
The House EIighwsys a n d  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o r n i t t e e  convened  i n  R o o m  
20 o f  t h e  C a p i t e l  Annex ,  on  T u e s d a y ,  J a n 3 u r : ~  2 3 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  a t  1: 50 p . n . ,  4 
w i t h  Chai rman B a e t h  p r e s i d i n g  and  f i f t e e n  nembers  p r e s e n t  ( ~ e p .  
Magone was a b s e n t )  . Chairmar- Bae th  opened  t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  a  h e a r i n g  
on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b i l l :  

I ~ D U S E  BILL 100 REPPESENTATIVE KERRY KEYSER,  D i s t r i c t  81 ,  t h e  
b i l l ' s  c h i e f  s p o n s o r ~ s a i d  t h i s  is  a n  a c t  to  

r e v i s e  t h e  law c o n c e r n i n g  h a a i t u a l  t r a f f i c  o f f e n d e r s  by r e d u c i n g  
t h e  t i m e  o f  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  p o i n t s  f rom f i v e  y e a r s  t o  t h r e e  y e a r s  
a n d  a l s o  r e d u c i n g  c e r t a i n  p o i n t  v a l u e s .  H e  s a i d  h e  w a n t s  t o  k e e p  
t h e  H a b i t u a l  O f f e n d e r s  A c t  a n d  t h i s  b i l l  i n  no  way w a t e r s  down t h a t  
a c t .  Rep. K e y s e r  s a i d  by  l o w e r i n g  it t o  t h r e e  y e a r s  t h e  h a b i t u a l  
o f f e n d e r s  wou ld  s t i l l  b e  so t a g g e d  b u t  n o t  t h e  ones who s h o u l d n ' t  
b e .  H e  s a i d  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  p o i n t s  f o r  c e r t a i n  o f f e n s e s  b r i n g s  
them more i n  l i n e  w i t h  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  o f f e n s e s - - l i k e  d r a g  r a c i n g  
f rom s i x  t o  f i v e  wh ich  i s  w h a t  r e c k l e s s  d r i v i n g  i s ;  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  
a  m o t o r  v e h i c i e  w i t h o u t  a l i c e n s e  f rom s i x  t o  two.  

MAJOR P. B .  TOOLEY, Montana Highway P a t r o l ,  was t h e  n e x t  p r o p o n e n t  
s p e a k e r .  H e  s a i d  t h e  main i n t e n t  o f  t h e s e  amendments t o  t h e  l a w  
was t o  comp1.y w i t h  s u g g e s t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  f rom t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s .  
H e  s a i d  t h e  t r u e  h a b i t u a l  o f f e n d e r s  amass p o i n t s  i n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  
s h o r t  amount  o f  t i m e  a n d  i n  b i g  c lumps ,  and  t h e s e  t h e y  g e t  t o  t a l k  
to .  S o ,  h e  s a i d ,  i f  t h e y  go  on a n d  v i o l a t e  a g a i n  t h e y  know w h a t  
t h e y  a r e  d o i n g .  However, t h e  o n e s  who p i c k  up t h e  p o i n t s  s l o w l y  
o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  y e a r s  a n d  e n d  up w i t h  t h i r t y  p o i n t s  a t  t h e  e n d  
o f  f i v e  y e a r s ,  may e n d  up q u i t e  s u r p r i s e d  t o  b e  t a g g e d  a  h a b i t u a l  

1 
o f f e n d e r .  H e  s a i d  t h e  P a t r o l  d o e s  n o t  g e t  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e s e  p e o p l e  
t o  warn them.  

