
State of lbntana 
46 th  Legislative Session 

EDUCATION m,IIIm 

Minutes of Meeting 

A me t ing  of the Education Co&ttee of the House of Represe~tat: 1 ves FES 

called t o  order a t  1:30 p.m. on Monday, January 22, 1979 i n  R m m  5 of 
the Capitol Annex by Chainnan Peter J. Gilligan. 

The r o l l  was taken and shows tha t  Representative Yardley was excused. 
All  other  mmbers were present. 

The p u . s e  of the m t h g s  was t o  hear House B i l l s  175, 207 and House 
Jo in t  Resoluticn 7. 

~ h a i m  Gilligan asked Representative Ann Dusszult t o  begin the 
hearing on House Joint Resolution 7. Rep. Oussault informed the 
amnittee t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  had passed both houses l a s t  session but she 
had asked the p r io r i t i e s  carunittee not to consider it a t  
t h a t  par t icular  time. Rep. Dussault feels ,  however, tFlat t h i s  
legislat ion has enough ~ r i t  to be considered again this session. 

Proponents of House Join t  Resolution 7 were: 

Judy Johnson, 1505 Stuart, Helena, N t .  - M s .  Johnson t e s t i f i ed  
t h a t  "an i n t e m d i a t e  school d i s t r i c t  s t ructure in the  State  
of Montana could assure a l l  s tudentsof  an equal education 
background through several avenues such as sharing personnel 
not usually available to small school d i s t r i c t s  due t o  the cost 
factor,  i. e. , vocational education, math an6 science specia l i s t s ,  
coordinators, reading special is ts ,  music specia l i s t s ,  art 
special is ts ;  by sharing programs in special  education, T i t l e  1 
s p e c i a l i s t s ,  rredial delivery services; by sharing equimt, 
i.e., c a p u t e r  assis ted instruction, dr iver  education simulators, 
off-set printing; by sharing media services, i. e. , films, film s t r ips ,  
slides; by cooperative 'purchasing, i. e. , hot lunch programs, a t h l e t i c  
equipment, audio visual hardware, teaching supplies; by sharing 
inservice education and adult  education projects;  by sharing 
special  projects, i. e. ( gif ted and talented programs, munseling, 
library coordination arid by sharing specialized services, 
i. e. , electronic equ ipk t  repair,  scheduling and payroll and 
other  services." (See Exhibit 1) , 

Cheryl Hutchinson, Helena, M t .  - M s .  Hutchinson spoke i n  support of 
HJR 7. "In l igh t  of the r e a l i t i e s  of declining enrolbents  with 
dwindling resources and in view of Montana's geography and its large 
numbs of smaller d i s t r i c t s ,  it becones imperative t h a t  al ternat ives 
be considered whereverthey present themselves. Amng perceived 
benefits of i n t a m d i a t e  units,  const i tut ing cause f o r  the i r  consider- 
ation a s  an a t t rac t ive  alternative, are: increased cooperation 
between school & general g o v e n t ~ t  e n t i t i e s ,  be t te r  use of appropriate 
technology, improved resear&/developrnent/evaluation capacities , m r e  
effect ive dissemination networks & information systems. (See Exhibit 2) 
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Leonard Sargent, Helena, M t .  - Mr.  Sargent, t e s t i f i e d ,  a s  an 
individual who has wrked fo r  or  with intermediate service 
districts in Oregon , Washington, California, Texas, Colorado, 
Nebraska and New York., While t h e i r  structures vary, no 
s t a t e  which has implemented this concept has ever seriously 
considered abandoning it. Quite simply, it has proven too 
valu&le in increasing service w h i l e  cut t ing costs." 
(See Exhibit 3) I 

There.were no opponents t o  House Jo in t  %solution 7. 

Represent&ive IXlssault,in closing,stated this b i l l  m u l d  allow several 
school d i s t r i c t s  t o  band together t o  provide services which . 
could be used by many schools.. 

The hearing on House Joint Resolution was closed. ~haim-an Gilligan 
requested .&p. Bengston b e g i n  t h e  h e a r i n g  on  House B i l l  175. 

