
S t a t e  of Montana 
46th ~ e g i s l a t i v e  Sess ion  

Education Committee 

Minutes of  Meeting 

A meet ing of t h e  Education committee of t h e  House o f  Represen ta t ives  
was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  11:30 a.m. on  Wednesday, February 1 4 ,  1 9 7 9  
i n  Room 3 o f  t h e  C a p i t o l  Annex by Chhirman Pe te r  J. G i l l i g a n .  

The r o l l  was t aken  and shows a l l  committee members p r e s e n t .  

The purpose  o f  t h e  meeting was t o  hea r  House B i l l s  35, 1 9 1 ,  458, 459, 
525, 635, House J o i n t  Reso lu t ions  5  and 32. . -  

Chairman G i l l i g a n  t o l d  t h e  committee t h a t  t h e  ~ e a r i n g  on House B i l l  35 
would be  re-opened t o  prov ide  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  wishing 
t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  t h e  committee who were unable  t o  do so p rev ious ly .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Robbins, sponsor of t h e  b i l l ,  in t roduced  t h e  
fo l lowing  w i t n e s s e s  t o  t h e  committee. 

Opponents o f  House B i l l  35 ( an  a c t  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  l i b r a r y  
p r o v i d e s  b a s i c  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  t o  f r e e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s )  were: 

J . D .  Holmes, Montana I n s t i t u t e  of  t h e  A r t s  Foundaton, Helena, M t .  - 
M r .  Holmes spoke b r e i f l y  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l l .  (See E x h i b i t  1) 

Alma S. Jacobs ,  S t a t e  L i b r a r i a n ,  Montana S t a t e  L ib ra ry ,  930 E.  Lyndale 
Ave., Helena,  M t .  - M s .  J acobs  s t a t e d ,  "For t h e  p a s t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s ,  
L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s  and Cons t ruc t ion  A c t  g r a n t  money has  gone t o  f e d e r a t i o n  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  l i b r a r i e s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  and t o  
a s s i s t  them i n  p rov id ing  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  u se r . .  . I t  would 
be a c o l o s s a l  wast  of p u b l i c  funds  t o  change d i r e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  
of  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t . "  (See E x h i b i t  2  f o r  compleke 
w r i t t e n  t e s t imony)  

Alene Cooper, Coord ina tor  of L ib ra ry  Development, Montana S t a t e  L ib ra ry ,  
930 E.  Lyndale Ave., Helena, M t .  - "Of t h e  twelve c o u n t i e s  t h a t  do n o t  
belong t o  f e d e r a t i o n s ,  s i x  c o u n t i e s  do n o t  p rov ide  any t a x  suppor t  
f o r  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e .  Of t h e  o t h e r s ,  many provide  o n l y  a  smal l  amount 
of s u p p o r t  - f a r  less than  t h e  t h r e e  m i l l s  a l l owab le  by law. Undoubtedly, 
suppor t  f a r  HB 35 comes from t h e s e  a r e a s ,  which a r e  making o n l y  a 
minimal e f f o r t  t o  p rov ide  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e i r  r e s i d e n t s . "  
(See E x h i b i t  3  f o r  complete  w r i t t e n  tes t imony)  

Beth Givens,  529 Thi rd ,  Helena, M t .  (Montana S t a t e  L ib ra ry ,  c o o r d i n a t o r  
f o r  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s )  - "HB 35 would c r e a t e  t h e  impetus f o r  a  c e n t r a l i z e d  
l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e .  Th i s ,  i n  my mind, would n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  m e e t  t h e  
needs o f  Montana Library  u s e r s .  Nor would it be t h e  most e f f i c i e n t  
way t o  d e l i v e r  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  t o  a popu la t ion  which i s  widely 

. . d i s p e r s e d  and whose r e q u e s t s  f o r  in format ion  a r e  o f  a broad d i v e r s i t y .  " 
(See E x h i b i t  4 f o r  complete w r i t t e n  tes t imony)  
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S r .  Joeann  D a i l y ,  709 E .  T h i r d ,  Anaconda, M t .  :..- (Represen t ing  t h e  
Montana I n s t i t u t e  of t h e  A r t s / A r t s  Advocacy) - S i s t e r  D a i l y  t o l d  
t h e  commit tee  s h e  f e l t  HB 35 would, " p l a c e  u n r e a l i s t i c  demands o n  

, t h e  s t a t e  l i b r a r y  system and  undermine t h e  f e d e r a t i o n  system' ' .  
(See  E x h i b i t  5 )  

The commit tee  was a l lowed t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  h e a r i n g  
o n  House B i l l  35 was c l o s e d .  

