
S t a t e  of  Montana 
46th  L e g i s l a t i v e  S e s s i o n  

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Minutes  o f  Meeting 

A mee t ing  o f  t h e  Educat ion  Committee o f  t h e  House of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  12:OO p.m. i n  Room 5 o f  t h e  C a p i t o l  Annex 
on  Monday February  1 2 ,  1979 by Chairman P e t e r  J. G i l l i g a n .  

The r o l l  w a s  t a k e n  and shows R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Oberg, Yard ley  and 
Teague excused .  A l l  o t h e r  committee members w e r e  p r e s e n t .  

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  meet ing  was t o  h e a r  House B i l l s  35, 239, 2 4 0 ,  
480, 485, 516, 537, and 624. 

Chairman G i l l i g a n  r e q u e s t e d  ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H e r s h e l  Robbins t o  
e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  committee House B i l l  35 ( a n  a c t  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
S t a t e  L i b r a r y  p r o v i d e s  b a s i c  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  t o  f r e e  p u b l i c  
l i b r a r i e s )  . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Robhins t o l d  t h e  committee t h e r e  i s  
a  f i s c a l  n o t e  accompanyiSg t h e  b i l l  and t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t  
of  t h e  p roposed  l e g i s l a t i o n  from t h e  S t a t e  Genera l  Fund would 
be  $320,000 i n  F i s c a l  Year 1980 and $339,200 i n  F i s c a l  Year 1981. 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Robbins e x p l a i n e d  t h e  m a j o r  p o i n t s  of t h e  b i l l  
t o  t h e  commit tee .  

There  w e r e  no opponents  o r  p r o p o n e n t s  o f  HB 35 p r e s e n t .  The 
commit tee  w a s  a l lowed t o  q u e s t i o n  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Robbins and t h e  
h e a r i n g  w a s  c l o s e d .  

House B i l l  485 (an  a c t  t o  g e n e r a l l y  r e v i c e  a n d  c l a r i f y  s e c t i o n  
20-9-312, MCA, r e l a t i n g  t o  s p e c i a l  f u n d i n g  f o r  s e v e n t h  and e i g h t h  
g r a d e  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s )  was e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e  commit tee  by 
R o b e r t  S t o c k t o n ,  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  Department  o f  F i n a n c i a l  
S e r v i c e s ,  Off ice of  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  
a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lund who sponsored  t h e  b i l l .  
M r .  S t o c k t o n  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  would a l l o w  t h e  ANB c a l c u l a t e d  
f o r  g r a d e s  7 and 8 t o  be  funded a t  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  r a t e  p rov ided  
t h e  s c h o o l  m e e t s  t h e ' s t a n d a r d s  f o r  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  of  a  m i d d l e  
s c h o o l .  (See  E x h i b i t  1) 

P r o p o n e n t s  o f  HB 485 w e r e :  

Vince  H i g g i n s ,  Sun R i v e r ,  M t .  - M r .  ~ i g g i n s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
Sims High School  spoke b r e i f l y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  

Bob Laumeyer, Boulder  P u b l i c  Schoo l s ,  B o u l d e r ,  M t .  - M r .  Laurneyer 
u r g e d  t h e  committee t o  p a s s  t h i s  b i l l ,  however,  he s t a t e d  t h e r e  
i s  no r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h i s  b i l l  and t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  Boulder  
S c h o o l s .  

Leonard S a r g e n t ,  Montana Schoo l  Boards A s s o c i a t i o n ,  501 N. S a n d e r s ,  
I 

Helena ,  M t .  - M r .  S a r g e n t  s t a t e d  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  
b i l l  f o r  t h e  same r e a s o n s  g i v e n .  
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There w e r e  no opponents  o f  House B i l l  485  p r e s e n t .  The commit tee  
was a l l o w e d  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and  t h e  h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d .  

