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The m e e t i n g  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  1:00 p . m .  by Chairman 
Robbins.  The s e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  r o l l .  and found  a quorum o f  
members p r e s e n t ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  McBride was e x c u s e d  and 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Waidron was a b s e n t .  

HOUSE B I L L  91: Hear ing  was opened f o r  HB 9 1  w i t h  Sponsor  
b e i n g  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P i s t o r i a  o f  G r e a t  F a l l s .  Re gave a  
b r i e f  e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t i n g  t h e  l a w  now r e a d s  
t h a t  c o u n t y  employees be p a i d  e v e r y  month and this would 
amend i t  s o  t h e y  would be p a i d  e v e r y  2 weeks.  

Chairman Robbins t h e n  opened t h e  h e a r i n g  f o r  p r o p o n e n t s .  
J o e  C r o s s w h i t e  of Columbia F a l l s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  O p e r a t i n g  
E n g i n e e r s  s t a t e d  t h e y  w e r e  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  b i l l  and t h e  
p roposed  amendments. 

John  B e l l  o f  Helena  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  
of C l e r k s  and R e c o r d e r s  s t a t e d  t h e y  had read  t h e  pxoposed 
anen&vent and  w e r e  i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h i s .  

Dean Z innecker  o f  t h e  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o u n t i e s  
i n q u i r e d  i f  t h i s  would be  b i -monthly  o r  e v e r y  t w o  w e e k s  
as  t h i s  w o u l d n ' t  come o u t  the sane. Rep. P i s t o r i a  s t a t e d  
it r e a d  t o  b e  e v e r y  2 weeks. 

There was t h e n  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  by S c o t t  Curey ,  Staff A t t o r n e y ,  
and h e  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  committee w i t h  a  p r o p o s e d  s u b s t i t u t e  
b i l l  showing t h e  amendments. I t  was t h e n  moved by R e p .  
Hurwi tz  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  d o  p a s s  as  mended. Rep. S o u t h  
c a l l e d  f o r  p a s s i n g  t h e  amenclments f i r s t .  Chairman Robbins 
t h e n  s t a t e d  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  would b e  h e l d  l a t e r  on HB 91. 

HOUSE B I L L  9 3 :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P i s t o r i a ,  S p o n s o r ,  e x p l a i n e d  
t h e  b i l l  would make no changes  e x c e p t  u n d e r  t h e  Commission- 
bianager form o f  government ,  o f  which t h e r e  are t h r e e  c i t i e s .  
H e  s t a t e d  G r e a t  Falls adop ted  a n  o r d i n a n c e  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
c i t y  judge was r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  an  a t t o r n e y ,  t h a t  he is  p a i d  
a t  $18,000 and works 2 h o u r s  a day t h r e e  t i m e s  a week. H e  
f e l t  t h i s  would n o t  be such  a  high s a l a r y  i f  t h e  judge  w e r e  
n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  a n  a t t o r n e y .  H e  s t a t e d  j u s t i c e  of t h e  
peace  a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  be  a t t o r n e y s .  

Chairman Robbins c a l l e d  f o r  p roponen t s :  There w e r e  none. 
H e  t h e n  c a l l e d  f o r  opponen t s .  Dan Mizner  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
Montana League of  C i t i e s  and Towns s t a t e d  t h a t  u n t i l  t h e  
l a s t  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  p o l i c e  jusge was a p p o i n t e d ,  and t h e y  a r e  
now r e q u i r e d  t o  be e l e c t e d .  9e s t a t e d  s e v e r a l  c i t i e s  had 



Rouse B i l l  93 :  ( c o s t . )  
chosen  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e i r  judge  Se a n  a t t o r n e y ,  and many had 

T 7 n o t ,  and t h e  c i t i e s  f e l t  t h i s  s h o u l d  be t h e i r  ckoics.  ne  
recommended t h e  b i l l  d o  n o t  pzss and t h i s  b e  l e f t  t o  t h e  
l o c a l  govern i i en t s  . 
Greg C u r t i s ,  C i t y  A t t o r n e y  from Choteau s t a t e d  t h a t  even  

'- . 
though t h e y  a r e  n o t  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  Commission- - 
Manager form, h e  is  t h e  c i t y  a t t o r n e y  and  had p r o s e c u t e d  
c a s e s  b e f o r e  j u d g e s  t h z t  a r e  a t t o r n e y s  and  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  
n o t ,  and he b e l i e v e d  i t  was no p l a c e  f o r  a persom w i t h o u t  
e x p e r i e n c e  and a b i l i t y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  laws.  H e  s t a t e d  
h e  was opposed.  

