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The meet ing was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  1:00 pm by Chairman - - !  .., 
Robbins. R o l l  was c a l l e d  by t h e  s e c r e t a r y  and a l l  members 
were p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  for Represen ta t ives  South and Moore who 
were excused.  

HOUSE BILL 155: Chairman Robbins s t a t e d  Rep. Moore had asked 
t h a t  no a c t i o n  be  t a k e n  on t h e  b i l l  s i n c e  he was n o t  a b l e  t o  
be p r e s e n t .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Johnston t h e n  in t roduced  t h e  
b i l l ,  s t a t i n g  it would r e p e a l  t h e  s e c t i o n  prov id ing  f o r  
paying f o r  d e f i c i t s  i n  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  from t h e  s t a t e ,  
highway funds ,  t h a t  t h e s e  funds  would be  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
highway depa r t i i en t  and t h e  payments would be made from t h e  
g e n e r a l  fund.  

Chairman Robbins c a l l e d  f o r  proponents .  Jim Manion of  t h e  
AAA s t a t e d  he wished t o  speak i n  f a v o r  of t h e  b i l l .  H e  m a d e  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  s e v e r a l  Sena te  B i l l s  which would be t a k i n g  funds  
from t h e  highway d e p a r t i i e n t ,  S B  3 and S B  1 2 2 ,  and t h a t  t h i s  
would e v e n t u a l l y  mean u s e  of t h e  funds  would be a d r a i n  on 
t h e  system and t h e  highway t r u s t  accoun t -  H e  s t a t e d  he w a s  
n o t  opposed t o  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  but d i d  f e e l  it w a s  a 4 
d r e l n  on everyone.  

Chcirnan Robbins c a l l e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  p roponents .  There were 
n c s e  and opponents  t h e n  spoke.  Dan Mizner,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
Mont. League of C i t i e s  and Towns s t a t e d  t h e y  were opposed 
t o  t h e  b i l l  because t h e  money f r o m  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  t a x  had 
been a l l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  c i t i e s  and c o u n t i e s  i n  t h e  arnount of 
$ 6 . 5  M, s u r p l u s ,  and this was set  a s i d e  t o  go i n t o  that 
fund.  H e  s t a t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from s e v e r a l  c i t ies  were 
p r e s e n t  t o  testify. 

Ken Haag, D i r e c t o r  of P u b l i c  W r ~ r k s  in B i l l i n g s  spoke a s  
opponent ,  s t a t i n g  t h e  loss of  t h e  funds  would be d e t r i m e n t a l  
t o  t h e  p u b l i c  t r a n s i t  system i n  B i l l i n g s  and they  would have 
t o  c u r t a i l  t h e i r  s e r v i c e .  H i s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  a t t a c h e d  as 
Op. # 2 .  

Hugh S p a l l ,  C i t y  Commissioner of Grea t  F a l l s  s t a t e d  they  
would have t o  c u r t a i l  s e r v i c e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  only two 
c i t i e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  r e c e i v e  f e d e r a l  funding  and t h i s  
would b e  d i v i d e d .  H e  f e l t  t h e y  shcu ld  be g i v e n  a n  oppor- 
t u n i t y  t o  con t inue  z e c e i v i n g  s t a t e  a s s i s t a n c e .  

Don P e e p l e s ,  o f  B u t t e - S i l v e r  Bow government s t a t e d  t h e i r  
system had been o p e r a t i n g  a t  a d e f i c i t ,  t h a t  t h e  funding 
was n e c e s s a r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e c e i v e  f e d e r a l  a i d  a s  w e l l .  H e  

1 
stated t h e  mass t r a n s i s  system was a g r e a t  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  
senior c i t i z e n s  and hoped it could c o n t i n T ~ e .  
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HB 155 ( c o n t . )  
V i v i a n  C r a b t r e e  o f  Mountain L i n e  i n  Missou la  stated t h a t  
p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  of  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s  on the i n c r e a s e ,  
t h a t  s h e  f e l t  t h e  t a x  money s h o u i d  be r e t u r n e d  t o  t r a n s p o r -  
t a t i o n  a s  it d o e s  come from highway u s e r s .  