House B i l l  516(an  a c t  t o  a u t h o r i z e  a  r e v o l v i n g  fund i n  t h e  O f f i c e  
of  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  r e s o u c e s  and 
a s s e s s m e n t )  was e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e  commit tee  by M r .  Rober t  S t o c k t o n ,  
~ d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  Department  o f  F i n a n c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  O f f i c e  o f  
t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lund, c h i e f  sponsor  o f  t h e  b i l l .  M r .  S t o c k t o n  
e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e  committee t h i s  b i l l  would e s t a b l i s h  a  r e v o l v i n g  
fund w i t h i n  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  ~ i v i s i o n  o f  
Resources  and Assessment; and f u n d s  d e r i v e d  f rom t h e  s a l e  o f  educ-  
a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  o r  s e r v i c e s  p rov ided  by t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Resources  
and Assessment  muld be d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  f u n d .  

P roponen t s  of  HB 516 were: 

Wil l iam C o n n e t t ,  Resources and Assessment  Manager, Department  o f  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  S e r v i c e s ,  Off i c e  of t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of P u b l i c  
I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Helena, M t .  - M r .  C o n n e t t  r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  p o i n t s  
made by M r .  S tock ton  o f  OPI, and urged t h e  p a s s a g e  of t h e  b i l l .  (Ex.  2 

There  w e r e  no oppanents  o f  HB 516 p r e s e n t .  The committee was 
a l l o w e d  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d .  

Chairman G i l l i g a n  r e q u e s t e d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P i s t o r i a  t o  e x p l a i n  
t o  t h e  committee House B i l l  480 ( a n  a c t  t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  
e x a c t  p u r p o s e  o f  a  proposed s c h o o l  bond b e  made known t o  t h e  
v o t e r s  b e f o r e  a  schoo l  bond e l e c t i o n ;  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  t h e  t r u s t e e s '  
r e s o l u t i o n  o r  t h e  v a l i d a t e d  p e t i t i o n  c a l l i n g  a  schoo l  e l e c t i o n  
be  p u b l i s h e d  t w i c e ,  amending s e c t i o n s  20-9-422 and 20-9-423, M C A ) .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P i s t o r i a  t o l d  t h e  commit tee  t h i s  b i l l  was i n t r o d u c e d  
b e c a u s e  it r e q u i r e s  more i n f o r m a t i o n  when a s c h o o l  board  a d o p t s  
a  bond i s s u e .  

P roponen t s  o f  HB 480 w e r e :  

Chad Smi th ,  Montana School  Boards A s s o c a t i o n ,  Helena,  M t .  - 
M r .  Smith proposed a n  amendment t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  b i l l ,  and u r g e d  
p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l .  

There  w e r e  no opponents  o f  t h e  b i l l  p r e s e n t .  The committee was 
a l lowed  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s ,  and t h e  h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Wil l iams was r e q u e s t e d  by Chairman G i l l i g a n  t o  
e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  committee House B i l l  537 ( a n  a c t  t o  p r o v i d e  
a d d i t i o n a l  fund ing  f o r  secondary  v o c a t i o n a l  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  
programs t h r o u g h  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  program, amending s e c t i o n  20-9-313, 
MCA) . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Wi l l i ams  t o l d  t h e  commit tee  t h i s  b i l l  
would h e l p  w i t h  fund ing  f o r  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  programs which 
on t h e  a v e r a g e  c o s t  more t h a n  g e n e r a l  academic  programs.  

P roponen t s  o f  House B i l l  5 3 7  w e r e :  

L a r r y  C.  Key, E d .  D . ,  D i rec tor /Adrn in i s t ra tor ,  Department o f  
V o c a t i o n a l  and Occupa t iona l  S e r v i c e s ,  Off ice o f  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
of  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Helena ,  M t .  - D r .  Key s t a t e d ,  "House b i l l  537 
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i s  a  v e r y  s h o r t  and s i m p l e  b i l l ,  b u t  w i t h  i t s  a p p r o v a l  o r  d i s a p p r o v a l  
r i d e s  t h e  f u t u r e  of  secondary  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a t e  
o f  Montana. P r e s e n t l y  t h e r e  a r e  20,000 p l u s  secondary  s t u d e n t s  
e n r o l l e d  i n  v o c a t i o n a l  programs t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  and t h e  s t a t e  
and f e d e r a l  v o c a t i o n a l  f u n d s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  s t u d e n t s  
i s  $311,165 o r  $15.50 p e r  s t u d e n t .  With a n  a v e r a g e  c l a s s  
s i z e  o f  1 5  s t u d e n t s ,  t h i s  means t h a t  a  f u l l  y e a r ' s  program i n  
s e c o n d a r y  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  c o u l d  e x p e c t  $232.50 re imbursement  
from v o c a t i o n a l  f u n d s ,  b o t h  s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  f o r  F Y  79 . . . .  I f  t h e  
s t a t e  o f  Montana does  n o t  h e l p  t h e  l o c a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  
some o f  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t s  f o r  secondary  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  
t h e n  w e  w i l l  a l l  s e e  a c o n t i n u e d  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  number of  secondary  
v o c a t i o n a l  programs a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  o u r  s t a t e  p l u s  
a  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h o s e  programs t h a t  c o n t i n u e  t o  
o p e r a t e  o n  l o c a l  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  f u n d s .  " ( F o r  comple te  w r i t t e n  
t e s t i m o n y ,  See  E x h i b i t  3 )  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  James 31. S c h u l t z ,  1210 7 t h  Ave. N . ,  Lewistown, iq t .  - 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S c h u l t z  r e i t e r a t e d  p o i n t s  made by D r .  Key i n  t h e  
above t e s t i m o n y  and urged p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l .  

