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FROCEEDINGS O F  T H E  

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT RELATIOXS COFd4 iYTE? 

The m e e t i n g  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  11 :30  a.m. by  Chai rman W i l l i a m s .  
T h e  s e c r e t a r y  t o o k  r o l l .  Reps.  S e i f e r t  a n d  Teaque  w e r e  e x c u s e d .  
Reps. Menahan and. P a v l o v i c h  w e r e  a b s e n t .  Rep. D a s s i n g e r  was  e x c u s e d .  

HOUSE BILL 5 4 8 :  Rep. H a r p e r ,  s p o n s o r ,  e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e  c o r m i t t e e  
t h a t  HB 548 c h a n g e s  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r m  " b e n e f i t  y e a r " .  H e  
s a i d  t h e  way " b e n e f i t  y e a r "  i s  c u r r e n t l y  d e f  i r , ed ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  a  q u a l i f y i n g  q u a r t e r  may o v e r l a p  w i t h  a n o t h e r  q u a r t e r ,  r e s u l t i n g  
i n  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  s a n e  q u a r t e r  t w i c e .  T h i s  b i l l  would p r o v i d e  a  
means t o  h a n d l e  a c a s e  so t h a t  no  q u a r t e r  may b e  u s e d  t w i c e .  
Rep. H a r p e r  i n t r o d u c e d  H a r o l d  K a n s i e r ,  Dept .  o f  L a b o r  a n d  I n d u s t r y ,  
who f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  b i l l .  T h e r e  w e r e  no  p r o p o n e n t s  o r  o p p o n e n t s .  
Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  a s k e d  by t h e  c o r n i t t e e .  

HOUSE BILL 5 4 0 :  Rep. Manning, s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  t h e  F u r p o s e  f o r  t h i s  
b i l l  car;; o u t  of p r e v i o u s  a c t i o n  by t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  committee. 
H e  s a i d  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  a n d  would n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e  money f o r  t h i s  
a c t  and  t h a t  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  change  a p o r t i o n  of t h e  a c t .  

P r o p o n e n t ,  B i l l  O p i t z ,  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Conunission,  s a i d  t h e y  n e e d  
t h e  iaw c h a n g e d  t o  make a  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  i s  m a n d a t o r y  a  p e r m i s s i v e  
o p t i o n ,  o r  t h e  money t o  d o  t h e  j o b .  H e  s a i d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a u d i t o r  
h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e y  w i l l  b e  w r i t t e n  up f o r  n o t  e n f o r c i n g  t h e  act. 
H e  s a i d  t h e y  d o  n o t  have  t h e  money t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  a c t .  

Opponent ,  Ken C l a r k ,  U n i t e d  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Un ion ,  said h e  o p p o s e s  
t h e  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  t h e y  have  worked many y e a r s  t o  get s a z e t y  
m e a s u r e s  and  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  r a i l r o a d  w o r k e r s .  H e  s a i d  h e  t h i n k s  
t h a t  i f  t h e  mandate  i-s t a k e n  away f rom t h e  commission, t h e y  w i l l  
have  t h e  s a n e  o l d  p rob lems  t h e y  had  i n  t h e  p a s t .  

Opponent  Don J u d g e ,  AFSCME, PYL-CIO, s a i d  s a f e t y  Is  n o t h i n g  t o  
p l a y  a r o u n d  w i t h ,  and  t h e  l a w s  s h o u l d  b e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  a n d  n o t  
weakened.  H e  s a i d  t h e  PSC s h o u l d  be g i v e n  a d e q u a t e  f u n d s  t o  
e n f o r c e  t h e  l a w s  ( e x h i b i t  1). 

James Murry ,  AFL-CIO, s a i d  h e  s u p p o r t s  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p o s i t i o n s  i n  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  HB 540. Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  a s k e d  by t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  

HOUSE - BILL 527: Rep. Keedy, s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  it is not clear w h e t h e r  
t e a c h e r s  a r e  a p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a n d  p a y  p l a n .  
H e  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  would c o m p l e t e l y  remove them f r o m  t h e  F l a n .  
H e  s a i d  t n e  b i l l  r e f e r s  t o  t e a c h e r s  who a r e  u n d e r  the a u t h o r i t y  
o f  t h e  Depa r tmen t  o f  I n s t i t u t i o n s .  R e  s a i d  t h a t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t i m e ,  t h e r e  i s  a s e c t i o n  o f  l a w  t h a t  e x e n p t s  t h o s e  t e a c h e r s  f r o m  
the p l a n ,  b u t  a n o t h e r  s e c t i o n  r e q u i r e s  t 3 a t  t h e  amount  of compen- 
s a t i o n  t h e y  r e c e i v e  nay  n o t  e x c e e d  t h e  mandated  p a y  p l a n  s c h e d u l e s .  

P r o p o n e n t s  w e r e :  R i c h a r d  H u l l ,  Mountain View, M o n t a n a  E d u c a t i o n  
1 A s s o c i a t i o n ,  ( e x h i b i t  2 )  and Owen N e l s ~ n ,  FIEA, ( c x ! , i b i t  3 ) .  

