HUMAN SRV ICES COMMITTEE PROCEEDINCS:

[

Committee hearing was held January

Ty
Annex Room $#20. The meeting was called
mes and all members were present.

HOUSE BILIL #112--SPONSCR: Rep. Ellis, District #93, introduced
this bill whos purpose is to establish an oversight committee

for the Department of Institutions to improve development ser-
vices by bcttlﬂ] up a multipurpose caseworker, information and
reerrail systems. The Interim Committes on Human Services de-
cided that suct a bill is necessary to better implement these
services. This bill in essence would increase cooperation of

human services agencies. He mentioned existing co-operative
programs where similar programs are working very well, namely
Missoula and West Yellowstone. PROPONENTS: Judy Carscn, SRS,
spoke in support of said bill and claimed that the Department
has cooperated on projects and the passage of this bill will
develop new and betior wavs of servicing the people. Mr. Larry
Zanto, Department of Institutions, spoke out in favor of this
bill. Pat Wetson, Montana Human Resource Council, Directors
Associstion urged the committee to pass the bill. Rep. Ellis
in his closing statement urged the committee give a do pass
recommendaticn on House B1ill $#112 to improve existing services
and get more for the tax payer's doliar.

HCOUSE BILIL #201--SPONSOR: Rep. Azzara, District #96, stated
that his bill was drafted as per a regqurest from the Departront ‘
of Social and Rehabilitation Sexrvices and that it is brief o7
self-explanatory. . There has been a pr0ulom ia the past w1““
people on Medicare and Medicaide being discriminated against,
because they have to receive such a“”lsbance. This bill would
outlaw such practices. PROPONENTS: Mr. Rill ikard, Chief of
Medical Assistance Bureau of SRS, claimed that in the past scome
edical fac.ilities have prevented patients from receiving medical
assic zance because they were recipients of Medicare & Medicaide.
In ong =pecific cese, a nursing home operator told the Medicaide
patients irv his nursing home that they would have to leave with-
in one wee*. Thev also have been delaysd or in some cases
nied =zuch ~ryvices. This bill has no bearing on those not
] ned.ical assistance. This bill is in line with the
discrimination clause of the U.S. Constitution. Ms. Gail Stoltz,
Montana Human Resources Developmen+ Ccuncil, =said that on behalf
of low income people, the HRDC's primary concern is that these
individuals who are dependant on federal, state, or local public
medical assictance are not denied guality care because of that
dependancs. The situations that this bill addresses are: nursing
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homes, son shouid not ' denied space bacuase they are on
some f assistance. It they are already in a nursing home,
he removal or movement of itnat person can be traumatic. HRLC

it the Committee give a do pass recommendation on this bill.

' Annin, SRS attorney said that the bill was introduced
thoe problem of poor recipients who have bes=n denied ‘
the basis they are poor. Reports have been made O
i wvailable in nursing howmes and hcspitd:s, trut they
»d to these recipilents. Please give t

tnis bill a du
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raeconmendaticn.  OPPONENTS:

President of Hontau Hospital 1a

viders are ad muately coveread fe a n e

of discrimination, that he sces House Bill #2013 unnece ssary and

its adoption dangerous to the health care industry. Before any
hospital, skilled nursing faci lJty, or home health agency may be-
e

come a provlider under Medicaire, it's compliance with provisions
of Title VI must be assured Investigating must be and should be
done by the Office of vil Rights of the Department of Health
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Education, and Welfare, and to date no complaints have bheen filed
1n that office; so obviously all facilities are under compliance.

There has been one suit to date filed against a Great Falls hos-
ital by thﬂ American Indian Action Council in 1976. The Human

1

ights Comrmission found that on October 1, 1976, that the hospital
id not violate any part of the Human Rights rct. He aavocated
that the real purpose of House Bill No. 201 is contained in lines
3 and Z4 which will set up a situaticn where the SRS can name
reimburscment rate they want to pay these providers, under the
"eat that 1f they don't accept it, they will be forced into
yhtino discrimination cases. He reguested that House Bill No.
do not pass. Mr. Jerome T. Leondorf Montana Medical Assoc.,
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at the Department didn't understand the implications of the

111 when they wrote it up. Jcl 49—J¢(ex1stlng law pertaining
to subject) doesn’'t have the limitations which this biil would
place on all pa rtic1pants; recipients as well as providers. Mr.
Glenn Drake, Montana Nursing Home Association, handed ou* a patient‘l
bill of rights which is handed to each nursing home patient and
is required by the HEW. Section IV states "The patients is
transferred or discharged only for medical reasons, or for his
welfare or that of cther patients, or for nen-payment of his stay
(except as prohibited by Titles XVIII or XIX of the Social
Security Act), and is given reasonable advance notice to insure
orderly transfer or discharge, and such actions are documented in
his medical record”. Dr. John W. McMahon, Montana Medical asscc.,

gither accept or reject medical assistance patients on an alil
nothing basis. He feels that by pa solng this bill it would 4i
courage proviacers from accepting Medicare or Medicaide into their
facility and +lat this bill would hurt those it is desiane

help. "This bill will have a "catch-22" effect and I ur t
recommend a do not pass'. Rep. Azzara in his clesino sta;em;n

C
and the Montana Medical Care, savs that providers have option to
o
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addressed all the comments made as not realizing it's potential
and recommended that the committee table the bill to act upcen it
later.

It was the concensus of the committec that a study needed to be
made of the additional cost of the colocation of agencies cn
“ouse Bill Mo, 112 and that some scort of clause should be put in
if it's sister pill, House Rill #1117 did not pass.
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wos adjourned at 3:00 by Chairman Holmes.