Mike Cavey, 337 W. Cen t ra l ,  Missou la ,  M t .  ( R e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana 
V o c a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r e  Teachers  A s s o c i a t i o n )  - M r .  Cavey s t a t e d ,  
"Speaking a b o u t  my own s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  w e  a r e  i n  a n  u rban  a r e a .  
Our s t u d e n t s  have a  d e s i r e  f o r  a  c a r e e r  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  b u t  no 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  background. I n  o r d e r  f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s  t o  compete 
i n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  job m a r k e t ,  t h e y  must  g a i n  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  
t h r o u g h  o u r  program t h a t  farm r a i s e d  y o u n g s t e r s  g e t  a t  home, a s  
w e l l  a s  t o  keep up w i t h  them i n  t h e i r  Vo-Ag t r a i n i n g .  W e  
must  u s e  a l a n d  l a b o r a t o r y  t o  g i v e  s t u d e n t s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  a n i m a l  
p r o d u c t i o n ,  c r o p  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  h o r t i c u l t u r e .  Our e x p e n s e s  have  
been  much h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  a v e r a g e  o f  o t h e r  programs i n  o u r  s c h o o l .  
A s  b u d g e t s  become t i g h t e r ,  it w i l l  be  more d i f f i c u l t  f o r  u s  t o  fund 
o u r  programs a d e q u a t e l y .  HB 537 p r o v i d e s  a  r e a s o n a b l e  sys tem 
o f  v o c a t i o n a l  f u n c i n g  f o r  o u r  d i s t r i c t .  " ( F o r  comple te  
w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y , S e e  E x h i b i t  4 )  

Linda K ,  McGregor, 113 N .  Br idge  S t . ,   win B r i d g e s ,  X t .  - ( R e p r e s e n t i :  
t h e  Twin B r i d g e s  Home ~ c o n o m i c s  Depar tment)  M s .  McGregor t o l d  
t h e  commi t t ee ,  "The weighted  ANB f o r  v o c a t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  i s  v i t a l  
f o r  t h e  m a i n t i n i n g  of v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  and consumer-homemaking 
programs i n  Montana. These f u n d s  w i l l  make it p o s s i b l e  f o r  s m a l l  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t o  o f f e r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c o u r s e s  which g i v e  t h e  
s t u d e n t  i n  a  s m a l l e r  s c h o o l  an  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  a t  j o b  
t r a i n i n g  m o r e  comparable t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  i n  l a r g e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s . "  
(For  c o m p l e t e  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y ,  See  E x h i b i t  5 )  

