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The m e e t i n g  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  5 :00  p m  by Chairman 
H e r s h e l  Robbins.  The s e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l  and  found 
a  quorum of  members p r e s e n t ,  a b s e n t  were R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
Hurwi tz ,  K e m m i s ,  Oberg, Sou th  and Waldron. 

Chairman Robbins t h e n  announced t h a t  some members had b i l l s  
i n  o t h e r  commit tees  2nd would be l e a v i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g  and 
r e t u r n i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  

HOUSE BILL 3 8 2 :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Menahan i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  
b i l l ,  and t h e n  i n t r o d u c e d  B i l l  O'Leary of B i l l i n g s  who 
would speak f u r t h e r  f o r  him on t h e  b i l l .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  
t h i s  would make p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t s  t h a t  have 
been i n  s e r v i c e  f o r  a number of  y e a r s  t o  c o n t i n u e  f o r  a  
c e r t a i n  l e n g t h  o f  t ime  when a n  a r e a  i s  annexed.  T h i s  
x o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  p r i v a t e  fire depar tments  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  
s e r v i c e  and n o t  have  a  g r e a t  l o s s  o f  r e v e n u e  immedia te ly ,  
and p e r h a p s  make a r rangements  f o r  s e l l i n g  equipment  o r  
s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  c i t i e s .  

Chairman Robbins t h e n  c a l l e d  f o r  Opponents:  Ray B i e h m ,  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana F i r e  F i g h t e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  from 
B i l l i n g s  F i r e  Department  a s  w e l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  as 
w r i t t e n  would. be  opposed,  and u n l e s s  t h e  c i t i e s  p i c k e d  
up t h e  t h r e e  y e a r s  a n n u a l  s u b s c r i b e r s  c o s t ,  t h e r e  p o s s i b l y  
would n o t  b e  any p r o t e c t i o n .  H e  gave  examples o f  t h e s e  
companies n o t  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e  t o  a l l  p e o p l e  i n  their 
a r e a s .  

Dave GOSS o f  B i l l i n g s  a l s o  spoke a s  a n  opponen t ,  s t a t i n g  
t h a t  i n  areas b e i n g  annexed,  t h e  t a s k  o f  d e l i v e r i n g  s t a t e -  
ments  t o  eve ryone  r e g a r d i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  and t h a t  even  though 
t h e y  were annexed t h e y  might  n o t  have p r o t e c t i o n  u n l e s s  t h e y  
w e r e  under  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e r v i c e .  

Dan Mizner o f  t h e  Mont. League of C i t i e s  a l s o  spoke a s  an 
opponen t  t o  t h e  b i l l .  H e  f e l t  r a t h e r  t h a n  p a s s  t h e  b i l l  
t h a t  t h e  c i t i e s  c o u l d  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  p r i v a t e  ccmpanies  
and a l l o w  them t o  phase  o u t  i n  t h a t  manner.  

Nr. O'Leary t h e n  gave  c l o s i n g  remarks  f o r  Rep. Menahan. 
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  r e g a r d i n g  p e o p l e  under  p r i v a t e  c o n t r a c t s ,  
some of  them have  r e f u s e d  any t y p e  of p r o t e c t i o n ,  however 
i n s u r a n c e  companies a r e  now requiring p e o p l e  t o  have  f i r e  
p r o t e c t i o n .  H e  u rged  p a s s i n g  t h e  b i l l .  
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HB 382  ( c o n t . )  There  were t hen  q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  com- 
m i t t e e  members. Rep. Gould i n q u i r e d  of a  member o f  a 
p r i v a t e  f i r e  company i f  t hey  had e v e r  r e f u s e d  t o  respond 
t o  a  f i r e  c a l l  i n  t h e i r  a r e a ,  whether t h e  people  were a  
s u b s c r i b e r  o r  n o t .  N r .  O'Leary s t a t e d  t h e y  had responded 
t o  a t o t a l  of 2 9 6  c a l l s  i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  and 1 1 4  o f  t h o s e  - 
were t o  homes n o t  s u b s c r i b e r s .  Q u e s t i o n s  con t inued ,  w i th  
r e f e r e n c e  be ing  made t o  a  s p e c i a l  f i r e  i n  ~ i l l i n g s  where 
t h e  home was l e f t  t o  burn.  I t  was b rough t  o u t  t h e  p r i v a t e  
company had p r o t e c t e d  a  home nex t  door that was n o t  a  
s u b s c r i b e r  and y e t  had l e t  t h e  home burn t h a t  was a l s o  n o t  1 
a s u b s c r i b e r .  Response was t h a t  t h e y  must have consen t  of 
t h e  owner, and it wcald break  t h e  c o n t r a c t  w i th  t h e  remainder 
of  t h e  s u b s c r i b e r s  if the f u l l  equipment were committed t o  
f i g h t  a  f i r e  t h a t  was n o t  a  s u b s c r i b e r .  This  d i s c u s s i o n  
cont inued  f o r  some t i m e .  Chairman Robbins t hen  sugges ted  
t h a t  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  and problems be brought  o u t  a t  t h e  
e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  and hea r ing  was c l o s e d  on HB 382.  i 
HOUSE B I L L  3 9 2 :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  McBri.de p re sen ted  t h e  b i l l ,  
s t a t i n g  she  had amendments t h a t  wolild make a s u b s t a n t i a l  
change from t h e  way t h e  b i i l  now reads .  She s t a t e d  t h i s  