Chairman G i l l i g a n  asked R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D u s s a u l t  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  
commit tee  House J o i n t  ~ e s o l u t i o n  5  ( a  r e s o l u t i o n  u r g i n g  t h e  House 
A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  Committee and S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  and Claims Committee t o  
a c t  f a v o r a b l y  upon r e q u e s t s  t o  a l l o c a t e  c o a l  t a x  s e v e r e n c e  f u n d s  
t o  c u l t u r a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  p r o j e c t s )  . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D u s s a u l t  
a s k e d  the .conanittee to Table  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  because  a  s i m i l a r  b i l l  
had been  i n t r o d u c e d .  ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D u s s a u l t  asked t h a t  i f  p e r s o n s  
had come t o  t h e  h e a r i n g  t o  t e s t i f y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  
t h e y  be a l l o w e d  t o  do s o .  

P r o p o n e n t s  o f  H J R  5 were: 

J . D .  Holmes, Montana I n s t i t u t e  o f  t h e  Arts Foundat ion ,  Helena,  M t .  - 
M r .  H o l m e s  b r e i f l y  t o l d  t h e  ~ o m m i t t e e  h e  would s u p p o r t  e i t h e r  t h e  
b i l l  i n t r o d u c e d  o r  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  

S i s t e r  J o e a n n  D a i l y ,  709 E. T h i r d ,  Anaconda, M t .  - (Represen t ing  t h e  
Montana I n s t i t u t e  of t h e  A r t s / A r t s  Advocacy) S i s t e r  D a i l y  gave  h e r  
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  concep t  o f  e i t h e r  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o r  t h e  b i l l .  

The c o m m i t t e e  was a l lowed  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  h e a r i n g  
o n  House J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  5 was c l o s e d .  

Chairman G i l l i g a n  asked R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D u s s a u l t  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  
commit tee  House B i l l  1 9 1 ( a n  a c t  t o  p r o v i d e  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  
t h e  Montana U n i v e r s i t y  System) . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D u s s a u l t  t o l d  t h e  
commit tee  t h i s  b i l 1 , i t  s eems ,has  t o  b e  p a s s e d  a s  a  mandate from t h e  
p u b l i c  w i t h  t h e  overwhelming passage o f  t h e  6 m i l l  l e v y  (Referendum 7 5 )  
i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  i n  November 1978. 

P roponen t s  o f  t h e  b i l l  were: 

C u r t  Johnson ,  1008 1 1 t h  Ave, # 6 ,  Helena ,  M t .  - ( R e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
Montana S t u d e n t  Lobby) M r .  Johnson s t a t e d ,  "The Montana S t u d e n t  Lobby 
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  c o a l i t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t  i n t e r e s t  a t  t h e  s i x  u n i t s  o f  t h e  
Montana U n i v e r s i t y  System, which i n c l u d e s  some 24,000 i n d i v i d u a l s .  
... What w e  a r e  h e r e  t o d a y  f o r  is  mere ly  t o  f o l l o w  th rough  on  o u r  
s u p p o r t  f o r  Reverendurn No. 75 .  W e  u r g e  your.! a d o p t i o n  o f  House B i l l  1 9 1  
and recommend a  "do p a s s " .  (For  comple te  w r i t t e n  t e s t imony ,  See  
E x h i b i t  6 )  

B i l l  Bronson, 2480 E .  Broadway, Apt. 13  C, Helena,  M t .  - ( A s s o c i a t e d  
S t u d e n t s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Nontana)  - "The s t r o n g  endorsement o f  
Referendum 75 by t h e  peopLe o f  Montana t h i s  p a s t  November s u g g e s t s  
a n  e q u a l l y  s t r o n g  endorsement  o f  HB 1 9 1  by t h i s  commit tee ."  ( S e e  
E x h i b i t  7 )  
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There were no opponents of House B i l l  1 9 1  p r e s e n t .  The committee w a s  ' al lowed t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  hea r ing  was c losed .  

