
HOUSE A G R I C U L T U R E ,  LIVESTOCK, ."LSD I R R I G A T I O N  COML'.IITTEE 

J a n u a r y  1 9 ,  1979 - 

* 

" b , ~  neeting w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by C h ~ i r m a n  Day a t  1:30 p.m. w i t h  a l l  
m~11ibt . r~ p r e s e n t  e s c e p t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Brand and g e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J e n s e n .  

2 O U S E  S I L L  NO.  1 3 4  

RZPRESENTATIVE BURT HURWITZ, Chief  Sponsor ,  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  b i l l .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  was a  r e q u e s t  from t h e  Montana Depar tment  o f  Live-  
s t o c k .  W e  knowof t h e  s c a b i e s  epidemic  and t h e  Depar tment  of L i v e s t o c k  
wan t s  t o  p r e v e n t  s c a b i e s  from coming i n t o  Montana. To d o  t h i s  t h e y  
a d m i n i s t e r  a d i p p i n g  b a t h  f o r  e a c h  a n i m a l .  House B i l l  No, 1 3 4  would 
dllow t h e  D e p a r t n e n t  t o  c p a r g c  a fee f o r  t h i s  s e r v i c e .  

PROPONENTS : 

CHARLES BROWN, Department  o f  L i v e s t o c k ,  was p r e s e n k  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
bill. H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  Department hoped t h a t  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
would do t h e  a c t u a l  t e s t i n g  and t h e  Deparment would s u p e r v i s e  t h i s  test- 
t i n g .  In t h i s  c a s e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  would r e c e i v e  t h e  f e e s  a l l o w e d  for 
i n  House B i l l  N o .  1 3 4 .  

E. F .  NEWCOMB, CVMI Department  o f  L i v e s t c c k ,  was p r e s e n t  t o  answer  any 
q u e s t i o n s  t h e  c o r n i t t e e  might  have.  

REPRESEXTATIVE HURWITZ, c l o s e d  uqi.ng t h e  c o r m i t t e e  t o  recommend a  DO 
PASS. 

I-IOiJSE BILL NO. 144 

FSPRESENTATIVE B I L L  HAND, Ch ie f  Sponsor ,  opened t h e  h e a r i n g  by e x p l a i n i n g  
t h a t  he f e l t  t h i s  law s h o u l d  be  changed t o  p r o v i d e  h e l p  for f a r m e r s  
u s i n g  s p r i n k l e r  sys tems .  The f a r m e r s  had no way of t e l l i n g  i f  t h e  
Mexican h e l p  t h e y  were u s i n g  w e r e  a l i e n s  o r  n o t .  They do n o t  want  t o  
be subjected to the p r e s e n t  p e n a l t y  as i n  t h e  s t a t u t e s  t o d a y .  

HAROLD ERIGGS, E r i g g s  Ranch I n c . ,  D e l l  Montana, e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h i g h  
school boys had been h i r e d  to move s p r i n k l e r  p i p e s  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
h o u r s  t h e y  had t o  work t h e y  d i d  n o t  s t a y  w i t h  it long.  The pipes have  
t o  be moved a t  6 : 0 0  a.m.,  which t a k e s  3 t o  4 h o u r s  a n d  t h e n  a g a i n  a t  
6 : 3 0  p . m .  f o r  t h e  s a m e  amount o f  t i m e .  

T ~ S  Xexican l a b o r e r s  do a f i n e  j o b ,  house t h e m s e l v e s ,  f e e d  t h e m s e l v e s ,  
and cornply t o  th:! hours  w e  need t h e n .  I t  i s  h a r d  to t e l l  i f  w e  a r e  i n  
v i c l a t i c n  o f  the a l i e n  law,  whcn we h i r e  t h e s e  Mexicans.  T h i s  b i l l  
*.;.;c..iid a l lo i+  u s  t o  h i r e  t h i s  h e l p  and n o t  be s u b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  f i n e s  a s  
s t a t e d  i n  the p r e s e n t  law. 

',V. L .  S'TAUDE?i>:Ek"ER, S ~ r i n g  Creek Farms, and TED C H R I S T I A N S E N ,  Christiansen 
C a t t l e  Company were a l s o  p r e s e n t  a s  p r o p o n e n t s  and a v a i l a b l e  f o r  q s e s t i o n s .  

-,I?-. -, 7 -T , , -  

..,,? L - L ~ ~ ~ ~ T A ' I ' ? : ' T ;  Ii7i:JD c l o s e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  g i v i n g  some statistics on the 
n-!:iler o f  P!c:i3.s.;ns o u t  o f  work. They are valuabls t o  the farrners cSuring 
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- 
the i r r i g a t i o n  p e r i o d  and I hope t h e  commit tee  w i l l  g i v e  t h i s  b i l l  a 
DO PASS recommendation. 

I 
Q t i c s t i o n s  w e r e  a s k e d  by t h e  conunittee members. Some o f  t h e  problems 
t he  commi t t ee  a s k e d  a b o u t  were why t h e  f a r m e r s  d i d  n o t  a s k  f o r  s o c i a l  
s e c u r i t y  c a r d s  from t h e  Mexicans? The r e p l y  was t h a t  if t h e y  d i d n ' t  
have a c a r d  t h e y  would f i n d  a  way t o  g e t  o n e ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a l e g a l  
one. Most farm l a b o r  was c o n t r a c t e d  l e a v i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  payment 
u p  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  When asked  i f  anyone had been  s u j e c t  t o  a f i n e ,  

I 
t h e  r e p l y  was no.  

4 

REPRESENTATIVE JOHNSON recommended t h e  commit tee  l o o k  i n t o  r e p e a l i n g  t h e  
p r e s e n t  l a w  o r  f i n d i n g  a  way t o  exempt t h e s e  f a r m e r s  f r o m  t h e  f i n e  
w i t h o u t  t h e  passage o f  House B i l l  No. 1 3 4 .  The r e a s o n  b e i n g  t h e r e  may 
be piob lems  i n v o l v i n g  o t h e r  a l i e n  l a b o r .  1 
EXECUTIVE SESSI3N: I 
HOUSE B I L L  NC. 1 3 4  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Conroy moved, DO PASS. The mot ion  w a s  seconded by 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Z l l e r d .  The mot ion  p a s s e d  unanimously.  

I 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Conroy moved, TO PUT OM THE CONSENT CALEDDAR, it was 
seconded by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S c h u l t z .  The mot ion  p a s s e d  unanimously .  

The; x i e e t i ~ g  was a d j o u r n e d  a t  2 : 1 0  p.m. 1 
; , / 7 - 3 9 .  ' 

./// / 
Wil l i am M. Day, C h a i r ~ ~ w  

J u d y  J .  Mook, S e c r e t a r y  




