
HOUSE TAXATION COMMITTEE 

4 6 t h  L e g i s l a t u r e  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Herb Huennekens, Chairman,  c a l l e d  t h e  T a x a t i o n  Committee t o  
o r d e r  a t  8 :30  a .m . ,  F e b r u a r y  1 2 ,  1979,  i n  Room 434,  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g ,  Helena .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  H a r r i s o n  Fagg and  Dan H a r r i n g t o n  were a b s e n t .  O t h e r  members 
were  p r e s e n t ,  as w a s  T e r r y  Cohea,  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s e a r c h e r .  

FIouse B i l l  213,  s p o n s o r e d  by  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Melvin  W i l l i a m s ,  e t  a l ,  w a s  t o  b e  
h e a r d .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  W i l l i a m s  e x p l a i n e d  HB 213 would r e p e a l  t h e  e x i s t i n g  2 0 - c l a s s  
p r o p e r t y  t a x a t i o n  s y s t e m  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n t o  a  1 0 - c l a s s  sys t em.  The t a x a b l e  
p e r c e n t a g e s  a r e  rounded  t o  whole  numbers i n  mos t  c a s e s .  S e e  a t t a c h e d  c h a r t s  
showing e x i s t i n g  p r o p e r t y  t a x  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  sys t em and t h e  classes p roposed  

i n  House B i l l  213. 
HOUSE BILL 

P l e a s e  r e f e r  t o  open ing  s t a t e m e n t  made by Rep. W i l l i a m s  and  
213 t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Montana p r o p e r t y  t a x a t i o n  which e x p l a i n s  how 

HB 213 t a x e s  p r o p e r t y .  

Rep. W i l l i a m s  f e e l s  t h e r e  i s  a d i s c r e p a n c y  i n  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e ,  s i n c e  a  5% 
growth  r a t e  would n o t  make f o r  a 1 .67% d e c r e a s e  a s  shown f o r  1981.  He s a i d  
60% o f  p r o p e r t y  t a x  r e v e n u e  g o e s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  Montana. 

B i l l  Ashe r ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  P r e s e r v a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s u p p o r t s  
HB 213. 

Mons T e i g e n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Montana S tockgrowers  A s s o c i a t i o n  and Montana Farm 
Bureau ,  Montana Fa rmers  Union,  and  Montana WIFE, wan t s  t o  see l i v e s t o c k  
moved f rom C l a s s  6 t o  C l a s s  5 i n  o r d e r  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  e q u i t y  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  
t a x a t i o n .  S e e  h i s  p r o p o s e d  amendment a t t a c h e d .  

E l m e r  D. Hanson,  Montana S tockgrowers  p r e s i d e n t ,  w a n t s  e q u a l  t r e a t m e n t  i n  
l i n e  w i t h  o t h e r  c l a s s e s .  He f e e l s  c a t t l e  s h o u l d  b e  i n  t h e  same c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
as o t h e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  goods .  See  h i s  t e s t i m o n y .  

A l i c e  F r y s l i e ,  Montana C a t t l e m e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  H e l e n a ,  s u p p o r t s  HB 213 if 
t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i s  changed from C l a s s  6 t o  C l a s s  5 .  She  f e e l s  l i v e s t o c k  
s h o u l d  b e  t a x e d  t h e  same as a  b u s i n e s s  i n v e n t o r y .  S e e  h e r  t e s t i m o n y .  

P a u l  R i n g l i n g ,  Montana C a t t l e m e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,  s u p p o r t s  
HB 213 w i t h  a n  amendment t o  change  from C l a s s  6 t o  C l a s s  5. See t e s t i m o n y .  

Kay G e r r i n g a ,  Montana C a t t l e  F e e d e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Boyd, Montana, s a i d  
p e o p l e  who buy c a t t l e  and keep  them i n  f e e d l o t s  wan t  an  amendment chang ing  
t o  C l a s s  5 .  S u p p o r t s  HB 213 w i t h  s u c h  a n  amendment. 

