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The m e e t i n g  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  1 :30  pm i n  Room 104 - . --, -; , 

by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H e r s k s l  M. Robbins,  Chairman. R o l l  
was c a l l e d  by t h e  s e c r e t a r y  and a  quorum was found 
p r e s e n t ,  w i t h  o t h e r  menbers  a r r i v i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  mee t ing .  

Due t o  t h e  l a r g e  number of p e o p l e  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  Chairman 
announced t h o s e  who had t r a v e l e d  a  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  wo!~ld 
b e  h e a r d  f i r s t .  

HOUSE EILL 4 6 :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E a r l  Lory ,  S p o n s o r ,  o f  
D i s t .  99  i n  M i s s o u l a  gave a  background of t h e  b i l l .  - - 
~ x p l a n a t i o n  was g i v e n  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r i m  commit tee  on 
s u b d i v i s i o n s  had h e l d  s a n y  m e e t i n g s ,  w i t h  two l a r g e  
p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  i n  B i l l i n g s  and M i s s o u l a .  A s s i s t a n c e  
had also been g i v e n  by t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l .  A s  a  
r e s u l t  of  t h e  s t u d y ,  1 0  b i l l s  have now been s u b m i t t e d  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  s u b d i v i s i o n s .  A summary ~f t h e  b i l l  
was p r e s e n t e d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a s t a t e m e n t  of l e g i s l a t i v e  
i n t e r -  and a r e  attached. He s t a t e d  t h e  coi?;;;(ittee h a s  
d iv ic ' . -d  t h e  p r o c e s s  of s u b d i v i n g  i n t o  t h r e e  main 
c a t e g o r i e s ,  b e i n g  a  Minor S u b d i v i s i o n  o f  5 p a r c e l s  o r  
less ,  and S u b d i v i s i o n  w i t h i n  a Mas te r  P l a n ,  and o v e r  
5 l o t s  w i t h  no master p l a n .  The p r o c e s s  o f  p u b l i c  r ev iew 

4 
w e r e  e x p l a i n e d  a s  w e l l  as t h e  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  i f  a p l a t  i s  
n o t  a c t e d  upon w i t h i n  35 d a y s ,  it would be c o n s i d e r e d  
approved .  The t i m e  changes  t o  60  d a y s  w i t h i n  a m a s t e r  
p l a n .  

S e n a t o r  Haro ld  Dover of Lewistown a l s o  spoke  for t h e  
i n t e r i m  c o r m i t t e e  and  p r e s e n t e d  t e s t i m o n y  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  
i n t e n t  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e .  H i s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  a l s o  a t t a c h e d  
t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  copy of t h e  m i n u t e s .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  f o r  
l a r g e r  s u b d i v i s i o n s ,  p r o v i s i o n  i s  made f o r  t h e  m a s t e r  
p l a n  which would a l l o w  a d e v e l o p e r  t o  p r o c e e d  w i t h o u t  
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  r e c e n t l y  
r u l e d  a l l  minor  s u b d i v i s i o n s  would come u n d e r  t h e  p u b l i c  
i n t e r e s t  review and  t h i s  would d e l a y  deve lopment  and 
p o s s i b l y  e n c o u r a g e  more u s e  of t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  s a l e  and 
20 Acre l L n i t a t i o n .  

Chairman ? . ~ b b i n s  t h e n  c a l l e d  f o r  P r o p o n e n t s .  M r .  Henry 
F l i c k e n ,  (:hairman of t h e  F l a t h e a d  County P l a n n i n g  Board 
a t  %a: i s>=- l l  spoke ,  s t a t i n g  t h e y  w e r e  in favor  and f e l t  
t h e  b i l l  would be an improvenent  i n  p l a n n i n g .  

S t e p h e n  P e t r i n i  of  K a l i s p e l l  a l s o  s p o k e  i n  f a v o r  and 
p r e s e n t e d  members w i t h  a sur-U-ey f r ~ m  t h e  F l a t h e a d  County 
Areawide P l a n n i n g  O r g a n i z a t l s n ,  which i s  a t t a c h e d  as 
$ 2  P r o p o n e n t s .  
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B i l l  Mackay o f  Roscoe,  Carbon County spoke  i n  f a v o r  and 
s t a t e d  he  f e l t  t h e  4 0  a c r e  s u b d i v i s i o n  s h o u l d  be hand led  
a s  any o t h e r  and  s u g g e s t e d  amending by d e l e t i n g  on  p. 15 ,  
f r o n  l i n e  1 9 ,  S e c t i o n  11. 