Laurence  F.  Kre in ,  B u s i n e s s  Teacher ,  B u s i n e s s  and Off ice  ducati ion, 
Schoo l  D i s t r i c t  No. 30, Lake County, Ronan, M t .  - "Enactment  o f  
House B i l l  537 would be a  s t e p  i n  t h e  p r o p e r  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  v o c a t i o n a l  
e d u c a t i o n .  A s  i l l u s t r a t e d  on t h e  a t t a c h e d  p a g e s  t h e  b a s i c  
C o s t s  o f  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  p e r  s t u d e n t  i s  $317.56 v e r s u s  $136.23 
f o r  a  s t u d e n t  i n  a  Math o r i e n t e d  c u r r i c u l u m .  The t o t a l  o u t l a y  o f  
f u n d s  f o r  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  i s  v e r y  h i g h  compared t o  t h e  r e i m -  
bursement  f o r  1978-79." (For  comple te  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y ,  See  Ex. 6 )  
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Norm M i l l i k i n ,  Head, B u s i n e s s ,  O f f i c e ,  & D i s t r i b u t i v e  E d u c a t i o n ,  
and P r e s i d e n t ,  Montana D i s t r i b u t i v e  Educa t ion  P e r s o n n e l  (MADEP) , 
School  of  B u s i n e s s ,  MSU, Bozeman, M t .  - M r .  M i l l i k i n  s t a t e d ,  " . . . I t  
would seem t h a t  t h e  . b i l l  i s  w e l l  c o n c e i v e d ,  p l a c e s  t h e  f u n d s  
where t h e  need i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t ,  t r e a t s  b o t h  s m a l l  and l a r g e  s c h o o l s  
e q u i t a b l y ,  and being t i e d  t o  t h e  ANB System would be r e l a t i v e l y  
e a s y  t o  implement and c o n t r o l . "  (For  comple te  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y ,  
See E x h i b i t  7 )  

Lu the r  Lalum, 404 S o l b e r g ,  K a l i s p e l l ,  M t .  - ( R e p r e s e n t i n g  F l a t h e a d  
High School  V o c a t i o n a l  Department)  - "With f e d e r a l  f u n d s  b e i n g  
reduced  and d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  pos t - secondary  programs i n  Montana, 
w e  a r e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a  h a r d s h i p  t o  m a i n t a i n  sound and mean ingfu l  
v o c a t i o n a l  programs.  May I encourage  you t o  recommend and promote 
t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  House  ill 537.   his p a s s a g e  w i l l  a s s i s t  u s  i n  
m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  committment t h a t  h a s  been made by d i s t r i c t s  i n  
secondary  v o c a t i o n a l  programs i n  Montana. " ( F o r  comple te  w r i t t e n  
t e s t i m o n y ,  See  Exhb i t  8 )  

B i l l  Koenig, S t a t e  F u t u r e  Farmers  of  America S e c r e t a r y ,  K a l i s p e l l ,  M t .  
M r .  Koenig s t a t e d ,  " I ,  B i l l  Koenig, wish  t o  v o i c e  s u p p o r t  f o r  HB 5 3 7  
i n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  o v e r  6,000 members o f  v o c a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z -  
a t i o n s  i n  Montana. These o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e :  F u t u r e  Farmers o f  
America, F u t u r e  Homemakers o f  America, V o c a t i o n a l  I n d u s t r i a l  C lubs  
of America, D i s t r i b u t i v e  Educa t ion  Clubs  o f  America, and t h e  O f f i c e  
Educaton A s s o c i a t i o n . .  .These v o c a t i o n a l  y o u t h  g r o u p s  p r o v i d e  t h e s e  
s t u d e n t s  w i t h  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e v e l o p  l e a d e r s h i p ,  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  
c o - o p e r a t i o n ,  and e x p e r i e n c e  i n  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  b a s i c  
t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  job s k i l l s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  employment. 
Through t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s t u d e n t s  become a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  
t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s . "  (For  comple te  w r i t t e n  t e s t imony ,  see 
E x h i b i t  9 )  

Rober t  A. Aspholm, Montwa Counc i l  of Loca l  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  of  
V o c a t i o n a l  a ducat ion, Anaconda, M t .  - M r .  Aspholm t o l d  t h e  commit tee ,  
" T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime i n  my t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  t e n u r e  a s  a  t e a c h e r  
o f  I n d u s t r i a l  A r t s  and V o c a t i o n a l   ducati ion t h a t  a  mechanism w i l l  
be  p r o v i d e d  f o r  fund ing  and a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e s e  programs.  
The Montana Counc i l  o f  Local  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o f  Secondary V o c a t i o n a l  
Educa t ion  f i n d  t h i s  b k l l  f a i r  and e q u i t a b l e  and c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
t h e  Montana Foundation Study Committee recommendat i o n s .  " 
(See  E x h i b i t  1 0 )  

