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The meet ing w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  1 2 ~ 3 0  pn by Chairman 
Hershe l  Robbins. The s e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l  and found 
a  quorum o f  members p r e s e n t ,  Rep. South w a s  a b s e n t .  

HOUSE S I L L  439 :  Chairman Robbins i n t roduced  t h e  b i l l  and 
t h e n  s t a t e d  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  S t a t e ' s  
O f f i c e  would 3 x p l a i n  t h e  b i l l  and answer q u e s t i o n s .  I t  was 
then  exp la ined  t h e  b i l l  would a l l o w  c i t i e s  under 10,000 
popu la t ion  t o  d i s p e n s e  wi th  a  pr imary e l e c t i o n ,  and p r e s e n t  
law now s t a t e s  c i t i e s  under 3,500 d o n ' t  have t o  ho ld  such 
an e l e c t i o n .  There a r e  no c o u n t i e s  under  10,000 popu la t ion .  
T h i s  could be done if t h e  number of c a n d i d a t e s  exceeds  
tw ice  t h e  number of o f f i c e s  t o  be  e l e c t e d  and  t h e  com- 
n i s s i o n e r s  could  t h e n  ;ass a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  
w i t h i n  7 days  a f t e r  f i l i n g  d a t e  t o  announce no pr imary would 
be h e l d .  

Proponents  were c a l l e d  f o r  w i th  Dan Mizner o f  t h e  League 
of C i t i e s  s t a t i n g  he xis i n  s u p p o r t ,  t h a t  t h i s  would be of . . 
g r e a t  h e l p  t o  sma l l  c l z l e s  n o t  having t o  g o  t o  t h e  expense 4 
of a  primary when t h e r s  were n o t  many c a ~ d i d a t e s .  

There  were no opponents  t o  t h e  b i l l .  RE$. S a l e s  i n q u i r e d  
a s  t o  t h e  l i m i t  of 10,000 p o p u l a t i o n ,  aiA it w a s  exp la ined  
t h a t  any c i t i e s  ove r  g e n e r a l l y  o p e r a t e  urLder d i f f e r e n t  
l a w s  f o r  e l e c t i o n s ,  such a s  t h e  ci ty-manager t y p e  govern- 
n e n t s  and c o u n t i e s  would be c l a s s  "A" w h i c h  also have 
d i f f e r e n t  laws.  Hearing was t h e n  c l o s e d  on HB 4 3 9 .  

HOUSE B I L L  399: ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Harper of D i s t r i c t  30 
i n t roduced  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t i n g  i t  i s  t o  a l i o w  county  com- 
m i s s i o n e r s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c o r o n e r ' s  s a l a r i e s -  H e  s t a t e d  t h e r e  
had been problems wi th  t h e  b i l l  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  t h a t  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  i s  n o t  i n  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e  and t h i s  would h e l p  
i n  t h a t  m a t t e r .  

Proponents  were t hen  in t roduced .  Mike Melsy  of  t h e  Mon- 
t z n a  Cornoers A s s o c i a t i o n  spoke i n  f a v o r ,  and t h a t  when 
t h e  s a l a r y  i s  a t t a c h e d  a s  part of t h e  sher i f f ' s  s a l a r y  it 
c r e a t e s  problems. The bill w i l l  l e t  c o r i i s s i o n e r s  e s t a b l i s h  
a s e p a r a t e  s a l a r y  f o r  co rone r s .  

M i k e  Stcphen,  r e s e a r c h  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Xontana Assoc. of 
Count ies  a l s o  spoke i n  f avo r .  H e  d i d  have some q u e s t i o n  
on t h e  justice of peace s a l a r y  and t h a t  area of t h e  b i l l .  4 
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HE 399 c o a t .  
Mickey Nelson,  s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  C o r o n e r s  a s s o c i a -  
t i o n  a l s o  spoke i n  f a v o r ,  s t a t i n 9  i o c a l  c o n t r o l  would be  
o f  b e n e f l t  t o  t h e  c i t y  and c o u n t y  commiss ioners .  H e  t h e n  
g a v e  some examples  o f  s a l a r i e s ,  n o t i n g  o n e  i s  p a i d  $3 ,300  
i n  a f i r s t  c l a s s  a r e a ,  some $14 p e r  c a s e  and o t h e r s  a t  .- 
$695, w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e  b e i n g  365 d a y s  a  year  24  h o u r s  p e r  : - I  . . 

