
The House Committee on Highways and T r a n s p c r t a t i o n  convened on 
F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  1979,  a t  1 2 :  30 p.m., i n  roon  2C o f  t h e  C a p i t a l  Pti~nex 
w i t h  Chairman E a e t h  p r e s i d i n g  and f i f t e e n  members p r e s e n t  (iiep. 
Fabrega  was a b s e n t )  t o  h e a r  t e s t i m o n y  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b i l l s :  

SENATE BILL 9 8  SENATOR FRANK HAZELBM,ER, i l i s t r ic t  4 1 ,  t h e  b i l l ' s  
c h i e f  s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  t h i - s  b i l l  was a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  

o f  t h e  A t t o r n e y  Genera l .  H e  s a i d  t h e  b i l l  a l l o w s  a  y o u n g s t e r  who 
h a s  t a k e n  d r i v e r ' s  t r a i n i n g  t o  g e t  a  p e r m i t  t o  u s e  u n t i l  h e  is  
o l d  enough t o  g e t  a  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e .  

BUD GARRICK, Highway P a t r o l ,  spoke i n  s u p p o r t .  H e  r e p e a t e d  t h i s  
would a l l o w  a  y o u n g s t e r  who h a s  completed t h e  d r i v e r ' s  e d u c a t i o n  
c o u r s e  b u t  i s  n o t  y e t  f i f t e e n  t o  g e t  a d d i t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e  t o  
improve s k i l l s  a s  l o n g  a s  h e  i s  d r i v i n g  w i t h  a  l i c e n s e d  p a r e n t  
o r  g u a r d i a n .  

CURT HAHN,  Off  i c e  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  spoke i n  s u p p o r t .  H e  
s a i d  he hoped t h e  commit tee  would g i v e  a  do p a s s  t o  t h e  b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  H a z e l b a k e r  c l o s e d  and  t h e  committee a s k e d  a few q u e s t i o n s .  
I t  was b r o u g h t  o u t  t h a t  a  y o u n g s t e r  must b e  f i f t e e n  w i t h i n  s i x  
months o f  c o m p l e t i n g  d r i v e r ' s  e d u c a t i o n  i n s t r u c t i o n .  

SENATE BILL 154 REPRESENTATIVE ED LIEN c a r r i e d  t h e  b i l l  for 
SENATOR MANNING,  t h e  c h i e f  s p o n s o r ,  who was 

u n a b l e  tc  b e  p r e s e n t .  Rep. Lien  s a i d  t h i s  i s  s t r i c t l y  a  c l a r i f i -  
c a t i o n  b i l l .  He a s k e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o p o n e n t  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  
b i l l .  

LARRY MAJERUS, Motor V e h i c l e  D i v i s i o n ,  s a i d  i n  t h e  r e c o d i f i c a t i o n  
p r o c e s s  t h e  powers o f  t h e  p a t r o l  c h i e f  became u n c l e a r  and  t h i s  
b i l l  makes t h e  i n t e n t  c l e a r ,  H e  s a i d  t h e  p a t r o l  c h i e f  n e e d s  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  fire a s  needed and t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t s .  

HOUSE B I L L  554 REPRESENTATIVE EUGENE DONALDSON, D i s t r i c t  2 9 ,  
t h e  c h i e f  s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  t h e r e  i s  a  p rob lem w i t h  

some judges  g i v i n g  p rob lem d r i v e r s  back t h e i r  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  a h a r d s h i p  c a s e  and s o  p u t t i n g  p e o p l e  back on 
t h e  r o a d  t h a t  a r e  a nenace  t o  o t h e r s .  

DUANE TOOLEY, Montana Highway P a t r o l ,  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  i s  an answer 
t o  a  p rob lem t h a t  h a s  c ropped  up since t h e  l a s t  s e s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  
d r i v e r "  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a c t .  H e  s a i d  h e  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  problem 
was d e l i b e r a t e ,  b u t  h e  s a i d  some p e o p l e  have b e e n  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e i r  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  program t h a t  do  n o t  b e l o n g  t h e r e .  H e  s a i d  some 
h a b i t u a l  o f f e n d e r s  can  b e  a  r e a l  d a n g e r  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  may n o t  
y e t  have  l e a r n e d  t h e i r  l e s s o n - - t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  must b e  h a d  b e f o r e  
t h e y  can  p r o f i t  from t h e  d r i v e r ' s  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  t r a i n i n g .  
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HOUSE BILL 5 4 4  Rep. T r o p i l a  moved do pass .  I t  was dec ided  t o  
w a i t  on f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  on t h i s  b i l l .  

