
J a n u a r y  1 6 ,  1979 

'r1;c iIousc Con-uni t t c c  on Ii ighways a n d  ' I ' r a n s p o r t a t i o n  convened  i n  
Room 2 0  o f  t h e  Capital Annex on  Tuesday ,  J a n u a r y  1 6 ,  1979 ,  a t  
1: 30 p . m .  , w i t h  Chairman B a e t h  p r e s i d i n g  and  f i f t e e n  members 
p r e s e n t .  A b s e n t  w a s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Feda .  

Chai rman B a e t h  o p e n e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  a  h e a r i n g  on HB 55 .  

HOUSE BILL 55 REPRESENTATIVE J A C K  UHDE, t h e  chief s p o n s o r ,  
i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  the b i l l  i s  by t h e  

r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission a n d  i s  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  wh ich  C l a s s  C  c a r r i e r s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  
o p e r a t i n g  as C l a s s  B  c a r r i e r s .  He s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  i s  f o r  t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  C l a s s  B c a r r i e r s  as  C l a s s  B c a r r i e r  rates are  
r e g u l a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission w h i l e  Class C  
r a t e s  a r e  n o t .  T h i s  b i l l  r e g u l a t e s  t h e  number a n d  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  
c o n t r a c t s  o f  a C l a s s  C c a r r i e r .  

WAYNE BUDT,  Montana P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission,  s p o k e  in s u p p o r t  
o f  t h e  b i l l .  H e  s a id  t h e  b i l l  s p e c i f i e s  t h a t  i f  a C l a s s  C c a r r i e r  
h a s  more t h a n  s i x  c o n t r a c t s  and  e a c h  c o n t r a c t  i s  f o r  more t h a n  
180 d a y s  h e  would  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a  C l a s s  B carrier a n d  wou ld  
coine u i d e r  t h e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission r e g u l a t i o n s .  A copy o f  
h i s  t e s t i m o n y  i s  e x h i b i t  1 a n d  p a r t  o f  t h e  m i n u t e s .  

Dur ing  q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  commi t t ee  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L i e n  a s k e d  
M r .  Budt  wha t  k i n d  of h a u l e r s  f a l l  u n d e r  t h e  C l a s s  C c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  
H e  s a i d  s i n c e  a  m a j o r  c o n c e r n  o f  h i s  i n  h i s  d i s t r i c t  i s  i n d e p e n d e n t  
l i v e s t o c k  a n d  g r a i n  h a u l e r s ,  he  wan ted  t o  know i f  t h i s  b i l l  would  
a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  them. M r .  Budt  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  g r a i n  h a u l e r s  a r e  
u n r e g u l a t e d  a n d  l i v e s t o c k  h a u l e r s  a r e  u n d e r  t h e  C l a s s  B c l a s s i f i -  
c a t i o n .  M r .  Bud t  s a i d  a  C l a s s  C c a r r i e r  c o u l d  b e  a h a u l e r  o f  
a l m o s t  a n y  p r o d u c t :  p e t r o l e u m ,  c o a l ,  l o g s ,  meat, e t c .  The d i s -  
t i n c t i o n  b e i n g  t h a t  h e  h a u l s  i t  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  f o r  a s p e c i f i c  m i n e ( s )  
o r  company ( i e s ) ,  w h i l e  a C l a s s  B carr ier  h o l d s  h i m s e l f  o u t  t o  s e r v e  
a l l  p a r t i e s  who r e q u e s t  s e r v i c e .  Rep. F a b r e g a  q u e s t i o n e d  what  t h e  
p u r p o s e  was f o r  b e i n g  c l a s s i f i e d  as a  C.  M r .  Bud t  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  
some carr iers  do  n o t  wan t  t o  file r a t e s  with t h e  PSC. They deai 
with a  s m a l l  number of  p e o p l e  a n d  a r r a n g e m e n t s  are made p r i v a t e l y  
be tween  t h e n .  Under C l a s s  B a t a r i f f  is  set up a n d  c h a r g e d  to a l l .  
H e  s a i d  a s  f a r  as  l i c e n s e  f e e s  are c o n c e r n e d  h e  was n o t  aware  of any  
d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  t h e  t w o  c a r r i e r s .  H e  s a i d  t h e  b i l l  was t o  keep 
t h e  C l a s s  c c a r r i e r s  f rom b e i n g  i n  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  C l a s s  B 
c a r r i e r s .  

Chairman B a e t h  c l o s e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  on HB 55 a n d  o p e n e d  it t o  HB 65 .  

HOUSE BILL 6 5  REPRESENTATIVE JACK UHDE, t h e  c h i e f  s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  
t h i s  b i l l  i s  a l s o  by t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  

S e r v i c e  Comrnission,  and  i t s  p u r p o s e  i s  t o  i n c l u d e  C l a s s  D c a r r i e r s  
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in t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  l a w ,  a n d  it p r o v i d e s  that i f  t h e r e  a r e  
no  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a motor  c a r r i e r  c e r t i f i c a t e  

1 
no  h e a r i n g  wou ld  n e e d  t o  be h e l d .  