. 
E a r l  Wr igh t  of  Hamil ton ,  Chairman o f  t h e  R a v a l l i  County ,-,: 

-, 

P l a n n i n g  Eoard  spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n ,  and  a s k e d  t o  have  
a change made s o  t h a t  a l l  would conforrr~ w i t h  t h e  minor 
s u b d i v i s i o n  p r o v i s i o n s .  

Wes Woodgerd o f  S t e v e n s v i l l e  from RavaLki County spoke ,  
s t a t i n g  h e  was opposed a s  w r i t t e n  and o f f e r e d  amendments. 
H i s  p roposed  amendments i n c l u d e d  public n o t i c e  w i t h  I 

i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  d e v e l o p e r ,  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  
l i m i t  f o r  a u t o m a t i c  a p p r o v a l  s n o u i d  b e  changed or  removed, 
and t h e r e  s h o u l d  be rev iew on t h e  l a r g e r  p a r c e l s .  H i s  
p roposed  anendments a r e  a t t a c h e d ,  O p .  2 .  

Peggy Munoz and Ton ia  Bloom o f  t h e  B i t t e r o o t  C i t i z e n s  
f o r  S e n s i b l e  Growth from R a v a l l i  County s p o k e ,  s t a t i n g  
t h e y  had a t t e n d e d  2 o f  t h e  i n t e r i m  c o ~ m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s .  
They are i n  s u p p o r t  of  amending t h e  b i l l  s o  t h a t  t h e  
minor  s u b d i v i s i o n s  w i l l  have  p u b l i c  revie~?~, a s  well as 
o t h e r  amendments t h a t  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  and a c t a c h e d  es 
Prop .  $ 3 .  They a l s o  d i d  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  a u t o m a t i c  
a p p r o v a l  p r o v i s i o n .  

Don S t a p l e s  o f  t h e  S u r v e y o r s  Eoard and a fo rmer  C i t y -  
County P l a n n i n g  Board member spoke ,  s t a t i n g  h e  w a s  f rom 
S i l v e r  Bow and t h a t  t h e y  were i n  f a v o r ,  t h e y  would 
e n c o u r a g e  t h e  b i l l  and hoped i t  would pass. 

John  Ke l logg  o f  t h e  M i s s o u l a  P l a n n i n g  Eoard  S t a f f  
s t a t e d  v a r i o u s  problems t h e y  have  had ,  n o t i n g  that 
a t  p r e s e n t  t h e  c o u n t y  h a s  l i t t l e  o r  n ~ t h i n g  t o  s a y  
r e g a r d i n g  r o a d s  t o  s u b d i v i s i o n s  and t h i s  would now 
c a u s e  it t o  f a l l  u l t i m a t e l y  t o  the taxpayers. They 
a r e  i n  s u p p o r t  of HB 4 6 .  

John F i n e  o f  t h e  B i l l i n g s - Y e l l o w s t o n e  County P l a n n i n g  
Board p r e s e n t e d  a p r e p a r e d  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  commi t t ee ,  
o f f e r i n g  s e v e r a l  amendments. They had s u g g e s t i o n s  a s  
t o  t h e  a c r e a g e  l i m i t ,  and t h e  l i m i t  on a u t o m a t i c  
a p p r o v a l .  H i s  p roposed  amendments a r e  a t t a c h e d  as 
Prop .  5.  

Dick Ainsworth  o f  t h e  Missou la  A s s o c i a t i o n  of R e g i s t e r e d  
Land S u r v e y o r s  s p o k e r  stating t h e y  were i n  s u p p o r t  o f  
t h e  b i l l  and t h o u g h t  t h e  law was needed.  H e  s t a t e d  
t h e r e  had been d i f f i c u l t y  i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e  
law p r e v i o u s l y .  

H o l l y  Smi th ,  of  Beaverhead s t 3 t e d  s h e  I233 been a n  
t h e i r  p l a n n i n g  board  for 6 y e a r s  a ~ , d  t h a t  s h e  *-$a2 
i n  f a v o r  of t h e  bill. She stated they 50 hs;re z 
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county mas te r  p l a n  which would be af b e n e f i t .  Sne 
then  e x p l a i n e d  v a r i o u s  ways people  i n  t h e i r  a r e a  had 
gone around t h e  p r e s e n t  law, such 2 s  no t  r e c o r d i n g  
Deeds u n t i l  a l a t e r  t i m e .  

David Er i ckson  oE the Lake County P lanning  Board of 
Polson spoke,  s t a t i n g  h i s  mair! concern bras t h a t  t h e  
s t a t e  Ls dependsnt  upon t h e  l o c a l  governments t o  
e n f o r c e  t h e  r q u l a t i o n s  and t h a t  he would encourage 
t h e  committee t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  l o c a l  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e i r  needs.  H e  f e l t  many of t h e  
deve lope r s  w e r e  u s i n g  t h e  exemptions to a v o i d  having 
p u b l i c  review.  H i s  c o m ~ e n t s  and proposed amendments 
a r e  a t t a c h e d  as Prop # 7 .  

