
HOUSE FISH AND GAME COIfiYITTEE 

January 30, 1979 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Staigmiller at 12:30 p.m. 
with all members present except Representative Ellis. I 
HOUSE JOINT R J F 3 3 L U T I O N  NO. 6 

REPRESENTATIVE SILL HAND, Chief Sponsor, introduced the bill. He 
stated that tlti3 was a resolution requesting that lands under study I 
for wilderness designation be returned to multiple-use management, and , 
requesting that lands presently designated as wilderness be reevaluated 
for possiblz return to multiple use, and to refain from further 
designating wiiderness areas without the approvai of the state affected. 1 
I am not trying to repeal the law I am just making a request so I I 
want everyone to understand that. 

I 
Some of the problems with the study of the wildernesi areas today are 1 

the fears of the people. Some of these people fear their jobs and 
the loss of these sacred areas. On the other side people fear the 
dcstructi-on of these lands and the game depletion. 

I 

PROPONENTS : 

BOB HELDING, Montana Wood Products Association, showed a map of the - 
U . S .  Forest Scrvice lands that were designated a wilderness area, Rare 
I1 areas, which are areas being studied for determination of becoming 
wil.derness, and lands under study by the Bureau of Land Management, 
that may become wilderness areas. 

a 
The University of Montana conducted a study and determined that 51% 
of peoples income is derived from the wild. The counties receive 25% 
of this revenue. Me then stated that this was down 17% since 1930 
and it will keep going down as long as our forest lands are designated 
wilderness. 

TP-D DALE, Montana Mining Association, stated that because the mineral 
wealth of Montana is gaologically located in the mountainous or western 
area of the state, he opposed any further wilderness withdrawals in 
high mineral potential areas. 

ROBERT MOUNTAIN, Beaverhead Chamber of Commerce, stated they feel the 
people of Montana through the legislative process should have some 
input on the final disposition of our national resources. 

JOE CROSSWHITE, %ETA-Operating Sngineers, stated that he felt growing 
trees were like growing wheat. They have to be harvested or they will 
go to waste. The bugs will take over and the trees will suffer. 

GERALD NEILS, Montana Logging Association, submitted an article from 
the E.lissouiian concerning the population boon and the need for the 
tinber to build more homes. He also submitted a chart of lumber pro- 
ductior,. (article and charts are attached) 
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PETER J A C K S O N ,  Wcts-Mont., e x p l a i n e d  a  s i t u a t i o n  where a  Montanan had 
r e q u e s t e d  a  C a l i f o r n i a  l e g i s l a t o r  t o  t r y .  and g e t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  
made i n t o  a  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a .  Through Congress  t h i s  was done. I f e e l  
t h e  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  have  t h e  f i n a l  s a y  on what w i l l  happen t o  o u r  l a n d s .  

FFANK DUNKLE, Montana Mining A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h e r e  i s  enough 
w i l d e r n e s s .  These  a r e a s  need management and by making them w i l d e r n e s s  
t h e y  c a n  n o t  b e  managed. W e  need t h i s  a c r e a g e .  

AL KINGTON, Wickes f o r  I n d . ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  w i t h i n  two h o u r s  e v e r y a n e i n  
t h i s  room c o u l d  v i s i t  f o u r  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s .  I d o n ' t  see a  n e e d  f o r  
anymore, maybe even less.  

DON ALLEN, Montana P e t r o l e u m  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  w e  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  
t h e  c o s t  o f  e n e r g y  t h a t  w e  have  t o  go  o u t s i d e  o f  o u r  s t a t e  f o r  be- 
c a u s e  we a r e  u n a b l e  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e s e  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s  and see i f  w e  

i 

can u s e  o u r  own r e s o u r c e s .  

Because o f  t h e  t i m e  l i m i t ,  B i l l  Asher ,  A g r i c u l t u r a l  P r e s e r v a t i o n  ~ssoci$!= 
t i o n  and Mike S t e p h e n ,  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o u n t i e s ,  w e r e  u n a b l e  
t o  speak  b u t  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  i s  a t t a c h e d .  

,REBECCA R. WILLIAMS, s t a t e d  h e r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  W i l d e r n e s s  A c t  o f  1 9 6 4  
and t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  f e d e r a l  government  a g e n c i e s  
and Congress  i n  implement ing  t h e  Act .  ( comple te  t e s t i m o n y  a t t a c h e d )  

C O N N I E  KRAUTTER, M i l e s  C i t y ,  h a s  a t t a c h e d  t e s t i m o n y  compi led  by h e r  
and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p e o p l e  from t h e  Miles C i t y  a r e a .  

