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EDUCATION C I O W W E  

Minutes of me t ing  

A m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  Educa t ion  Committee o f  t h e  House of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  1 1 : O O  a .m. ,  S a t u r d a y ,  February  1 0 ,  1979 
i n  Room 5 of  t h e  C a p i t o l  Annex by Chairman P e t e r  J. G i l l i g a n .  

The r o l l  was t a k e n  and shows R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Oberg, Teague, and  
Yard ley  excused .  A l l  o t h e r  committee members w e r e  
p r e s e n t .  

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  mee t ing  was t o  h e a r  House B i l l s  36, 450  and 
634. 

Chairman G i l l i g a n  r e q u e s t e d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E u d a i l y  t o  e x p l a i n  
t o  t h e  committee HB 634 which i s  a n  a c t  t o  c l a r i f y  p o s t s e c o n d a r y  
vo-Le~:h c e n t e r  governdand d e f i n e s  d u t i e s  of s t a t e  and l o c a l  
o f f i c i a l s  and a u t h o r i z e s  a  s t a t e w i d e  p r o p e r t y  t a x  l e v y  f o r  
t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  c e n t e r s .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E u d a i l y  b r e i f l y  
spoke c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  b i l l  and a s k e d  G e o r g i a  Ruth R i c e ,  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  
o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  t o  t e l l  t h e  commit tee  t h e  major  p o i n t s  
o f  t h e  b i l l .  

P r o p o n e n t s  o f  HB 6 3 4  were: 

G e o r g i a  Ruth R i c e ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Off ice 
of P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Helena ,  14t .  - M s .  R i c e  s t a t e d ,  "I have  
s e v e r a l  ma jo r  r e a s o n s  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  HB 6 3 4 :  1. One o f  t h e  
g r e a t  s t r e n t h s  o f  t h e  p o s t  secondary  v o c a t i o n a l  t e c h n i c a l  sys tem 
i n  Montana i s  l o c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  A s  you know, I s t r o n g l y  
b e l i e v e  i n  g r a s s  r o o t s  c o n t r o l  o f  ALL e d u c a t i o n . .  . . 2 .  T h i s    ill 
i s  a compromise b i l l  between a t o t a l  s t a t e  vo- tech  sys tem and 
a  s t a t e / l o c a l  vo- tech  sys tem o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  3 .  I s u p p o r t  
t h i s  b i l l  because  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  s t a t e  employees numbers s h o u l d  
n o t  b e  i n f l a t e d  a t  2 3 6  p e o p l e .  During my campaign I d i d  n o t  
f i n d  a s i n g l e  Montanan who wanted more s t a t e  employees.  A s  
a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t h e  p e o p l e  I c a n n o t  s u p p o r t  any  i n c r e a s e  o f  
2 3 6  s t a t& employees.  4 .  T h i s  b i l l  d o e s  n o t  a s k  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  
d o l l a r s  from t h i s  a l r e a d y  s t r a p p e d  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I t  does  n o t  
a s k  f o r  money t h a t  would t a k e  d o l l a r s  away from d i r e c t  s e r v i c e s  
s t u d e n t s .  I n  summary I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  be  t h e  
k i n d  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  b e s t  serve t h e  s t u d e n t s  of  v o c a t i o n a l  
t e c h n i c a l  c e n t e r s .  Tha t  i s  r e a l l y  more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  any  o f  t h e  
m u l t i p l e  r e a s o n s  any o f  u s  c a n  d i s c u s s  i n  t h i s  l i m i t e d  t i m e .  
( F o r  c o m p l e t e  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y ,  see E x h i b i t  1) 

George Z e l l i c k ,  2101 Bow S t . ,  M i s s o u l a ,  M t .  - (Ftepresent ing  t h e  
M i s s o u l a  County High Schoo l  D i s t r i c t )  - M r .  Z e l l i c k  r e i t e r a t e d  
s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  a t t e n t i o n  by M s .  R i c e  
a s  s t a t e d  above and u rged  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  
(See  E x h i b i t  2 )  
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Penny Bul lock ,  1920 Highland,  Helena ,  M t .  - ( R e p r e s e n t i n g  Helena 
Schoo l  Dis t r ic t  No. 1) M s .  Bu l lock  s t a t e d ,  "The Helena V o c a t i o n a l  
T e c h n i c a l  C e n t e r  and School  D i s t r i c t  $ 1  h a s  and c o n t i n u e s  t o  s u p p o r t  
t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  l o c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  t h e  pos t - secondary  v o c a t i o n a l  
t e c h n i c a l  c e n t e r s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  of  Montana. W e  . f e e l  t h e  l o c a l  d i s -  
t r i c t s  have and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  
needed t o  o f f e r  q u a l i t y  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  programs t o  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  o f  Montana. 'l (For comple te  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y ,  see ~ x h i b i t  
3 )  . M s .  Bu l lock  speak ing  f o r  t h e  Montana School  Boards A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
informed t h e  committee t h a t  MSBA s u p p o r t s  HB 634. 