-. 
H a r r i s o n  Fagg,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  h i m s e l f ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  - : 

-4 

f u n d s  w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d ,  t h e  highway d e p a r t m e n t  would t h e n  
have  $ 1 1  m i l l i o n  s u r p l u s  f u n d s ,  t h a t  t h e  highway d e p a r t m e n t  
i s  n o t  s o  much i n  need o f  t h i s  e x c e s s  and t h a t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  e l d e r l y  and handicapped i s  needed.  H e  i s  opposed t o  
t h e  b i l l  a s  w r i t t e n ,  and p roposed  a l t e r n a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

Dave Ashley  o f  t h e  C i t y  of Helena ,  s t a t e d  h e  was i n  a g r e e -  
ment  w i t h  Rep. Fagg and  h i s  a l t e r n a t e  b i l l .  The C i t y  of 
Helena  o p e r a t e s  D i a l  A R i d e  d u r i n g  l e g i s l a t u r e  and t h e y  
d o  need t h e  f u n d s  t o  keep  t h i s  o p e r a t i n g .  H i s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  
a t t a c h e d ,  OP #7 .  

M a r g a r e t  Smi th ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
R e t i r e d  F e d e r a l  Employees s t a t e d  t h e r e  is sometimes no way 
f o r  e l d e r l y  t o  g e t  a r o u n d ,  t h a t  most  d o  n o t  d r i v e  a u t o m o b i l e s ,  
and t h e y  d o  have  a program f o r  s e l l i n g  r ide t o k e n s  t o  t h e  
s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s .  She i s  opposed t o  HB 155.  

Honty C a s t e e l  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Helena S e n i o r  C i t i z e n s  spoke ,  
s t a t i n g  t h e  D i a l  a Ride S e r v i c e  was v e r y  i m p o r t a n t ,  t h a t  
he  had no o t h e r  way o f  g e t t i n g  a round  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r s ,  
and t h a t  w i t h o u t  f u n d i n g  for t h e  b u s  s e r v i c e ,  t h e y  would 
be w i t h o u t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i f  it c o u l d  n o t  c o n t i n u e .  H i s  
f u l l  s t a t e m e n t  i s  a t t a c h e d .  

M a r i l y n  Hamil ton r e p r e s e n t i n g  S e n i o r  C i t i z e n s  and h e r  p a r e n t s  
s t a t e d  w i t h o u t  f u n d i n g ,  t h e  bus  s e r v i c e  may Se d i s c o n t i n u e d  
and it was a  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  

J i m  Gra iney  of t h e  Helena  S e n i o r  C i t i z e n s  a l s o  spoke as 
a n  opponent .  

There  w e r e  t h e n  q u e s t i o n s  from R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t h e  
p e r s o n s  t e s t i f y i n g .  Q u e s t i o n s  a s  t o  o n l y  f o u r  c i t i e s  i n  
t h e  s t a t e  h a v i n g  bus s e r v i c e  w e r e  answered,  s t a t i n g  t h e s e  
a r e  B i l l i n g s ,  B u t t e ,  Helena ,  a n d  now Great F a l l s .  Witnesses 
a l s o  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e c e i v e  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g ,  t h e r e  
m u s t  be s t a t e  cr l o c a l  matching f u n d s  and w i t h o u t  those 
f u n d s ,  t h e  t r a n s i s  sys tems  would n o t  be a b l e  t o  o p e r a t e .  

A f t e r  s h o r t  c l o s i n g  remarks ,  h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d  on HB 155.  
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HOUSE BILL 156:  The b i l l  was i n t r o d u c e d  by S p o n s o r ,  R e p .  
Danny Oberg. H e  g a v e  a  b r i e f  background,  s t a t i n g  this w a s  
t o  change  f i l i n g  f e e s  f o r  coun ty  offices tc r e q u i r e  a  1 
c a n d i d a t e  t o  pay  .5% o f  t h e  t o t a l  a n n u a l  s a l a r y ,  and would .. 
lower  t h e  f e e s  f 3 r  some and r a i s e  f o r  o t h e r s .  M o s t  c o u n t y  
o f f i c e s  s u c h  a s  c l e r k s  would be lowered from 1% and t h e  .- 
commiss ioners  would b e  r a i s e d .  H e  s t a t e d  t k i s  would make .- - 

\ 

t h e  f e e s  conform and  would encourage  p u b l i c  invo lv ,  nment. 

Chairman Robbins  c a l l e d  f o r  p r o p o n e n t s  and John B e l l ,  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  S h e r i f f s ,  C l e r k s  and R e c c r d e r s  s t a t e d  
t h e y  d o  s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l  because  of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between 
f i l i n g  f e e s  a t  p r e s e n t .  There  w e r e  no  opponen t s .  Rep. 
A z z a r a  i n q u i r e d  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  v a r i a n c e  i n  f e e s ,  w i t h  Rep. 
Oberg s t a t i n g  t h e y  p r e s e n t l y  r a n g e  from v i r t u a l l y  n o t h i n g ,  
o r  $5.00 t o  $50 .00 .  Rep. Azzara  s u g g e s t e d  t h i s  be g i v e n  
t o  the c c u n t i e s  t o  s e t ,  and argument  a ~ a i n s t  t h i s  was 
t h a t  t h e  c o u n t y  commiss ioners  wculd b e  s e t t i n g  t h e i r  own 
f i l i n g  fees. Rep. Oberg t h e n  gave  c l o s i n g  remarks  and t h e  
h e a r i n g  w a s  c l o s e d  on  HB 156.  