George Vog t ,  c a t t l e  r a n c h e r  f rom R a v a l l i  County ,  s u p p o r t s  t h e  p roposed  amend- 
ment t o  p l a c e  c a t t l e  i n  C l a s s  5 .  See  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  a t t a c h e d .  
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Merlyn Haubein, Montana R e t a i l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Helena,  s u p p o r t s  HB 213. 

Bob G i l b e r t ,  Montana Wool Growers A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Helena,  s u p p o r t s  HB 213 
wi th  T e i g e n ' s  amendment p u t t i n g  l i v e s t o c k  i n  C l a s s  5. 

J o e  T .  H e l l e ,  D i l l o n ,  c a t t l e  and sheep  p r o d u c e r ,  member o f  Montana Wool- 
growers  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s u p p o r t s  amendment t o  p l a c e  l i v e s t o c k  i n  C l a s s  5 .  
See t es t imony  a t t a c h e d .  

K e i t h  Anderson, Montana Taxpayers A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s u p p o r t s  HB 213 i f  amendment 
t o  p l a c e  l i v e s t o c k  i n  C l a s s  5 a s  proposed by M r .  Teigen i s  adopted.  See 
t es t imony  a t t a c h e d .  

J i m  Mockler,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana Coal Counc i l ,  Helena,  q u e s t i o n s  
marke t  v a l u e  v a l u a t i o n .  He t h i n k s  market v a l u e  i s  a s  o f  t h e  day when a n  
i t e m  is  s o l d ,  n o t  a f t e r  it h a s  been comple te ly , - re fu rb i shed .  S t a t i o n a r y  
mining equipment and o f f i c e  f i x t u r e s  a r e  having i n f l a t i o n  added t o  them 
and t h e  equipment i s  va lued  a t  more t h a n  i t s  c o s t .  When t h e y  a r e  through 
w i t h  t h e i r  equipment ,  it is  a lmos t  w o r t h l e s s  - n o t  much mining equipment 
i s  e v e r  s o l d ,  i t  is  used comple te ly  up. He a l s o  wants  some language in-  
c o r p o r a t e d  s t a t i n g  t h a t  equipment used e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  h a u l i n g  c o a l  and o r e  
i s  taxed  on t h e  purpose  f o r w h i c h i t  i s  used.  Also wanted t o  know i f  a p i e c e  
of equipment t h a t  i s  a lmos t  always used f o r  purposes  o t h e r  t h a n  h a u l i n g ,  b u t  
does  move o r e  o r  c o a l  on o c c a s i o n ,  i s  s t i l l  regarded  a s  heavy equipment. 

S t e v e  W i l l i a m s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Anaconda Company, i n t r o d u c e d  Donald R. 
Eamon, S e n i o r  Tax R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  Anaconda Company, Denver, Colorado.  
He o f f e r e d  e x t e n s i v e  t es t imony  and proposed amendments. See a t t a c h e d .  

Don A l l e n ,  Montana Petroleum A s s o c i a t i o n ,  i s  opposed t o  t h e  b i l l .  He wants  
t o  endorse  t h e  s u g g e s t e d  amendments i n  t h e  l i n e  of p o l l u t i o n  equipment. H e  
s u p p o r t s  t h e  Te igen  amendment a l s o .  The change i n  c rude  supp ly  and makeup 
of c r u d e  h a s  caused some problems,  and needs  some c l a r i f i c a t i o n  on abatement  
c o s t s .  Smal l  r e f i n e r y  i n  Kevin c l o s e d  because  t h e y  cou ld  n o t  a f f o r d  t o  
comply w i t h  p o l l u t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  M r .  Mockler sugges ted  n a i l i n g  down 
a c t u a l  v a l u e  f o r  i n v e n t o r y  v a l u e  and he  e n d o r s e s  t h a t  concept .  

Roger T ippy ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana Dental  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  i s  opposed t o  
HB 213 c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  d e n t a l  equipment.  He i n t r o d u c e d  J i m  Dunlap, D . D . S .  

B i l l i n g s ,  Montana, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana Denta l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  who i s  
opposed t o  HB 213 u n l e s s  it i s  amended t o  show d e n t a l  equipment p l a c e d  i n  
a n o t h e r  c l a s s  more r e l a t i v e  t o  d e n t a l  equipment.  

