
PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
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The meeting was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  12:30 p m  by Rep. 
Hershe l  Robbins, Chairman. The s e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  
r o l l  and found a quorum of members p r e s e n t ,  o t h e r  members 
a r r i v i n g  l a t e r  du r ing  t h e  meeting.  

HOUSE BILL 361: Represen ta t ive  Dassinger  of D i s t .  60 
p re sen ted  t h e  b i l l  s t a t i n g  it would i n c r e a s e  expenses  
a l lowed t o  county commissioners from $10 t o  $18 p e r  day,  
and would on ly  be  f o r  t hose  l i v i n g  SO m i l e s  o r  more away 
from t h e  county s e a t .  

Chairman Robbins c a l l e d  f o r  proponents:  Dean Zinnecker  
of t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  of Count ies  spoke i n  s u p p o r t ,  s t a t i n g  
t h i s  would be b e t t e r  t han  charg ing  a d d i t i o n a l  mi leage .  
There w e r e  t hen  a  f e w  comments from committee members 
and t h e r e  be ing  no opponents t h e  hea r ing  was c l o s e d  on 
EIB 361. 

HOUSE BILL 330 :  Represen ta t ive  Manuel of D i s t .  11 s t a t e d  - 
he sponsored t h e  b i l l  a t  r e q u e s t  cf t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  of 
Count ies .  The b i l l  would i n c r e a s e  t h e  m i l l  l evy  a l l owab le  
f o r  p u b l i c  b r i d g e s  from 3 t o  5 m i l l s  and a s p e c i a l  l evy  
from $ 4  m i l l i o n  t o  $ 2 0  m i l l i o n ,  and where i t  r e a d s  $20  m i l l i o n ,  
t o  be i n c r e a s e d  t o  $ 4 0  m i l l i o n .  

Chairman Robbins t h e n  c a l l e d  f o r  p roponents .  Dean 
Zinnecker of t h e  Assoc i a t i on  of Count ies  t h e n  spoke i n  
f a v o r ,  s t a t i n g  t h e  c o s t s  have i n c r e a s e d  due  t o  i n f l a t i o n  
and t h e  e x i s t i n g  l evy  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t .  

Chairman Robbins c a l l e d  f o r  opponents and Dan Mizner of  
t h e  League of  C i t i e s  spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n .  H e  s t a t e d  t h e  
r ea son  was due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c o u n t i e s  do n o t  assume 
t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  of r e p a i r i n g  b r i d g e s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  
c i t i e s  and f e l t  t h e  c i t y  should a l s o  be  a b l e  t o  i n c r e a s e  
t h e  l evy  i n  t h e  c i t y .  H e  s t a t e d  people  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  would 
be paying f o r  t h e  county b r i d g e s  because t h a t  i s  where t h e  
popu la t ion  l i v e s .  H e  sugges ted  an amendment on l i n e  1 4 ,  
page 1 t o  s t a t e ,  which s h a l l  i n c l u d e  any and a l l  b r i d g e s  
l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  l i m i t s  of m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  
a s  de f ined  i n  s e c t i o n  3  of  t h i s  a c t .  On page 2 ,  l i n e  3 
he  sugges ted  adding t h e  word " s t r e e t " .  I n  s e c t i o n  b ,  l i n e  
2 ,  page 1 and s e c  a ,  i i n e s  17 and 2 1 ,  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  
t a x a b l e  v a l u e  of t h e  e n t i r e  county.  

A 1  Thelen,  C i t y  Manager of  Helena spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n  a s  wela 
s t a t i n g  no county money had been spe;lt f o r  any b r i d g e s  i n  t h 8  
c i t y  and the city has had t o  i,icre;ise a d 3 i t i o n l  I e -~ ie s .  
H e  f e l t  2 r z i n a q e  s t r u c t u r e s  s u c h  a s  c u l v e r t s  shuxld a l s o  
be i r c l u Z e d .  
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Rep. Manuel t h e n  g a v e  c l o s i n g  remarks ,  s t a t i n g  t h e  c i t i e s  
and c o u n t i e s  would v o t e  themse lves  o u t  o f  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  
t h i s  p o s s i b l e .  H e  s t a t e d  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  z i t y  d o  use A 
t h e  b r i d g e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o t h e r  way around.  :. 
There  were t h e n  q u e s t i o n s  from c o r m i t t e e  nsrrbers .  D i s c u s s i o n  
c e n t e r e d  a round  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  c i t i e s  would o p t  o u t  i f  t h e y  .- 
c o u l d  and c o u n t i e s  l i k e w i s e .  Hear ing  t h e n  c l ~ s e d  on HB 330.: - 

V 

HOUSE BILL 318: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L i e n  s t a t e d  t h i s  b i l l  w a s  
a r e q u e s t  from t h e  Department  o f  Revenue and it c l e a r s  up 
t h e  p o r t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  pay ing  t a x e s  u n d e r  p r o t e s t .  M r .  
McGinnis o f  t h e  Dept. o f  Revenue spoke ,  s t a t i n g  i n  some 
c a s e s  n o t i f i c a t i o n  i s  n o t  g i v e n  o f  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  p a i d  u n d e r  
p r o t e s t  and when s u i t  i s  f i l e d  i s  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  f i n d  o u t ,  o r  
l a t e r .   his would p r o v i d e  f o r  surrmons and c o m p l a i n t  t o  be 
s e r v e d  on a l l  d e p a r t i i e n t s  concerned .  

