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HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE PROCEEDIMGS,

A Human Services COMMITTES MEETING WAS HELd Femrussy 14, 1075, 1y
HE CAPITOL ANNEX RCOM7#2 . THE MEETING WAS CALLED T5 ORDER BY
CHAIRMAN Houmes AT 12:30, AND ALL MEMBERS WERE PRESENT EXCEPT FOR

REP, HEMSTAD.

HOUSE BILL #196 -~ SPOMSOR: Rep. Hoarp ELLls, DisTricT #93, STATED
THAT THE INTENT OF HIS BILL IS_TO ASSURE CONHTINUED EXISTENCE OF THE"
DIVISION OF VISUAL SERVICES. [T CURRENTLY EXISTS BY ADMINISTRATIVE
RULE ONLY. THE DIVISION RECEIVES A SHARE OF THE STATE AND FEDERAL
FUNDS. THIS BILL DOESN'T MAKE ANY SUBSTANTIAL CHANGES IN [TS MAKE-
UP, IT ONLY GIVES THE DIVISION RULE MAKING POWER I0 MAXIMIZE ITS
EFFECTIVENESS. PROPONENTS: Rep. James Scuultz, BisTrRicT 243,
STATED THAT HIS CONSTITUTENTS HAVE HPQKtD WITH THE DIVISION AND
THEY ARE LIKE A FRATERNITY. HE WHOLEHEARTEDLY SUPPORTED THIS BILL.
MotLy CLASS, SPEAKING IN BEHALF OF JONY BAILEY, STATE PRESIDENT OF
THE  MoNTANA ASSOCIATION FOR THE BLIND, REPRESENTING OVER 250 MEM-
BERS WHICH HAVE ADOPTED RESOLUTIONS URGING THE BOARD OF urDECTORs
qAIN*Azm VISUAL SERVICES' SEPARATE IDENTITY. Hs. SHARON CROMIN,
AELEMA RESIDENT AND PREVIOUS ADMINI:STRATOR FOR VISUAL SERVICES HAS
WORKED WITH THE PROGRAM FROM 'ITS BE:INNING IN -937. SHE STATED
HISTORY OF THE VISUAL SERVICES DIV:@ZION AS HAVI G HAD A VERY
QUESTIONABLE LIFE., ALTHOUGH ITS K.J A HARD LIFZ, iT HAS BEEN ONE
OF THE BEST AND FASTEST GROWING PROGRAMS. | HE BLIHD HAVE BEEN
UNITED AND HAVE GIVEN IT THEIR FULL SUPPORT. SHE WENT INTQ_THE
HISTORY OF THE VISUAL SERVICES DIVISION WHEN [T BEGAN IN 1037 WITH
THE PuBLICc WELFARE ACT WHICH ALLOCATED $30 PER MOHTH FOR THE BLIND
TO LIVE ON., THE LION'S CLUB, REALIZING THE PROBLEM OF A LACK OF
REHABILITATION, STARTED THE 40NTANA COMMISSICON FOR THE BLIND. [HEY
HEQF GIVEN NO APPROPRIATION. IN 1940 THEY RECEIVED $1,50Q In
1983 THEY WERE PLACED IN THE STATE DEPARTHMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE
AND IN 1352 DECIDED SUPERVISION SHOULD GO TO ALL 53 COUNTIES. IT
WAS DISASTROUS, THOUGH. IN 1954 FEDERAL LECTSLATION MADE (T A RE-
QUIREMENT THAT THE DEPARTMENT SHOULD HAVE A SIVISioN. In 1972 1T
wAs MOVED OVER TO THE DEPARTMENT OF SoCIAL AnND REHABILITATION,
SERVICES AND HAS BEEN UNDER ADMINISTRATIVE RULE EVER SINCE. [RS,
FROCTOR, SECRETARY TO THE MONTANA ASSOCIATION FOR THE BLIND STATED
THAT THEIR GROUP NEEDS STABILITY. [|HEY HAVE PUT TOGETHER PROGRAMS
NOW WHERE NEWLY BLINDED PEOPLE CAN BE REHABILITATER AND ARE ABLE
TO HELP OTHER NEWLY BLINDED. PHYLIS HOMKA, BLIND MEMBER, STATED
THAT PART OF THEIR SERVICE TO HER WAS TO GET HERSELF TO ACCEPT THE
FACT THAT SHE WAS BLIND, SHE NOW WORKS AS A COUNSELOR IN 2/
COUNTIES, [HEY HAVE FOUND THAT SIGHTED COUNSELORS HAVE A PROBLEM
UNDERSTANDING THE NEEDS OF THE BLIND; SO THEREFORE THEY USE ALOT
OF BLIND COUNS _ORS, WHICH GIVES THEM SA;ICFy;wf WORK AT WELL AS
BETTER SERVICE TO THE NEWLY BLINDED. BRECAUSE oF THE UN-
USUAL COOPERAT ON OF THE DIVISION OF V[bUAI SfPVIrFS AUD THE MonNTANA
ASSOCIATION FC7 THE BLIND, THEY WERE ASKED TO COME TO HeW YORY TO
A NATIONAL CO'ENTION TO DISCUSS THE WAY [N WHICH THEY [MPLEMENTED
THEIR PROGRAMI SO WELL. UR. RosER LEWIS, OPTOMETRIST FOR FIVE YEARS,
STATED THAT ML IS [N FAVOR OF MAINTAINING THIS SERVICE, BECAUSE THE ‘
DIVISIUN'S EMPLOYEES ARE UNIQUE IN THAT NOT ONLY DG THEY WANT T
“RE, AND ARE HIGHLY TRAINED, BUT THEY REALLY CARE, 1HE SE
OED WOULDN'T BE AS GOOD IF THEY WERE SCALED DOWN. K
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SERVICES PROGRAM IN MONTANA AS AN EXCELLENT ©

