
HOUSE SELECT COlWITTEE ON WATER 

J a n u a r y  31 ,  1979  

~ h c  m e e t i n g  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman Day a t  1 :30  p.m. w i t h  a l l  
m ~ n 5 c r s  p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Hand, RobbSns,  a n d  S c u l l y .  
~ h c  f o l l o w i n g  p e o p l e  f rom t h e  Depa r tmen t  o f  N a t l r a l X e s o u r c e s  a n d  Con- ,( 
e r r v a t i ~ n  w e r e  p r e s e n t  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  where  t h e  Yel low- 
s t o n c  Ri-ver r e c e r v a t i o n s  w e r e  a l - l o c z t e d :  Ted J.  Doney, Gary F r i t z ,  
L a u r e n c e  Sirok.-:, , and Gary S p a e t h .  

1 
m~ -,D DGNEY b e g a z  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  Board  o f  N a u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  d i e  a n  
~ u t s t ~ i n d i n g  jcL 2n t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n s  on  t h e  Y e l l o w s t o n e  R i v e r  w a t e r  
r s s e r v a t l o n s .  3e s u b m i t t e d  a  r e p o r t  f rom D r .  W i l s o n  F. C l a r k ,  a member , 
o f  t h e  Board o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  a n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n ,  o n  t h e  Y e l l o w s t o n e  
2 i v e r  Water  R e s e r v a t i o n s  ( a t t a c h e d )  a n d  a  book e n t i t l e d ,  " O r d e r  o f  
b o a r d  of N 2 t u r 3 1 ~ e s o u r c e s  E s t a b l i s h i n g  Wate r  R e s e r v a t i o n s " .  T h i s  book 
is  a  f u l l  e x p l - a n a t i o n  o f  what  t h e  b o a r d  d i d .  ( t h i s  book i s  i n  t h e  pos- 
s e s i o n  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Day) 

The Gepar tmen t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  a n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  was h a n d i c a p p e d  
t 

i . r ~  ' h e l p i n g  t h e  b o a r d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were  u n a b l e  t o  conunuriicate w i t h  
then b e z a u s e  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  t h e  Depa r tmen t  had made o n  t h e  Tongue 
R i v e r  f o r  a  w a t e r  r e s e r v a t i o n .  They w i l l  n o t  make a p p l i c a t i o n  e v e r  
3 g a l n  so t h e y  w i l l  b e  able t o  work w i t h  t h e  b o a r d .  

G1:XY FRITZ, e x ~ l a i n e d  t h a t  i n  1 9 7 3  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s e d  t h e  Wate r  
- .  dsc A c t ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  f o u r  i m p o r t a n t  i t e m s ;  1) p u r p c s e  of t h e  res- 
c ~ v a t i c n ,  2) n e e d  f o r  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  3)  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  
4) the a v a i l a h i i i t y  o f  w a t e r .  

t 

11) 1 9 7 4  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s e d  t h e  Y e l l o w s t o n e  Mora to r ium.  T h i s  was 
a t h r e e  y e a r  i r torator ium,  b u t  was e x t e n d e d  f o r  5 y e a r s .  I t  w a s  f i n a l l y  
s e t t l e d  on Deccnhe r  1 5 ,  1978 .  

Tin ,:.t , a p p l i c a t i o n s  amounted t o  m o r e  t 5 a n  w a t e r  a v a i l a b l e  o n  the r i v e r  
17 a  o n e  y e a r  p e r i o d .  Xe t h e n  showrd t h e  c o r n l i t t e e  some c h a r t s  o f  
h o w  niuch watl-.r was a p p l i e d  for a n d  how much was a l l o c a t e d .  

rr, ' 
I rl? f o l l o w i n g  c i t i e s  w e r e  g r a n t e d  w a t e r  u n d e r  t h e  ~ t u n i c i p a l .  resexvat i o n s :  
L i v i n g s t o n ,  Eig Timber ,  Columbus, L a u r e l ,  B i l l i n g s ,  M i l e s  C i t y ,  G l e n d i v e ,  
a n d  B r o a d u s .  The m u n i c i p a l  r e s e r v a t i o n s  r e q u e s t e d  f o r  a o n e  y e a r  
11eriod was 3 9 1 , 5 1 0 . 9  a c r e - f e e t  o f  w a t e r .  The a c t u a l  amount t h e  b o a r d  
g r a n t e d  them was 0 0 , 9 1 3  a c r e - f e e t .  