H a r r i e t t  Meloy, Cha i rpe r son  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Board o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n ,  
Helena, M t .  - M s .  Meloy t o l d  t h e  commit tee ,  "At  i t s  November 
mee t ing  t h e  Board took  a c t i o n  t o  e n d o r s e  a  " s t u d e n t  u n i t  we igh ted"  
formula  u n d e r  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  program f o r  s e c o n d a r y  v o c a t i o n a l  
e d u c a t i o n  f u n d i n g  ... The Board t h e r e f o r e  f a v o r s  HB 537 and p r e f e r s  
it o v e r  t h e  "c lass room u n i t  we igh ted"  fo rmula  b e i n g  proposed under  
SB 329. While  e i t h e r  formula would be a n  improvement o v e r  t h e  
c u r r e n t  sys tem,  t h e  Board b e l e i v e s  HB 537 b e s t  s e r v e s  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  secondary  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  s t u d e n t s  . " ( F o r  comple te  
w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y ,  See  E x h i b i t  11) 
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W i l l a r d  Weaver, C o n s u l t a n t ,  C a r e e r  & V o c a t i o n a l  Educa t ion ,  G r e a t  
F a l l s  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s ,  1100 F o u r t h  S t .  S . ,  P.O. Box 2428, G r e a t  F a l l s ,  
M t .  - " H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  p r i o r i t i e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  a t  t h e  s t a t e  and l o c a l  
l e v e l s  have been t h a t  of  promoting e x c e l l e n c e  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  I n  
v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  w e  a r e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  s e r v e  more s t u d e n t s  a t  
a  time o f  c r i t i c a l l y  d e c l i n i n g  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  f i n a n c i n g  t h e s e  programs 
I n  t h e  G r e a t  F a l l s  d i s t r i c t ,  2 ,221  s t u d e n t s  are  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  
s e r v e d  i n  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  programs.  Because o f  t h e  h i g h  
c o s t  of  o f f e r i n g  q u a l i t y  v o c a t i o n a l  programs t h a t  l e a d  t o  e n t r y  
l e v e l  employment, it i s  c r i t i c a l  t h a t  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  t h a t  
h a s  e x i s t e d  between t h e  s t a t e  and l o c a l  l e v e l s  c o n t i n u e . "  ( F o r  
c o m p l e t e  w r i t t e n  t e s t imony ,  See E x h i b i t  1 2 )  

E l r o y  L e t c h e r ,  P.O. Box 804, Helena ,  M t .  ( R e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Nontana 
C o u n c i l  o f  C o o p e r a t i v e s ,  Montana Farmers Union,  and t h e  Montana 
Farm B u r e a u ) -  "We b e l i e v e  t h e  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  programs i n  
Montana a r e  d o i n g  a  good d e a l  t o  t r a i n  o u r  young peop le  t o  be  
a  p r o d u c t i v e  p a r t  of  s o c i e t y  b o t h  today  and  tomorrow. I n  a d d i t i o n  
a l l  segments  o f  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  which w e  a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
p r o v i d e  much needed t r a i n i n g  i n  l e a d e r s h i p .  W e  do n o t  f e e l  
Montana c a n  a f f o r d  t o  l o s e  e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e . "  (See  E x h i b i t  1 3 )  

Leonard Sarqent ,Montana School  Boards A s s o c i a t i o n ,  501 N .  S a n d e r s ,  
Helena ,  M t .  - M r .  S q g e n t  spoke b r e i f l y  i n  s u p p o r t  of  HB 5 3 7 . ( E x .  1 4 )  

Doug P o l e t t e ,  R t .  2 ,  Box 11110,  Bozeman, N t .  - ( I n d u s t r i a l  A r t s  
Teacher  E d u c a t o r ,  Montana S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y )  - "The major  need 
t h a t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  s t a n d s  o u t  i s  t h e  l a c k  o f  f u n d s  t o  p r o v i d e  ade-  
q u a t e  i n s t u r c t i o n a l  equipment  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  b a s i c  fundamenta l s  
of  i n d u s t r i a l  e d u c a t i o n .  The v o c a t i o n a l  program a t  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  
l e v e l  i s  t h e  l a s t  chance f o r  a  l a r g e  numbsr o f  Montana s t u d e n t s  
t o  o b t a i n  f i r s t  hand e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o c e s s e s  and t e c h -  
n i q u e s  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  u s e  i n  a c a r e e r  upon g r a d u a t i o n .  I f  t h e  
equipment  a v a i l a b l e  t o  them i n  s c h o o l  s h o p s  i s  i n a d e q u a t e  and 
o u t d a t e d ,  t h e n  t h e i r  employment p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  d i m i n i s h e d  
c o n s i d e r a b l y . "  (For  comple te  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y ,  See E x h i b i t  1 5 )  

