
PROCEEDINGS 32' THE 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COM4ITTEE 
HOUSE OF PZPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 3i, 19-79 

The meet ing was set  f o r  5 : 2 0  o r  on adjournment and was - 
c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  4 :45  by Chairman Robbins. The s e c r e t a r y  < - !  .* 
c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l  and found a quorum p r e s e n t ,  a b s e n t  were 
Rep. Gould and Waldron. , 

HOUSE BILL  2 6 8 :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Oberg s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  
i s  des igned  t o  keep c i t i e s  from d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  a g a i n s t  l o c a l  
s t o r e s  t h a t  s e l l  a l c o h o l i c  beverages  as t h e y  a r e  l o s i n g  
b u s i n e s s  cn Sundays when people  a r e  go ing  o u t  of town and 
can  s t o p  a t  a s t o r e  cn Sunday t o  buy b e e r  f o r  a  p i c n i c .  

Chairman Robbins c a l l e d  f o r  proponents .  Bob Durkee of  t h e  ~ 

Montana Taxpayers Assoc i a t i on  was p r e s e n t  and s t a t e d  t h e y  
do s u p p o r t  t h i s ,  and t h a t  county and c i t y  laws va ry .  He I 
s t a t e d  t h i s  was t h e  same a s  when some c o u n t i e s  d i d  n o t  a l l o w  
s e l l i n g  a i c o h o l  and people  j u s t  went across t h e  l i n e  t o  buy. 
3e s t a t e d  t h e  laws of  c l o s i n g  du r ing  e l e c t i o n s  were r e p e a l e d  I 
because people  f e l t  t h i s  was no longe r  a problem and it should  
be t h e  same f o r  Sunday. There were no f u r t h e r  p roponents  and 
no opponents.  I 

Rep. Gbexg t hen  c l o s e d ,  s t a t i n g  he f e l t  t h e r e  w e r e  some 
g r c l p s  t h a t  would submit  w r i t t e n  tes t imony.  Committee member4 
i ~ q . ~ i r e d  a s  t o  p r e s e n t  law, and 2150 as to what s t o r e s  t h a t  
s t a y  open a l l  n i g h t  do i n  t h i s  case. Hearing was then  c l o s e d  
on HE 2 6 8 .  

HOUSE BILL 320 :  Rep. Ramirez, sponsor ,  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  b i l l  
and p r e s e n t e d  amendients  which a r e  a t t a c h e d ,  and would amend 1 
t h e  word d e l i n q u e n t  t o  "due", and r e p e a l  the remainder of t h e  I 
bill after l i n e  15.  Other  wording would t h e n  be added. 

Dennis Rehberg of  the Montana Assoc i a t i on  of R e a l t o r s  s t a t e d  I 
t hey  w e r e  i n  s u p p o r t  and t h a t  t h e  buyer w ~ u l d  be ab le  t o  pay 
t h e  whole t a x  o r  t o  have it appor t ioned .  T h i s  would p rov ide  
some r e l i e f  on t h e  t a x  burdens  when t h e r e  i s  a  l a r g e  amount 
owed. I 
Rep. Ramirez t h e n  gave c l o s i n g  s t a t e m e n t s  a f t e r  it was 
de te rmined  t h e r e  were no f u r t h e r  opponents  o r  proponents .  
H e  s ay5  the b i l l  had been r eques t ed  by the  County T ~ e a s u r e r s ,  

I 
and he would now t empora r i l y  c l o s e .  H e z r i n g  t hen  c l o s e d  on 
HB 3 2 0 .  I 
HOUSE 3ZLL 327:  The sponsor  was unable  t o  be  p r e s e n t  and t h e  
bill xas p r e s e n t e d  by Dean Zennicker of t h e  Montana h s s o c i a t i o d  
of c o u n t i e s  
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HB 327 ( c o n t . )  
M r .  Zinnecker s t a t e d  t h i s  b i l i  would t a k e  t h e  c o s t s  o f  t h e  
a u d i t s  o u t  of  t h e  l o c a l  budgets  a s  they  d o n ' t  Xnow when zn 
a u d i t  w i l l  be conducted o r  how e x t e n s i v e  and t h e y  are t h e n  
unab le  t o  budget  f o r  t h e s e  c o s t s .  The e n t i r e  p r o c e s s  is  
o u t  o f  t h e  hands of  t h e  l o c a l  governments. There w e r e  no --. 
c o s t s  p r e v i o u s l y  p a i d  by t h e  s t a t e .  There were no opponents  -2: 
and hea r ing  was c l o s e d  on HB 3 2 7 .  

HOUSE BILL 305: Represen ta t ive  Gesek, sponsor of  t h e  b i l l  
gave i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  s t a t i n g  t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  p rov ide  t h e  same 
zoning f o r  community f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  men ta l ly  i s  as  a r e  
c u r r e n t l y  i n  e f f e c t  t o  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  youth,  deve lopmenta l ly  
d i s a b l e d  and a l c o h o l i c  and drug dependent pe r sons -  H e r  com- 
p l e t e  s t a t emen t  i s  a t t a c h e d ,  E x h i b i t  "A" .  Chairman Robbins 
t h e n  c a l l e d  f o r  proponents .  

James Johnson,  a member of t h e  Governor ' s  menta l  h e a l t h  
adv i so ry  c o u n c i l  s t a t e d  t h i s  was be ing  done i n  Missoula  
and it would work s i m i l a r y  t o  t h e  d i s a b l e d  hones,  and t h e  
i d e a  i s  now t o  go toward home s i t u a t i o n s .  

There were no opponents  p r e s e n t  and Rep. Gesek s t a t e d  she  
f e l t  t h i s  a r e a  was overlooked a t  t h e  t ime t h e  l a w  was 
d r a f t e d .  Many o f  t h e  menta l ly  ill a r e  ready t o  go i n t o  a  
home s i t u a t i o n  and t h i s  a l lows  them t o  be i n  c o m , u n i t i e s .  

There were t h e n  q u e s t i o n s  from committee members, w i t h  Rep. 
Azzara i n q u i r i n g  a s  t o  why t h i s  c o u l d n ' t  be  handled w i t h  
l o c a l  zoning and t h i s  would g i v e  communities t h e  o p t i o n  t o  
make a  d e c i s i o n .  Rep. Kess l e r  s t a t e d  t h i s  had c r e a t e d  a 
problem i n  Missoula and ne ighbors  had o b j e c t e d .  k u g i e  
Hansen then  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  developmental ly  d i s a b l e d  peop le  
a r e  i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  a s  f a r  a s  s t a t e  l a w  i s  concerned and 
t h a t  t h e  Supreme Cour t  had upheld t h e  a l lowance of g r o u p  
homes. Rep. K e m r n i s  s t a t e d  t h e  Supreme Court  had d e f i n e d  
t h e  group homes a r e a ,  s t a t i n g  no community cou ld  zone 
a g a i n s t  t h e s e .  A f t e r  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  it was moved by 
R e p .  Oberg t o  a s k  a  d e l e g a t e  from t h e  Dept. of Hez l th  and 
Environmental  S e r v i c e s  t o  f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  
v o t e  was c a l l e d  and a l l  voted "aye" .  The h e a r i n g  was t h e n  
l e f t  open. 

There being no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  meeting w a s  t h e n  
d u l y  adjourned a t  5 :45  prn. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COIQ~IXTTXE 

P P T  _ ~ ~ ~ l m i t t e e  S e c r e t a r y  