Rick Grae tz  of t h e  Montana Yagazine s t a t e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  
w a s  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  b i l l ,  t h a t  t h e  ecoromy of Montana 
i s  a t  s t a k e  a s  f a r  a s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  Se inq  t aken  a t  
an  a larming r a t e  t o  be used f o r  subdiviz:s:-Ls. H e  f e l t  
t h i s  should  be  s topped ,  however t h e r e  s k c ~ l d  be p r o v i s i o n  
f o r  r a n c h e r s  to s e l l  t h e i r  l and  f o r  f u r t h e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
u se  r a t h e r  t h a n  development. H e  f e l t  a l l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  
should  come u ~ d e r  review,  no  m a t t e r  what s i z e  and a l l  
l oopho le s  should  be c l o s e d .  H i s  statement i s  attached as  
Prop. # 8 ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  copy of a r t i c l e s  appear ing  i n  
t h e  Montana Magazine, Nov-Dec. i s s u e ,  which was p r e s e n t e d  
t o  members o f  t h e  committee. 

B e t t e  Hostad,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  League of Women Voters  
a l s o  spoke i n  s u p p o r t  of  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  the s u b d i v i s i o n  
law. She asked  t o  have people  made aware of t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  l o c a l  review cou ld  be ob ta ined  by l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  
i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s .  H e r  s t a t e m e n t  i s  a t t a c h e d  a s  Prop. # 9 .  

Gary Locke r e p r e s e n t i n g  E i t t e r r o o t  C i t i z e n s  f o r  Sensible 
Growth spoke,  s t s t i n g  they were i n  f a v o r  of HB 4 6  i f  i t  
would be amended a s  Wes Wo~dgerd sugges ted ,  s t a t i n g  they  
are opposed t o  t h e  60 day au tomat ic  a p p r o v a l ,  t h e  4 0  a c r e  
exemption and t h e  s t r i k i n g  of t h e  "no less s t r i n g e n t  por-  
t i o n .  

C h a r l o t t e  E a s t e r  of Missoula s t a t e d  she  w a s  i n  f a v o r ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  c l o s i n g  t h e  farnily conveyance p r o v i s i o n  and 
t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  s a l e .  She a l s o  f e l t  review should  he h e l d  
on a l l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  and t h a t  t h e r e  should  be no t i m e  l i m i t  
f o r  au toma t i c  app rova l .  H e r  s t a t e m e n t  is a t t a c h e d ,  Prop. 11. 

P e t e  Jackson  of Helena r e p r e s e n t i n g  k E T A  stated t h e i r  
p o s i t i o n  was i n  f a v o r ,  and  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  35 day approva l  
e r i o d .  H e  s t a t e d  he r e a l i z e d  people  would l i k e  t o  g o  i n t o  1 
z o r e  detail, however t h i s  was a  good beg inn ing .  
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C l i f f  C h r i s t i a n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Xontana A s s o c i a t i o n  of  
R e a l t o r s  s t a t e d  t h e  law of  s u p p l y  and demand f o r  e x i s t i n g  
hous ing  c r e a t e d  t h e  need f o r  f u r t h e r  development .  H e  
t h e n  c i t e d  examples  of eve ryone  n e e d i n g  t o  pay f o r  some -. 
s e r v i c e s ,  s u c h  as everyone  b e i n g  taxed f o r  s c h o o l  c h i l d -  I - ,  

-4 

r e n ,  even though  t h e y  do n o t  have c h i l d r e n  i n  s c h o o l .  
H e  went  on t o  s a y  t h e y  a re  p r o p o n e n t s  of HB 4 6  due t o  
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  t h e  35 day r e v i e w  and  60 d a y  r e v i e w  
t i m e  l i m i t s .  He s t a t e d  t h e y  do know t h e r e  have  been some 
a b u s e s  of t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  sales ,  however f e l t  t h e  b i l l  was 
good a s  i t  now was p r e s e n t e d .  

Sonny Hanson of  t h e  Montana T e c h n o l o g i c a l  C o u n c i l  o f  
Land S u r v e y o r s  and P l a n n e r s  was a l s o  a p r o p o n e n t ,  s t a t i n g  
t h e  p r e s e n t  law d o e s n ' t  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  s u r v e y o r s  p r o c e s s  
and he hoped t h i s  would improve. 