Caro lyn  G .  M i l l e r ,  3725 Wylie D r . ,  Helena ,  M t .  ( R e p r e s e n t i n g  
t h e  Montana V o c a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  a s  C h a i r x m  c f  t h e  ~ e g i s l a t i v e  
Committee) - M s .  M i l l e r  s t a t e d ,  "The Montana V o c a t i o n a l  ~ s s o c i a t i o n ,  
a  s t a t e w i d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  secondary  and  pos t - secondary  e d u c a t o r s  
a s k  t h a t  you s u p p o r t  l o c a l  c o n t r o l  -- HB 634."  (For  comple te  
w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y ,  s e e  e x h i b i t  4 )  

There  w e r e  no opponents  t o  House B i l l  634 p r e s e n t .  The commit tee  
was a l lowed  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d .  
W r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  was s u b m i t t e d  (See E x h i b i t s  5,6,7,&S) which was 
n o t  p r e s e n t e d  o r a l l y .  (See ~ x h i b i t  9  f o r  o u t - l i n e  o f  major  p o i n t s )  

Chairman G i l l i g a n  r e q u e s t e d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Yardley  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  
t h e  committee House B i l l  450 ( a n  a c t  r e v i s i n g  t h e  laws r e l a t i n g  
t o  p o s t s e c o n d a r y  vo- tech  e d u c a t i o n  c e n t e r s  and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  
an  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  h i r e d  by t h e  Board o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n ) .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Yardley t o l d  t h e  committee t h i s  b i l l  was d r a f t e d  
and proposed by t h e  Advisory C o u n c i l  for  V o c a t i o n a l  Educa t ion .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Yardley r e q u e s t e d  t h e  commit tee  t o  r e a d  t h e  o u t - l i n e  
o f  t h e  major  p o i n t s  o f  t h e  b i l l  (See E x h i b i t  g ) o u t l i n e d  
by J i m  Oppedahl of  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l .  

P roponen t s  o f  HB 450 w e r e :  

Wil l iam B a l l ,  P . O .  Box 4 7 8 9 ,  Helena,  M t .  ( R e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  S t a t e  
Advisory  Counc i l  f o r  v o c a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n )  M r .  B a l l  s t a t e d ,  
"We a r e  concerned t h a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a s  many a s  wish  t o  p a r t i c -  
i p a t e  i n  pos t -secondary  and secondary  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  have  
t h a t  o p p o r t u n i t y .  Tha t  o p p o r t u n i t y  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o d a y .  
The c o u n s i l  i s  concerned,  a l o n g  w i t h  many o t h e r s ,  t h a t  t h e  
v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  sys tem become more a c c o u n t a b l e .  W e  s t r o n g l y  
s u p p o r t  a  sys tem t h a t  h o l d s  p romise  f o r  growth and development  toward 
f u t u r e  needs .  The Counci l  recommends a  s t a b L e  f i n a n c i a l  b a s e  
f o r  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  Montana. " ( F o r  comple te  w r i t t e n  
t e s t i m o n y ,  see E x h i b i t  10) 

M a r j o r i e  King, Winnet t ,  M t .  ( R e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Board o f  P u b l i c  
E d u c a t i o n )  - M s .  King t o l d  t h e  committee t h e  Board o f  P u b l i c  
Educa t ion  i s  c u r r e n t l y  concerned  w i t h  t h e  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  
governance  system and urged p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l .  (See  exhibit^) 
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Opponents  o f  House B i l l  450 w e r e :  

Blake  J. Wordal,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t ,  G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e ,  
~ x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e ,  Room 204, S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  Helena ,  M t .  - 
IW. Wordal spoke n e i t h e r  i n  s u p p o r t  of  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  v o c a t i o n a l  
e d u c a t i o n  b i l l s  be ing  hea rd  by t h e  E d u c a t i o n  Committee, b u t  
t o l d  t h e  committee o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  
o f  t h e  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  sys tem.  (See  E x h i b i t  1 2 )  

