
J a n u a r y  1 8 ,  1 9 7 9  

The House Highways and T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o r n i t t e e  convened  i n  Room 
20  o f  t h e  C a p i t a l  Annex, on J a n u a r y  1 8 ,  L 9 7 9 ,  a t  1 : 3 4  p.m. wiul 
Chai rman B a e t h  p r e s i d i n g  a n d  a l l  members p r e s e n t .  Chairman 
B a e t h  opened  t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  a  h e a r i n g  on  House B i l l  7 4 .  

HOUSE BILL 74  REPRESENTATIVE R .  BUDD GOULD, the c h i e f  s p o n s o r ,  
s a i d  t h i s  was a qood b i l l  t o  s p o n s o r  a s  it was 

a very  s i m p l e  o n e .  H e  s a i d  i t  was a t  t h e  r e q u e k t  of t h e  A t t o r n e y  
G e n e r a l  a n d  h e  would  now t u r n  it o v e r  t o  t h e  Highway P a t r o l m a n  
p r e s e n t .  

BUD GARRICK, Montana Highway P a t r o l ,  s a i d  a l l  t h i s  b i l l  d o e s  i s  
b r i n g  Montana law i n t o  l i n e  w i t h  f e d e r a l  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  a l l o w s  
t h e  s m a l l e r  v e h i c l e  t o  meet t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  on t a i l l i g h t  d i s -  
t a n c e .  I t  c h a n g s s  t h e  l a w  f o r  t h e  minimum h e i g h t  r e q u i r e m e n t  
f rom 20  i n c h e s  t o  16  i n c h e s .  

D u r i n g  q u e s t i o n s  f rom t h e  committee, Rep. Wood asked M r .  G a r r i c k  
i f  h e  c o u l d  f o r e s e e  any  p rob lems  w i t h  l o w e r i n g  t h i s  d i s t a n c e  a n d  
M r .  G a r r i c k  s a i d  n o .  

Chai rman B a e t h  c l o s e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  on HE 7 4  and  o p e n e d  i t  to  HB 6 9 .  

HOUSE BILL 6 9  --- REPRESENTATIVE EDWARD LIEN, t h e  c h i e f  s p o n s o r ,  
s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  i s  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  

Service Comnis s ion  a n d  i s  b a s i c a l l y  a  b i l l  t o  e l i m i n a t e  u n n e c e s s a r y  
n o t i f i c a t i o n .  

IQATi:JE BUDT, P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission,  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  would  remove 
t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  n o t i f y i n g  r a i l r o a d  companies  a n d  t h e  Depa r tmen t  
o f  Highways on  e v e r y  a u t h o r i t y  a p p l i c a t i o n .  H e  s a i d  t h i s  wou ld  
r e d u c e  c o s t s  a n d  t h e  r a i l r o a d  i s  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c a b  c o m p a n i e s ,  
b u s  l i n e s ,  e t c .  H e  s a i d  t h e y  would c o n t i n u e  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  Highway 
D e p a r t m e n t  on  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  l i k e  heavy  h a u l i n g ,  c o a l  a n d  o t h e r s  
a s  t h e y  r e q u e s t .  

Chai rman B a c t h  c l o s e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  on 11B 6 9  a n d  o p e n e d  i t  t o  HE 7 0 .  

HOUSE BILL 70  - REPRESENTATIVE EDWARD LIEN, t h e  chief sponsor, 
s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  i s  a l s o  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  

Service Comnis s ion .  H e  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  c o u l d  e l i m i n a t e  a h e a r i n g  
a n d  a t t e n d a n t  c o s t s  i f  t h e r e  a r e  no  p r o t e s t o r s .  

WAYNE B U D T ,  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission,  said t h i s  b i l l  would  allow 
t h e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission j u s t  t o  g r a n t  a rate i n c r e a s e  i f  a l l  
p r o t e s t s  a r e  w i thd rawn  a n d  t h e  PSC d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  r a t e s  are j u s t i f i e d .  
~e s a i d  t h i s  would  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  cost  and  t i m e  of a h e a r i n g  a n d  s a v e  
money a n d  s p e e d  up t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  p r o c e s s .  

Chai rman B a e t h  c l o s e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  on HB 70 and  o p e n e d  . t h e  m e e t i n g  
t o  I113 2 3 .  
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MOUSE BILL 2 8  REPPESENTATIVE SOE F.  KANDUCH, t h e  c h i e f  s p o n s o r ,  
s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  was a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  1 

o f  f l i g h w ~ r y ~ ,  a n d  was -,c l i m i t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  
pe rmi t t ez2  o u t d o o r  a d v e r t i s i n g  t o  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  s i g n s ,  H e  s a i d  
Montana Izw i s  n o t  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  f e d e r a l  l a w s  a n d  t h e s e  amend- & 

m e n t s  wou ld  r e s u l t  i n  s u c h  c o m p l i a n c e .  T h e r e  i s  a 108 p e n a l t y  i 

for beir ,g i n  n o n c o m p l i a n c e .  

BEATE GALDF., Department o f  Highways,  s p o k e  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  b i l l .  \ 

Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  a s k e d  b y  t h e  committee. James R. Beck o f  t h e  Highway 
D e p a r t m e n t  a s s i s t e d  i n  a n s w e r i n g  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s .  I 

1 

Chai rman B a e t h  c l o s e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  on t h i s  b i l l  a n d  t u r n e d  t h e  c h a i r  
o v e r  t o  t h e  Vice-Chai rman.  Vice-Chairman Kanduch o p e n e d  t h e  
h e a r i n g  on KB 2 7 .  