Chairman G i l  l i g a n  r eques t ed  Represen ta t ive  Yardley t o  e x p l a i n  t o  
t h e  committee House B i l l  525  ( an  a c t  t o  r e q u i r e  non-public s choo l s  
t o  be r e g i s t e r e d  wi th  t h e  Supe r in t enden t  o f  Pub l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  
and t h e  County Supe r in t enden t  of  Schools  i n  t h e  county i n  which t h e  
non-public school  i s  l o c a t e d . .  . )  . Represen ta t ive  Yardley t o l d  t h e  
committee t h i s  b i l l  had been in t roduced  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of t h e  Montana 
C a t h o l i c  Conference,  and in t roduced  t h e  fo l lowing  proponents  of  t h e  
b i l l .  

Proponents  o f  t h e  b i l l  were: 

John Frankino ,  D i r e c t o r ,  Montana C a t h o l i c  Conference, Helena, M t .  - 
Mr. Frankino  s t a t e d ,  "We are not  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  opposed t o  r e g i s t e r i n g  
and i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of our  s c h o o l s .  I n  f a c t  t h e  s t a t e  
has  a lways known t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  o u r  s choo l s .  W e  a c c e p t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  s t a t e  may have c e r t a i n  r i g h t s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  p u b l i c  we l f a re ,  
t o  recommend some b a s i c  minimum c u r r i c u l a r  s t a n d a r d s .  We do f e e l ,  
however, t h a t  t h e  ve ry  r i g h t  -of e x i s t a n c e  of  r e s p o n s i b l e  p r i v a t e  s choo l s  
would be n u l l i f i e d  i f  t h e  s t a t e  requi rements  a t tempted  t o  f o r c e  
non-public s choo l s  t o  be ' i d e n t i c a l '  w i t h  p u b l i c  s choo l s  ( p a r t n e r s  
i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  of  Montana youth i s  one thing---twins i s  something 
e l s e )  . (See E x h i b i t  8  f o r  complete w r i t t e n  tes t imony)  

-,. -. Alve Thomas, Deputy Supe r in t enden t ,  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Super in tendent  of 
Pub l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Helena, M t .  - M r .  Thomas s t a t e d ,  "The p r o v i s i o n s  
of t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  h e l p  bo th  p r i v a t e  and p u b l i c  schools .  We b e l i e v e  
t h a t  p a r e n t s  have t h e  r i g h t  and t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  send t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  t o  s choo l s  of t h e i r  c h o i s e  and t h i s  b i l l  does  no t  i n f r i n g e  
upon t h a t  p r i v i l e g e .  Many s t u d e n t s  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  s choo l s  
and back t o  t h e  p u b l i c  s choo l s  and t h e  p u b l i c  s choo l s  should know 
where t h e  s choo l  i s  l o c a t e d  and i f  t h e  b a s i c  educa t ion  program i s  
being m e t  and where i n  t h e  program t h e  s t u d e n t  should be p l aced . "  
(For  complete  w r i t t e n  tes t imony,  See E x h i b i t  9 )  

Leonard S a r g e n t ,  501 N.  Sanders ,  Helena, M t .  (Represent ing t h e  Montana 
School Boards A s s o c i a t i a n )  "The c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and s t a t u t o r y  requi rements  
f o r  a guaran teed  b a s i c  e d u c a t i o n a l  program i s  a l r e a d y  inp lace  and a r e  
f u r t h e r  c l a r i f i e d  by t h e  S t a t e  Board of  P u b l i c  Education.  There i s  
no doub t  t h a t  t h e  " s t a t e "  has an  inves tment  i n  an educated populace.  
This  b i l l  w i l l  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  Super in tendent  and County Super- 
i n t e n d e n t  w i l l  have a  r eco rd  of t h o s e  non-public s choo l s  which do oper -  
a t e  i n  Montana. I p e r s o n a l l y  am a  s t r o n  advoca te  of a l t e r n a t i v e  educ- 
a t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  t h e r e  is some a s su rance  t h a t  a l l  c h i l d r e n  a r e  r e c e i v i n g  
b a s i c  i n s t r u c t i o n .  Beyond t h a t ,  o t h e r  o f f e r i n g s  o f  t h e  school  are 
n e i t h e r  any of my b u s i n e s s  o r  my concern.  The purpose of t h i s  b i l l - i s  
backed th rough  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  MSBA, passed  Nov. 1978."  
(For complete  w r i t t e n  tes t imony,  See E x h i b i t  1 0 )  

Rick Reese, A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  Board, S t a t e  .Board o f  Education,  Board 

