
HOUSE FISH AND G-UIE CONPIITTEE 

t January 23, 1979 

The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. with all members present. 
The following bills were scheduled for hearing this day: House Bill 
No. 30, House Bill No. 38, and House Bill No. 145. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 30 

REPRESENTATIVE DAN YARDLEY, Chief Sponsor, explained that this bill 
was a request from the Department of Fish and Game. It provides for 
comnercial selling of Whitefish. 

PROPONENTS : 

JOHN BAILEY, Dan Bailey's Trout Unlimited, stated that there is an 
ovzrpopulation of Whitefish in the Yellowstone River. With the passage 
of this bill some of this overpopulation would be eliminated. Also, 
it would giv2 a small income to the ~c,Lred and older people who do 
a lot of fishing on the river. The provision in this hill that requires 
the comercial fisherman to report their catches, would enable the 
Department to close that particular area if the area becomes depleted. 

I wouid sugsest an amendment that Section 5 be stricken from the bill. 

) 20ji:J WILSON, ?!ontana Council oi Trout unlimited. Elany of our famous 
sport fishing rivers are now seemingly overpopulated with Whitefish to 

- ttie detrirner,t of both those who guide fishemen co~m~ercially, and those 
wk3 sirr,ply fish for pleasure. Take my word for it, some days all you 
catch zre Whitefish, even though the trout are there and trout are what 
you are fishing for. This we believe has a detrimental effect upon 
our sport fishing industry and the resulting tourism, which, as you 
k n c w ,  is a big chunk of the states' revenue. 

Also, we would recom~iend striking Section 5. (complete testimony attached) 

ART WHITNEY, Depat~ent of Fish and Game. The purpose of this legislation 
is to enable the Department of Fish and Game to allow limited commercial 
fishing for Whitefish by angling in areas where Whitefish are abundant 
and underutilized by sport fishermen. Such corfmercial fishing would 
better utilize a resource that is now vastly underutilized and also has 
the pctential of improving sport fishing for trout. 

W c  assume the comnission would initially open only one area, the Yellow- 
stone River near Livingston, to commercial Whitefishing. We estimate 
abcut 2 0  persons would wznt to engage in this activity. (complete 
testimony 7 t t 3 c l ~ e d )  

OPPONEN'I'S : 

)I ',:53i;RT vANDE~~T,TEF.E, Sportsman, explained that when he was in his early 
23's his dad had a commercial fishing industry on Lake Michigan. His 
f e .~ t r s  were that the trout and other fish in the Yell.owsto~.e River may 
be iost because of the nets that are set at night. This would and often 
rzc~s kill fish T-.-L- actually wanted, such as the trout. For this reason 
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I reconunend a DO NOT PASS. 

REPRESENTATIVE YARCLEY c l o s e d ,  a d d r e s s i n g  M r .  VanDewVere's comnen t s .  
T h i s  b i l l  o n l y  p r o v i d e s  f o r  commerc ia l  f i s h i n g  w i t h  a p o l e  a n d  l i n e .  

I 
The f i s h e r n e n  :,:auld n o t  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  u s e  f i s h i n g  n e t s  i n  t h e  r i v e r s .  
I u r g e  t h e  comi-1.i t tees  s u p p o r t .  1 
Q u e s t i o n s  a n d  comments by t h e  commi t t ee .  I 
S0r.e o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e s  c o n c e r n s  w e r e  t h e  $15 a n n u a l  fee  t h a t  would b e  
c h a r ~ e d  f o r  the c o r x n e r c i s l  l i c e n s e ,  how t h e  F i s h  a n d  Game would c o n t r o l  
t h e  a r e a s  f i s h e d ,  a n d  how many c o ~ m e r c i a l  l i c e n s e s  would b e  i s s u e d ?  I 
HOUSE B I L L  NO.  38 

REPRF,SENTATIVE ROBERT DOZIER, C h i e f  S p o n s o r ,  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  b i l l  s t a t i n  

a n d  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  Depa r tmen t  o f  F i s h  a n d  Game a s  t o  f i s h ,  game, game 
t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  would c l a r i f y  p ; o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  l a w s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  powers  