X i c h a e l  S tephen  o f  t h e  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  of C o u n t i e s  
a l s o  spoke i n  f a v o r ,  s t a t i n g  he f e l t  t h i s  was a s t e p  
i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n  as  i t  b r i n g s  a n  o r d e r l y  rev iew 
o f  t h e  l a w s ,  and would p r o v i d e  i n i t i a t i v e  f o r  l o c a l  
government  t o  u s e  more a d e q u a t e  p l a n n i n g .  

Leonard S a r g e n t  s t a t e d  he was i n  s u p p o r t  and w a s  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  P a r k  County P l a n n i n g  Board and  t h e  
~ n v i r o n m e n t a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t e r .  He f e l t  many t h i n g s  
h e  had t o  s a y  had a l r e a d y  been s a i d ,  b u t  would a l s o  l i k e  
t o  s a y  i t  would be  good l e g i s l a t i o n  if p a s s e d  as it was. 
He s t a t e d  he  would l i k e  t o  have  a ~ p r o p r i a t e  a c c e s s  d e f i n e d ,  
and t h a t  t h e  4 0  a c r e  p r o v i s i o n  c o u l d  iead t o  a b u s e s .  H e  
a l s o  f e l t  t h e  t i m e  l i m i t  was n o t  l o n g  enough f o r  many corn- 
m u n i t i e s  and t h i s  c o u l d  l e a d  t o  d e l a y  of a c t i o n  t o  c a u s e  
a u t o m a t i c  a p p r o v a l .  

J i m  R ichard  o f  t h e  Dept.  of  Cormunity A f f a i r s  P l a n n i n g  
~ i v i s i o n  spoke b r i e f l y  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  bill. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A r t  She lden  spoke a s  a m s m b e r  o f  t h e  i n t e r i m  
commit tee ,  s t a t i n g  t h e  b i l l  s h o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  l o c a l  govern-  
ments t o  a d o p t  comprehensive p l a n n i n g  a n d  accept t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  communit ies .  H e  f e l t  t h e  law would 
w o r k  f o r  most  l o c a l i t i e s .  

J a n f l l e  F a l l e n  t h e n  spoke b r i e f l y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Mont. 
Chamber o f  Commerce, and s t a t ed  t h e y  were i n  s u p p o r t .  

Dennis  Lopach of  Montana Power spoke a s  a p roponen t  and 
s t a t e d  t h e y  w e r e  i n  s u p p o r t  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  Sec. 1 3  
which would r e p e a l  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  a c t .  

Bob Champion o f  t h e  Depar-cnt o f  Highways spoke  f o r  
amending, p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  respect tc: t h e  r e q u i r e ~ n e n t s  
f o r  s u r v e y .  fie f e l t  t h i s  w o u l d  d e l a y  ar,d c a u s e  Lir3!j.tionai 

': i r*:>rk for t h e i r  deparLment.  -, 2:-oposed ~ ~ ~ ~ r d n c x r ;  are 
e t t a c h e d  a s  Prop .  1 9 .  
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lory  was t h e n  asked t o  close, n o t i n 9  t h a t  
a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t e s t i m o n y  had been  h e a r d ,  and  he would 
n o t  make any  l o n g  s t a t e m e n t .  4 
Chairman Robbins  t h e n  c a l l e d  f o r  q u e s t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  Corn- 
m i t t e e .  Members f e l t  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s  had  b e e n  answered  : 

d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t e s t i m o n y .  

Chairman Rohbins  t h e n  c l ~ s e d  h e a r i n g s  o n  House B i l l  4 6 .  
H e  announced t h e  commit tee  would n o t  t a k e  a c t i o n  a t  t h i s  
t i m e ,  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  would be  a s s i g n e d  t o  Sub-Camni t tee  f o r  
r e v i e w  and tF,e  t e s t i m o n y  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d ,  and a f t e r  t h e i r  
r e p o r t  e x e c u t ~ ; e  s e s s i o n  would b e  h e l d .  Members of t h e  
Sub-Cormi t tee  tre R e p r e s e ~ t a t i v e s :  Kessler, Chairman and 
McBride, H u r w i t z ,  B e r t e l s e n  and  Azza ra .  

Chairman Robbins  t h e n  announced t h a t  d u e  t o  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  
t h e  h e a r i n g ,  C-iniittee Members had b e e n  e x c u s e d  from House 
S e s s i o n  t h i s  ~, :y ,  and  a r e  r z q u e s t e d  t o  s i g n  a fcrm f o r  t h e  
r e c o r d .  

The  m e e t i n g  t h e n  d u l y  a d j o u r n e d  a %  4 : 3 5  p . m .  
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