Representative Bengston explai'ned t o  the mmkttee HI3 175 muld require 
uniform age r e q u i r m t s  and passed out a "Rationale fo r  Passage" 
sheet t o  carrmittee nmkrs (See Exhibit 4 )  

Proponents of House B i l l  175 were: 

Representative Burnett - who rei terated Representative Bencston's 
point of view concerning t h i s  b i l l .  

John R. Fero, President, ,Pbntana Association of Elanentary School 
Principals, 402 N. Warren, Helena, M t .  
JXr. Fern stated the MAESP is in favor of Hi3 175. A poll  of 
the members of MAESP was recently taken and resu l t s  show a ten to  
one r a t i o  in favor of the b i l l .  (See Exhibit 5) 

Myrna Ridey, Kindergarten School Teachers Assn., Ilelena, M t .  - 
Ms. Ridey told amnittee l d r s  tha t  she m l d  never be sorry 
she let a child gain a ,yea r l  s maturity before entering him in 
a program. A child can be hur t  by pushing him too soon. She 
asked, "Why take a chance on destroying a ch i ld ' s  self-confidence? 
Let ' s  give every child a chance t o  be successful." 

Leonard Sargent, mntana' school Boards Association, 501 N. Sanders, 
Helena, M t .  - "We support this b i l l .  W e  do favor 
m assurance tha t  a local  school board could under i ts  
adopted policies mke vcept ions  when t e s t ing  indicated readiness 
suff icient  to be enrolled. " (See Exhibit 6) 

David Sextsn, 1232 E. 6& Ave, Helena, M t  . - (Pbntana Educatidn 
Association) The MEA a h e e s  with the need f o r  a uniform standard 
but is concerned about,the f l ex ib i l i ty  f o r  earlier entrance 
i f  a student is especially mature o r  gif ted.  There does not 
need to  be a m m n l y  bed date f o r  all districts. (See Exhibit 7) 

There were no opponents t o  ~ o u s e  B i l l  175 present. 
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Representative Bengston answered questions from the committee concerning 
whether the  cut-off date m l d  be September 1 o r  the f i r s t  school day. 

The hearing on House B i l l  175 was  closed. Representative Waldron 
began the hearing on House B i l l  207 by t e l l ing  the coaTsnittee what this 
b i l l  does is it passes a law that  mandates additional services, functions, 
o r  f a c i l i t i e s .  The l a w  doesn't b e m  effect ive unless it is funded. 

Proponents of House B i l l  207 were: 

Wayne Buchanan, Director of Special Services, mntana School Boards 
Association, 501N. Sanders, Helena, M t .  - "This b i l l  i f  successful 
w i l l  have two effects;  it w i l l  mandate t l a t  future legislatures take 
a hard look a t  the cost  and funding al ternat ives for  a l l  b i l l s  
affecting local school districts and it w i l l  cause measures t o  f a i l  
which do not provide f o r  just i f iable,  essent ia l  additions to 
the burden of services which local d i s t r i c t s  must provide." 
(See Exhibit 8) 

John F ~ O ,  Central Schoal, School Administrators of Montana, 
Helena, M t .  - The School Administrators of Wntana is in favor 
of this b i l l .  

Ed Nelson, Montana Tax Payers Association - "We support this measure 
but a re  concerned over the fac t  tha t  it doesn't  effect  ru le  
making on the part of education." (See Exkibit 1 0 )  

Dave Sexton, 1232 E. Sixth Ave., Helena, M t .  - (Montana Education 
Association) "We generally support the concept but have same 
concern about the ramifications. " (See Exhibit 11) 

There w e r e  no opponents of House B i l l  207 present. 

Representative Waldron stated one of the problems with school d i s t r i c t s  
is t h e i r  only source of revenue is property tax. H e  went on to  explain 
other mssible methods of funding available fo r  sclool districts. 
Representative Waldron suggested that  amendrrents t o  this b i l l  be given 
to him by Friday o r  Saturday. 

' I 

The C a m i t t e e  members were then allowed to  question the witnesses about 
the implications of House B i l l  207. The,hearing was closed. 

The -tin9 adjourned a t  2:55 p.m. 
I' 