Caro lyn  G. M i l l e r ,  ~ o n t a n a  V o c a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  ~ e g i s l a t i v e  
Chairman,  3725 Wylie D r . ,  He lena ,  M t .  - M s .  M i l l e r  s t a t e d , "  The 
Montana V o c a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  (MVA) , a s t a t e w i d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
o f  s e c o n d a r y  and pos t - secondary  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t o r s  a s k  t h a t  
you s u p p o r t  HB 537." (For  comple te  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y ,  See  
E x h i b i t  1 6 )  

R o b e r t  M .  J o b ,  R t .  2 ,  Harper  Br idge  R d . ,  M i s s o u l a ,  M t .  - ( ~ e p r e s e n t i n c .  
t h e  M i s s o u l a  County High Schoo l  V o c a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r e  Advisory  
C o u n c i l  a n d  FFA Alumni A s s o c i a t i o n )  -"The V o c a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r e  
Department  i s  s e r v i n g  a  need of  o u r  community and o u r  s t a t e ,  i n  
t r a i n i n g  t h e s e  young, p e o p l e .  House B i l l  537 w i l l  a l l o w  them t o  
c o n t i n u e  and  improve t h i s  needed s e r v i c e s . "  (For  comple te  w r i t t e n  
t e s t i m o n y ,  S e e  E x h i b i t  17)  
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Marvin Q u i n l a n ,  S e n i o r  i n  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E d u c a t i o n  a t  MSU, Bozeman, 
M t .  - ( R e p r e s e n t i n g  MSU S t u d e n t s   raining t o  be  V o c a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  
T e a c h e r s )  ". . . HB 537, i n  combina t ion  w i t h  t h e  program s t a n d a r d s  
b e i n g  deve loped  by t h e  v o c a t i o n a l  s t a f f  a t  O P I  w i l l  h e l p  t o  a s s u r e  
t h a t  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  secondary  v o c a t i o n a l  programs i s  m a i n t a i n e d .  
The main tenance  of h i g h  q u a l i t y ,  a d e q u a t e l y  funded v o c a t i o n a l  
programs i s  e s s e n t i a l  i f  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  s e r v e  t h e  needs  of 
t h e  80 p e r c e n t  of  Montana' s p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  o u r  s e r v i c e s .  " 
(For  c o m p l e t e  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y ,  S e e  E x h i b i t  18 ) 

There were no opponents  of  HB 537 p r e s e n t .  The committee was 
a l lowed  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  h e a r i n g  on HB 537 
was c l o s e d .  Testimony n o t  p r e s e n t e d  o r a l l y  because  of  t h e  t i m e  
f a c t o r  i n v o l v e d ,  i s  a t t a c h e d .  (See E x h i b i t s  1 9  t h r o u g h  2 4 )  

Chairman G i l l i g a n  r e q u e s t e d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Marks t o  e x p l a i n  t o  
t h e  commit tee  House B i l l  624 ( a n  a c t  t o  r e v i s e  t h e  laws r e l a t i n g  
t o  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  chang ing  a g e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  admiss ion  
and a c c e p t a n c e  o f  c e r t a i n  p u p i l s  t o  s c h o o l ;  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  Board 
of  P u b l i c  Educa t ion  t o  e s t a b l i s h  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  c l a r i f y  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  s e r v i n g  
handicapped c h i l d r e n  between t h e  a g e s  o f  6 and  18 and f o r  
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  placement  o f  s u c h  c h i l d r e n ;  making s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  
p r o v i s i o n  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  programs p e r m i s s i v e  i n  c e r t a i n  
c a s e s )  . 
Proponen t s  o f  House B i l l  624 were: 