Opporients,  Bj 11 Gosncsll ,  Admi .nLs t ra tor ,  ? c r s o n n e i  D i v i s i o n ,  s a i d  



rt> 

HB 527 d o e s  n o t  d o  what it i s  in t e r rded  t3 .:G :ind i s  cechnl -ca  ily 
i n c o m ? l e t e .  H e  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  d o e s  n o t  n e i p  m a t t e r s ,  b u t  makes  
thein worse .  Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  a s k e d  by t h e  conri t tee.  I 
HGUSE BILL 5 6 4 :  Rep.  D o z i e r ,  s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  t h e  b i l l  wcu ld  r e q u i r e  - 
any  labor  agr%ement be tween  a s c h o o i  d i s t r i c t  and a n  e x c l . u s i v e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  i n c l u d e  a g r i e v a n c e  p r o c e d u r e  t h a t  c u l m i n a t e s  
i n  f i n a l .  a n d  b i n d i n g  a r b i t r a t i o n .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  s u c h  a 

I 
p r o c e d u r e  i s  o p t i o n a l .  I 
P r o p o n e n t s  w e r e :  P h i l  Campbe l l ,  MEA, Helena .  Owen N e l s o n ,  MEA, 
s a i d  t h e  b i l l  wou ld  g i v e  a l l  p u b l i c  erriployees t h e  r i g h t  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e i  
c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  a g r e e m e n t s .  

Opponent ,  Wayne Buchanan, S c h o o l  Boa rds  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  s a i d  h e  
s e e s  l o t s  of p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  b i l l .  I 
SENATE BILL 1 4 0 :  S e n a t o r ,  Mehrens ,  s p o n s o r ,  i n t r o d u c e d  N o r m  G r o s f i e l d ,  
D i v i s i o n  o f  Worke r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  who explained t h e  b i l l .  
N r .  G r o s f i e l d  s a i d  t h e  b i l l  would  change  c e r t a i n  p r o v i s i o n s  
r e g a r d i n g  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  j u d g e s  ( e x h i b i t  4 )  . 

I 
I 

P r o p o n e n t s  were: George  Wood, Montana S e l f - i n s u r e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
and  James Muxry, AFL-CIO.  T h e r e  were no  o p p o n e n t s .  Q u e s t i o n s  

I 
were a s k e d  by  the c o m m i t t e e .  

---- 
D i v i s i o n  of W o r k e r r '  Compensa t ion ,  who e x p l a i n e d  t h e  b i l l  t o  t h e  

4 SENATE B I L L  1 4 1 :  S + n a t o r  Mehrens ,  s p o n s o r ,  i n t r o d u c e d  N o r m  G r o s f i e l d ,  

c o r n i t t e e  ( e x h i b i t  5 )  a n d  o f f e r e d  a n  aneridrrient ( e x h i b i t  6 )  . I 
James  :<urry a n d  George  Wood s a i d  t h e y  would s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l  
w i t h  aaendmen t s .  T h e r e  w e r e  no  o p p o n e n t s .  Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  asked 
by c o n n i t t e e .  I 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

SENATE BILL 140:  I t  w a s  moved by Rep. Fagg  t h a t  S B  140  BE CONCURRED I N .  
Motion p a s s e d  unan imous ly .  

I 
SENATE BILL 1 4 1 :  I t  w a s  moved by Rep. P o r t e r  t h a t  S B  1 4 1  AS &%ENDED,  
RE CONCURRED I N .  Mot ion  c a r r i e d  u n a n i x o u s l y .  

I 
SENATE BILL 29 :  I t  w a s  moved by  Rep. Fagg  t h a t  S B  2 9  BE CONCURRED Ill. 
Mot ion  carrier?. R e p .  S t o b i e  voted no.  

I 
- 

HOYSE BI5L 3 6 2 :  I t  was moved by Rep. U n d e r d a l  t h a t  HB 3 6 2  DO S O T  PASS. 
Motion  c a r r i e d  u r ~ a n i m o u s l y .  

I 
H G U S E  31LL 548: I t  was mcved by Rep. I Iarr i -ngkon t h a t  FIB 5 4 8  DO PASS. 
I_--- 

Motion c a r r i e d  unan imous ly .  1 
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HOUSE B I L L  -- 5 4 0 :  I t  was move2 by  R e p .  Mannix? 'hat BE 540 be heLd 
f o r  a fiscal n c t e .  Mot ion  c a r r i e d  unan imous ly .  

HOUSE B I L L  5 6 4 :  Rep. D o z i e r  s a i d  he  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  have  more 
r e s e a r c h  done o n  HB 564 .  

HOUSE B I L L  5 2 7 :  I t  was moved by Rep. O ' C o n n e l l  t o  h o l d  MB 5 2 7  
u n t i l  t h e y  h e a r d  f rom t h e  se lec t  commi t t ee  on t h e  pay p l a n .  
Motion c a r r i e d  unan imous ly .  

HOUSE PILL 323: T h e r e  w e r e  q u e s t i o n s  r e a a r d i n g  t h e  word ing  a n d  
i n t e n t  o f  t h e  amendments. Rep. H a r r i n g t o n  sai i i  he  wanted t o  g e t  
w i t h  Reps.  S c u l l y  and R a m i r e z  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  

HOUSE B I L L  333: I t  w a s  moved by  Rep. M a r r i n g t o n  t h a t  HB 333  b e  
p a s s e d  f o r  t h e  day .  Mot ion  c a r r i e d  unan imous ly .  

HOUSE J O I N T  RESOLUTION -- 2 5 :  I t  w a s  moved by Rep. Xanning  t h a t  
H J R  25 be p a s s e d  f o r  t h e  day .  Motion c a r r i e d  u n a n i m o u s i y .  

HOUSE B I L L  143:  The c o ~ m i t t e e  d e c i d e d  t o  d e l a y  a c t i o n  on HB 143  
b e c a u s e  t o o  many rrembers were  a b s e n t .  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  c a r r y  senate b i l l s :  

S B  1 4 0  - Rep. D o z i e r  
S B  1 4 1  - Rep. Manning- 
SB 2 9  - Rep. H a r r i n g t o n  

Mee t ing  a d j o u r n e d  a t  2:20 p.m. 