ARNOLD RIEDER, s t a t e d  t h a t  he  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  of w i l d l i f e .  
H e  l i v e s  i n  t h e  E lkhorn  Ridge a r e a .  H e  wa tches  t h e s e  e l k  h e r d s  and 
f ee l s  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  e l k  i s  on Elkhorn  Ridge.  I f  t h i s  a r e a  had 
r o a d s  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  i t ,  b e f o r e  l o n g  t h e r e  would be no more e l k ,  I 
f e e l  t h a t  o u r  w a t e r  shed would a l s o  be  j e o p a r d i z e d  i f  t h i s  a r e a  was 
opened.  Many s t r e a m s  a r e  f e d  from t h i s  mounta in .  

H e  c o n c l u d e d  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  were g r a z i n g  p r i v i l e g e s  on t h e  
w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s  and t h e r e  n e v e r  h a s  been a  s i n g l e  head o f  c a t t l e  
l o s t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

J O H N  WILSON, Montana C o u n c i l  o f  T r o u t  Unl imi ted .  ( p r e p a r e d  t e s t i m o n y  
a t t a c h e d )  

D I C K  BOURKE, Montana Smal l  B u s i n e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  compared t h e  t o u r i s m  
t o  t h e  wood p r o d u c t i o n ,  t o u r i s m  2 %  and wood p r o d u c t i o n  3%.  W e  need 
t h e s e  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s .  

T. H .  B I R C H ,  Comqi t t ee  f o r  Western Montana W i l d l a n d s ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  
g roup  was formed b e c a u s e  o f  Rare I1 and w e  oppose  H J R  6 .  
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THURhnN TROSPER, M o n t ~ n a  WiLderness A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  
a c t  r e q u i r e s  --oca? hrl.ri.rt;s and t h e  i n v o l v e m e ~ t  o f  t h e  Governor and  
Local.. Cover=;i;ients 3 f f ~  ,:-:A. The prz.i=ess a l r e s d y  p l a c e s  t4e burden 
o f  p r o o f  on w i l d e r n e s s  : ,~< ,po i l en t s  s .nce d e s i ~ n a t i o n  reoilires a n  a c t  
o f  C o n g r e s s ,  whereas  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t c  d e v e l o p  w i l d l a n d  i s  i a d e  r o u t i n e l y  
a t  t h e  l o w e s t  l e v e l  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  Land Management Agency. ( a t t a c h e d  
t e s t i m o n y )  

I 
WILLA HALL, League o f  Women V o t e r s ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  oppose  t h i s  
r e s o l u t i o n ,  which w e  f e e l  s e e k s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  w i l d e r n e s s  e n t i r e l y  

I 
from o u r  f e d e r a l  l a n d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  sys tem.  ( p r e p a r e d  t e s t i m o n y  a t t a c h  

NEL ROSETTA, L a s t  Chance Audobon S o c i e t y ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  some a r e a s  a r e  
n o t h i n g  b u t  r o c k s .  I d o n ' t  f e e l  w e  s h o u l d  submi t  a l l  o u r  l a n d s  t o  
commercial  u s e .  

EILL CUNNINGHAM, s t a t e d  t h a t  S e c t i o n  3D1 o f  t h e  W i l d e r n e s s  A c t  s t a t e s  

I 
t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be l o c a l  p o s t i n g s  and h e a r i n g s  b e f o r e  any a r e a  c a n  be 
d e s i g n a t e d  w i l d e r n e s s .  W e  s h o u l d  look a t  t h e s e  a r e a s  on a  p e r s o n a l  
b a s e s .  I b e l i e ~ ~ e  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  would i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  a  c a s e  by c a s e  
p r o c e s s .  

O t h e r  oppcnentr .  ~3 t h e  1:11 t h a t  w t ? r e  u;:able t o  speak because  o f  l a c k  
I 

o f  t i m e  w e r e  a s  Eol lows:  Don M e r r i t t ,  hlcntana O u t f i t t e r s  and Guides  
A s s o c i a t i o n  ( p r e p a r e d  t e s t i m o n y  a t t a c h L l ) ,  C h a r l o t t e  E a s t e r  ( p r e p a r e d  
t e s t i m o n y  a t t a c h e d ) ,  Bob O s e t ,  W i l d e r n ~ s s  Ranger ( p r e p a r e d  t e s t i m o n y  
a t t a c h e d ) ,  Mark Dewant, Montana W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n  ( p r e p a r e d  t e s t i m o n y  
a t t a c h e d ) ,  D o r i s  Mi lne r  ( p r e p a r e d  t e s t i m o n y  a t t a c h e d ) ,  and J. R. S a r g e n i ,  
Corwin S p r i n g s .  

