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- 
T h e  m e e t i n g  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman Day a t  1 :30  p.m. w i t h  a l l  
mt.!r;bcrs p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Smi th .  

E ~ C  LASE, S t a f f  A t t o r n e y ,  was i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  c o n m i t t e e  a n d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  
o f f e r e d  f o r  a n y  h e l p  wh ich  t h e  commi t t ee  may n e e d .  

HOUSE BILL NO. 99 -- - 

REPRESENTATIVE ORVAL ELLISON, C h i e f  S p o n s o r ,  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  
would p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  r o d e n t  c o n t r o l  d i s t r i c t s .  
rn ihis b i l l  p r o v i d e s  f o r  r o d e n t  d i s t r i c t s  t o  b e  s e t u p  i n  t h e  same way a s  
t h e  m o s q u i t o  d i s t r i c t s  w e r e  s e t u p .  The c r e a t i o n  of a d i s t r i c t  may b e  
i n i t i a t e d  o n l y  by  a p e t i t i o n ,  s i g n e d  by  a t  l e a s t  25% o f  t h e  o w n e r s  of 
t h e  l a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e n  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  Coun ty  
~ o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  who w i l l  p o s t  a n d  n o t i f y  f o r  a  h e a r i n g .  The  d i s t r i c t  
may n o t  b e  c r e a t e d  i f  t h e  owner s  o f  a t  l e a s t  51% of t h e  l a n d  i n  t h e  p r o -  
p o s e d  d i s t r i c t  f i l e  w r i t t e n  o b j e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  Coun ty  C l e r k .  T h e  
d i s t r i c t  may b e  a b o l i s h e d  a t  a n y t i m e  t h a t  51% f e e l s  t h e r e  i s  no  l o n g e r  a 
need  f o r  t h a t  d i s t r i c t .  

PRCPONENTS: 

KEIj SEYLER AND LES GRAHAM, Montana Depa r tmen t  o f  L i v e s t o c k ,  e x p l a i n e d  
t n a t  t h e  R i c h a r d s o n  Ground S q u i r r e l  p o s e s  a  s e r i o u s  p e s t  p r o b l e m  i n  
many a r e a s  o f  c e n t r a l  Montana by  c o m p e t i n g  i n  p a s t u r e  and  r a n g e l a n d  
a r c a s  w i t h  l i v e s t o c k  f o r  f o r a g e ,  a n d  a l s o  c a u s e s  s e r i o u s  damage t o  hay  
and y r a i n  c r o p s .  E s t i m a t e s  d e r i v e d  f rom a 1973 r o d e n t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  
i n d i c a t e d  R i c h z r d s o n  Ground S q u i r r e l s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  $ 4 , 7 0 8 , 7 1 0  w o r t h  
of damage i n  27 Montana c o u n t i e s .  

Rodznt  c o n t r o l  p l a n n i n g  m e e t i n g s  and  t r a i n i n g  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  w e r e  con- 
d u c t e d  i n  P a r k  County  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1977 ,  l a n d o w n e r s  e x p r e s s e d  
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  hand  b a i t i n g  f o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  l a r g e  i n f e s t a t i o n s  of 
R i c h a r d s o n  Ground S q u i r r e l s .  Landowners r e p o r t e d  t h a t  b a i t i n g  b y  hand 
%as e f f e c t i v e  b u t  t o o  s l o w  a n d  b o e x p e n s i v e  f o r  t r e a t i n g  la rge  a c r e a g e s .  
The Depar tmen t  o f  L i v e s t o c k  w a s  r e q u e s t e d  t o  come up w i t h  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  
method.  

N ine  s i t e s  w e r e  s e l e c t e d  a n d  e v a l u a t e d  coming up  w i t h  a c y c l o n e  s e e d e r  
f o r  d i s t r i b u t i n g  t h e  g r a i n  o v e r  t h e  i n f e s t e d  a r e a .  

I n  1975-1976,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  : . u t h o r i z e d  t h e  Depa r tmen t  o f  L i v e s t o c k  t o  
l o c k  i n t o  me thods  of c o n t r o l  and  work w i t h  t h e  c o u n t i e s  t o  implement  

inethod o f  c o n t r o l  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  r o d e n t s .  ( D e t a i l e d  t e s t i m o n e y  
2 f - t j c h ~ d )  

3f:.-,.Y Z E N N E I X E R ,  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o u n t i e s ,  p r o p o s e d  some aaen&ments 
t:\2 iir3use B i l l  E!o. 3 9 ,  t o  i n s e r t  a  new s u b s e c t i o n  7 t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :  
" ( 7 1  S u b o r d i n a t e  s e r v i c e  d i s t r i c t  means a n  a r e a  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t y  in 