Michael F. Barron,  Diamond I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  Coeur d ' A l e n e ,  Idaho ,  
spoke abou t  t h e  t a x a t i o n  o f  l o g s  and t i m b e r  a s  a  b u s i n e s s  i n v e n t o r y .  T h e i r  
i n v e n t o r y  i s  h i g h e s t  cn  January  1 a s  t h e y  a r e  s t o c k p i l i n g  l o g s  f o r  sawing 
l a t e r  i n  t h e  y e a r .  The l o g g e r s  cannot  h a u l  l o g s  when t h e  weather  is t o o  bad.  
Cos t  o f  i n v e n t o r y  a l s o  v a r l e s  w j t h  t y p e  of t imber  c u t .  I t  v a r i e s  from $ 1  t o  
$20 p e r  thousand,  and t h o s e  who c u t  a  good d e a l  o f  f e d e r a l  t imber  pay $150 t o  
$200 p e r  thousand.  T h i s  makes f o r  an i n e q u i t y  compared t o  o t h e r  h o l d e r s  of 
b u s i n e s s  i n v e n t o r i e s .  They a r e  a t  t h e i r  v e r y  h i g h e s t  i n v e n t o r y  a t  t h e  t i f i e  
o f  a ssessment .  



Elroy Letcher, Montana Council of Cooperatives, Helena, supports  HB 21.3, 
quest ioning f e r t i l i z e r  app l i ca t ion  equipment being proposed t o  be taxed a t  
11%. If  t he  dea le r  owns i t ,  it is taxed a t  13%. W i l l  they then be taxed 
a t  16% because they a r e  described a s  a t ruck? The i n t e n t  i s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
equipment whether they a r e  owned by a farmer o r  dea le r  and wherever they 
a r e  located .  Does the  i n t e n t  change and w i l l  they be taxed commercially o r  
a s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  equipment? He supports the  b i l l  i f  equipment is taxed on 
the  b a s i s  of usage. See testimony a t tached.  

Opponents : 

Dean Zinnecker, Director  of Montana Association of Counties, Helena, s a i d  
a s  taxes a r e  dropped, the  average homeowner has t o  pay more taxes .  The 
reason the  f i s c a l  note d o e s n ' t  show d r a s t i c  l o s s  i s  because 24 count ies  
already l o s t  t ax  b a s i s  l a s t  year .  He recommends the re  being d i f f e r e n t  
c l a s s e s  of property:  ( a )  Net proceeds; (b )  Real property;  ( c )  Inventory 
type of property;  and possibly (d)  Disabled persons; and ( e )  Centra l ly  
assessed type of property.  He l e f t  a c h a r t  showing county m i l l  values and 
percentage of increase  o r  decrease f o r  1970-1979. See a t tached.  

A 1  Thelen, manager of the City of Helena, representing the  City Commission, 
sa id  the  b i l l  reduces t ax  paid by some and increases  it on o the r s .  Owners 
of r e a l  property w i l l  have t o  pick up what commercial p roper t i e s  do not pay. 
See testimony a t tached.  

not 
Representative Williams closed saying it was/the i n t e n t  of the committee t o  
make some major changes i n  taxat ion .  The b igges t  changes were lowering the  
r a t e  and not  r a i s i n g  taxes.  Normal annual growth i s  estimated a t  5%.  I t  i s  
impossible t o  give every taxpayer the  same break i f  we a r e  going t o  operate 
under t h e  property t ax  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system. The b igges t  increase  is i n  
the  inventory c l a s s ,  and b igges t  increase is 8.3% i n  a spec ia l  c l a s s .  See 
h i s  c los ing statement.  

Mons Teigen mentioned t h a t  bees a r e  considered l ives tock.  Because l ives tock 
values a r e  about 48% higher,  the  l o s s  i n  revenue would not be a s  much a s  
might appear. 