-d 

day ,  and b e i n g  on c a l l  c o n t i n u a l l y  s h o u l d  c a l l  f o r  a n  i n -  
c r e a s e  i n  s a l a r y .  

There  w e r e  no opponen t s  t o  t h e  b i l l .  R e p .  Harper  s t a t e d  
h e  hoped t h e  commit tee  would be  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  c h a n g i n g  
t h i s  s e c t i o n .  Rep. S a l e s  s t a t e d  i f  t h e  c o m i s s i o n e r s  w e r e  
a l l o w e d  t o  se t  s a l a r i e s  t h e y  c o u l d  move them up or  down a s  
 budge^ a l l o w e d ,  and w i t h  a  set s a i a r y  t h e  p e r s o n  r u n n i n g  
f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  s h o u l d  have known what it would b e  b e f o r e  
t h e y  r a n  f o r  o f f i c e .  Rep. Gouid i n q u i r e d  as  t o  how t h i s  
works when t h e  f u n d s  come from t h e  s h e r i f f ' s  s a l a r y  and i f  
he  was p a i d  t w i c e ,  it was t h e n  e x p l a i n e d  2 set p e r c e n t a g e  
o f  20% of  t h e  s h e r i f f ' s  s a l a r y  i s  se t  a s i d e  f o r  c o r o n e r s .  
Rep. Waldron i n q u i r e d  i f  a l l  c o r o n e r s  a re  e l e c t e d ,  and it 
was e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  a re ,  however i f  ~o o n e  r u n s  
f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  he  i s  a p p o i n t e d .  Hear ing  was t h e n  c l o s e d  
on HB 3 9 9 .  

%OuSE B l L L  488 :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Robbins i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  b i l l ,  
and asked  A r t  Korn t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  b i l l  f o r  him. M r .  Korn 
was i n t r o d u c e d  a s  s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r  of  t h e  Montana Volun- 
t e e r  F i r e f i g h t e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n .  He s t a t e d  t h e  p u r p o s e  i s  f o r  
i n t e r e s t  from i n v e s t m e n t s  t o  be c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  fire funds  
r a t h e r  t h a n  back t o  g e n e r a l  f u n d s .  The i n t e r e s t  would amount 
t o  80-90% of  t h e  budge t  of some v o l u n t e e r  d e p a r t m e n t s .  

Loren S t a n s f i e l d ,  c h i e f  o f  t h e  Missou la  d e p a r t m e n t  spoke  i n  
f a v o r  and gave  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  which i s  a t t a c h e d .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  s h o u l d  reap t h e  p r o f i t s  o f  t h e  i n -  
v e s t m e n t s .  

The Montana F i r e  F i g h t e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  also s t a t e d  t h e y  w e r e  
i n  s u p p o r t .  O t h e r  s u p p o r t e r s  w e r e  R o b e r t  E l l i s  of t h e  
v o l u n t e e r  f i r e m e n  and John Vaughn who made a  s h o r t  s t a t e m e n t  
i n  s u p p o r t  as  w e l l .  

There were no opponen t s  and q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  c o r n n i t t e e  were 
c a l l e d .  Rep. Gould i n q u i r e d  if t h e  money now g o e s  t o  t h e  
c o u n t y  t r e a s u r y  and t h e n  rzrnains i n  t h e  c o u n t y  g e n e r a l  f u n d ,  
w i t h  it b e i n g  s t a t e d  he was c o r r e c t .  Re?.  Gould i n q u i r e d  a s  
t o  t h e  amount c o n c e r n e d ,  M r .  Xorn s t a t e d  i n  M i s s c u l a  it w ~ u l d  
k e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $50  t o  60,000.  RE?. Burwitz  a l s o  i n q u i r e d  
f ~ r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  amount r e t r i e v e d  by t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  The 
?.?aring w a s  t h e n  c l o s e d  on HB 4 8 8 .  
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H O U S E  B I L L  4 3 :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  She lden  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  b i l l ,  
s t a t i n g  it sets  f o r t h  t h e  a r e a  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  by which 
a c o u n t y  commission s h o u i d  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  a s u b d i v i s i o n  d 
i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  l o c a l  governments  - 
would be aware  o f  t h e  s u b d i v i s i o n s  i n  a i l  c a s e s  and t h e n  
c o u l d  accept  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l .  They c o u l d  - 
l o o k  a t  what  t h e  s u b d i v i s i o n  would do ,  whe the r  it would have.-;:. 
a n  e f f e c t  on someone ' s  view o r  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r e .  
H e  s t a t ~ d  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a  l a n d  u s e  p o l i c y  i n  Montana and t h i s  
would be a  s t a r t .  H e  f e l t  t h e r e  would b e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s -  
c u s s i o n  of t h i s  m a t t e r .  