- a n i m a l s ,  b i r d s ,  f u r - b e a r i n g  a n i m a l s ,  a n d  nongame w i l d l i f e  o f  t h e  s ta te .  
This b i l l  would  g i v e  them t h e  power t o  s u p e r v i s e  o v e r  a l l  t h e  a b o v e  

I 
mclntioned s p e c i e s ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  privately o f  p u b l i c l y  owned. I 
PRZPONENTS : 

2 O H X  WILSON, Montana C o u n c i l  o f  T r o u t  U n l i m i t e d ,  s t a t e d  t h e y  f e e l  t h e  a e s s e n c e  o f  I lo :~se  B i l l  No. 38 would g i v e  t h e  Depa r tmen t  o f  F i s h  and Game 
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  to  supervise t h e  f i s h  h a t c h e r i e s .  I t  i s  a good i n v e s t m e n t  
t o  have  t h e  h a t c h e r i e s  c h e c k e d  and  it w i l l  a l s o  b e n e f i t  t h e  f i s h  h a t c h -  
e r i2s .  I 
F.  WQODSIDE WRIGHT,  Depa r tmen t  o f  F i s h  a n d  Game, s p o k e  i n  b e h a l f  o f  
Department. The  g e n e r a l  i n t e n t  of t h i s  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  is  t o  the I 
c l a r i f y  t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  s t a t e  and  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  D e p a r t n e n t  of F i s h  
and  Game, a s  t o  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  and  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  w i l d l i f e  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  o f  Montana.  ( c o m p l e t e  t e s t i m o n y  ~ t t a c h e d )  8 
HUGH ZACKRE1;-!, Xontana  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i c n ,  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  
c o n c e r n  was t o  g i v e  t h e  Depa r tmen t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  t h e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  
p r i v a t e  h u n t i n g  p r e s e r v e s ,  SVithout c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  p r i v a t e  game 
r a n s e s  t h e r e  i s  a  l o t  o f  u n f a i r  h u n t i n g  g o i n g  o n .  

2 - - 

WES VJCODGARD, i n d i v i d u a l ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  b i l l  g i v e  t n e  D e p a r t n e n t  t h e  

h u n t i n g  r a n q e s  th? Depar tmen t  o f  F i s h  a n d  Game s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  t h e i r  

1 
a u t h o r i t y  t h a t  we t h o u g h t  w e  a l w a y s  had .  I f  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  p r i v a t e  

r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

OPPONENTS: 

FRANK DUNKLE, Cams Breezer, I f e e l  t h a t  t h j s  bill w i l l  t a k e  away p r i v a  
p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s .  T h e s e  game f a r m e r s  pay  f o r  t h e  a n i m a l s  a n d  t h e y  b e 1  
to them. They pay  t a x e s  on  them j u s t  l i k e  you pay  t a x e s  o n  cows a n d  
h o r s e s .  The D e p a r t n e n t  o f  F i s h  and  Game s h o u l d  n o t  have  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  4 
t o  t e l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  how t o  r u n  t h e i r  own p r o p e r t y .  I recommend a DO NOT 

PASS. 
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Questions wcre asked by the cormittee. 

Some of the questions raised were; will this bill effect the private 
fish ponds? Reply: yes. How many private game ranges are there? Reply: 
132 game ranges in thf state of Montana, 15 of these are pay-to-hunt 
type game ranges. 

The hearing on House Bill No. 38 was closed. 

T!.. -, nearing on House Bill No. 145 will be posponed until a later date. 

EXECUTIVE SESSIOX: 

IZOUSE BILL NO. 30 - 

Reprcsentati~~e Curtiss moved DO PASS. 

A substitute motion was made by Representati-~e Metcalf TO AMEAD, by 
striking Section 5. The motion passed unanimousiy. 

Re~resentativs ~obbins made a substitute motion to DO NOT PASS. 

, 5.e~reser.tative Narks made 2 substitute motion over all motions pending 
TO AMEND, striking "Commercial Whitefish" on lines 3.3 and 14 and in 
the title. :?otion withdrawn. 

Representative Johnston moved House Bill No. 30 be put in a subcommittee 
for further consideration. The motion passed unanimously. Members of 
J- Lne - subcommittee are as follows: Representative Marks-Chairman, Represent- 
ative Thoft and ~epresentative Daily. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 p.m. 

Judy J. Mook, Secretary 