Rep. Siver tsen  explained the  r eappra i sa l  made some taxes go up, o the r s  go 
down, and some stayed the  same. There was an o v e r a l l  increase of about 7% 
i n  s t a t e  va luat ion .  To accomplish tax  reform, some changes w i l l  have t o  be 
made t o  accomplish equi ty .  C a t t l e  have provided a windfal l  revenue t o  govern- 
ment more than o the r s  have - o the r s  have not been paying t h e i r  f u l l  share .  
He th inks  th ings  w i l l  never s t a y  the same and should not keep things s t a t u s  quo 

R e p .  S iver tsen  asked M r .  Thelen t o  explain how he thought homeowner taxes  
would go up. S h i f t i n g  from agr icu l tu re  and i n d u s t r i a l  taxes ,  w i l l  lower the  
taxable value,  and so  the  c i t i e s  w i l l  have t o  r a i s e  t h e i r  l e v i e s  which a f f e c t  
homeowners i n  order  t o  provide services  demanded. 

Rep. Gi l l igan  asked Mr.  Teigen when he wants t o  change c las ses  on l ives tock  
~f he would c l a s s i f y  breeding stock i n  the  same c l a s s  a s  production equipment. 
1"- Teigen sa id  yes.  Many farmers own more than one home. He hoped d i f f e r e n t  
types of l ives tock .would not  be put  i n  separa te  ca tegor ies .  Wants a l l  types 
of l ives tock t r e a t e d  a s  what they are  - not j u s t  a s  a l l  cows - c a l l  a year l ing  
3 year l ing ,  a two-year old a two-year o l d ,  e t c .  
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Rep. Nordtvedt asked Terry Cohea how C l d s s  3 a j r l c u l t u r a l  taxed d t  30% of 
product ive  va lue  is  f igu red .  She explained productive value i s  f igured 
from a  very complex formula. She has t ab les  showing t h i s  formula. Since 
land has been r e c l a s s i f i e d ,  perhaps the  productive value i s  not now t i e d  i n .  
Every piece of land i n  the  s t a t e  was a c t u a l l y  looked a t  and evaluated l a s t  
year .  Land i r r i g a t e d  under the  canal  system and sp r ink le r  system a r e  valued 
d i f f e r e n t l y .  

Rep. Fabrega f e e l s  the re  i s  a discrepancy i n  c a t t l e  valuat ion s ince  a l l  
other i n d u s t r i e s  va luat ions  a r e  based on t h e i r  commercial value.  He suggested 
el iminating c a t t l e  tax and t r a n s f e r r i n g  the  tax t o  the  land where it i s  more 
permanent and not  sub jec t  t o  the  f luc tua t ions  t h a t  occur i n  c a t t l e  cycles .  

M r .  Teigen explained by el iminating c a t t l e  taxat ion ,  the burden would be placed 
on the  tax base remaining - land i s  the re  and i s  e a s i l y  taxable.  ~ g r i c u l t u r a l  
land i s  being c l a s s i f i e d  and appraised on product iv i ty  b a s i s .  Market value 
would p r a c t i c a l l y  d r ive  c a t t l e  business t o  the la rge  corporat ion and l a rge  
operator  - h i s t o r i c  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  going on the  product iv i ty  b a s i s .  
He opposes Rep. Fabrega 's  suggestion on the  behalf of a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and recom- 
mends continuation of p resen t  taxing and r a i s e  mil lage l e v i e s .  Wants t o  
ge t  it equi table .  M r .  Teigen thought the  idea of increasing the  r a t e  of 
productive values on land be used t o  e l iminate  t ax  on c a t t l e  could be a  con- 
s i d e r a t i o n  of the  in ter im committee. 

Rep. Siver tsen  asked what the  e f f e c t  on persons leas ing land would be i f  
taxes were r a i sed  on the  land. Who and what t ax  w i l l  they be paying? 

!4r. Teigen responded saying t h i s  would p lace  a  burden on the  p r i v a t e  land- 
owner i n  comparison with persons using government land. Their organizat ion 
does not advocate el iminating the  c a t t l e  t ax .  Livestock has been carry ing 
property tax  burden s ince  1889, and he th inks  i f  eliminated completely, t h i s  
would not be f a i r  - t h e i r  goal  i s  t o  provide equity.  