B i l l  Cunningham o f  Helena a s k e d  t o  s p e a k  a s  a n  opponen t  a t  
t h i s  tine a s  he had a p r i o r  commitment t o  f l y  o u t  o f  town. 
H e  s t a t e d  he f e l t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  no change  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  
i n t e r e s t  c r i t e r i a  a s  it now s t a n d s  and h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  
a t t a c h e d  a s  HB 4 3 ,  E x .  1. 

Tom C o l l i n s ,  Xont.  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  R e a l t o r s  t h e n  spoke a s  
a  p r o p o n e n t ,  and a l s o  o f f e r e d  a n  amendment, which i s  set 
f o r t h  i n  a l e t t e r  r e l a t i n g  t o  HE 6 6 6 ,  from t h e  p l a n n i n g  
d e p a r m , c n t  and which i s  a t t a c h e d  a s  Ex. 2 .  

E r n i e  Eeyer  spoke b r i e f l y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t i n g  
h e  f e l t  t h i s  was a  good s t e p .  

J i m  R i c h a r d  o f  t h e  DCA, p l a n n i n g  b u r e a u  spoke i n  s u p p o r t  
of t k , e  b i l l ,  and s t a t e d  t h i s  i s  a complex 2 r o c e d u r e  when 
t r y i n g  ta l e g i s l a t e  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y .  His - 3 t e m e n t  and 
2 u i d ~ l i z c s  p r e p a r e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  p r e v l o u s  HB 6 6 6  a r e  
a t t a c k d  a n d  h e  f e l t  t h i s  a p p l i e d  t o  HB 4 3 .  Ex. 3 .  

Mike S t e p h e n  o f  t h e  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  of C o u n t i e s  a l s o  
spoke  i n  s u p p c r t ,  s t a t i n g  he  f e l t  t h e  c r i t e r i a  o u t l i n e d  
would be usef.11. 

Rep. H u m i t z  a s k e d  t o  speak  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  i n t e r i m  
commi t t ee  on s u b d i v i s i o n s ,  s t a t i n g  t h e  committee f e l t  t h e  
b i l l  was n o t  p e r f e c t  b u t  was a  s t e p  i n  t h e  ?roper d i r e c t i o n  
and felt t h e  b i l l  s h o u l d  be  p a s s e d .  

F u r t h e r  o p p o n e n t s  w e r e  c a l l e d  f o r .  Rep. John V i n c e n t  o f  
D i s t r i c t  78  spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n ,  s t a t i n g  t h i s  b i l l  would 
remove t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  now i n  t h e  law and p a s s e d  i n  1975 
whit?- a l l o w e 2  ~ u b l i c  o p i n i o x  s--,d f l e x i b i l i t y  a t  t h e  l o c a l  
l e v e l  - M e  s t - : t ed  t h e  law prey. ~ o u s l y  r e q u i r e d  i n p u t  and 
t h a t  i t  be us?d i n  t h e  f i n s ;  2 e c i s i o n  a n d  HE 4 3  would t a k e  
t h i s  p o r t i o n  ~ l ~ t .  B e  f e l t  .+T,:C h a s  been  on the books should 
be u t i l i z e d .  H e  left a  s t - i z - - i e n t  o f  wha t  h a s  happened i n  
Bozenan, Ex. 1. 