HOUSE BILL 2 7  REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAM R. EAETH, t h e  c h i e f  s p o n s o r ,  
c a l l e d  on James R .  Eeck o f  t h e  Highway D e p a r t m e n t  1 

t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h i s  b i l l .  

JAMES R.  BECK, Highway Depa r tmen t ,  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  i s  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  
l a w s  r e l a t i n g  t o  c o n t r o l l e d  a c c e s s  h ighways .  H e  s a i d  t h e  Highway 
D e p a r t m e n t  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a p p r o v e  o r  d i s a p p r o v e  
a p p r o a c h e s  made o n t o  t h e s e  c o n t r o l l e d  a c c e s s  h ighways .  H e  s a i d  w h e d  
i t  comes t o  s u b d i v i d i n g ,  e a c h  l o t  c o u l d  demand an  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  
r o a d  a n d  i t  t h e n  becomes a n  o b v i o u s  s a f e t y  p rob lem.  

Chai rman Baeth r e sumed  t h e  c h a i r  a n d  opened  t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  a n  
e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n .  

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
i 

HOUSE B I L L  2 7  Rep. Cooney moved do p a s s .  The m o t i o n  c a r r i e d  
1 
I 

unan imous ly .  Rep. Cooney moved t h a t  HE 2 7  be 
p l a c e d  on  the c o n s e n t  c a l e n d a r .  Rep. K e y s e r  v o t e d  no  so t h e  I 
m o t i o n  f a i l e d .  

! 
1 

HOUSE BILL 2 8  Rep. T r o p i l a  moved do  p a s s  a n d  t h e  m o t i o n  c a r r i e d  . 
unan imous ly .  Rep. T r o p i l a  moved t h a t  HB 28  be 

p l a c e d  on  the c o n s e n t  c a l e n d a r .  The mot ion  c a r r i e d  u n a n i m o u s l y .  
i 

I IOUSE B I L L  6 3  Rep. T r o p i l a  moved do p a s s .  Motion c a r r i e d  
1 

I 
unan imous ly .  Rep. T r o p i l a  moved t h a t  HB 6 9  be 1 

p l a c e d  o n  the c o n s e n t  c a l e n d a r .  Motion c a r r i e d  u n a n i m o u s l y .  

HOUSE B I L L  Rep. Uhde moved do  p a s s .  Mot ion  c a r r i e d  unanimous1  
Rep. Uhde moved t h a t  it b e  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  c o n s e n t  

c a l e n d a r .  Reps.  Kropp a n d  Keyse r  v o t e d  no  s o  t h e  m o t i o n  f a i l e d .  f 
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HOUSE B I L L  74  Rep. Kanduch v o t e d  do p a s s .  Motion c a r r i e d  
unan imous ly .  Rep. Kanduch moved t h a t  HB 74  b e  

placed on t h e  c o n s e n t  c a l e n d a r .  Motion c a r r i e d  unan imous ly .  

HOUSE B I L L  6 6  Rep. L i e n  moved t h e  Montana Motor  C a r r i e r ' s  
amendments which  a r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  m i n u t e s  and  

e x h i b i t  1. Iie s a i d  h e  l i k e d  t h e  w o r d i n g  o f  t h e  amendments a s  it 
d o e s n ' t  g i v e  t h e  PSC a n  open  e n d  and d o e s  se t  a d a t e .  H e  f e l t  
t h e y  w e r e  w e l l  t h o u g h t  o u t  a n d  compl imented  t h e  a u t h o r .  Chairman 
B a e t h  c a l l e d  f o r  a  v o t e  and  t h e  amendments w e r e  a d o p t e d  unan imous ly  
w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  (Rep. K e y s e r  h a d  l e f t )  . Rep. Kropp moved the 
b i l l  a s  amended d o  p a s s .  The mot ion  c a r r i e d  unanimous ly  w i t h  
t h o s e  p r e s e n t  ( K e y s e r  a b s e n t ) .  

HOUSE B I L L  6 7  Rep. Cooney moved a  s u g g e s t e d  amendment on  page  
2 ,  l i n e  1 3 ,  f o l l o w i n g  " v e h i c l e s . "  t o  i n s e r t  

"The  s c o p e  o f  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n s  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  of  
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  T i t l e  6 9 ,  c h a p t e r  1 2 . "  H e  s a i d  t h i s  was a  con- 
c e r n  o f  Rep. T r o p i l a ' s  when t h e  b i l l  was h e a r d  t h a t  t h e  PSC migh t  
g e t  i n t o  some o f  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  Highway P a t r o l .  Chairman Bae th  
c a l l e d  f o r  a  v o t e  and  t h e  mo t ion  p a s s e d  unan imous ly .  Rep. T r o p i l a  
t h e n  s u g g e s t e d  an amendment on page  2 ,  l i n e  5 ,  t o  s t r i k e  "making 
a r r e s t s "  a n d  t o  i n s e r t  " i s s u i n g  c i t a t i o r s "  Rep. Kanduch moved 
t h i s  amendment and  it was a d o p t e d  unan imous ly .  Rep. Magone moved 
t h e  b i l l  a s  amended d o  p a s s .  The mot ion  p a s s e d  unan imous ly  
(Rep.  Keyse r  a b s e n t )  . 

M e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  a t  1 : 3 5  p.m. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

&?&&m W I L L I A M  R .  /f BAETH, #ad5 Chairman 

E n c l i a  S a t r e ,  S e c r e t a r y  