1 
i s  in t ended  to c l a r i f y  t h a t  v o i u n t e e r  fire depar tments  can 
remain i n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  i nco rpo ra t ed  a r e a s .  This  would t a k e  
p l a c e  by a l l owing  them t o  remain i n  e f f e c t  and t h u s  would 
n o t  e f f e c t  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  v o l u n t e e r  f i remen.  

Chairman Robbins t hen  c a l l e d  f o r  p roponents .  A r t  Korn of 4 
t h e  Volunteer  F i remen ' s  Assoc i a t i on  s t a t e d  they  were i n  
suppor t  i f  t h e  r i g h t s  of t h e  v o l u n t e e r  f i remen would n o t  
be  i n  jeopardy.  Dave F i s h e r  a l s o  of t h e  v o l u n t e e r  f i r emen ' s  
a s s o c i a t i o n  spoke i n  suppor t  a s  w e l l .  R e  s t a t e d  any changes 
would r e s u l t  i n  v o l u n t e e r s  l i k e  himself  who were about  t o  
re t i re  n o t  being a b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  pens ion .  I 
Bob McCarthy, Chief Deputy County At torney  of Bu t t e -S i lve r  
Bow a l s o  spoke,  s t a t i n g  it should be made c l e a r  t h a t  a l l  
r i g h t s  of t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  would remain and they  would a l s o  
c o n t i n u e  t o  e x i s t  a s  v o l u n t e e r s -  

Dan Mizner of t h e  League of C i t i e s  a l s o  spoke i n  s u p p o r t ,  
s t a t i n g  he would l i k e  t o  s ee  t h e  committee c o n s i d e r  t h e  
amendments and r e w r i t e  t h e  b i l l .  

I 
1 

Richard ~ l l i s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  v o l u n t e e r  f ireman a l s o  spoke 
i n  f a v o r  a s  d i d  Richard Tretheway of t h e  same group.  There 

I 
were no opponents ,  and Rep. McBride gave c i o s i n g  remarks,  
s t a t i n g  t h e  b i l l  would t r y  t o  main ta in  the v o l u n t e e r s  t h a t  
were i n  e x i s t e n c e  b e f o r e .  Hearing was t h e n  c l o s e d  on 
EiL 3 9 2 .  

Chairman Robbins t hen  tu rned  t h e  meet ing ove r  t o  Vice 
Chairnan Arlyne R e i c h e r t  f o r  purposes  o f  hea r ing  a b i l l  

I 
he i s  sponsor ing .  
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HOUSE B I L L  118: ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Hershel  Robbins of D i s t r i c t  
46 ,  Roundup, s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  would a l l ow f o r  t h e  Ccunty 
s u p e r i n t e n a e n t  of Schools  o f f i c e  t o  be  c o n s o l i d a t e d  i n -  
t h o s e  a r e a s  t h a t  d e s i r e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n ,  and t h i s  i s  now on ly  . . 
i n  t h r e e  areas. The b i l l  would n o t  a f f e c t  o t h e r  o f f i c e s .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  had been e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of t h e  
s choo l  boards .  Rep. Robbins t hen  gave t h e  r e s u l t s  of a < - I  - 

< survey  t h a t  had been taken  of c o u n t i e s  having over  25,000 
popu la t ion  and t h e r e  had been a  65% response .  The su rvey  
inc luded  such i t e m s  a s  how much t ime  was devoted  t o  a c t u a l  
performance of  d u t i e s  and how much t i m e  w a s  s p e n t  v i s i t i n g  
schoo l s .  Response was t h a t  4 0 %  of t i m e  was s p e n t  v i s i t n g  
s c h o o l s ,  1 0 %  a c t u a l  performance o f  d u t i e s .  Rep. Robbins 
a l s o  s t a t e d  le t ters  had been r ece ived  i n  f a v o r  of t h e  b i l l ,  
and some s t a t i n g  they  d i d n ' t  f e e l  it had been needed. H e  
t h e n  p re sen ted  amendments which had been o f f e r e d  by t h e  
School Board Assoc i a t i on  and t h e  League of C i t i e s  and  Towns, 
a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  own amendment, a l l  of  which are t o  be con- 
s i d e r e d  by t h e  committee. H e  f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h i s  would 
a f f e c t  t h e  person  whose o f f i c e  was c o n s o l i d a t e d ,  and t h a t  
when s e r v i c e s  were c o n t r a c t e d  t h a t  person  would s t i l l  need 
t o  meet q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  