S e v e r a l  a g e n c i e s  r e q u e s t e d  w a t e r  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  p u r p o s e s .  The a p p l i c a -  
tions am~unted t o  o v e r  1 m i l l i o n  a c r e - f e e o f  w a t e r ,  635 t h o u s a n d  a c r e  
fest were  a c t u a l l y  g r a n t e d .  T h e s e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  t o t a l  -lore w a t e r  t h a n  
L L  ,.:e - r i v e r  h ~ s  i n  low y e a r s .  T h e  p r i o r i t e s  a r e  a s  f a l i o w s :  1) a l l  

z \ u n i c l p a l ,  2) i n s t r e a i n  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a t  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  B i g h o r n  R i v e r ,  
3 )  i r r j r j a t i ~ r l  r s s s r v a t i o n s ,  4 1  i n s t r e a m  r e s e r v a t i o n s  down stream frorr, 
t h e  r iouth o f  tl-,t> Bighorn  R i v e r ,  and 51 a l l  p u r p o s e  s t o r a g s  r e s e r v a t i c n s  

11.3 ir ts  >?ere showr! G!I t h e  a n o u r i t s  o f  w a t e r  g r a n t e d  and  how milch would 
usi-:cl. f o r  .,L~ch area. The f l o w s  are grar : tcd  by the mor'th f o r  i r r i  g d t i o n  

&IlL-~;Gses. 



?'i!c.: irls'rr-car:! I -(2scrvat  i o n s  a r e  h e l d  j o i n t l y  w i t h  t h e  Departmerlt o f  
I:* 4 c , i.;ij snd Ga~x;;: ancrr the Department  of H e a l t h .  

~ ' i ; c ! - r - .  i s  2 n t i l l - i o n  ~ r e - f e e t  n o t  r e s e r v e d  i n  an  a v e r a g e  f l o w i n g  y e a r .  

,-3 77 T - 
I L ~ J  DONEY, s t a t t d  t h a t  t h e  Departments  recommendations were n o t  t h e  
s?me as  t h e  Boards .  They recornmended more w a t e r  n o t  be r e s e r v e d  w h e r e  
'i;?eSoard granter ' ,  a l l  of  it. H e  made it c l e a r  that t h e  Depar tment  of 
N a t u r a l  R s s o ~ i r c ~ s  and t h e  Board o f  N a t u r a l  Resources  a r e  d i f f e r e n t .  - , I . ?  .- 8a1zrd i ~ -  made up  o f  seven  members, and we a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Depar tment .  

The water r e s e r v e d  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  purposes  w i l l  have t o  be  j u s t i f i e d  
a n d  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  b o a r d  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  years . .  T h i s  w i l l  c o s t  
the i . ' r - r iga t ion  d i s t r i c t s  a b o u t  455 thousand d o l l a r s .  

W:I'i^tZSE:LTTATIVE PA:.IIREZ, s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e l t  t h e  wa te r  c o m i i i t t e e  s h o u l d  
i z v c s t i g a t e  and f i n d  o u t  who would have t h e  r i g h t  t o  change t h e  i n -  
stre2.3 r e s e r v a t i o n s .  

,-, ~ h c  m e e t i n g  w a s  a j o u r n e d  a t  2:15  p . m .  
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W i l l i c l m  M .  Day, Ch  l rman P 
J u d ,  2. Mock, S e c r e t a r y  