Dean Z innecker  o f  t h e  Mont. Assoc. o f  C o u n t i e s  spoke a s  a 
p roponen t ,  and s t a t e d  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a n o t h e r  b i l l  coming up 
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  same s u b j e c t .  

Les Lob le ,  s p e a k i n g  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  and for o t h e r  a t t o r n e y s  
around t h e  s t a t e ,  s t a t e d  o r d i n a r i l y  t h e r e  would b e  one  y e a r  
t o  e f f e c t  s e r v i c e  o f  s w q o n s  and c o m p l a i n t  and under  t h i s  
b i l l  t h e r e  wouid be  60 d a y s ,  and t h a t  h e  w a s  s p e a k i n g  as  
a n  opponent .  H e  f e l t  t h e  problem w a s  ner-2ly a  lack of  
communicat ion between c o u n t i e s  and t h e  Dept. o f  Revenue. 
H e  f e l t  t h e  answer  was f o r  c o u n t y  a t t o r n e y s  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t .  H e  o f f e r e d  a n  anendment t o  t h e  b i l l ,  t h a t  
w ~ u l d  s t r i k e  t h e  6 0  day n o t i c e  and i n s e r t  120 days.  

Gene P h i l l i p s  o f  K a l i s p e i l  a l s o  spoke as  a n  opponent .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h e y  had a l a r g e  number f i l e d  e v e r y  y e a r  and f e l t  
t h a t  t h e  Dept .  of Revenue s h o u l d  o n l y  i n t e r v e n e  i f  t h e y  
f e e l  i t  n e c e s s a r y .  

Chairmzz Robbins c a l l e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  opponen t s .  There  w e r e  
none aEJ, Rep. L i e n  gave  c l o s i n g  remarks ,  n o t i n g  t h e  b i l l  
s h o u l d  r e l i e v e  some of t h e  problems now p r e s e n t .  There 
were t h e n  q u e s t i o n s  from c o r n i t t e e  members w i t h  Rep. Gould 
i n q u i r i n g  i f  t h e  documents  c o u l d  be m a i l e d .  M r .  Loble  
r e p l i e d  t h a t  i n  c e r t a i n  i n s t a n c e s  t h e  d o c m e n t s  have  been 
m i s l a i d  and  no n o t i c e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  Rep. 
P i s t o r i a  i n q u i r e d  i f  t h e  6 0  days  was too d i f f i c u l t ,  and 
P4r. Loble  s t a t e d  it normal ly  t a k e s  a full y e a r  f o r  a  s u i t .  
Hear ing  was t h e n  c l o s e d  on HB 318. 

The Committee z!?en went  i n t o  E x e c u t i v e  S e s s i o n .  

HOUSE BILL 2 7 4 :  It was moved by Re:. KessLer t o  amend 
HB 274 on page  2 ,  l i n e  4 ,  f o l i o w i n <  "town" t o  s t r i k e  
" a s  o f "  and  i n s e r t  "where s e r v i c e  c o m e n c e s  on o r  a f t e r  
3 u l y  1, 1979" .  V o t e  was c a l l e d  and a l l  v o t e d  "aye"  on 
t h e  amendment. Members d i s c u s s e d  whe the r  s u b s e c t i o n  3 
w o u l d  r e f e r  back t o  2 .  I t  wc:s c l a r i f i e d  it wouici not. 
222. K,ssier  stated t h i s  w o u l h p p p l y  ts p c o p l c  i n  r-he 
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f u t u r e  t h a t  would be wanting s e r v i c e  and they  would be 
r e q u i r e d  t o  s i g n  t h e  waiver .  Rep. McBride then  i n q u i r e d  
i f  t h e  b i l l  cou ld  r e a d  "o r  water  and sewage r a t h e r  t han  
w a t e r  o r  sewage and no ted  t h i s  was Page 1, l i n e  2 3  and .. 
page 2 ,  l i n e  8 .  Rep. Kessler agreed  and moved t h e  amend- 
ment on Page 2 ,  l i n e  8 and Page 1, l i n e  2 3  and l i n e  18.  --. 
S u b s t i t u t e  motion was made t o  have it meaning b o t h ,  and ( -; 

-4 

motion f a i l e d .  Rep. Kess l e r  moved t h e  amendment t o  r ead  
water ,  sewage, or wa te r  and sewage on t h e  l i n e s  t h i s  
wording i s  found,  v o t e  was c a l l e d  and motion c a r r i e d .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Kess l e r  t hen  moved HB 274 do p a s s  as amended, 
v o t e  was c a l l e d  and motion c a r r i e d  9 t o  8 .  House B i l l  274  
was pas sed  as amended. 