Thurnzn T'rosner  o f  t h e  Lake County P l a n n i n g  Eoard a l s o  
3poke i n  o p p c s i t i o n ,  s t a t i n g  t h e y  have been i n  t h e  process 
cf b r i n g i n g  3 u t  a c o u n t y  l a n d  u s e  p l a n  and u t i l i z i n g  land 

a 
t h a t  is n o t  suitable f o r  agriculture fcr  devclo2ment an? 
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i iB 4 3  (cont.) 
t h e n  moving i n t o  o u t l y i n g  a r e a s .  H e  f e l t  t h e y  w e r e  d o i n g  
t h e i r  b e s t  t o  g e t  p u b l i c  i n p u t  and s a t i s f y  everyone,  b u t  
r e g u l a t i o n  was needed.  -. 

Gary Locke o f  t h e  B i t t e r o o t  C i t i z e n s  f o r  S e n s i b l e  Growth 
i n  Hamil ton  a l s o  spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n ,  and s t a t e d  h i s  : -. - i  . . 
t e s t i m o n y  was a b o u t  t h e  same a s  eve ryone  had stated. He 

-4 

s t a t e d  i f  t h e  p u b l i c  i n p u t  was t a k e n  o f f  t h e  books  it would 
be  j u s t  l i k e  h a v i n g  a  c l o s e d  h e a r i n g  on t h e  a r e a s .   is 
s t a t e m e n t  i s  made w i t h  o t h e r  s u b d i v i s i o n  b i l l s .  

Wes Woodgerd o f  S t e v e n s v i l l e ,  s p e a k i n g  a s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  
s t a t e d  he f e l t  t h e  p r e s e n t  law was workab le  a n d  t h a t  no 
change was needed.  H e  o b j e c t e d  t o  amending t h e  b i l l  and 
s u g g e s t e d  d o  n o t  p a s s .  H i s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  a t t a c h e d ,  Ex. 5 

J a n e  Mott  t h e n  spoke on  b e h a l f  of Herb Koenig,  S u p e r v i s o r  
o f  t h e  F l a t h e a d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  D i s t r i c t ,  s t a t i n g  t h e y  w e r e  
b a s i c a l l y  i n  f a v o r ,  however p roposed  a n  amendment which 
x o u l d  p r o t e c t  a r e a s  t h a t  b o r d e r  on a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d .  H i s  
s t a t e m e n t  i s  a t t a c h e d ,  Ex. 6 .  

B e t t e  Hoatad ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  League o f  Women V o t e r s  t h e n  
spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t i n g  t h i s  would e l i m i -  
n a t e  t h e  b a s i s  o f  need and p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  H e r  s t a t e m e n t  
i s  a t t a c h e d ,  Ex. 7 .  

James Haynes, r e p r e s e n t i n g  h i m s e l f  and Cormon Cause spoke ,  
s t a t i n g  t h e i r  main i n t e r e s t  i s  i n  open and e q u i t a b l e  govern-  
ment ,  and he  f e l t  t h i s  would n o t  a l l o w  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  H i s  
s t a t e m e n t  i s  a t t a c h e d ,  Ex. 8 .  

J a n  Brown, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  of Churches  
a l s o  spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n ,  s t a t i n g  t h e y  have  a d o p t e d  a 
p o l i c y  which s u p p o r t s  p l a n n i n g ,  e n e r g y  u s e  and env i ronment  
p l a n n i n g .  HB 4 3  i s  opposed t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  
H e r  s t a t e m e n t  and b r o c h u r e  g i v i n g  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  of t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  a t t a c h e d ,  Ex .  9 and 9-A. 

F r e d e r i c k  T o s s b e r g ,  o f  Hamil ton r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  B i t t e r o o t  
and R a v a l l i  County P l a n n i n g  Board a l s o  spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n  
t o  HB 4 3 ,  h i s  l e t t e r  is  a t t a c h e d  and makes r e f e r e n c e  t o  
t h e  Supreme C o u r t  d e c i s i o n  which s t a t e d  a l l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  
must be  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  See  Ex. 1 0 .  