Rep. Dassinger remarked t h a t  Montana uses the property tax  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
system of taxat ion  and change i n  the r a t e s  w i l l  bas i ca l ly  a f f e c t  budgets of 
l o c a l  governments. To give everybody a  t ax  break and t o  c r e a t e  tax equi ty ,  
you have a  tough problem. 

Rep. Siver tsen  sa id  broad-based taxat ion  would make everyone pay t h e i r  f a i r  
share  of taxes and be more equi table .  S t a t e  and fede ra l  lands a r e  paying 
' i n  l i e u '  revenues f o r  taxes  a t  l e s s  r a t e s  than p r iva te ly  owned lands.  He 
quest ions the  consistency i n  broad-based tax  f i e l d .  

Dale Dean, Property Assessment Division of the  Department of Revenue advised 
t h a t  i n  some count ies  product iv i ty  has increased,  but  the same r a t e s  f o r  the  
same c l a s s  of land have been used s ince  1968. 

Rep. Bertelsen mentioned t h a t  i n  the inventory type of c a t t l e  t ax ,  an owner 
might be paying a  high t ax  on cheap c a t t l e ,  o r  a  low tax  on high-priced 
c a t t l e  s ince  the  r a t e s  do not apply a t  the  same time o n  an animal inventory. 
When p r i c e s  f o r  l ives tock a re  high,  income taxes  a l s o  go up. M r .  Teigen 
f e e l s  t h i s  i s  a  cos t  of production f a c t o r  - i f  your income goes up, it is 
o f f s e t  by a  c o s t  of production increase .  Next year s u b s t a n t i a l  revenues w i l l  
he paid i n t o  income t ax  a s  well  a s  i n t o  s t a t e  c o f f e r s  a s  a  r e s u l t  of the ,  
hopeful ly ,  b e t t e r  p r i c e s  on l ives tock.  
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Asked i f  he knew of any land leased f o r  taxes ,  M r ,  Teigen sa id  yes,  

Rep. Underdal r a i sed  the  f a c t  t h a t  the product iv i ty  value of land has been 
increased because of b e t t e r  technology, b e t t e r  farming p r a c t i c e s ,  e t c ,  -. 
penalized by taxat ion  f o r  improving your business of farming, 

M r .  Zinnecker s a i d  a  decrease i n  property tax  would e f f e c t  county budgets 
d r a s t i c a l l y ,  e spec ia l ly  i f  the  counties a r e  a t  maximum millage l e v i e s ,  
Without f e d e r a l  revenue sharing and i n  l i e u  taxes ,  budgets would have t o  
be changed a  g r e a t  dea l .  

Rep. Fabrega questioned the r a t i o n a l e  of M r .  Eamon regarding tax  r a t e  on 
c e r t a i n  veh ic les  compared with heavy t rucks .  Rep. Fabrega explained the  
f u l l  cash va lua t ion  was the  loan value,  and the  loan value on heavy t rucks  
was a  l o t  lower than on l i g h t e r  t rucks.  That i s  why they a r e  i n  d i f f e r e n t  
c l a s ses .  M r .  Eamon i s  t o  provide an explanation of h i s  reques t  t o  change 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s .  

Rep. Hirsch suggested a  severance tax and do away with land taxes and the  
inventory t ax  by using such a  severance tax .  Mr.. Dean sa id  he had never 
heard such a  tax discussed.  The b igges t  problem with personal property 
taxes  o the r  than r e a l  property i s  g e t t i n g  a l l  the  o ther  personal  property 
on the  t ax  r o l l s .  The major i ty  of counties  use the  honor system, 

During executive sess ion  the  committee discussed HB 213. 

Meeting adjourned a t  11130 a.m. 

-- 
REP 



Taxation Committee - 8:30 a.m., 2/12/79 

TESTIMONY HB 213 

(Closing) 

M r .  Chairman and Members of the  Committee, I be l ieve  t h a t  I have presented 
a much improved and workable c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system f o r  taxing property i n  
Montana. 