W i l l i a m 1  C .  M i l l i g a n ,  111 N .  Montana S t . ,  B u t t e ,  M t .  - ( R e p r e s e n t i n g  
S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  No. 1) - M s .  M i l l i g a n  s t a t e d ,  "At a  l o c a l  Board 
o f  T r u s t e e s  mee t ing ,  Monday, February  5 ,  1979 ,  B u t t e  Schoo l  
D i s t r i c t  T r u s t e e s  v o t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  B u t t e  
V o c a t i o n a l  T e c h n i c a l  Cen te r  b e  r e t a i n e d  under  t h e  p r e s e n t  sys tem.  
The B u t t e  Vo Tech Cen te r  was deve loped  f rom i t s  i n c e p t i o n  by 
l o c a l  c i t i z e n s ,  t h e  l o c a l  government  u n i t s  o f  S i l v e r  Sow County 
and t h e  C i t y  of  B u t t e ,  School  D i s t .  No. 1 Board of  T r u e s t e e s  and 
i t s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f  w i t h  no h e l p  from t h e  s t a t e  o f  Slontana. 
C e n t r a l i z e d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  Vo Tech Cen te r  would e l i m i n a t e  a d e q u a t e  
m o n i t e r i n g  f o r  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  of  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  p o l i c y  
and p r o c e d u r e  e s t a b l i s h e d - b y  t h e  Board o f  P u b l i c  Educa t ion  and O f f i c r  
of P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n .  Under l o c a l  c o n t r o l  t h e  l o c a l  Board o f  
T r u s t e e s  and i t s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  become a  wa tch  dog a t  no e x p e n s e  
t o  t h e  s t a t e . "  (For  comple te  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y ,  see ~ x h i b i t  1 3 )  

Edward W .  Nelson,  1706 9 t h  Ave., Helena,  N t .  - ( R e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
Montana Taxpayers  ~ s s o c i a t i o n ) -  M r .  Nelson s t a t e d ,  " I f  a  s t a t e - w i d e  
open-end m i l l  l e v y  i s  r e q u i r e d ,  have it i n t r o d u c e d  a s  a  t a x  
measure. ' '  H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  f e e l  
t h i s  b i l l  i s  t a x  r e l e i f .  (See  E x h i b i t  1 4 )  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Yardley i n  c l o s i n g  t o l d  t h e  commit tee  he f e e l s  t h i s  
b i l l  would g e t  t h e  c o n t r o l  and a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  f o r  v o c z t i o n a l  
e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tems t h e  s t a t e  government n e e d s .  The commit tee  
w a s  a l lowed  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and  t h e  h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d .  

Chairman G i l l i g a n  r e q u e s t e d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D u s s a u l t  t o  e x p l a i n  
t o  t h e  commit tee  House  ill 36 (an  a c t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a  p o s t s e c o n d a r y  
v o c a t i o n a l - t e c h n i c a l  d i s t r i c t  sys tem u n d e r  t h e  Board o f  Regen t s  
and t r a n s f e r r i n g  p o s t s e c o n d a r y  v o c a t i o n a l - t e c h n i c a l  d i s t r i c t  
b o a r d s  of  t r u s t e e s )  . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D u s s a u l t  t o l d  t h e  commi t t ee  
t h a t  s h e  had been t h e  Chairman o f  t h e  I n t e r i m  Committee o n  Postseconci 
a r y  Educa t ion  and t h a t  HB 36 was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h a t  I n t e r i m  
Commit tee ' s  f i n d i n g s .  (See  E x h i b i t  9 )  

P r o p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  b i l l  w e r e :  

S e n a t o r  L a r r y  Fasbender ,  R t .  1, Box 2 3 ,  F o r t  Shaw, M t .  - S e n a t o r  
Fasbender  s t a t e d ,  " T h i s  b i l l  sets up a  t o t a l  s t a t e  sys tem where 
t h e  s t a te  h a s  p r imary  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  governance  and f u n d i n g .  
T h i s  b i l l  o p t s  f o r  a  s h a r i n g  governance  s y s t e m  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  

I and l o c a l  c o n t r a l s  s h a r i n g  a u t h o r i t y  and  f i n a n c i n g  . " 
Shauna Thomas, P.O. Box 1246,  Helena,  N t .  - ( ~ e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
Montana F e d e r a t i o n  o f  T e a c h e r s )  M s .  Thomas spoke b r e i f l y  i n  
Suppor t  o f  HB 36. 
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J i m  Murry, AE'L-CIO, Helena,  M t .  - M r .  Murry t o l d  t h e  commit tee  
. - t h e  AFL-CIO s u p p o r t s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  

C o r d e l l  Brown, AFL-CIO, Montana F e d e r a t i o n  o f  Teachers ,  Helena ,  N t .  - 
M r .  Brown r e i t e r a t e d  M r .  M u r r y ' s  p o s i t i o n  a s  s t a t e d  above.  

The committee w a s  a l lowed  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  
h e a r i n g  on HB 36  was c l o s e d .  Chairman G i l l i g a n  a s s i g n e d  t h e  t h r e e  
V o c a t i o n a l - ~ e c h n i c a l  b i l l s  h e a r d  by t h e  commit tee  t o  a  sub-committee.  
Those a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  sub-committee were, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Teague,  
Chairman, and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Yard ley ,  D a i l y ,  E u d a i l y  and Anderson.  

The m e e t i n g  ad journed  a t  1:00 p.m. 

/-  
Peter W. , Chairman 

MJW 