HOUSE BILL 305: Represen ta t ive  McBri.de moved t h a t  HB 305 
do p a s s .  Rep. S a l e s  s t a t e d  t h i s  a l l ows  men ta l ly  ill homes 
t o  be s e t  up i n  ccmmunities wi th  up t o  8 men ta l ly  ill 
p e r s o n s  and it seems t o  t a k e  one each  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of them, 
t h u s  t h e r e  might be 1 6  persons  i n  t h e  h o ~ e .  Other  members 
d i s a g r e e d ,  s t a t i n g  t h i s  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  c a s e ,  t h a t  
t h e s e  people  a r e  ready t o  be r e l e a s e d  and d o n t t  need t h e  
i n t e n s e  c a r e .  Rep. Azzara s t a t e d  t h i s  would on ly  a l l o w  
communities t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  zoning i f  t h e y  wished,  it would 
n o t  r e q u i r e  t h e n  t o  p l a c e  t h e  homes. I t  would t h e n  be a 
zonirlg m a t t e r .  Rep. S a l e s  then  i n q u i r e d  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
Supreme Court  d e c i s i o n  which says  corrnuni t ies  must a l l o w  
community f a c i l i t i e s  i n  any a r e a .  S u b s t i t u t e  motion was 
then  made by Rep. Gould t h a t  HB 305 do n o t  p a s s ,  v o t e  was 
c a l l e d  and motion c a r r i e d  9 t o  7 t h a t  HB 305 Zo n o t  p a s s .  

HOUSE BILL 388: Represen ta t ive  Kemnis moved arnendnents t o  
t h e  B i l l  t o  a l s o  amend Sec. 7-2-4608 r e l a t i n g  t o  annexa t ion  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  and which a r e  a t t a c h e d .  H e  t hen  r e a d  t h e  
proposed amendment. Vote was c a l l e d  and a l l  vo t ed  "aye"  
e x c e p t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Gould and P i s t o r i a .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Kemvis t hen  moved HB 388 do p a s s  a s  amended, v o t e  w a s  c a l l e d  
and a l l  vo ted  "aye"  excep t  Rep. Gould and P i s t o r i a .  M o t i ~ n  
c a r r i e d  t h a t  HB 388 do  pas s  a s  a-nended. 

HOUSE BILL 301: Represen ta t ive  Vinger moved t h a t  HE 3 6 1  
r e l a t i n g  t o  i n c r e a s i n g  expenses  f o r  county commissioners 
do p a s s .  Vote was c a l l e d  and a l l  vo t ed  "aye" e x c e p t  Rep. 
Robbins who a b s t a i n e d  and Rep- Moore who was a b s e n t  a t  
t h e  t ime.  Motion c a r r i e d  t h a t  HB 361 do p a s s .  

HOUSE B I L L  330: Represen ta t ive  P i s t o r i a  moved t h a t  HE3 330  
do p a s s .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Gberg moved t h e  amendments t h a t  
were o f f e r e d  by Rep. R e i c h e r t .  A f t e r  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  
amendment would a l t e r  t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  b i l l ,  Rep. Oberg 
withdrew t h e  n o t i o n .  Vote was then c a l l e d  on t h e  motion 
t h a t  HB 330 do p a s s ,  w i t h  a l l  v o t i n g  "aye"  except Rep. 
S a l e s ,  Moore and Robbins a b s t a i n e d .  Motion c a r r i e d .  

I t  was s t a t e d  HB 61 would be cons idered  l a t e r .  

I t  was then noted t h a t  iiB 5 6  w h i c h  hzd beex g i v e n  t o  
subcommittee had Seen t a b l e ?  and would n o t  r e y c i r e  a c t i o n .  
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Chairman R ~ b b i n s  t h e n  nade announcements o f  f u t u r e  
h e a r i n g  dates, b i l l s  t o  be hea rd  and s c h e d u l i n g .  

H e  a l s o  announced t h a t  t h e  s u b c o r m i t t e e  r e p o r t  on 
HB 4 6  would be  h e a r d  t h e  n e x t  day. 

There  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  mee t i ng  was 
d u l y  a d j c u r n e d  a t  2:10 pm. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT Caf%YITTEZ 

P a t r i c i a  A .  Hat f i e ld  
Committee S e c r e t a r y  