.* 

of P u b l i c  Educat ion,  33 S.  L a s t  Chance Gulch, Helena, M t .  - 
M r .  Reese t o l d  t h e  committee he f e e l s  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  merely h e l p  
t h e  Board o f  Pub l i c   ducati ion know where and how many c h i l d r e n  t h e r e  
a r e  i n  p r i v a t e  s choo l s .  He urged t h e  committee t o  suppor t  t h e  b i l l .  
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Opponents o f  House B i l l  525 were: 

f 
Rev. R i c h a r d  A .  Dion, P a s t o r ,  F a i r v i e w  B a p t i s t  Church, G r e a t  F a l l s ,  M t .  - 
( p r i n c i p a l ,  T r e a s u r e  S t a t e  Academy, G r e a t  F a l l s ,  M t .  & P r e s i d e n t  
Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  of  C h r i s t i a n  S c h o o l s . ) -  Rev. Dion s t a t e d ,  "The 
b a s i c  q u e s t i o n  i s  what w i l l  happen t o  m e  i f  I d o n ' t  r e g i s t e r  my s c h o o l ?  
My c i h l d r e n  w i l l  be  t r u a n t ,  p a r e n t s  w i l l  go t o  j a i l ,  o r  I a s  P a s t o r ,  
I c a n  b e  h e l d  i n  comtempt f o r  runn ing  a  n o n - r e g i s t e r e d  s c h o o l .  What 
d i f f e r e n c e  d o e s  it make i f  you u s e  t h e  t e r m  l i c e n s i n g  o r  r e g i s t e r i n g  - 
t h e y  mean t h e  same t h i n g  ... T h i s  i s  a  c o n v i c t i o n  which w e  c a n n o t  
compromise. I n  t h e  s p i r i t  of  John Bunyan, I would b e  w i l l i n g  t o  r o t  
i n  p r i s o n  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  my l i f e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t a k e  a  l i c e n s e  o r  
r e g i s t e r  my s c h o o l  w i t h  t h e  ~ i s t r i c t  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  a s  p a r t  o f  my 
Church m i n i s t r y .  W e  a l l  remember P a t r i c  H e n r y ' s  s t a t e m e n t ,  "Give 
m e  l i b e r t y  o r  g i v e  m e  d e a t h " .  But few remember on  what o c c a s i o n  t h i s  
s t a t e m e n t  w a s  made. H e  had s e e n  a  p r e a c h e r  f l o g g e d  f o r  r e f u s i n g  
t o  t a k e  a  l i c e n s e .   his p r e a c h e r  d i e d  a  few days  l a t e r  from t h e  
b e a t i n g .  W e  humbly beg you t o  v o t e  a g a i n s t  House B i l l  525. W e  
do n o t  want  t o  go t o  c o u r t  w i t h  t h i s  i s s u e . "  (For  comple te  w r i t t e n  
t e s t i m o n y ,  See E x h i b i t  11) 

B i l l  L a n c a s t e r ,  112 T h i r d ,  C h t e a u ,  M t .  - ( R e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Teton 
C h r i s t i a n  S c h o o l )  - M r .  L a n c a s t e r  s t a t e d ,  "I am opposed t o  t h e  
b i l l  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y . "  (See  E x h i b i t  1 2 )  

M r s .  Ramona Dumpert, 539 Thomsen Ave., D i l l o n ,  M t .  - M s .  Dumpert 
s t a t e d ,  "The B i l l  o f  R i g h t s ,  which o u r  Founding F a t h e r s  i n s i s t e d  

-.- be a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  b e f o r e  t h e y  - - 
- 1  would r a t i f y  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  p l a i n l y  s a y s  t h a t  no l e g i s l a t i v e  

