AR AT TSI T T A T T N S —
HUMAN SERVICHs TOMMITTEE PRCOCEEDINGS:

A Human Services Committee meeting was held January 19, 1979, in
Capitol &nnex rocm #20. The meeting was called to order at 1:30
p.m. by Vice-Chairman Gene Frates, and all members were present
ept for Rep. Holmes, who was excused.

HOUSE BILL # 115--SPONSOR: Rep. Steve Waldron, District £97 read
the bill stating that it would ban sale of low nutriticnal fcods
from the school grounds, and allows local trustees to set up
criteria and dc%zgnate the foods, Specific foods to be banned
would be candy, ice bars, pop, and gum containing sugar. The

Council on Montana Dental Health Association made a statement saving
they are concerned because vending machines on school premises

are stocked with foods containing high sugar. It makes these items
readily available, and they do not improve health, on the contrary

i
aid in its deterioration. Such vending muphlnes shou d Le removed
focd

from schools and replaced with good fo There lies a hypoorisy
in that you can't teach good nutrition whlle allowing Such Junk
foods to pe sold in schools. The high sugar foods raise bhlood
sugar level giving "instant energy”, but then this heightened level
drops again rapidly, causing withdrawal, fatigue, dizzineoss,
obegity, ard tooth decay. Junk food i3 low in vitamins, minersls,
and perpetratzs Vitamin B deficiencyv, . Also, "Junk fodd can aive
indiges nd has besn connected with dnemia, cances, neart
disease, and diaboetes,” says Dr. Yerd ot Oxford University. Sagar
b >alance in the calcium-phosphate relationship of

th PROPONEUTS: Dr. J., Terrell, frcm the Bureau of
De is running a dental program which instructs over
56, children a vear in the art of proper dental care.
Thay ke

ive than pagh a tooth brush, instruct them in their prope

ive & al lecture, and types of foods to avoid. “I find

J;sLurbing to complete the program and zee children
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o hall and buy a candy bar and ruin everything vcu
taught thaem. The schocl boards, by allowing such foods to he

ave ;
301d, are advocating consumption of junk foods. The only way you
possibly get rid of dental decay 1s to get rid of sugar in
. 1

explains Dr., Terrell. Ms. Helen Magnuson-Gerig,
Nutrition Coordinator for the Maternal and Child Health Bureau in
ant of Health and Environmerntal Sciences, requested that
give this legislation a do pass recommnendation. Mr.
chanan of the Montana School Board Association, showed
: srt for the concept of the bill, but claimed there are
"What's the definition of a low nutritional food?
cookies, brownies, etc., which are s21d a
Will they be considered in this realm t
of such legislation be? Who will cont
By taking this candy out of our schools,
out to other outlets +o get thelr junk foo
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NPEQOn M. A . witn the Mt. Assoc

Diztributors said ;xdt regarding correscondenc

tssistant Agriculture 5ecretary Carocl Tucker

Department plP‘OS :d a similar bill to U.3. Co ‘

the uproar mad. over Hls legislation, tnn Seh etary

says that tho decision will be held off because certai

need special attention. There have been three nationa

vosod, and the closest one to Montana is beinag held in a

Februarv 13, Maddox fel% that an issue such as this 1

with at local school board levels. The attached information showe '
the increase in school lunch participation since r‘en"ing machines have
been placed .n lunch rooms. Custer county principal says that if this |
pill were passed that the school wou;’ loose 94,5“ rer vear; this
revenue 1s used in students programs. Baucus feels that such a bill '
cassed would be unnecessary federzl control and that such decisions
should be wade by individual scheool systems. Mr, John Wilkerson, frowm
Beaverhead County High School feels that we should focus attention '
on derivaticon of Iunds by sale of candy across the counter. All funds

1

~d n thess saies are directly used to fund school szotivities,

I hens are taken away, then they will have +o be re-

rom other areas, Schools are already in financial
r

ded burden would make it worse. Mr. John Brown,
ional Honor Society and Vice-¥Fresicdent of .
iigh School claimed that ycu won't save anyone's
passing such legislation. He has consumed var
is not sickly and has no cavities. If the £
fr such sales are lost, would have Gevasts ‘
! rtivities as a whole. Mr, Dris ChAAcs, 0
Dvbli' ins “olt that we we d run inte difficulties

cmentin of bill. Wers . Virginia tried to go
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lagislation, » cause of oproblem of definitins

.
-nutritious foc-.:i. The Board of Trusitees cur-
on premises. .tis legisiation could tend to
ion .waking. Raooer than mandate a law, teach

igse dec-3ions with what they put into their mouths.
tends to take tway & very fundamental right we have, that
froedon of per:onal choice for studentz. Mr. Mike Parker,
a2t lve of Pennji:"n: from Great Falls had a copy of a lettar
+ th

m, Dean of Yomen at C.M. Russell, statin
‘1ng leaves students with two alternatives
pply for educational funds. Currently tl

absonce ol
activities,
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LOO many po ‘hasing after too few dollars. M=z. Barbara Rohertsson
toacher and or for the Decca program at Helsena High Scheol
concerned about nutritios, but that by re-
food from schocls, her students will be loosin
2vice. Her students are learning marketing,
promctions, invu"tory, advertising, seolliing,
‘ob in the business world could better train
programn. She feels that parents should take
in ani_z_,uct.inq chiidren in what tvpes of foods '
Teoocabanl winou Cues to stay away from. Mr, Can Carvr T N o el
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wait on our decision to make sure that ours
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