Sam Gesko, C i t y  Manaser  of Bozernan, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  C i t y  
C o m i s s i o n  s t a t e d  t h e i r  f e e l i n g  was t h a t  t h e  l a w s  w e r e  
c o m p l i c a t e d  enough and t h a t  t h e  j u d g e ' s  p o s i t i o n  s h o u l 6  
b e  e l e c t e d  by t h e  p e o p l e  of t h e  community t o  f i l l  l o c a l  
n e e d s ,  and if t h e  f o c a l  p e o p l e  wanted en a t t o r n e y ,  t h e y  
s h o u l d  be  a b l e  t o  c h o o s e .  They w e r e  opposed t o  HB 9 3 .  

Dave Hunter  r e p r s s e n t i n g  Helena s t a t e d  t h e y  a r e  opposed 
a s  t h i s  s h o u l d  be a l o c a l  d e c i s i o n ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  
had been i n t r o d u c e d  l a s t  s e s s i o n  and w a s  d e f e a t e d  and  it 
s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  a do n o t  p a s s .  

Doyle Wil l i ams  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  C i t y  o f  G r e a t  F a l l s  s t a t e d  
he  was i n  a g r e e n e n t  w i t h  what  had been s a i d .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h e  judge  i n  G r e a t  F a l l s  was f a c e d  w i t h  18 ,000  c a s e s  and 
he  h a s  h e a r d  4 , 5 0 0  of t h e s e ,  t h a t  it would be a t remendous  
job f o r  a l a y  p e r s o n  and a n  a t t o r n e y  i s  needed t o  under-  
s t a n d  some o f  t h e  laws. H e  f e l t  i f  t h i s  w e r e  t o  be 
r e q u i r e d ,  i t  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  a l l  c i t i e s ,  n o t  j u s t  c i t y -  
manager forms.  H e  t h e n  gave  e x m p l e s  o f  c i t ies  t h a t  had 
c a s e s  r e - f i l e d  because of d e c i s i o n s  of j u d g e s  n o t  a t t o r n e y s .  
T h e i r  p o s i t i o n  was o p p o s i t i o n  t o  HB 93.  

M a r g a r e t  D a v i s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  League cf Wornen V o t e r s  
s t a t e d  they had e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  s t a t e  t o  let local  governments  
a d j u s t  t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e  t o  f i t  t h e i r  n e e d s  2nd t h i s  b i l l  
would l i m i t  the powers of c o m i s s i o n - n a n a g . ? r  forms.  H e r  
s t a t e m e n t  i s  a t t a c h e d ,  P 6 .  

Dave Goss o f  the City o f  E l l l i n g s  s t a t e d  t h e y  wished t o  
b e  on r e c o r d  a s  o p p o s e d  and f e l t  t h a t  c i t i e s  s h o u l d  b e  
a b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  their own needs .  H i s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  
a t t a c h e d ,  # 7 ,  HR 9 3 .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P i s t o r i a  gave c l o s i n g  remarks  s t a t i n g  
t h e  law s a y s  t h e  j u d g e  d o e s n ' t  have  t o  b z  a n  a t t o r n e y .  . 
H e  t h e n  had r e m a r k s  r e g a r d i n g  the  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  
of t h e  judge  i n  G r e a t  F a l l s .  Chairman Robbins  a s k e d  t h a t  
d i s c u s s i o n  s t a y  to  t h e  b i l l .  
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HOUSE BILL 9 3  ( c o n t . )  

Chairman Robbins t h e n  c a l l e d  f o r  q u e s t i o n s  f r ~ m  t h e  corn- 
mittee. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Gould i n q u i r e d  i f  c i t y  judges  have .:. 
t r a i n i n g  l i k e  t h e  j u s t i c e  of  p e a c e ,  it was s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  law d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  t h i s  however m o s t  c i t i e s  s e n t  
t h e  judges  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  h e l d  by t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  Rep. .-. - - ( 

L ,  U 

Moore i n q u i r e d  if c i t i e s  now se lec t  w h e t h e r  t h e  judge  
w i l l  b e  an a t t o r n e y ,  he  w a s  answered they do.  Rep. 
S o u t h  i n q u i r e d  i f  t h i s  b i l l  would s t i l l  a l l o w  c i t i e s  t o  
have  a t t o r n e y s ,  Rep. P i s t o r i a  s t a t e d  it would,  however 
t h e y  had p a s s e d  a  l a w  t h a t  a t  p r e s e n t  he had t o  be. 
Rep. Robbins i n q u i r e d  i f  t h e  C i t y  o f  G r e a t  F a l l s  l a t e r  
d e c i d e d  t h e y  d i d n ' t  want a n  a t t o r n e y ,  c o u l d  t h e y  r e p e a l  
t h e  o r d i n a n c e ,  and it was s t a t e d  t h e y  c o u l d .  S t a f f  
A t t o r n e y  S c o t t  Curey s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  wosPd n o t  p r e c l u d e  
a t t o r n e y s ,  it would p r e c l u d e  a n  o r d i n a n c e  s t a t i n g  t h e y  
had t o  be  a t t o r n e y s .  Hear ing  t h e n  c l o s e d  on HB 93 .  