body c a n  make a  l a w  t h a t  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  t h e  f r e e  e x e r c i s e  o f  my 
r e l i g i o n .  My r e l i g i o n  and f a i t h  s a y  t h a t  it i s  wrong f o r  t h e  
s t a t e  t o  l i c e n s e  my church .  I n  f r e e l y  e x e r c i s i n g  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  
c o n v i c t i o n  o f  i n d o c t r i n a t i n g  my c h i l d r e n  f u l l y  i n  my f a i t h ,  I 
now f a c e  i n c a r c e r a t i o n  because  some would e n t a n g l e  government w i t h  
my r e l i g i o n  i n  a non-compelling a r e a .  . . W e  make no t h r e a t s .  W e  a r e  n o t  
a n a c r c h i s t s .  W e  w i l l  do  what o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s  have always done - STAND! 
W e  w i l l  s t a n d  NOT w i t h  a  r a i s e d  c l i n c h e d  f i s t ,  NOT w i t h  a  b e l i g e r a n t  
scowl ,  NOT w i t h  a  h e a r t  of h a t r e d  f o r  law enforcement  o f f i c i a l s .  
But r a t h e r  w e  w i l l  s t a n d  w i t h  h a t  i n  hand, w i t h  head bowed, w i t h  
t e a r s  o n  o u r  c h e e k s ,  w i t h  q u i v e r i n g  p l e a s  i n  o u r  v o i c e s  f o r  mency. 
I beg you,  I beseech  you, p l e a s e  i n  God 's  name do n o t  f o r c e  u s  i n t o  
t h i s  c o r n e r .  W e  want t o  obey a l l  o f  your laws.  W e  want t o  be  t h e  
b e s t  o f  your  c i t i z e n s .  DO n o t  f o r c e  u s  t o  choose  between obey ing  God 
o r  bad  l e g i s l a t i o n . . .  W e  MUST obey ourlGod!" (For comple te  w r i t t e n  
t e s t i m o n y ,  See  E x h i b i t  1 3 )  

J a y  Wilson,  309 E .  G a r f i e l d ,  Bozeman, M t .  - ( R e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana 
- A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t i a n  Schoo l s  - Bozeman C h r i s t i a n  Church) 

M r .  Wi lson t o l d  t h e  commit tee ,  "HB 525 i s  t r y i n g  t o  r e d e f i n e  "compel l ing  
i n t e r e s t "  t o  e x t e n d  beyond f i r e ,  h e a l t h ,  and s a f e t y .  H e  f e e l s  t h a t  
"HB 525 i s  t r y i n g  t o  e x t e n d  "compel l ing  i n t e r e s t "  t o  i n c l u d e  "minimum 
c u r r i c u l u m  s t a n d a ~ d s "  , assuming c h i l d r e n  i n  a n o n - r e g i s t e r e d ,  
non-publ ic  s c h o o l  are s u f f e r i n g  " i r r e p a r a b l e  harm". M r .  Wilson went 

:, - on t o  s t a t e ,  "HB 525  would: 1) e x t e n d  t h e  s t a t 8 ' s  compe l l ing  i n t e r e s t .  
- beyond t h a t  a l lowed  by t h e  U.S. C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  2)  r e q u i r e  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

r e g u l a t i o n  o f  one  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  m i n i s t r y ;  and 3 )  s t e p  between 
God and t h e  l o c a l  c h u r c h ,  f o r c i n g  many c o n g r e g a t i o n s  t o  "obey God 
r a t h e r  t h a n  man. I' (See E x h i b i t  1 4 ,  f o r  comple te  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y )  
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E a r l  B .  Wise, A c c e l e r a t e d  C h r i s t i a n  E d u c a t i o n  C o n s u l t a n t  f o r  Montana, 
2227 S t i l l w a t e r  D r .  , B i l l i n g s ,  M t .  ( S e c r e t a r y ,  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  
of  C h r i s t i a n  S c h o o l s )  - M r .  Wise s t a t e d ,  "The c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  o f  
s e p a r a t i o n  o f  c h u r c h  and s t a t e  i s  b e i n g  v i o l a t e d  by HB 525. W e  a r e  
g u a r a n t e e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  e x e r c i s e  our  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  t h e  d i c t a t e s  o f  o u r  c o n s c i e n c e s  and w e  must  have o u r  s c h o o l s  i n  
o r d e r  t o  do t h i s  ... I t  is  f o o l i s h  f o r  HB 525 t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h e  
l i g h t  o f  t h e  s c o r e s  o f  c a s e s  t h a t  a r e  p r o v i n g  laws s u c h  a s  t h i s  one  
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  For  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a t e ,  and t h e  
freedome a n d  independence  t h a t  h a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  u s ,  t h i s  b i l l  must 
be  r e j e c t e d .  You w i l l  b r i n g  many o f  u s  i n  d i r e c t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  
l i f e - l o n g  d e c i s i o n s  i f  you e n a c t  t h i s  b i l l .  I am c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  
you w i l l  r e jec t  t h i s  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  ha rmfu l  and u n n e c e s s a r y  p i e c e  
cf l e g i s l a t i o n . "  (See  E x h i b i t  1 5 ,  f o r  comple te  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y )  

