
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
FINANCE AND CLAIMS 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 
11 A p r i l  19,  1977 

The f o r t y  second meeting of  t h e  Sena te  Finance and Claims 
Committee met on t h e  above d a t e  i n  room 331 of t h e  S t a t e  
C a p i t o l .  Ro l l  c a l l  was taken and t h e  meeting was c a l l e d  t o  
o r d e r  by Sena tor  Thiessen,  chairman', a t  8:06 A.M. 

HOUSE B I L L  554 was r e p o r t e d  on by Sena tor  Rober ts .  He s a i d  
t h e  subcommittee had d i scussed  t h i s  w i t h  At torney General  Mike 
Greeley,  Legal Council  t o  t h e  Governor, Bob Lund, and had t a l k e d  
t o  o t h e r  members of  t h e  b a r  on t h i s  m a t t e r .  The consensus of 
op in ion  was t h a t  t hey  could n o t  c o n t e s t  t h e  Zook Bro the r s  
s e t t l e m e n t  and it was h i s  op in ion  t h a t  t h e  judgement i n  f avo r  
of  t h e  Zook Bro thers  i s  something t h a t  we a r e  probably going t o  
have t o  recognize .  I t  i s  a  f i n a l  judgement by t h e  supreme 
c o u r t ,  and he could n o t  see any around it. The Sour Dough 
Land and C a t t l e  Company i n  h i s  e s t i m a t i o n  was something they  
might want t o  cons ide r .  I t  was h i s  op in ion  t h a t  i f  we d i d  no t  
fund t h i s  t h e  a t t o r n e y  gene ra l  would then  t a k e  a c t i o n  t o  have 
t h e  amount reduced. 

Motion by Sena tor  Rober ts  t h a t  we pay eve ry th ing  bu t  t h e  Sour 
Dough and f i n d  t h e  proper  language and p u t  it i n t o  t h e  b i l l .  

Motion was vo ted ,  passed ,  Thomas and Boylan v o t i n g  no. 

I t  was decided t o  s t r i k e  l i n e  23, 2 4  and 25 on page 1 and l i n e  
1 on page 2 ,  and t h a t  Sena tor  .Iioberts would d i s c u s s  w i th  t h e  
a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  t h e  language t o  p u t  i n t o  t h e  b i l l  and b r ing  
it t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r y .  This  was a p p r 0 v e d . b ~  t h e  committee. 

Motion by Sena tor  Roberts  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  a s  amended, do  pass .  
Voted and passed.  



Gregg L .  McCurdy 
D i r .  o f  Government A f f a i r s  

SENATE B I L L  236 

Suggested Amendments: 

(1) Page 1, l i n e  7  

S t r i k e :  Mun ic ipa l i t i e s  
I n s e r t :  Local Governments 

(2) Page 1, l i n e  1 2  

S t r i k e :  Sec t ion  1 i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  

I n s e r t :  Sec t ion  1. D i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  funds rece ived  pursuant  

t o  PL94-377 p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  Mineral Leasing Lands Act. The 

add i t i ona l  25% o f  money rece ived  from t h e  U.S. Treasury,  pursuant  t o  

PL94-377 (1976), s h a l l  be expended a s  fo l lows :  

(1) Of the  a d d i t i o n a l  money, 100% s h a l l  be pa id  t o  coun t i e s  con ta in ing  

lands belonging t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  which a r e  l ea sed  pursuant  t o  

t h e  p rov i s ions  of  t h e  Mineral 1,ands Leasing Act,  a s  amended. This  

money s h a l l  be a l l o c a t e d  50% on t h e  r a t i o  of  t h e  popula t ion  o f  each 

such county t o  t h e  t o t a l  popula t ion  of  a1 1 such c o u n t i e s .  The remainfng 

50% s h a l l  be  a l l o c a t e d  according t o  t h e  r a t i o  t h e  t o t a l  acreage  s u b j e c t  

t o  t h e  Mineral Land Leasing Act contained i n  each county b e a r s  t o  t h e  

t o t a l  such acreage i n  a l l  coun t i e s  con ta in ing  such l ands .  

(2) The county t r e a s u r e r  i n  coun t i e s  conta in ing  lands  s u b j e c t  t o  

PL94-377 s h a l l  s e t  a s i d e  50% o f  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  funds rece ived  under 

t h e  p rov i s ions  of ( t h i s  a c t ) .  Within 30 days of r e c e i p t ,  t h e  t r e a s u r e r  

s h a l l  d i s t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w i th in  t h e  county t h e  funds 

s e t  a s i d e  according t o  t h e  pe r  centage o f  popula t ion  each myn ic ipa l i t y  

bea r s  t o  t h e  t o t a l  popula t ion  o f  a l l  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  county.  



(3)The popula t ion  f i g u r e s  used f o r  determining t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  under 

( t h i s  a c t )  s h a l l  be taken from t h e  most r e c e n t  f e d e r a l  census a t  t h e  

t ime of payment. 

(3)  Page 2 ,  l i n e  7 

S t r i k e :  Sec t ion  2 i n  it.s e n t i r e t y .  