Rober t  Laumeyer, Boulder P u b l i c  S c h o o l s ,  B o u l d e r ,  M t .  - M r .  Laumeyer 
t o l d  t h e  commit tee ,  "Th i s  new p r o v i s i o n  i n  o u r  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  
law c o u l d  s a v e  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s .  P r e s e n t l y  some p a r e n t s  and  
s c h o o l  o f f i c i a l s  o p e r a t e  under  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  e d u c a t i o n  
means t h a t  e v e r y  need of a  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s t u d e n t  i s  a  
f i n a n c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n  on  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  I f  t h e  same c r i t e r i a  o f  
d e t e r m i n i n g  needs  w e r e  u sed  on t h e  r e g u l a r  s t u d e n t s  e v e r y  r e g u l a r  
s t u d e n t  would be found t o  have u n f i l l e d  n e e d s . "  (For  comple te  
w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y , S e e  E x h i b i t  25) 

Chad Smith ,  Montana School  Boards A s s o c i a t i o n ,  501 N. S a n d e r s ,  
Helena ,  M t .  - M r .  Smith t o l d  t h e  commit tee  t h e  MSBA s u p p o r t s  
t h i s  b i l l .  

Opponents t o  House B i l l  624 w e r e :  

S h i r l e y  M .  M i l l e r ,  D i r e c t o r ,  S p e c i a l   ducati ion Department ,  Off i ce  
of  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Helena,  M t .  - M s .  Miller t o l d  t h e  commit tee ,  
" A l l  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  a c r o s s  a l l  d i s c i p l i n e s  i n  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  
a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  younger a  handicapped c h i l d  i s  s e r v e d  t h e  more 
s u c c e s s f u l  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n a l  service w i l l  b e .  P r e s e n t  s t a t e  l a w  
r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a l l  handicapped c h i l d r e n  b e  s e r v e d  from a g e s  3-21 
i n  1980.  T h i s  b i l l  would change t h a t  t o  MAY b e  s e r v e d  from - 
a g e s  0-5 and  18-25. There would a l s o  b e  a  profound e f f e c t  o n  
r e g u l a r  e d u c a t i o n  s t u d e n t s  o v e r  1 8 .  I t  would p r e v e n t  such  
s t u d e n t s  who have been h e l d  back i n  c l a s s e s ,  some r e t u r n i n g  v e t e r a n s ,  
d r o p o u t s  due  t o  m a r r i a g e  o r  o t h e r  r e a s o n s  and  who t h e n  r e t u r n  t o  
s c h o o l  f rom comple t ing  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  o r  it would p l a c e  a  t u i t i o n  
burden on t h e s e  s t u d e n t s .  " ( F o r  comple te  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y ,  See  - 
E x h i b i t  26)  
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Lar ry  Holmquist,  Superv isor  of S p e c i a l  Educat ion,  Spec i a l  Education 
Regional  S e r v i c e s ,  Belgrade Publ ic  Schools ,  Box 1 6 2 ,  Belgrade,  M t .  - 
M r .  Holmquist p resen ted  l e n g t h l y  w r i t t e n  tes t imony t o  t h e  committee 
(For  complete w r i t t e n  tes t imony,  See E x h i b i t  2 7 ) .  M r .  Holmquist 
s t a t e d ,  "I  would l i k e  t o  go on r eco rd  a s  a n  opponent of  House B i l l  
624. The i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  have f a r  reach ing  
a f f e c t s  on bo th  normal c h i l d r e n  a s  w e l l  a s  handicapped c h i l d r e n . "  

Richard M. Boehmler, P r e s i d e n t ,  Montana Speech and Hearing 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  500  Eddy Ave., Missoula ,  M t .  - D r .  Boehmler s t a t e d ,  
"The Montana Speech and Hear ing A s s o c i a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  
which p r o v i d e s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  handicapped which m a t e r i a l l y  
b e n e f i t  t h e  c h i l d  i n  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of  s k i l l s  f o r  ach iev ing  
f u l l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  educa t ion  and s o c i e t y  w i t h  a  r e spons ib l e '  
use  of  p u b l i c  funds.   his b i l l  appea r s  t o  p rov ide  f o r  t h e  d e n i a l  
o f  such s e r v i c e s  a t  p o t e n t i a l l y  h ighe r  c o s t s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c . "  
(For  complete  w r i t t e n  tes t imony,  See E x h i b i t  2 8 )  