WAYNE BUDT, Montana P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission,  was t h e  n e x t  
p r o p o n e n t  s ~ c a k e r .  H e  s a i d  t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  n e e d  
f o r  h e a r i n g s  on u n p r o t e s t e d  a u t h o r i t y  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  t o  i n s e r t  
C l a s s  D i n t c  t h e  s t a t u t e  as a matter o f  h o u s e k e e p i n g  as t h e  C l a s s  
D d e s i g n a t i o n  was a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  1977  L e g i s l a t u r e .  H e  s a i d  t h e  
r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  r e d u c e  a p p l i c a n t  e x p e n s e  and  t o  r e d u c e  
h e a r i n g  a n d  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e  f o r  t h e  Commission.  

LARRY H U S S ,  Yontana Motor C a r r i e r s  , was t h e  n e x t  p r o p o n e n t  s p e a k e r .  
H e  s a i d  t h i s  c o u l d  s a v e  +a s m a l l  c a r r i e r  f rom t h e  u s e l e s s  a n d  b u r -  
densome e x p e n s e  o f  h a v i n g  t o  h i r e  a  lawyer and  t h e  o t h e r  a t t e n d a n t  
e x p e n s e s  f o r  a h e a r i n g  a n d  so a good i d e a .  H e  s a i d  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  
a b o u t  i n c l u d i n g  C l a s s  D carriers would  correct a n  o v e r s i g h t ,  

W I L L I A M  J.  OPITZ, Montana P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission,  s p o k e  n e x t  
a s  a p r o p o n e n t .  H e  s a i d  i n  December o f  1978  t h e  Commission 
c o n d u c t e d  a h e a r i n g  on  a t a x i c a b  PC&N i n  H a r d i n .  There w e r e  n o  
o p p o n e n t s  t o  t h e  PC&N b u t  s t i l l  t h e  Commissioner  and  a c o u r t  
r e p o r t e r  s p e n t  two d a y s  t r a v e l i n g  t o  H a r d i n  t o . c o n d u c t  a f i f t e e n  
m i n u t e  h e a r i n g .  H e  s a i d  t h e  Commission unanimous ly  s u p p o r t s  t h e  
p a s s a g e  o f  HB 65.  

As t h e r e  w e r e  no  q u e s t i o n s  f rom the commi t t ee  members, Chai rman 
B a c t h  closed t h e  h e a r i n g  on HB 6 5  and opened  t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  a 
h e a r i n g  on  HE 66.  ' 

HOUSE EILL 6 6  -REPARESENTATIVE MIKE COONEY, t h e  c h i e f  s p o n s o r ,  s a i d  
t h i s  b i l l  w a s  a t  the request of the Public S e r v i c e  

~ o ~ ~ i ~ i s s i o n .  H e  s a i d  it i s  t o  change  from 90  d a y s  f rom f i l i n g  t o  
6 0  d a y s  f r o m  t h e  h e a r i n g  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  when t h e  commiss ion  n u s t  
issue a  d e c i s i o n  on  a motor c a r r i e r  c e r t i f i c a t e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  

WAYNE W. BUDT, Montana P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission,  s p o k e  as  a 
p r o p o n e n t .  H e  s a i d  t h i s  wou ld  g i v e  t i m e  f o r  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  t o  
b c  p r e p a r e d  and  t i m e  t o  f i l e  b r i e f s  by t h e  a p p l i c a n t  a n d  the 
p r o t e s t a n t .  H e  f e l t  s i x t y  d a y s  would be a  f a i r l y  good  t i n e  and 
h e  was h o p e f u l  t h e  Commission c o u l d  o p e r a t e  w i t h i n  t h i s  t i m e  p e r i o d .  

LARRY HUSS, Kontana  Motor  C a r r i e r s ,  s p o k e  a s  an o p p o n e n t .  H e  s a i d  
t h e  c u r r e n t  "me p e r i o d  i s  u s u a l l y  i g n o r e d  a n d  it u s u a l l y  t a k e s  
a b o u t  s i x  mcn ths  o r  l o n g e r  a n d  t h a t  t h e s e  delays a r e  a t  t i m e s  
o c c a s i o n e d  ty t h e  c a r r i e r s  t h e m s e l v e s .  H e  s a i d  o n e  o f  t h e  impor-  
t a n t  f a c t ~ r s  i n  g o i n g  f rom t h e  f i l i n g  r a t h e r  t han  t h e  h e a r i n g  da te  
i s  t h a t  y o u  nave a  s t a r t i n g  p 3 i n t .  H e  f e l t  9 0  d a y s  f rom t h e  f i l i n g  
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d a t e  w a s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t i m e  f o r  t h e  PSC and s u g g e s t e d  an  amendnent 
t h a t  would make it 180 d a y s  from t h e  d a t e  o f  comple ted  f i l i n g .  
f-Ie f e l t  t h e y  c o u l d  f o l l o w  t h a t  and i t  would a l s o  g i v e  t h e  PSC 
t i m e  t o  do  t h e i r  work. A copy of h i s  s u g g e s t e d  amendments 
i s  e x h i b i t  2 o f  t h e  m i n u t e s .  - 