HOUSE BILL 139: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P i c t o r i a  i n t r o d u c e d  the 
b i l l ,  s t a t i n g  it would a l l o w  t h e  c i t i z e n s  t o  v o t e  on whe the r  
a  c i t y  c o n t r a c t e d  f o r  p r i v a t e  s e r v i c e s .  H e  s t a t e d  h e  
i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  b i l l  b e c a u s e  c i t i e s  a r e  supposed t o  o p e r a t e  
t h e  s e r v i c e s  on t i  n o n - p r o f i t  b a s i s ,  and p r i v a t e  c o n t r a c t o r s  
would nave  t o  r a i s e  f e e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  make a  p r o f i t  and t o  
pay t a x e s .  T h i s  would r e s u l t  i n  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t  t o  t h e  
t a x p a y e r s .  H e  a l s o  gave  G r e a t  F a l l s  a s  a n  example and 

4 
expounded o n  t h e  r e c e n t  e v e n t s  i n  t h a t  c i t y .  H i s  comple te  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  a t t a c h e d .  

Chairman Robbins  t h e n  c a l l e d  f o r  p r o p o n e n t s .  Don J u d g e  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana C o u n c i l  No. 9 ,  AFSCME, AFL-CIO 
spoke ,  s t a t i n g  t h e y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  b i l i  3nd f e l t  no  c o u n c i l  
s h o u l d  c o n t r a c t  p r i v a t e  s e r v i c e s  w i t h o u t  a v o t e  of t h e  
c i t i z e n s .  H i s  c o m p l e t e  s t a t e m e n t  i s  a t t a c h e d .  Prop.  1. 
H e  d i d  s u g g e s t  a n  amendment, Page 1, l i n e  15, f o l l o w i n g  
" p a r k i n g "  t o  i n s e r t  " s t r e e t  and a l l e y  z a i n t e n a n c e  and 
r e p a i r " ,  

Tom S c h n e i d e r ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana P u b l i c  Employees 
A s s o c i a t i o n  a l s o  spoke  i n  f a v o r ,  s t a t i n 5  t h a t  o n c e  a 
c o n t r a c t  i s  p u t  o u t ,  it can  become i r r e v e r s i b l e  and t h a t  
c i t i z e n s  shou3.d have  a  v o t e  i n  t h e  m a t t e r .  

Chairman Robbins  c a i l e d  f c r  f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s ,  t h e r e  were 
none and opponents were asked t o  speak. Don Peeples  o f  
S i l v e r  Eow government  s t a t e d  t h z y  f e l t  this shcuLd h e  a  
d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  l o c a l  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  a s  t h e y  o l r e a d y  
r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p e o p l e .  The c o s t  of  a  s 2 e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  would 
i n c r e a s e  t h e  cost of s e r v i c e s  f u r t h e r .  



Hi3 139 c o n t .  

Xen Haag o f  B i l l i n g s ,  p u b i i c  works d i r e c t o r ,  s t a t e d  =hey 
do n o t  c o n t r a c t  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  B i i l i n g s ,  however t h e y  d o  
f e e l  i f  a company would come i n  and s h ~ w  a  more e f f i c i e n t  
method o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e y  migh t  w i s h  t o  t r y  t h i s  i n  t h ~  
f u t u r e  and f e l t  t h e  c o s t  of a  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  would b e  --. - : 

i .  a t  l e a s t  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0 -  - 
John  Bulen ,  Mayor o f  G r e a t  F a l l s  s t a t e d  t h e y  were  opposed 
t o  FB 139 ,  and 5adn't been aware G r e a t  F a l l s  would be  on 
t r i a l  a t  t h e  h e a r i n g .  H e  s t a t e d  t-hey f e l t  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  
s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  e f f i c i e n t l y  o p e r a t e  t h e  c i t i e s .  
H e  a l s o  s t a t e d  i f  t h e  v o t e r s  are n o t  happy w i t h  t h e i r  elel-ted 
s f f i c i a l s ,  t h e y  do have  the r i g h t  t o  v o t e  them o u t .  H e  was 
of t h e  opini-on t h a t  t h e  b i l l  was t r y i n g  t o  d o  someth ing  a t  
a s t a t e  l e v e l  t h a t  s h o u l d  b3 t a k e n  c a r e  of a t  home, and 
wished t o  g o  on r e c o r d  oppos ing  t h i c  a c t i o n .  