Aage Hansen, 443 S .  Park,  He lena , ,Mt .  - (Represen t ing  t h e  
A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  Developmentally D i sab led )  - M r .  Hansen t o l d  t h e  
committee he has been involved wi th  s p e c i a l  educa t ion  f o r  18 y e a r s  
and t h a t  he i s  a  developmental ly  d i s a b l e d  c h i l d ' s  p a r e n t .  
M r .  Hansen 's  Assoc ia t ion  went on r e c o r d  a s  opposing HB 6 2 4 .  
(See E x h i b i t  29) 

The committee was a l lowed t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  hea r ing  
on HB 624 was c losed .  (Also s e e  E x h i b i t  30 - w r i t t e n  tes t imony)  

Represen ta t ive  Anderson made a  motion t h a t  t h e  c o a i i t t e e  t a k e  
e x e c u t i v e  a c t i o n  on House B i l l  2 1 9  a t  a meet ing of t h e  committee 
l a t e r  i n  t h e  day. There was d i s c u s s i o n  among the  committee 
members. The motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

Chairman G i l l i g a n  reques ted  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Brand t o  e x p l a i n  t o  
t o  t h e  committee House B i l l  239 (an  a c t  l i m i t i n g  employment c o n t r a c t s  
t o  one y e a r  f o r  a  d i s t r i c t  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  f o r  a  county h igh  school  
p r i n c i p a l ) .  Represen ta t ive  Brand t o l d  t h e  committee t h i s  b i l l  
had been in t roduced  because o f  problems w i t h  c o n t r a c t i n g  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  of county h igh  schoo l s .  

There w e r e  no proponents o f  t h e  b i l l  p r e s e n t .  

Opponents of  t h e  b i l l  were: 

Leonard S a r g e n t ,  Executive D i r e c t o r ,  Montana School Boards ~ s s o c i a t i o n ,  
501 N .  Sanders ,  Helena, M t .  - M r .  S a r g e n t  t o l d  t h e  committee, 
"S ince  I have been Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  o f  MSBA, w e  have c o n t i n u o u s l y  
suppor ted  t h e  growth and s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  a  school  management 
team between t h e  school  board,  t he  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  and o t h e r  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  HB 239 works toward t h e  ve ry  o p p o s i t e  of  a  s t r o n g  
management team. Such a  law would cause  a  l a c k  of  t r u s t ,  a  
weakening o f  long-range p lanning ,  e t c .  " (For  complete w r i t t e n  
t e s t imony ,  See Exhib i t  31) 

4 

The committee was al lowed t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  hea r ing  
on House B i l l  239 was c l o s e d .  
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Chairman Gilligan r e q u e s t e d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Brand t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  
commit tee  House B i l l  240 ( a n  a c t  p r o h i b i t i n g  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  

1 from g r a n t i n g  t e n u r e  t o  p r i n c i p a l s ;  exempt ing  p r i n c i p a l s  c u r r e n t l y  
t e n u r e d ) .  

There  were no p roponen t s  of t h e  b i l l  p r e s e n t .  

Opponents o f  House B i l l  240 w e r e :  

P a t r i c k  H. McGuire, L e w i s  town, M t .  - ( R e p r e s e n t i n g  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  
o f  Elementary  School  P r i n c i p a l s ) .  M r .  NcGuire s t a t e d ,  " I t  a p p e a r s  
u n r e a s o n a b l e  t o  u s  t h a t  i f  t h i s  b i l l  w e r e  t o  p a s s  t h a t  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a  
s t a f f  would be  s p l i t  s o  t h a t  o n l y  p r i n c i p a l s  would be s u b j e c t  t o  
non- tenure .  The b i l l  s t a t e s  t h a t  p r i n c i p a l s  a r e  t h e  o n e s  t h a t  would 
n o t  b e  g r a n t e d  t e n t u r e  and it makes no m e n t i o n  t o  any o t h e r  admin- 
i s t r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n .  " ( F o r  comple te  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y ,  See  E x h i b i t  3 2 )  

The commit tee  was a l lowed  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  h e a r i n g  
was c l o s e d .  

The m e e t i n g  ad journed  a t  2135 p.m. 
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