Dur ing  q u e s t i o n s  f rom t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  Rep. Cooney a s k e d  how many 
h a b i t u a l  o f f e n d e r s  w e  h a v e .  M r .  Too ley  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  t h e  number 
k e e p s  g o i n g  u p ,  but t h e r e  i s  a b o u t  2 5 0  a y e a r .  R e p .  Cooney a s k e d  
i f  t h i s  number wou ld  change  i f  we u s e  t h e  t h r e e  y e a r  a c c u m u l a t i o n  
o f  p o i n t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f i v e  y e a r .  M r .  Too ley  s a i d  i f  w e  s t a y  
w i t h  t h e  f i v e  y e a r  t h e  nurnber w i l l  i n c r e a s e  b u t  s h o u l d  s t a y  a b o u t  
t h e  same i f  the change  i s  made. M r .  Too ley  a l s o  r e s p o n d e d  t o  a 
q u e s t i o n  t h a t  tr:e r e a s o n  f o r  d r o p p i n g  f r o m  s i x  t o  two t h e  p o i n t s  
f o r  d r i v i n g  w i t h o u t  a l i c e n s e  was t h a t  t h i s  i s  a v i o l a t i o n  t h a t  is 
n o t  a  h a z a r d  t o  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  I t  was b r o u g h t  o u t  t h a t  you  do have 
a 9 0  day  g r a c e  p e r i o d  t o  g e t  y o u r  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  renewed b e f o r e  
you  n e e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  t e s t  a n d  i f  you  h a v e  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  l i c e n s e  and  
h a v e  t h e  r ece i? t  t h a t  c a n  be u s e d  i n  l i e u  o f  a  l i c e n s e  f o r  s i x t y  
d a y s .  Chai rman B a e t h  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  t k e  r e a s o n  t h e  change  is  b e i n g  
a s k e d  i s  t h a t  a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  a r e  n e a r i n g  t h e  t h i r t y  p o i n t s  so t h e  
j u d g e s  a r e  b e i n g  l e n i e n t  i n  some c a s e s .  M r .  Too ley  s a i d  i t  i s  
c o m p l i c a t e d  to  7 c t  t h i s  i n t o  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  a s  it i s  c i v i l  law. 
t<e s z i d  t h e  j~ l ?e s  h a v e  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  nct: a n d  there i s n '  t much t h a t  
can be d o n e  t o  get them t o  e n f o r c e  i t .  



R e p .  T r o p i l a  s a i d  t h e  p o i n t s  f o r  d e ? i k ~ c r a t e  h o m i c i d e  s h o u l d  b e  
2 9 4  r a t h e r  t h a n  1 5 .  Rep. Woods s a i d  he  m i s s e d  the  d r i v e r ' s  
l i c c n s e  r e m i n d e r  c a r d .  M r .  Too ley  s a i d  t h e y  h a d  a l o t  o f  t r o u b l e  
w i t h  t h a t  l i t t l e  c a r d  and  t h a t  i s  why t h e y  d i s c o n t i n u e d  i t s  u s e ,  
p rob lems  l i k e  1 2 5 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  a y e a r  t o  n o t i f y  a n d  i n  f o u r  y e a r s  
many p e o p l e  h a v e  c h a n g e d  t h e i r  a d d r e s s e s .  

Chairman B a e t h  c l o s e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  t h e  h e a r i n g  and  opened  i t  
f o r  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n .  

EXECUTIVE S E S S I O N  

House B i l l  6 7  - Chairman B a e t h  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  h a s  come back  t o  
t h e  commi t t ee  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of t h e  b i l l ' s  s p o n s o r .  

Rep. Cooney moved t h e  b i l l  do p a s s .  Rep. T r o p i l a  s a i d  a f t e r  d i s -  
c u s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission and  o t h e r s  t h a t  t h e  
amendment h e  h a d  moved on  t h e  b i l l  was n o t  n e e d e d  and  h e  wou ld  l i k e  
t o  h a v e  i t  removed. T h i s  amendment was on page  2 ,  l i n e  5 ,  s t r i k i n g  
"making  a r r e s t s "  a n d  i n s e r t i n g  " i s s u i n g  c i t a t i o n s . "  H e  s a i d  he 
found  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  on t h e  books  f o r  many y e a r s  a n d  t h e  PSC h a s  
never m i s u e d  t h e  power a n d  h e  f e l t  i f  i t  c o u l d  s a v e  a  l i f e  it 
s h ~ u l d  s t a y  t h e r e .  H e  s e c o n d e d  p a s s i n g  t h e  b i l l  i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
s t a t e .  The m o t i o n  o f  do p a s s  was a p p r o v e d  unan imous ly  by  t h o s e  
p r e s e n t  (Rep.  Maqone a b s e n t )  . 