I n s e r t :  Sec t ion  2 .  Moneys d i t r i b u t e d  t o  l o c a l  governments pursuant  t o  ( s e c t i o n  1 

of  t h i s  a c t )  s h a l l  be depos i ted  t o  t h e  gene ra l  fund, except  t h a t  50% 

of  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  moneys rece ived  by t h e  county t r e a s u r e r  from t h e  U.S. 

t r e a s u r y  s h a l l  be s e t  a s i d e  i n  a  s p e c i a l  account f o r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  



TEST II.IO:\IY 

The biontana Departncnt of Agr icul ture  endorses Scnatc C j . 1 1  :\To. 239. T h i s  

b i l l  p r i m a r i l y  provides t h a t  the  Department wj l l a s s j  s t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  prodticcrs 

and county noxious weed pe r so~ lne l  i n  managing and del ineat i r tg  noxious wze3s t h a t  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t  agr icul tu l -a1  p r ~ d u c t j o n ,  both crop and range, i n  the s t a t e .  

This  b i l l  i s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  arid retro1nnend3i:ions of  t h e  Jlcpart;,:entl!; 

Govenorps Soxious IA,'eed Management Advisory Council c rea ted  by Govcrnor Judge a t  

t h e  r eques t  of  t h e  Agr icu l tu ra l  Ad Hoc Cor!?mitt:ce and t h e  Department of 

Agr icu l tu re .  

Managernant of noxio~rs avceds involvcs a determination o f  the size a11c1 t y p s  

of i n f e s t a t i o n s  and developnent of p lans  t o  control  o r  supprcss t!lcse i n f e s t a t i o ~ ~ s  

i n  cooperat ion with producers,  l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  and f c d e r a l  agencics and o:.her 

groups, such a s  r a i l r o a d s .  These management p lans  n u s t  be prepared on a p r a c t i c a l ,  

economical and environmental ly acceptable  b a s i s .  The p lans  must r e f l e c t  county 

management p r i o r i t i e s  dur ing  a per iod  o f  time t h r e e  yea r s  o r  g r e a t e r ,  beczuse 

it i s  v i r t u a l l y  impossible t o  e f f e c t  pcr~nanent c o n t r o l s  i n  a s h o r t e r  period o f  

time. Current ly ,  noxious weed i n f e s t a t i o n s  a r e  not  only inc reas ing  i n  s i z e  bill. 

a r e  appearing i n  new l o c a t i o n s  throughout the  s t a t e .  The J l c p a r t ~ ~ e n t  i n  

performing t h e s e  funct ions  will attempt t o  a s s i s t  1 ocal  groups i n  d e t e r ~ ~ i n i n g  

those  a r c a s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  i n  which cur ren t  chemical managenent techniques s h o ~ ~ l d  

not  be used because of c r i t i c a l  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ,  cnvi ronnznta l ly  f r a g i l e  z r c a s ,  

and s i t u a t i o n s  i n  which t h e  cos t  of  the  program i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  i s  

economically u n j u s t i f i e d .  Tht: Departncnt \< i l l .  a l s o  at tempt t:o r e so lve  the  

c u r r e n t  problcni of p r o t e c t i n g  commercial bee operatj .ens while a t t e x p t i ~ g  t o  

r e so lve  t h e  noxious ;:reed probleii~ i n  and  around a g r i c u l t u r a l  crops and rangela!12. 



SEN.  CORNIE R. THIESSEN 
BOX 195 
LAMBERT. MONTANA 59243 

PRESDENT-PRO TEM 
COMMITTEES: 

FINANCE IUD CLAIMS. C.I:).~RKIII 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Commissioner, George Lackman 
Department of Agriculture 
1300 Cedar  Street 
Helena, MT 59601 

Dear Mr. Lackman, 

The Senate Finance and @la.ims Committee has rec:ommended 
a do pass on Senate Bill 289. 

It is the committee's intent that no general. fund be 
used in administering, m o n i t o r i n g ,  or a u d i t i n g  any 
federal funds received under the provisions of the 
bill. Thus a91 costs associated with the federal 
funding will be paid by federal dollars. 

Sincerely, 

C. R. Thiessen, Senator 
. Chairman, Finance s( Claims Cornmi-ttee 



ROLL CALL 

FINANCE AND CLAIMS COMMITTEE 

4 5 t h  LEGISLATIVE SESSION 1 9 7 7  Date '{-/G- ' 7  
...................................................................... 

NAME 

THIESSEN, CH 

HIXSL,  V.C. 
- 

STORY 

ETCHART 

KOLSTAD 

LOCKREM 

NELSON ------ 

SMITH ------ ---. 

STEPHENS -- 

FASBENDER ----- 

BOYLAN --- 

!?LYNN - 
MEHRENS -- - ----- --- 

l2EGAN - --- 
ROEERTS ---- -------- - - -- - - -- - --- 

THOMAS - 

EXCUSED PRESENT 

..- - 

--.- --- -.- 

ABSENT 

- 