Vice Chairman R e i c h e r t  t hen  c a l l e d  f o r  p roponents .  M r .  
Robbins i n t roduced  Lyle  Eggum from t h e  O f f i c e  of P u b l i c  
I n s t r u c t i o n  who spoke i n  suppor t  of  t h e  b i l l  s t a t i n g  t h i s  
would i n s u r e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of t h e  t e a c h e r s  by a q u a l i f i e d  
person .  

Dean Zinnecker of t h e  Mont. Assoc i a t i on  of Count ies  a l s o  
spoke i n  f a v o r  s t a t i n g  t h a t  it had been d i f f i c u l t  i n  some 
a r e a s  t o  e l e c t  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  t h a t  had t h e  t e a c h e r ' s  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and s t a t e d  he d i d  have a  minor amendment 
t o  o f f e r .  

Wilma Cox of t h e  Montana Assoc i a t i on  of County T r e a s u r e r s  
spoke i n  suppor t  of t h e  b i l l  a s  w e l l .  

There  w e r e  no f u r t h e r  proponents and opponents  w e r e  called. 
Glennadine T e r r e l l ,  Lake County Supe r in t enden t  o f  Schools  
spoke,  s t a t i n g  t h e  survey d i d n ' t  a d d r e s s  a l l  of t h e  d u t i e s  
of a  county s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  She s t a t e d  t h e  job  i s  n o t  j u s t  
one room schoo l  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  b u t  i s  a l s o  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  
p u b l i c  and they  a r e  concerned wi th  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  
county.  They a l s o  work wi th  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s  i n  p r e p a r i n g  
s t u d e n t s  f o r  f u r t h e r  educa t ion .  

Margaret  Brown of Bozeman then  spoke,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  
w i t h  a  g r e a t e r  work load  now i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  t h e r e  shou ld  
be a  q u a l i f i e d  perscn .  The d u t i e s  i nvo lve  s p e c i a l  educa- 
t i o n ,  and a t  l e a s t  4 0  t e a c h e r s  under s u p e r v i s i o n .  T h i s  
cou ld  be a  d i f f i c u l t  p o s i t i o n  f o r  someone n o t  q u a l i f i e d  
a s  t h e r e  a r e  many s p e c i a l  educ<ation h e a r i n g s  t o  be h e l d .  
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HB 118 c o n t .  i 

W a l l a c e  V i n n i d g e ,  S u p t .  of  F l a t h e a d ,  s t a t e d  t h e y  have o n l y  a 
1 7  t e a c h e r s  and t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  migh t  be p o s s i b l e ,  however . 
h e  t h e -  ~ u o t e d  s t . l ? - _ z e s  t h a t  d e a l  x i t h  -,w d u t i e s  of t h e  

- -7 S u p t .  2 5  Schools. .:̂ ; s t a t e d  20-3-X7,  ?:LA, s t a t e s  a t  l eas t  -. 4 mcr:- .-: cf t i c e  c.::t g o  i n t o  s u p e r - ~ i s i u z ,  and 20-3-210, RCM; -,: 

d e a l s  x,?h s p e c i a l  2 u t i e s ,  and 42-t-18-?' d e a l s  w i t h  s p e c i a l 4  
e d u c a t ~ c 2 ,  Z+ ther.  went  i n t o  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  h e a r i n g s ,  
s t a t i n ;  t h e  c o u n t y  a t t o r n e y  i s  p a i d  a t  least $40.00 p e r  hour  
f o r  a  s p e c i a l  h e a r  - rLg,  o f  up t o  40 t o  6 0  h o u r s  a n n u a l l y ,  and 
t h a t  some h e a r i n g s  can  c o s t  a t  l e a s t  $2 ,000 ,  w i t h  c o s t s  b e i n g  
p a i d  from t h e  c o u n t y  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  o f f i c e .  They a l s o  
had 9 t e a c h e r s  f i r e d  i n  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t  and h e a r i n g s  had t o  
be h e l d  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e s e .  H e  s s a t e d  o t h e r  s c h o o l  s u p e r i n -  
t e n d e n t s  a l s o  come t o  him f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  s p e c i a l  programs.  
H e  u r g e d  a do n o t  p a s s  on t h i s  b i l l .  