House B i l l  100  Rep. Cooney moved do p a s s .  Rep. T r o p i l a  moved 
a s u b s t i t u t e  mo t ion  t o  amend: Page  2 ,  line 2  

t o  s t r i k e  1 5  and  i n s e r t  2 5 ;  l i n e  4 ,  s t r i k e  1 2  and i n s e r t  20 ;  l i n e  
8, s t r i k e  1 2  a n d  i n s e r t  1 5 ;  l i n e  1 6 ,  s t r i k e  8 a n d  i n s e r t  1 5 ;  l i n e  
2 1 ,  s t r i k e  4 a n d  i n s e r t  1 0 .  Rep. L i e n  moved t h a t  w e  s e p a r a t e  t h e  
amendments a n d  t a k e  them one  a t  a t i m e .  H e  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  t i t l e  would 
a l s o  h a v e  t o  b e  amended t o  r e v i s i n g  i n s t e a d  o f  r e d u c i n g .  Rep. 
T r o p i l a  moved t h e  f i r s t  amendment on page  2 ,  l i n e  2 ,  t o  s t r i k e  
1 5  a n d  i n s e r t  25 .  Chairman B a e t h  a s k e d  Vice-Chairman Kanduch t o  
t a k e  t h e  c h a i r  s o  h e  c o u l d  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  H e  s a i d  h e  
h a d  s e r v e d  on t h e  J u d i c i a r y  Commit tee  when t h i s  p o i n t  s y s t e m  was 
f i r s t  b r o u g h t  up .  H e  was a g a i n s t  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  p o i n t s  a s  he  f e l t  
t h e  b i l l  was f a i r l y  w e l l  t h o u g h t  up. Rep- L i e n  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  i f  
a p e r s o n  h a s  commi t t ed  d e l i b e r a t e  h o m i c i d e  h e  w o n ' t  g e t  o f f  w i t h  
j u s t  1 5  p o i n t s .  H e  s a i d  i f  w e  r a i s e  t h e  p o i n t s  t o o  h i g h  t h e  o f f e n d e r  
w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  g e t  t h e  sympathy o f  some judge .  

Rep. K e y s e r  moved a  s u b s t i t u t e  mo t ion  $0 p a s s  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  a c t i o n  
on t h i s  b i l l  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g  when t h e r e  wou ld  b e  e x e c u t i v e  
a c t i o n ,  s o  t h a t  a l i t t l e  more c h e c k i n g  c o u l d  b e  done  w i t h  t h e  
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h a t  t h e i r  o p i n i o n  was.  Rep. 
~ r o p i l a  a g r e e d  t h i s  would  b e  a  good i d e a .  H e  s a i d  t h e  r e a s o n  h e  h a d  
moved t h e  amendments was t h a t  he  would l i k e  t o  ge t  t h e  h a b i t u a l  o f f e n -  
d e r s  o f f  t h e  r o a d s  b e f o r e  t h e y  k i l l  somebody. The  mot ion  t o  h o l d  t h e  
b i l l  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  c a r r i e d  u n a n i m o u s l y .  



l!Lqhwdys a n d  T r a r , ~ ; .  ~ r t a t l o n  
J a n u a r y  2 3 ,  1 9 7 9  
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House  B i l l  6 7  Rep.  T r o p i l a  moved t h a t  IiB 6 7  be o p e n e d  f o r  con-  
s i d e r a t i o n  a g a i n .  He s a i d  t h e  s e c o n d  arnendiiient 

p u t  o n  t h i s  b i l l  h a d  been  o v e r i o o k e d ,  a n d  t h i s  amendment h e  w o u l d  
l i k e  t o  have s t a y  o n  t h e  b i l l .  The m o t i o n  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  c a r r i e d  
u n a n i ~ o u s l y  w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  (Rep. Elagone absent) . Rep. T r o p i l a  
t h e n  moved that o n  p a g e  2 ,  l i n e  1 3 ,  f o l l o w i n g  " v e h i c l e s . "  t o  
i n s e r t  "The s c o p e  of  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n s  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  
o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  T i t l e  6 9 ,  c h a p t e r  1 2 . " ,  a n d  t h a t  HB 6 7  as  
so amended d o  p a s s .  T h i s  m o t i o n  c a r r j - e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  ( R e p .  Magone 
a b s e n t ) .  

M e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  a t  2:15  p.m. 

R e s p e c t f u i l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

L114-&dA-dL 
W I L L I A l  R .  BAETH, C h a i r m a n  

Enelia S a t r e ,  S e c .  