REPRESENTATIVE HAND c l o s e d  s t a t i n g  t h a t  w i l d l i f e  and w a t e r s  a r e  con- 
t r o l e d  b e s t  when managed, t h i s  can  n o t  h e  done i n  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s .  I 
u r g e  t h e  cor rmi t t ees  s u p p o r t  on  H J R  6 .  

I 
Q u e s t i o n s  were a s k e d  by t h e  committee members and t h e  h e a r i n g  on House 
J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 6 was c l o s e d .  

I 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1 4 5  - I 
REPRESENTATIVE J O H N  SCULLY, Chie f  Sy~onsor ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  would 
change t h e  Deparrment  o f  F i s h  and Game's name t o  t h e  Department  o f  
F i s h  and  W i l J l i f e ,  and P a r k s .  I f e e l  t h i s  s h o u l d  b e  changed t o  i n c l u d e  
t h e  p a r k s  b e e l u s e  t h e y  a r e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  Dapartment .  

I 
I would p r o p o s e  t h a t  a n  amendment b e  added t o  t h e  b i l l  e x p l a i n i n g  
t h a t  t h i s  change b e  a  g r a d u a l  one .  There  i s  n o t  r e a s o n  why l e t t e r h e a d  

I 
and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  need t o  b e  changed u n t i l  t h e  s u p p l y  i s  d e p l e t e d .  
w l l l  p r e p a r e  s u c h  a n  amendment f o r  t h e  committee.  - - 

& - 
PROPONENTS : 
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K E N  !iOOVESTAL, Montana Snowmobilers Association, commended the Parks 
Division for the excellent manner in which they have administered our 
f~eiiity development funds. They have been responsive to our needs 
and frugal in expending our monies. They constantly display a real 
concern for the requirements of the people of Montana. (attached pre- 
pared statement) 

BILL KIRKPATRICK, Champion International Corporation, stated that the 
Department deals in other areas besides fish and game in Montana. We 
feel the name should reflect the duties of that Department. We are 
in full support of this bill and recomed a Do Pass. 

ROBERT F. WAMBACH, Director of the Department of Fish and Game, stated 
that it seems reasonable to argue that a name should accurately 
describe the thing that is being labeled; and the proposed new name 
does a much better job than our current name. The cost of administering 
this change would be only about $200, because we would make the change 
a gradual one. (prepared testimony attached) 

MIKE STEPEHN, stated the increasing leisure time Montana's find them- 
selves with has brought about increasing demands for park type recreation. 
The aepartment has an increasing function to supply park oriented 
re4:restion. Over the years this increased emphasis on parks has 
brought about a larger staff in the presentMontana Fish and Game Depart- 
nent. The name change should reflect the total function of this 
Depzrtment and include parks. 

RKPRESENTATIVE ANN NARY DUSSAULT, commended the Department in a job they 
do well. She explained a situation that her and her family had with 
tl:e Department in selling some property to the Department for a park. 
Shc recommended a Do Pass recommendation. 

Other proponents submitting written testimony were: Don Mizner, Montana 
Recreation and Parks Association, Thomas J. Cash, Co~munity Development 
and Planning, William E. Leary, Canyon Ferry Recreation Association and 
Pcter Jackson. 

DON MZRRlTT, Montana Outfitters and Guides Association, stated that 
they see no need for the change. Hunting and fishing licenses bring 
in the revenue and are what most people are interested in. We recommend 
a Do Not Pass. 

REPi?ESENTATIVE SCCLLY closed by stating he was open to any questions 
the cormittee may have. 

At this tine Vice-Chairman Hirsch took the chair. 

MGUSE BILL NO. 153 
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REPRESENTATIVE JOHN B. STAIGMILLER, Chief Sponsor, stated that he was 
recommending that the committee Do Not Pass this bill. The purpose 
of this bill was to save the antlers of the game in the wild. I am 
requesting this bill be killed because since the introduction of the 

I 
bill I have lezrned that when antlers are in velvet they have to 
be refrigerated within four hours after being removed, therefore I 
do not think this bill has any real significance. 

I 
PROPONENTS : I 
L. R. SARGENT, Corwin Springs, explained that there was a game farm 
located close to his ranch and the owner of that game farm w a s  cutting 
these' antlers off of the elk and selling them for about 600 dollars 
per rack. I don't think this is right, so I am in support of this bill. 

I 
OPPONENTS: 

WELCH BROGEN, Cirinaban Game Farm, stated this proposed legislation is 
in conflict wit-h operations conducted in Canada, A l a s k a ,  California, and 
other states. Xontana is premature in this legislation. I 
DGN MERRITT, stated that some elk are still in velvet on September 15, 
opening day ~f hunting session, which would cause hunters to be in 
violation of the law. I recommend amending the bill to exclude this 
t Line. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2 : 3 0  p.m. 

n B. Staigmiller, airman 

Zudy J. Mook, Secretary 