Carey Lund a l s o  a s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  s t a t e d  they  d o  c a r e ,  and 
f e e l  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s  shou ld  h o l d  t h e  o f f i c e ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  
t h e y  would n o t  b e  i n  of £ i c e  i f  t h e y  d i d n ' t  c a r e .  

Leonard: S a r g e n t ,  e - : e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  of  t h e  Montana Schoo l  
Boards  A s s o c i a t i o n  spoke ,  s t a t i n g  h e  would l i k e  t h e  r e c o r d  
t o  r e f l e c t  t h a t  h:- nad proposed amendments t o  t h e  b i l l .  H e  
f e l t  t h e  2 r a f t e r s  -.ad r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of hav ing  
q u a l i f i e d  p e o p l e .  X i s  ainendments a r e  a t t a c h e d .  

There  being no f u r t h e r  opponen t s ,  Rep. Robbins gave c l o s i n g  
r e m a r k s ,  s t a t i n g  51le b i l l  i s  c i i r e c t e d  o n l y  a t  c o u n t i e s  t h a t  
have  c o n s o l i d a t e d  t h e i r  c o u n t y  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  w i t h  o t h e r  
o f f i c e s ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  r e a l i z e d  t h e  problem w i t h  c o u n t i e s  t h a t  
have  many r u r a l  s c h o o l s .  H e  s t a t e d  some c o u n t i e s  do n o t  have 
t h e  work load  t h a t  o t h e r s  have.  H s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  c o u n t i e s  
t h a t  have c o n s o i i d a t e d  t h e  c o n t r a c t s  have been g i v e n  t o  
n e r s o n s  that a r e  qualifies, a t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s a v i n g s  t o  t h e  
c o u n t i e s  i n  f u n d s .  H e  t h e n  c a l l e d  on S t a n  Z e z o t r a s k i ,  t h e  
r e a s e a r c h e r  from t h e  c o u n c i l  t h a t  had d r a f t e d  t h e  b i l l  t o  
g i v e  further e x p l a n a t i o n .  H e  s t a t e d  t h e y  had p r e p a r e d  t h e  
q u e s t i o n a i r e ,  t h a t  it  had gone t o  c o u n t i e s  w i t h  l e s s  t h a n  
25,000 p e o p l e ,  and was d e s i g n e d  t o  h i g h l i t e  t h e  d u t i e s  t h a t  
m i g h t  h a v e  t o  b e  c o n s o l i d a t e d .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  a t  p r e s e n t  
e x c e p t  i n  u n u s u a l  c a s e s  t h e r e  i s  n o t  much problem on t h e  
s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  h e a r i n g s ,  b u t  it c o u l d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  be 
a  p rob lem f o r  a l l  c o u n t i e s .  

There were t h e n  q u e s t i o n s  from commit tee  members. Rep. 
Azzara  i n q u i r e d  i f  t h i s  c o u l d n ' t  be  s t a t e d  it c o u l d  be  done 
when it was c l e a r l y  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of  t h e  coun ty .  Rep. 
V i r - S E X  i n q u i r e d  i f  t h e  h e a r i n g  o f f i c e r  r e c e i v e  : a d d i t i o n a l  
pay ,  s n s w e r  was t h z t  t h e y  do n o t .  Hear ing  was then  c l o s e d  
on HE 118. 
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HOUSE E I L L  3 6 6 :  Rep. K e s s l e r  s t a t e d  he  would l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y  
f o r  members t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a s  amended HB 366 r e a d  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  
however the l anguage  o m i t t e d  on seccnd  r e a d i n g  copy i s  s t i l l  
i n  t h e  s t a t u t e s ,  and t h i s  may have been m i s l e a d i n g .  

HOUSE E I L L  4 6 :  . Subcommittee r e p o r t  was g i v e n  by Rep. Kessler -. 
on HB 4 6 .  A l s o  p r e s e n t  was Debbie Schmidt ,  r e s e a r c h e r ,  who (-.; 

V 

stated t h e  s u b c o m i i t t e e  had c a r e f u l l y  s c r e e n e d  e a c h  page  of 
amendments and t e s t i m o n y  o f f e r e d .  Proposed amendments w e r e  
t h e n  g i v e n  t o  e a c h  member and a r e  a t t a c h e d .  Rep. Kessler 
t h e n  moved t h e  amendments t o  HB 46, however members a s k e d  
t o  s t u d y  t h e s e  p r i o r  t o  v o t i n g .  Chairman Robbins t h e n  
announced t h a t  on n e x t  S a t u r d a y  HB 46 would be  c o n s i d e r e d .  

A meet ing  was announced f o r  i2:30 p m  Thursday,  F e b r u a r y  8 
and 1 2 : 3 0  pm S a t u r d a y ,  February  iO. The mee t ing  was t h e n  
d u l y  a d j o u r n e d  a t  8:15 pm. 
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