HOUSE BILL 3 2 6  The amendments were passed  o u t  ( e x h i b i t  1 o f  
minu te s ) .  Rep. Keyser moved amendiient number 1 

be adopted.  Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  present--Rep. 
Fabrega,  a b s e n t .  Rep. Keyser moved amendment number 2 and i t ,  
t o o ,  was adopted  unanimously. He moved amendment number 3 and 
it was adopted  manimously;  l i kewise  w i t h  amendments number 4 
and number 5 .  Rep. Keyser moved t h e  b i l l  a s  amended do p a s s .  
Rep. Lien s a i d  t h e  amendments h e l p  b u t  he  s t i l l  d o e s n ' t  l i k e  t h e  
b i l l .  H e  s a i d  we can '  t s i t  and mandate t h a t  somebody c a n ' t  cover  
up t h e i r  r e a r  windows. Rep. Kanduch ques t ioned  how t h i s  would 
a f  f e c t  c u r t a i n e d  windows--answer was it would be  i l l e g a l .  Rep. 
Cooney s a i d  he agreed  w i t h  Rep. Lien t h a t  we cou ld  be c a u s i n g  some 
r s a i  t r o u b l e  wi th  t h i s  b i l l .  M r .  Tooley responded t o  a q u e s t i o n  
t h a t  it i s  a requi rement  of  t h e  law t h a t  t h e r e  be an o u t s i d e  m i r r o r ,  
b u t  it does n o t  s p e c i f y  two. H e  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  broadens t h a t  a  
l i t t l e  b i t .  The q u e s t i o n  was c a l l e d  and a r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  t a k e n .  
The n o t i o n  f a i l e d  w i t h  9 v o t i n g  no and 6 yes  ( E m s t ,  Feda, Keyser,  
Kropp, Meyer, Wood) and Rep. Fabrega absen t .  R e p .  Uhde t h e n  moved 
t h e  b i l l  do n o t  p a s s  a s  amended. Rep. T r o p i l a  moved t h e  v o t e  be 
r e v e r s e d .  Motion c a r r i e d .  House B i l l  5 4 4  r e c e i v e s  a committee 
recoinmendation of do n o t  p a s s  a s  amended. 

HOUSE EILL 380 Rep. Magone, chairman o f  t h e  subcommittee on t h i s  4, b i l l ,  d i s cus sed  t h e  amendments t h e  subcommittee haa  
p repa red ,  e x h i b i t  2 o f  t h e  minutes .  Rep. Magone moved t h e  adopt ion  
of  t h e  amendments. Th i s  motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. Rep. Magone 
moved t h a t  HB 380 do pas s  a s  amended. Motion c a r r i e d  w i t h  Rep. 
Meyer having l e f t  a  r e q u e s t  t o  vo te  f o r  t h e  b i l l  ( he  had l e f t ) ;  v o t i n g  
no were Reps. F r a t e s  and Keyser and absen t  was Rep. Fabrega.  

HOUSE BILL 5 4 4  Chairman Baeth asked t h e  committee t o  c o n t i n u e  
t h e i r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  t h i s  b i l l .  Q u e s t i o n  was 

called on Rep. T r o p i l a ' s  former motion of  do pass. The motion 
c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  (Reps. Fabrega and Meyer 
a b s e n t ) .  

Chairman Baeth s a i d  he  had been r eques t ed  t o  sponsor  a committee 
b i l l .  He s a i d  t h e  r e q u e s t  came from an employee a t  a  we igh t  s t a t i o n .  
The employee wished s i n c e  he needed t o  wear a uniform t o  b e  per-  
m i t t e d  t o  c a r r y  a gun. The r e q u e s t  had been t u r n e d  down by t h e  
At torney  General .  The r e q u e s t  was t o  change t h e  law by means o f  a 
committee b i l l .  Rep. Lien mentioned t h e  workers  a t  t h e  we igh t  
s t a t i o n  do have a c c e s s  t o  t h e  p a t r o l  by r a d i o .  Rep. Cooney asked 
what i s  t h e  reason f o r  want ing t h e  gun. Chairman Baeth s a i d  he 
unders tood they  have t o  t a k e  gun t r a i n i n g  b u t  are n o t  a l lowed t o  
c a r r y  a qun.  Rep. Keyser s a i d  i f  someone f a i l s  t o  s t o p  a t  a  weight  
s t a t i o n  they  c a l l  t h e  highway p a t r o l .  A f t e r  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  it 
was dec ided  n o t  t o  do anyth ing  about  t h i s .  

Meeting ad journed  a t  1:20 p.m. 

WILLIPA R. BAETH, Chairman 