I bel ieve  it s i m p l i f i e s  and reduces the  workload of a s sessor s ,  reduced red 
tape  and paper work, and the  o v e r a l l  workload of the  Department of Revenue - 
and probably most important of a l l ,  it makes it e a s i e r  f o r  taxpayers t o  
understand. 

I t  was not  t h e  i n t e n t  of the  sub-committee t o  make any major change i n  
the o v e r a l l  taxable  value of property i n  Montana. I t  was the  i n t e n t  of 
the  committee, however, t h a t  i n  accomplishing our two major objec t ives  
(1) t h a t  s imi la r  p roper t i e s  be taxed a t  the same r a t e ,  and ( 2 )  t o  reduce 
the  number of c l a s s e s ,  e l iminate  f r a c t i o n a l  t a x  r a t e s  and simplify the  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system - t o  lower r a t h e r  than r a i s e  the  t ax  r a t e  i f  a t  
a l l  f e a s i b l e .  

AS you review the  F i s c a l  Note, I again po in t  ou t  t h a t  not  one of the  56 
count ies  was increased and the  l a r g e s t  decrease i n  taxable value was 
Lincoln County with (-4.58%),  s tatewide average i s  (-1.69%) 

You w i l l  a l s o  note again i n  review t h a t  the  survey of 18 c i t i e s  showed a 
maximum decrease of (-2.55%) f o r  F a i r f i e l d ,  Montana, with an average 
decrease of (-1.74%) . 

Fina l ly ,  i f  you use the  projected increase on the  F i sca l  Note f o r  FY 1981, 
r e f l e c t i n g  the  normal annual growth i n  taxable  value, which about a 5% 
increase  over 1980, the  ne t  r e s u l t  would be an o v e r a l l  increase  and more 
than o f f s e t  the  decrease proposed i n  HB 213. 

Also, I r e a l i z e  i n  order  t o  accomplish our two major ob jec t ives ,  previously 
s t a t e d ,  t h a t  it was impossible t o  give every taxpayer the same break. 

The percentage decrease i n  taxable  value ranged from 0 t o  -28.6%. 

The percentage increase  i n  taxable  value ranged from +0.2% t o  +8.3%. 

I r e a l i z e  t h a t  it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  say t h a t  t h i s  i s  t r u l y  t a x  equi ty ,  but  
I do be l i eve  HB 213 is another s t e p  i n  t h a t  d i rec t ion .  
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OUTLINE OF TESTIMONY 

1. H i s t o r y  Montana P r o p e r t y  T a x a t i o n .  

2 .  P r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i n  HB 213. 
Two Handouts  - Tax c l a s s e s  i n  HB 213 and Tax R a t e s  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  
tax l a w  - i n  e x p l a i n i n g  wha t  we d i d  r e v i s i n g  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
I w i l l  b e  u s i n g  a d i f f e r e n t  t a b l e  which i n c l u d e s  t h e  taxable 
v a l u e s  w i t h  % change .  ( T e r r y  Cohea, Mantz Hu tch inson  & Dennis  
Bur r  ) 

3 .  P r e s e n t  F i s c a l  Note .  

4 .  S o u r c e s  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p e r p e r t y  t a x e s  i n  Montana. 

5. M r .  Chairman and members of  Committee:  
I r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  p roposed  HB 213 i s  n o t  t h e  p e r f e c t  s o l u t i o n  

and t h a t  t h e r e  is  a l w a y s  room f o r  improvement i n  a n y t h i n g  - b u t  I s i n c e r e l y  
b e l i e v e  we h a v e  made much p r o g r e s s  i n  s i m p l i f y i n g  and p o s s i b l y  c r e a t i n g  
some e q u i t y  i n  Montana P r o p e r t y  Tax C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  System. 
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TESTIMONY HB 213 
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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, I am Me1 Williams, State 
~epresentative, and a member of your committee. HB 70. 

I am not only testifying as chief sponsor but also as chairman of the 
sub-committee that designed and produced HB 213. 

I would like to open my remarks this morning with a brief history of 
Property Tax Classification in Montana. 