AODEL 0 FOL-
LaW, IR, HAVKSN MATSON, A PREVIOUS MANAGER OF SAFEWAY UNTiL HE LOST
HIS SIGHT SAID THAT, "THE VISUAL SERVICES AND [TONTANA ASouF!ATI(J FOR

N

THE thmo WORKING TOGETHER COUNCELING HIM TAUGHT ME HOW TO LIVE BLIND.
THEY HELPED ME TO THINK RATHER OF wHAT [ COULD STILL DO, RATHER THAN
wHAT T couLbn’'T DO, My LIFE WAS A CLOSED BOOK BEFORE THE TWO GROUPS
CAME TO MY AID. d0W [ HAVE A NEW CHAPTER [N MY LIFE PLEASE GIVE
SPPORT TO HOUSE UILL #1960 To HELP THE BLIND OF TOMTANA REGAIN AND
MAINTAIN A PRGDUCTIVE ROLF IN SOCIETY.” 115, Kosgmary ZioW, REPRE-

SENTING TUE MONTANA ASSOCIATION FOR THE BLIND GAVE INFORMATION FROM
VARICUS STATES SHOWING THAT SEPARATE SERVICES FOR THE BLIND ARE
BEST. [F SERVICES ARE COMRI Nru, THEY GENSRALLY TEND TO BE AROUT
JALF AS EFFECTIVE.,  QPPONENTS: Ms.o JupITH CaRLsON, Deeuty DIrecToOR

OF THE DEPA PIMEVT OF buCIAL AND REHAB I‘I]ATLON OERVICES EXPLATINED
THAT BY LEGISLATIVELY MANDATING THE GROUP'S EXISTENCE AND THEIR
FUNDING, IT COULD CUT OTHER GROUPS 0OUT. OTHEn STATES THAT DO HAVE
S "PARATE BLIND AGENCIES RECEIVE MUCH LESS THAN 125 OF THE T4TAL
FEDURAL FUNDS FOR VOCATIOMAL RtiﬂPI ITATION, AN ADVISORY COUNCIL
AND A ﬂ'VIQIOf FOR THE VISUALLY AKDI &;’FD THAT 1S PROVILED FOR
THIS BILL IS ALREADY IN EXISTCNCE PHIZ_SHOULD NOT BE A LEGAL
QUIREMENT BECAUSE IT COULD CONSTRAIN T“x VEPARTMENT FROM MAKING
ISTORS BN THE EVENT THAT OTHER NEEDS AnD SERVICES BECOME MORE
SSING.  [HEY FEEL THAT THIS IS U? NECESJAIY LEGISLATION SINCE
ALREADY BEING DONE.

SE BILL #3472 -- SPONSOR:  Rep, Howazp ErLirs, DistricT ﬁB
41S BILL IS ALREADY ON THE BOGKS TO GRANT PREFERENCE
BUT THERE NEEDS TO BE RULEMAKING AUTHORITY GIVEN 70
UIDELINES TO FOLLOW. 15, Susan eru; /ALISDELL STAT
(L HAS BEEN INTRODUCED TO ESTABLISH RULEMAKXING AUTHO
HICH WERE PASSED In 1953, PLtAQL GIVE House DBror 242,
RECOMMENDATION SO THAT GRANTING OF CONCE“ ONS CAN BE M-
I Ms. ROSEMARY ZI0N EXPLAINED TH rRAL RANDOLPH
AND MONTANA'S VERSION OF TH L RANDOLPH SHEPPARD
“H _CURRENTLY GIVES NO ONE RESPONSIBILI R PROCEDURES TO
Yi.  EVERYONE AGREES THAT THIS LAW 15 NOT WORKING CURRENTLY
CAUSE OF A LACK OF RULEMAKING AUTHORITY ? i
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VISION WANTS TO HAVE IT ENFORCED. OPPOP
WNER OF A VENDING COMPANY, ASKED THE QUES
ENDER SUPPLY MACHINES AND GIVE THE REVENUE
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THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN:

Rep, FABREGA MADE THE MOTION TO 6IVvEe House Pirt No. 166 4 oo rassS
£D,  |HIS MOTION CARRIED WITH A UNANIMOUS VOTE.
Rep, FABREGA MADE THE MOTION TO GIVE Houst PriiL U7 8 DD PASS

AS AMINDED, FHK MOTITON CARRIED WITH A UNARINOUS