HOUSE BILL  8 4 :  ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lory ,  Sponsor ,  gave a 
b r i e f  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t i n g  it would r e q u i r e  
n o t i c e  i f  a  s u b d i v i s i o n  i s  t a k e n  under  the f a m i l y  s p l i t .  
A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  t h e r e  i s  no way f o r  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  
body t o  know o f  t h e  s p l i t s  a s  t h e y  a r e  r e c o r d e d  a s  a  
Deed. H e  s t a t e d  t h e r e  i s  a p r o v i s i o n  where t h e  c o u n t y  
a t t o r n e y  c a n  ac t  on f a i l u r e  of  t h e  c i t y  t o  a c t ,  and t h e r e  
had been c a s e s  of  r e c o r d  where c i t y  a t t o r n e y s  had f a i l e d  
t o  a c t .  C o s t  o f  any a c t i o n  would b e  t o  - t h e  p a r t y  n o t  
p r e v a i l i n g  i f  t h e  c a s e  g o e s  t o  c o u r t .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  
p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  c l e r k  and r e c o r d e r  t o  r e f u s e  a  s u r v e y  
t h a t  i s  n o t  p r o p e r l y  done. 

Chairman Robbins t h e n  c a l l e d  f o r  p r o p o n e n t s :  Dennis  
Rehberg o f  t h e  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  R e a l t o r s  s t a t e d  
t h e y  were i n  f a v o r  and t h a t  t h i s  would r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  
s u b d i v i s i o n  f i l e s  be  upda ted .  

H.  Sonny Hanson of  t h e  Montana T e c h n i c a l  C o u n c i l  spoke  
i n  s u p p o r t  of  t h e  areas t h a t  r e q u i r e  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  
f i l i n g  and t h e  a l lowance  f o r  r e j e c t i n g  s u r v e y s  i f  it 
d o e s  n o t  conform t o  s t a n d a r d s .  

Mike S t e v e n  of t h e  Mont. Assoc. of C o u n t i e s  s t a t e d  t h e y  
w e r e  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  p o r t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  b o u n d a r i e s .  

Chairman Robbins c a l l e d  f o r  opponen t s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  none.  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lory t h e n  gave  c l o s i n g  remarks ,  s t a t i n g  
h e  f e l t  t h i s  would c l o s e  up some t r o u b l e s o m e  a r e a s .  

There  were t h e n  q u e s t i o n s  o f  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  from com- 
m i t t e e  members. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Donaldson,  P i s t o r i a  
and Moore r e q u e s t e d  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  p o i n t s .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lory s t a t e d  he  had no f u r t h e r  remarks 
a n d  h e a r i n g  c l o s e d  on HE 8 4 .  
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Chairman Robbins a s k e d  t o  h o i d  Yxecu t ive  Sessi.cn acd 
members a g r e e d .  

E x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  was t h e n  h e l d  on House B i l l  91. 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S o u t h  moved t o  a c c e p t  t h e  a r n e n h e n t s  
a s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  s u b s t i t u t e  b i l l .  The b i l l  was 
e x p l z i n e d  by S t a f f  A t t o r n e y  Curey and members a g r e e d  
w i t h  wha t  was p r e s e n t e d  and i s  a t t a c h e d .  T h i s  would 
i n c l u d e  amending t h e  t i t l e  and p o r t i o n s  of t h e  b i l l  
t o  r e a d  t h a t  c o u n t y  o f f i c e r s  and  t h s i r  a s s i s t a n t s  
may be p a i d  monthly  or e v e r y  2 weeks. V o t e  was 
a l l  v c t e d  " a y e " .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P i s t o r i a  t h e n  moved 
t h a t  House B i l l  9 1  d o  p a s s  a s  amended. T h e r e  was 
t h e n  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  by c o m i t t e e  members. There  
was c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  a s  t o  why t h i s  s h o u l d  be  
changed and members p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  law now s a y s  
t h e y  mus t  b e  p a i d  monthly ,  and amending t h e  b i l l  would 
a l l o w  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  t h e  coun ty  t o  a l l o w  monthly  o r  
e v e r y  2 weeks. Q u e s t i o n  was c a l l e d  and a l l  v o t e d  
" a y e "  t h a t  HB 9 1  d o  p a s s  a s  amended. 

