Tebruary 1, 1373
Chalrwan Brand called the meeting to order ot 9:00 a.m., all membhers answerced

roll call.

HB 442-5ponsored by Rep. Meyer —— This bill deals with court reporte
sing their salary - the last increase they (d was in 1975, 7ad the inflation rate
since then has been absurd. I have vassed out a leaflet pL._“ ished by the court
reportess (see Atrackment #1), and there are reporters here .0 testify and answer
qbﬂatlc 1S5.

2rs and increa

IAURIE DIEMuRT-Montana Storthend Repairee's Association -~ I work for Judge Bennett.
She discuszsad an present at,dtutory wadge. I1F you don' € suppert this, our present
salary will be the same until 1981. She then described the duties of ocourt report:

&

taking tv.aumony verpatim and transcribirg it. We have to build up -ur speed until
we can take word for word. Continuing education cames out of our own pockets.
Contj_numg education has to be done alot boczuise of expert testimony, and if the
court can't afford a secretary, then we aleo dc
and our caseload has doublad, so the appeals cas
‘ surport for a deserved salary increase

e
at. Alot of overtime is involved.
s have doubled. I waould urge
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ED vEINIOR-L.ontana Court Reporters'’

cne out of the General Fund. We -

T T ae 4- - £ SO
We den't c‘m. any benefits from th.

-— The incregse we are secking doesn':
v; the county in which Lle case originat
ouUnky and I do get sick leave, bt if I got
there's no one to take my - 2. I urge your support.
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Link these people are deserving of some kind of increase and hope you
g
14

KROPP-1iuw many hours in an average viork week? WONTOR-Court reporters are paid on
the basis of cases in that district. Mincral county pays me 2. 2 It de
upon how long you spend in a county. We do get travel and hlleagz,. 8AL I wu.‘d
like to know what salaries these people are paid in different districts and what
other compensation they receive. DIFMERI-On paje 2, line 3, "official business" -
- this has never included continuing education. One county judicial district
would have $19,500 as a basis, but the n's only one district in the state like tha
AZZARA-Would everyone start at $19,000? WONTOR-Everyone starts at $19,000, I would
move right into $22,500 with this bill. PORI’EK—IS there a minimm speed to qualify
WONTCR-Not officially, but if someone takes this job and can't write at least 225
words per minute, they won't stay long. Our vocabulary has to be the same as any-
one testifying. KROPP-Is there quite a variance with different districts? W \m‘v{-
Yes, we have lardge metro areas arri small rural areas. A reporter in Conrad has
very different job th:m one i. Billirngs., PORTER-If you use the Ste'lv.yaph, I H\Avn
becn told there's an attachn b yiu can use to get Lra“xscrms“s mOre rapidly. I
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VINTOR-These ar »;4 't that good unt: 1 you reach a certain velume. BRAND-The counties
have always chastised us about nerdating salary increases. WON ORIt will be the
zame situation as I mentioned bef re as to snl towns and larcs cities. This is
an annuil salary, so I'm paid regredless. BRARD DUVE-Isn't theore sore

could tie your salaries into the countics so that vou wouldn't have to cone ’tff'?
the Legislature evory time?  WONIOR-There is nothing exishirg i
> would be more than pleased te do that.  BRAND-IE we draw uo s
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(BRATD concinued)-co that effect, could you oo 2iong with —han!
hired and fired by +he district jUd(_,ES- RRAI-would You *3‘3

the mum‘”fn vhere it is and increasing the maximm so the Sudee would '“ave v—:mo

leavay? WONTOR-We could go along with that but I se 10*161" doubt that taking the
[SeSie es.:a; from the judge would be very good. MAGONE-What ebout a cost of living

clavse? BRAND-We couldn't do that, and that's why I sugyes ted removing the bot-
tan line. WONTOR-We would be dealing with 15 Camnissioners in our district.

Ho 421-Svoncored by Rep. Underdal -- This was requested by the Department of Revenues,
and r;fe-rs to Section 6, Chapter 246, to retire General Obligation Bonds issued

1955 for the construction of the hospital. These bonds have all been paid uff
since 1973. This bill provides for the dispesition of the nonies and any furthe
monies that come in. A similar bill wes passed for the university systen canstruc~

cior fund. SO we want to put it in the Gencral Fund.

ce —— These bonds are already paid and there's
urg hare.

VEEA FRESHMAN-State Treasurer's Off
no need for this money to be sit

MARY CRATG-Acting Director, Departinent of Revenue —— There are additional account-
ing epenses involved in keeping this going.

NO OFPORENTS

?

on now on these monies will go directly into the General Fund. JOHMNSTON-Is there
a r_"e\fo_e_v.mg building fund that this could be put into? BARDANOUVE~Any surplus in
the Long Range Building goos back to the General Fund.

BERDOTI-Does this take care of any money received in the futura? FREIFMAN-Yes,
o =
L

FXICUTIVE SESSION

HB 421-FEDA moved DO PASS, which carried unanimously, SALES then moved that the

biil be placed on the Consent Calendar, which also carried unanimously.

5 442-JOFNSTON-I would like to amend $19,000 ard put it back to $12,500 with the
necessary title amendment. AZZARA-What about bringing Lhar up just a little?
BT would like to leave it up Lo the judjges and I don't want to tell than what
to do. SALFS-As a substitute amendment, what about each reporter being entitled
to receive an annual salary set by the judge in the district after approval of
tho county cauunissioners of the counties involved, (see HB 442, page 1, first sen-
ence) . McBRIDE-When vou have multiple counties involved that could be a problem.
MAONE-That would be leaving it wide open. MCBRIDE-You would be leaving the repor-
ter out in the oold as far as how much they would be paid. JOINSTON-I live in a
four county district and I think this would open it up for a fight between the
counties and the judiciary. BENNETT-Just cut out the saladeb entirely, and let
the judges give them what they want. AZZARA-If we cdon't give counties a way to
sct or generate revenue and do that, I think we should (Mmolp te the circle.

substitute amendment failed by voice vote, so the comnittee roverted to
5t n's original motion to delete "miniman” in the title and the fi L’bL saction;
icn carried with Kropp and Sales opposing.

2a185-T would Just like to see this nandled at the local lovel.



KHOPP made a
$22,000; and or a roll call vote the motion carrisd 16

substitute motion to amend the maximun salary fram $25, 000 down to
AFETH then noved that Kropp's ame qc‘hnwt be inciuded in his motion of AS AMENDED

DO PASS, which the oxwnittee approved.

KANDUCH then mwexi to add another secticn to read that salaries be set at such a

level to reflect 5% increase without <wceading the maximm; but due to the

evident ou;q:mowL of the comnittes, ho ;-uthdru: his motion.

The vote on BAETH's notion of AS AMENDLED DO PASS was 18 -~ 1, with Sales opposed

adjourned:  10:05 a.m.