S a n  Gesko, C i t y  Manager of Bozeinen s t a t e d  t h e y  d o  n o t  have  
a c o 7 t r 2 c t r  b u t  f e l t  t h e  city c o r n - i s s i o n e r s  a r e  e l e c t c d  
and g i v e n  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  c f  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  p e o p l e .  
I n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y  t h e y  s h o u l d  be q b l e  t o  -hose t h e  most  
e f f i c i e n t  method of  ~ p e r a t i r ~ g  the c i t y  and a v o t e  on such  
i s s u e s  c o u l d  i n v o l v e  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  who a re  opposed t o  a 
change o f  anv kind. 

A 1  T h e l e n ,  C i t y  Manager o f  Helena s t a t e d  t h i s  b i l l  c o u l d  
b e  p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t  by any c i t y  comrr~ission or by a referendum 
of t h e  p e o p l e ,  however i f  i t  were p a s s e d  he  would s u p p o r t  the 
a ~ e n c h e n t  o f f e r e d  a s  weil as a n  amendment t h a t  would make 
rhe  b i l l  a p p l y  t o  t h e  s t a t e  a s  w e l l .  

Roger Young of  t h e  G r e a t  F a l l s  Chamber o f  Commerce s t a t e d  
t h e  b i l l  i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  t h a t  h e  was i n  
ag reement  w i t h  p r e v i o u s  opponen t s  t e s t i m o n y  and would l i k e  
t o  g o  on r e c o r d  a s  such .  

Dan Mizner of the Montana League of C i t i e s  a l s o  entered 
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  HE 1 3 9 .  

Rep.  P i s t o r i a  w a s  t h e n  asked  t o  c l o s e ,  and s t a t e d  i n  
answer  t o  t h e  c o s t  of s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  he did n o t  mean 
a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  would need t o  b e  h e l d ,  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  
f a l l  on a r e g u l a r  e l e c t i o n .  He s t a t e d  he  f e l t  t h e  com- 
n i s s i o n e r s  were n o t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  p e o p l e  
and t h a t  t h e  Chamber d i d  n o t  a lways  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  working 
man. Chairman Robbins t h e n  opened q u e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  com- 
m i t t e e .  Rep. Gould i n q u i r e d  if t h i s  would i n c l u d e  n o t  b e i n g  
, 3 D l e  t o  c o n t r a c t  f o r  s t r e e t s ,  Rep .  P i s t o r i a  s t a t e d  i t  was 
f o r  s e r v i c e s  such  a s  w a t e r ,  sewer and  g a r b a g e .  There w e r e  
o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  by coinmittee members and t h e  h e a r i n g  was 
t h e n  c l o s e d .  
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HOUSE BILL  1 1 4 :  The b i l l  was i n t roduzed  by F:e?resentative 
Waldron. H e  s t a t e d  t h e r e  were no cormunities he was aware 4 
of a t  p r e s e n t  t h a t  have zoning r e s t r i c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  c h i l d -  .. 
r e n ,  however o t h e r  s t a t e s  have some a r e a s  w i t h  tk,? r e s t r i c -  
t i o n  and i t  was f e l t  by many it would be w e l l  t o  l ake  c a r e  
of t h e  matter before it s t z r t e d .  . - 

V 

There  were no prop.-,nents o r  opponents p r e s e n t .  T;ere were 
b r i e f  comments frc:-. t h e  c o m a i t t e e .  Hearing w a s  t;en c l o s e d  
on HB 1 1 4 .  

HOUSE BILL 163: Represen ta t ive  Metca l f ,  Sponsor ,  s t a t e d  t h e  
b i l l  was i n t roduced  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ' s  
o f f i c e .  Mike McGrath from t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  was 
p r e s e n t  and s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  was r eques t ed  to  c l a r i f y  a  p o r t i o n  
t h a t  had been i n a d v e r t e n l y  over looked i n  1977 when t h e  o r i g i n a l  
b i l i  was passed.  The b i l l  would c l e a r  up some of t h e  problem 
o n  g l v i n q  n o t i c e  on f o r e c l o s u r e s .  There was t hen  s t a t e x e n t  
i n  s u p p o r t  by John B e l l  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  S h e r i f f ' s  and Peace 
O f f i c e r s  Assoc i a t i on .  H e  stated t h i s  would c l e a r  up t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  f o r  n c t i c e  t h a t  ha5 been over looked.  There  were 
no opponents  and t h e  heari i lg was then  closed on H E  1 6 3 .  

Ther?  being no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  meet ing w a s  t h e n  d u l y  
ad jo -zned  a t  3 : 2 5  p m .  
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