly felt there was a need and wondered if there were

on dealing with this. There is a Sena

r - ’
den l

fomt

other pieces of legislati = o
Bill Mo. 4d4. Rep. Scully moved that House Bill 583 be tabled.
This weticen passed with Rep. Huennckens voting NO and Reps. Thorlt
and Durnett were & sent.

HOUSE JOINT RESOLU _ION 26 Rep. Iverson moved do pass. Rep. Harper

vad a substitute motion of do not
3

e

o
2. Rep. Quilic! rose in opnositi 0 the substitute noticn.
said 1% ne thouw at this resolution in ny way 1ld haro the
- Fewon Ver vo! or i ; ne




reyulations were & bit ridi Rep
+ith what Rep. Donaldson 1s ¢ Ling 1k,

13 working at cleaning up its act and mavie
go forth encouraging them te continuc.

his motion and left. Rep. Iverson's moti
with Reps. McBride and Cooney voting NO
and Harper were absent.

The meeting adjourned at 2:07 p.m.