Ron DeYoung of  F l a t h e a d  spoke r e p r e s e n t i n g  Henry F i c k e n ,  
Chairman o f  F l a t h e a d  County P l a n n i n g  Board,  s t a t i n g  t h e y  
would l i k e  t o  go on r e c o r d  a s  oppos ing  HI3 4 3  which  d e l e t e s  
l anguage  r e q u i r i n g  a  g o v e r n i n g  body t o  d i s a p p r o v e  a sub- 
d i v i s i o n  which is n o t  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  A i s  s t a t e -  
ment i s  a t t a c h e d ,  Ex .  11. 

Judy l l a t h e r y  o f  t h e  American A s s o c i a t i o n  c,f Unl -qe r s i ty  
Women a l s o  spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n ,  s t a t i r . 9  t h e y  had s u p p o r t e d  
HB 6 6 6 ,  but oppose  HI3 4 3  becncse t h e  p u b l i c  i n  trrest is  
d e l e t e d .  
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HB 4 3 ,  ( c o n t )  
1 

J i m  S t ephens ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Mzntana Fam.ers Union, Montsna 
Farm Bus iness ,  N F O ,  Mont. Assoc. of S o i l  Conserva t ion  D i s t . ,  
s t a t e d  he was r e p r e s e n t i n g  a l l  of t h e s e  o rga? . i za t ions  and - . (  

t h e y  oppose HE 4 3  due t o  t h e  f a c t  it d e l e t e s  t h e  e f f e c t s  
on a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and a l l  of --is i s  neces sa ry  f o r  t h e  pro-  -. 
d u c t i o n  of food i n  Montana. H i s  s t a t emen t  i s  a t t a c h e d .  . - - $  

--.4 , 

Deanna DeYoung, r e p r e s e n t i n g  Kontana Women Involved in 
Farm Economics a l s o  spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n ,  s t a t i n g  t h e r e  is  I 

no ::-ovision Ir. t h i s  b i l l  t o  ?e te rmine  t h e  e f f e c t s  on 
a g r i . : i l l t u r e .  Eer s t a t e m e n t  i s  a t t a c h e d ,  Ex. 1.2. 

Othec  t e s t imony  i s  a l s o  a t t a c h e d  f r ~ m  p e r s o n s  who were 
i n t e r e s t e d  and d i d  n o t  speak a t  t h e  hea r ing .  

Rep. Shelden tFLeq gave c l o s i n q  remarks,  stat--;:q h e  was 
concerned w i t h  page 1 of  t h e  b i l l ,  t h a t  t h e r z  had been 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  t es t imony and he f e l t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  by t h e  
committee would have t o  be made on t h a t  b a s i s .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h e  Supreme Court  d e c i s i o n  had come down a f te r  t h e  b i l l s  
w e r e  ;assed from t h e  i n t e r i m  subcommittee and t h i s  does  
have some e f f e c t  on t h e  b i l l .  He d i d  comment t h a t  some 
of  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p rev ious  law w e r e  5eg inn ing  t o  
work. 

There  w e r e  t hen  q u e s t i o n s  fro3 committee rnerrbers, and it 4 
was f u r t h e r  c l a r i f i e d  t h a t  t i ie  i n t e r i m  committee had made 
t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  b i l l  p r i o r  t o  t h e  Supreme 
Cour t  d e c i s i o n .  I t  was a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  HB 4 6  was a  b i l l  
a long  the same l i n e s  a s  HB 4 3 .  There w e r e  t hen  q u e s t i o n s  
which r e s e a r c h e r  Debbie Schn id t  answered r e g a r 2 i n g  t h e  
dir2ction t h e  b i l l  had take-  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  oche r s .  Rep- 
r - = , n t a t i v e s  i n q u i r e 3  a s  t o  >ny HB 6 6 6  .hsd not worked, some 
f 5 -: that i t  was jl : :s t  now be-;inning t o  be p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t .  

H c ? r i n g  was t h e n  c l s s e d  on HB 4 3 .  There being no f u r t h e r  
b~siness t h e  committee meeting was t h e n  ciuly ad journed  
a t  2rl5 p.m. 

- 3 ,  ,I :-- 
/ r /.?kern - , / I  I<'$~& 

P a t r i c i a  A. ~ a t f i c i d  
Co~kmit tee  S e c r e t a r y  