Executive s e s s i o n  was t h e n  h e l d  on House B i l l  93. 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Moore s t a t e d  t h a t  s i n c e  G r e a t  F a l l s  had 
changed t o  t h e  Comiss ion-Manager  £om1 of government  
t h a t  the  c i t y  had p u l l e d  o u t  of  t h e  r e d  and he  f e l t  
t h i s  w a s  a  good t y p e  government ,  and t h a t  t h e  cormuni ty  
s h o u l d  be a b l e  t o  d e c i d e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  whe the r  t o  have 
t h e  judge  b e  an  a t t o r n e y .  O t h e r  comi t tee  members were 
i n  agreement .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Azzara  s t a t e d  he  was a l s o  
i n  accord. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Moore t h e n  moved t h a t  HB 9 3  
d o  n o t  p a s s .  Vote  was c a l l e d  and a  m a j o r i t y  v o t e d  "aye"  
w i t h  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  P i s t o r i a  and Gould v o t i n g  "nay" .  
X o t i o n  c a r r i e d  t h a t  HB 9 3  do  n o t  pass .  

E x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  was h e l d  on House Bill 8 4 .  S t a f f  
A t t o r n e y  Curey s t a t e d  it had been r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  sub- 
s e c t i o n  3 b e  m e n d e d  t o  add a l l e g e d  i n  f r o n t  of i l l e g a l  
t r a n s f e r s .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Kernis p r o p o s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
would be no o n e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i l l e g a l  t r a n s f e r ,  and 
t h a t  a judge  would e v e n t u a l l y  d e t e r m i n e  this. I t  was 
t h e n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  Page 1, l i n e  2 4  be amended by 
s t r i k i n g  " i l l e g a l "  and  s t r i k i n g  "o f  any  manner",  and 
i n s e r t i n g  a f t e r  t r a n s f e r s ,  " n o t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  
t h i s  c h a p t e r " .  ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Moore moved t h e  amend- 
ment  a s  s t a t e d ,  a l l  v o t e d  "aye" and t h e  amendment 
c a r r i e d .  I t  w a s  t h e n  moved by Rep. Hurwi tz  t h a t  H9 8 4  
do  pass a s  amen2ed, v o t e  was c a l l e d  and a l l  v o t e d  " a y e " .  

Chairman Robbins t h e n  c a l l e d  f o r  a report from t h e  
S u b c o m i t t e e  on HB 45. Chairman o f  t h e  S u b c o m i t t e e ,  
9 e p r a s e n t a t i v e  K e m r n i s  gave  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  c o m v i t t e e  
a n d  the proposed  amendments which a r e  a t t a c h e d  a s  t h e i r  
r e p o r t .  A l l  members o f  t h e  c o r n i t t e e  were i n  agreement  
w i t h  t h e  p roposed  amendments, which would i n c l u d e  adding 
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i n s e r t i n g  "or m u n i c i p a l i t y "  i n  several l i n e s ,  and a d d i n g  
l a n g u a g e  t h a t  n c t i c e  must b e  g i v e n  t o  p l a n n i n g  b o a r d s  
when u n d e r t a k i n g s  a re  w i t h i n  t h e  o t h e r ' s  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  
and t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  bonds a u t h o r i z e d  w i t h o u t  a n  e l e c t i o n .  
Chairman Kemmis r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  s u b c o r m i t t e e  recommended 
do p a s s  as  amended, and he  would make t h a t  mot ion .  Vote  -. 
w a s  c a l l e d  and a l l  v o t e d  "aye"  and mot ion  c a r r i e d  t h a t  _ .  

4 

House B i l l  45 do  p a s s  a s  amended. 

Chairman Robbins t h e n  announced t h a t  t h e  commi t t ee  would 
b e  mee t ing  a t  1:00 pm u n t i l  f u r t h e r  n o t i c e  s i n c e  s e s s i o n s  
would convene a t  3:30. B e  a l s o  announced t h a t  b i l l s  
HB 1 1 4 ,  139, 155,  1 5 6  and 1 6 3  would be  h e a r d  J a n u a r y  2 3 .  
Chairman Robbins t h e n  s t a t e d  t h a t  any bills r e c e i v i n g  a 
unanimous v o t e  o f  t h e  committee may b e  p l a c e d  on t h e  
c o n s e n t  c a l e n d a r  w i t h  a n o t h e r  unanimous *mte of t h e  
commit tee .  Rep. P i s t o r i a  moved t o  p u t  HB 9 1  on t h e  
c o n s e n t  c a l e n d a r .  Three  members v o t e d  "no" and t h e  
mot ion  d i d  n o t  c a r r y .  

Chairman Robbins t h e n  a d v i s e d  members t h 2 t  b i l l s  r e c e i v i n g  
a n  a d v e r s e  co inn i t t ee  r e p o r t  c o u l d  be bros.ght back  on t h e  
f l o o r  w i t h  10  s i g n a t u r e s .  

I t  was announced t h a t  t h e  subcommittee on HI3 4 6  would 
meet  Mondzy, J a c u a r y  2 2  a t  l lam.  

There  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s  t h e  m e e t i n g  was d u l y  
a d j o u r n e d  a t  2:30 pm. 
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