Ralph Bouma, Box 1154,Choteau,  M t .  - ( ~ e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Gospel Miss ion)  
M r .  Bourna a s k e d  t h e  commit tee ,  "How does  t h e  U.S. C o n s t i t u t i o n  
a l l o w  s u c h  a  b o l d  f a c e  a t t a c h  by t h e  S t a t e  Board of Educa t ion ,  a s  t o  
t h i n k  it s h o u l d  s e t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  c h u r c h  s c h o o l s ? "  (See E x h i b i t  
1 6 ,  f o r  c o m p l e t e  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y )  

Tes t imony which was s u b m i t t e d  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  committee (See  E x h i b i t s  
17-27) b e c a u s e  t i m e  l i m i t e d  o r a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  a t t a c h e d .  The 
commimttee w a s  a l l o w e d  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  h e a r i n g  o n  
House B i l l  525  w a s  c l o s e d .  

Chairman G i l l i g a n  r e q u e s t e d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Keyser  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  
committee House B i l l  458 ( a n  a c t  t o  p r o v i d e  t h a t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  
t r u s t e e s  who do n o t  m e e t  o n  a  r e g u l a r  monthly  b a s i s  a r e  t o  a p p r o v e  
t h e  m i n u t e s  o f  each  mee t ing  a t  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g ) .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Keyser t o l d  t h e  committee t h i s  b i l l  would e l i m i n a t e  t h e  need f o r  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  t r u s t e e s  t o  meet o n l y  t o  approve  t h e  minu tes  o f  t h e  
l a s t  m e e t i n g .  

P r o p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  b i l l  w e r e :  

Leonard S a r g e n t ,  Montana Schoo l  Boards A s s o c i a t i o n ,  501 N .  S a n d e r s ,  
Helena ,  M t .  - M r .  S a r g e n t  s t a t e d ,  " T h i s  b i l l  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  t a k e  c a r e  
of a  "Catch 2 2 "  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  l a w  which r e q u i r e s  a scho.01 
board  t o  m e e t  e v e r y  month whe the r  it needs  t o  o r  n o t ,  and p o s s i b l y  
o n l y  t o  a p p r o v e  minu tes  o f  a  p r e v i o u s  m e e t i n g . "  (For comple te  w r i t t e n  
t e s t i m o n y ,  S e e  E x h i b i t  2 8 ) .  

P h i l  Campbel l ,  Montana Educa t ion  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1232 E .  S i x t h  Ave., 
Helena ,  M t .  - M r .  Campbell t o l d  t h e  commit tee  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
s u p p o r t s  t h e  b i l l .  

There w e r e  no opponen t s  t o  t h e  b i l l  p r e s e n t .  The committee w a s  a l lowed  
t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  a n d  t h e  h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C u r t i s s  was r e q u e s t e d  by Chairman G i l l i g a n  t o  e x p l a i n  
t o  t h e  commi t t ee  House B i l l  459 ( a n  a c t  t o  a l l o w  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  a  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  t o  set  t h e  t i m e  and p l a c e  o f  t h e  f i n a l  budget  meet ing  
h e l d  a n n u a l l y  o n  t h e  4 t h  Monday o f  J u l y ) .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C u r t i s s  
t o l d  t h e  commit tee  t h i s  b i l l  would a l l o w  t h e  t r u s t e e s  t o  s c h e d u l e  t h e  
m e e t i n g  a t  a  p l a c e  and t i m e  c o n v e n i e n t  t o  needs  and s c h e d u l e s  o f  
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t h e  Board. 

P r o p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  b i l l  were: 

Leonard S a r g e n t ,  Montana School  Boards A s s o c i a t i o n ,  501 N. S a n d e r s ,  
Helena ,  M t .  - M r .  S a r g e n t  t o l d  t h e  commit tee ,  "Th i s  i s  a s i m p l e  
b i l l  c o r r e c t i n g  a n  o v e r s i g h t  from 1977 s e s s i o n  when County Commissioners 
were removed from t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  b u d g e t i n g  p r o c e s s .  The 10:OO a.m. 
mee t ing  t i m e  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  budge t  h e a r i n g  i n  J u l y  e x i s t e d  f o r  t h e  
conven ience  o f  t h e  Commissioners.  I t  c e r t a i n l y  i s  n o t  c o n v e n i e n t  
f o r  s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s . "  ( F o r  comple te  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y ,  See  E x h i b i t  29)  

There were no opponents  o f  t h e  b i l l  p r e s e n t .  The committee was 
a l lowed  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d .  