During t h e  q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  commit tee ,  Rep. Lien  asked  t h e  
P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Comrnision r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  how t h e y  f e l t  a b o u t  t h e  
s u g g e s t e d  amendment. M r .  O p i t z  s a i d  t h e  commission c o u l d  s u p p o r t  
t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  amendment b u t  he f e l t  a s p e c i f i c  w a i v e r  pro- 
v i s i o n ,  s t a t i n g  " a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  
c o u l d  b e  e x t e n d e d , "  s h o u l d  be g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  commission i n  t h e  
e v e n t  o f  u n f o r e s e e n  problems i n  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  t h e  t a s k .  H e  s a i d  
t h i s  c o u l d  p r e v e n t  t h e  commission from a c t i n g  n e g a t i v e l y  t o  a 
r e q u e s t  a n d  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  h a v i n g  t o  r e f i l e  and pay a n o t h e r  f i l i n g  
f e e .  

Chairman Bae th  c l o s e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  on HB 66 and opened t h e  m e e t i n g  
t o  a  h e a r i n g  on HB 67. 

HOUSE BILL 6 7  REPRESENTATIVE M I K E  COONEY, the c h i e f  s p o n s o r ,  
s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  was at t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  Public 

S e r v i c e  Commission and would c l a r i f y  t h e  s t a t u t e s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
s u p e r v i s o r s  o f  motor  c a r r i e r s  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  check p a p e r s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  d r i v e r s  ( l o g  books ,  m e d i c a l  c e r t i f i c a t e s ) .  H e  s a i d  
t h i s  was b a s i c a l l y  f o r  s a f e t y  p u r p o s e s .  

WAYNE BUDT,  Montana P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  C~rtImission,  spoke a s  a p roponen t .  
H e  s a i d  t h e y  a l r e a d y  f e e l  t h e y  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  check t h e s e  
i t e m s  now b u t  t h i s  b i l l  would c l a r i f y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  d r i v e r s  are 
c o v e r e d .  

Dur ing t h e  q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  commit tee ,  Rep. T r o p i l a  a s k e d  how 
many e x t r a  FTEs t h i s  would r e q u i r e .  M r .  Budt a s s u r e d  him t h a t  no 
more would b e  needed.  Rep. T r o p i l a  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  c l e a r n e s s  of 
t h e  wording a s  t o  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n s .  H e  f e l t  t h e  P S C  m i g h t  be 
becoming i n v o l v e d  w i t h  work i n t e n d e d  f o r  t h e  Highway Patrol. Chair- 
man E a e t h  s a i d  he would have t h e  l awyer  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  c o w n i t t e e  
check on t h i s  b i l l  t o  be s u r e  it s a y s  what  it is c l a i m e d  t o  s a y .  

Chairman Baeth  c l o s e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  on HB 67 and opened t h e  mee t ing  
t o  an  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n .  

EXZCUTIVE SESSION 

HOUSE BILL 55 - Rep. T r o p i l a  moved t h a t  HB 55 d o  pass. The  b i l l  
p a s s e d  unanimously w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t .  R e p .  

Cooney moved t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  b i l l  had r e c e i v e d  a unanimous v o t e  t o  
have i t  p u t  on t h e  c o n s e n t  c a l e n d a r .  T h i s  mot ion  also p a s s e d  
unanimously.  
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HOUSE B I L L  6 5  -- Chairman Baeth a s k e d  f o r  act ion on this b i l l .  
R e p .  Keyser  moved do p a s s .  The motion carried 

unanimously  w i t h  the members p r e s e n t .  Rep. Cooney moved t h a t  
t h i s  bill b e  p u t  on the c o n s e n t  c a l e n d e r .  This motion passed 
unanimously  w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t .  

Rep. T r o p i l a  moved t h a t  t h e  mee t ing  ad jou rn .  H e e t i n g  adjourned 
a t  2 :  1 5  p.m. Chairman Baeth  announced t h e  n e x t  mee t ing  w o u l d  
be a t  1 o ' c l o c k  on ~ h u r s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  1 8 .  

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

/[)lj?&, R.  B d  
WILLIAM R. BAETH, Cha i rman  

Emcl ia  S a t r e ,  S e c r e t a r y  