1 i x i z h  c r e a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  are  c a r r i e d  o u t  a n d  i n  which  t a x e s  may b e  l e v i e d  
tc f i n a n c e  the s e r v i c e . " ;  and  f u r t h e r  a r e n d  p a g e  4 by d e l e t i n q  S e c t i o n  
P 1: i  ~ t s  e n t i r e t y  and  i n s e r t i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n  l i e u  t he r ec f :  " S e c t i o n  
3 .  Rodent  C o n t r o l .  Rodent  c o n t r o l  miy b e  p r o v i d e d :  (1) d i r e c t l y  by 
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a l o c a l  government  t t r o u g h  a n  o f f i c e  o r  a d e p a r ~ n o n t  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  
a!? a d n l i n i s t r a t i v e  o r  a d v i s o r y  board:  ( 2 )  th ro l ; ih  t h e  es t  t b l i s h m e n t  
of a  s u b c r d i n a t e  s e r v i c e  d i s t r i c t  o r  a  r u r a l  improvement l i s t r i c t :  
( 3 )  by p x r c h a s i n g  t h e  services from a p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  i -endor ;  o r  ( 4  
t h r o u g h  a n  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  r u r a l  improvement d i s t r i c t  b o ~ r d  encornpas 
t h e  a r e a  t o  b e  s e r v e d .  The coun ty  g o v e r n i n g  body s h a l l  by r e s o l u t i o n  
d e t e r m i n e  t h e  method o f  s e r v i c e  d e l i v e r y  p r i o r  t o  t h e  h e a r i n g  req:.b:.re 
i n  t h i s  a c t . " ;  And f u r t h e r  amend by s t r i k i n g  t h e  word, " b o a r d "  a:-.d 
i n s e r t i i l g  t h e  r~rcrd, "county'l  . ( d e t a i i e d  amendments a t t a c h e d )  

1 
s i n  

- 

GARY LANGLEY, R e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana S tockgrowers  A s s o c i a t i o n  acd t h e  
Montana Woolyrowers A s s o c i a t i o n ,  and GOiiDON D O I G ,  Meagher County Commis- 
s i o n e r ,  w e r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t  a s  propor-ents  t o  t h e  b i l l .  I 
OPPONENTS: 

m T 7  L L O  DOWLiNG, Montana R a i l r o a d  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r a i l r o a d  
i s  t h e  o n l y  n o n a g r i c u l t u r a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  been i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
b i l l  t o  pay a s h a r e  i n  t h e  r o d e n t  c c n t r o l  d i s t r i c t s .  W e  f e e l  t h i s  
i s  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y .  The r z i l r o a d  s h o u l d  o n l y  have t o  pay on t h e i r  
a y r i c u i t u r a l  l a n d s  n o t  on l a n d s  where t h e i r  t r a c k s  have  t h e  r i g h t  of 
wzy. 

tii\XR FISCHER, Defenders  of W i l d l i f e ,  f e l t  t h e  b i l l  was i n f r i n g i n g  upon 
a  p e r s o n s  r i - g h t s .  The c o n t r o l  s h o u l d  be  l e f t  up t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
lzndowxers  and County E x t e n t i o n  O f f i c e r s ,  n o t  f o r c e d  upon p e o p l e  who 
d o  n o t  want i t .  

REPRESENTATIVE ELLISON c l o s e d  by s t a t i n g  he  would n o t  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  
p roposed  amendments. A d d r e s s i n g  M r .  Dowling, c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  
t h e  b i l l  would r e q u i r e  ?:ere inpu: where a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s  w e r e  i n -  

# 
valved. I n  some d is t r ic ts  t h e  r a : l r o a d  owns l a r g e  amoucts  o f  a g r i c u l t u r  
l a n d .  I f  o n e  landowner i n  a n  a r e a  d o e s  n o t  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  r o d e n t s  you 
a r e  w a s t i n g  your  t i m e  b e c a u s e  3 0  d a y s  l a t e r  t h e y  w i l l  b e  back.  B y  form- 
i n g  t h e s e  d i s t r i c t s  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  a r e a  w i l l  have  t o  u s e  con- 

8 
t r o l l i n g  methods.  I n  o u r  democracy t h e  m a j o r i t y  r u l e s ,  h e r e  t h e  same 
a p p l i e s ,  i f  51% c h o o s e s  n o t  t o  form a  d i s t r i c t  o r  w i s h e s  t o  a b o l i s h  a 
formed d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  r u l e s .  

I 
A f t e r  q u e s t i o n s  by t h e  commi t t ee ,  Chairman Day p u t  House B i l l  No. 9 9  
i n t o  a  s u b c c n m i t t e e  f o r  f u r t h e r  cons idera t ic ! : .  The m e m b e r s  o f  t h a t  
subcommit te+\  a re :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Coilray, Chairman; R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
B e i i i j t s ~ n ;  a ;  -: R e p r e s e n t l t i v e  Sclnult_z. T h e  c c m n i t t e e  w i i l  work w i t h  
Representa t , - . . e  E l l i s o n  and t h e  D e ~ l r t m e n t  o f  L i v e s t o c k .  

TPLe m e e t i n g  xas a d j o u r n e d  a t  2:15 2.m. 
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