Chairman G i l l i g a n  r e q u e s t e d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E u d a i l y  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  
t h e  commit tee  House B i l l  6 3 5  ( a n  a c t  t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  p u r c h a s e r s  o f  
s c h o o l  b u s e s  f o r  purposes  o t h e r  t h a n  u s e  a s  s c h o o l  b u s e s  must  
removed a l l  i d e n t i f y i n g  markings  b e f o r e  t h e  bus  may be r e g i s t e r e d ) .  

P r o p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  b i l l  were: 

T e r r y  F. Brown, P u p i l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o n s u l t a n t ,  Off ice o f  P u b l i c  
I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Helena,  M t .  - Y r .  Brown s t a t e d ,  "There a r e  many used  
y e l l o w  s c h o o l  b u s e s  on o u r  highways today  t h a t  a r e  p r i v a t e l y  o r  
c h u r c h  owned. Some o f  t h e s e  used  buses  s t i l l  have t h e  words " s c h o o l  
bus" p r i n t e d  on them and some s t i l l  have t h e  warning l i g h t  sys tem 
i n  t a c t .  Most a r e  s t i l l  t h e  "chrome ye l low"  c o l o r .  These b u s e s  

'x pose  problems i n  s a f e l y  t r a n s p o r t i n g  o u r  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n . .  . W e  want -.... 
a l l  p e o p l e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  whenever t h e y  see a s topped  ye l low b u s  
t h a t  c h i l d r e n  may be nea r  and e i t h e r  b e i n g  loaded  o r  unloaded.  W e  
want m o t o r i s t s  c o n d i t i o n e d  t o  u s e  ext reme c a u t i o n  i n  t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s . "  
( F o r  c o m s l e t e  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y ,  See E x h i b i t  30) 

Bud G a r r i c k ,  Montana Highway P a t r o l ,  Missou la ,  M t .  - M r .  G a r r i c k  
r e i t e r a t e d  M r .  Brown's t e s t i m o n y .  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  (See  E x h i b i t  31) 

E a r l  W i s e ,  2 2 2 7  S t i l l w a t e r  D r . ,  B i l l i n g s  B a p t i s t  Temple, B i l l i n g s ,  M t . -  
M r .  W i s e  t o l d  t h e  committee,  " I f  t h i s  a p p l i e s  o n l y  t o  t h e  name o f  t h e  
s c h o o l ,  " s c h o o l  b u s " ,  d i s t r i c t  numbers, t h e n  okay.  I f  it g o e s  
f u r t h e r  a s  t o  c o l o r ,  I am opposed.  " (See  E x h i b i t  3 2 )  

Rev. B . D .  Smi the rn ,  1921 S. Jackson ,  B u t t e ,  M t .  - Rev. Smithern  s t a t e d ,  
" I f  t h i s  means o u r  buses  must  b e  r e p a i n t e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  u s e  them, I am 
opposed.  I f  i t ' s  i n t e n t  is  t o  cover-remove o r  change " s c h o o l  b u s "  - 
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  o r  o t h e r  n e c e s s a r y  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  
b u s e s ,  o  .k .  I oppose r e q u i r i n g  r e - p a i n t i n g .  " (See  E x h i b i t  3 3 )  . 

There were  no f u r t h e r  w i t n e s s e s .  The committee was a l lowed  t o  q u e s t i o n  
t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  h e a r i n g  on House B i l l  6 3 5  was c l o s e d .  

Chairman G i l l i g a n  asked R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E u d a i l y  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  
committee House J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  3 2  ( a  r e s o l u t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  s t a t e  
o f  Montana t h a t  t h e  committee on p r i o r i t i e s  g i v e  h i g h  p r i o r i t y  t o  a  
s t u d y  and r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  l aws  r e l a t i n g  t o  s c h o o l  e l e c t i o n s ) .  
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E u d a i l y  t o l d  t h e  committee t h a t  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  was 

v' 
i n t r o d u c e d  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  e l e c t i o n  l a w s .  

There  were no o p p o n e n t s  o f  p r o p o n e n t s  of t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  p r e s e n t .  The 
commit tee  was a l l o w e d  t o  q u e s t i o n  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Euda i ly .  The 
h e a r i n g  o n  HJR 3 2  w a s  c l o s e d .  

The m e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  a t  2:30 p . m .  

M J W  




