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MINUTES OF THE MEETING

FINANCE AND CLAIMS
MONTANA STATE SENATE
April 16, 1977

The forty first meeting of the Senate Finance and Claims Com-
mittee met in room 331 of the State Capitol on the above date.
Roll call was taken, and the meeting was called to order at
9:38 A.M. for the purpose of taking some action on bills that
had been heard ans studied by the committee.

HOUSE BILL 357, the bill by Representative Quilici to give

aid to the victim of a crime was discussed. In answer to a
question from Senator Smith, Mike Kohnke, governor's office,
said they would not expect a decrease in funds to the counties
through this legislation. He said the justices would simply
raise the fines. Most of the money is collected through the
forfeiture of bonds, etc.

Motion was duly made and seconded that House Bill 357 do pass.
voted and passed, 9:42 A.M.

HOUSE BILL 838, a bill by Representative Driscoll to approp-
riate moneys to operate the legislature. He said this was
the money for the legislature to run the 90 days.

Motion by Senator Stephens that H.B. 838 do pass. Voted and
passed, unanimous.

HOUSE BILL 828, the Governor's Homestead Tax Relief was dis
cussed and Senator Regan moved the bill be amended to say

on page 1, line 25 new section 3. Administrative Costs.
Included within the appropriation in Section 1 are funds to
administer the Homestead Tax Relief Act, not to exceed a total
of $700,000.

Motion was voted, passed.

Motion by Senator Regan that H.B. 828 as amended be concurred
in. Voted and passed.

HOUSE BILI 140, Representative Lynch's bill for silicotics was
discussed. The way it was amended it would limit the income and
has a sunset clause on it. When we handled Senator Healy's bill,
we may be able to do the same thing with it. What we do here

is to make the surviving spouse eligible for the full benefits.
When we go into conference committee with this bill we can see
how the $300 per month will go. It may have to be adjusted.
There was a motion on this bill. All motions by Senator Regan.

Motion to reconsider our actions on House bill 140. Voted and
passed, unanimous 9:52 A.M.

Motion to strip 140 of the amendments passed on it. Voted and
passed.

Motion to amend H. B. 140 as she had related, putting a limit
on, sunsetting, etc, and to include the spouses.
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Judy Rippingale, Fiscal Analyst, had been asked to find the

fiscal impact and she gave the figures for the income limit-
ations, amount of pensions, etc, and how it would affect the
fiscal budget.

Senator Regan said the language in the bill should be changed
so that there cannot be any double payments.

It was decided that Senator Regan, Senator Roberts and Judy
Rippingale should go to work on this and come up with the proper
amendment:.

HOUSE BILIL 282, Representative Manuel's bill for the experiment
station in the triangle area was discussed.

A motion was made to reconsider the action on House Bill 282
by Senator Kolstad, Voted and passed.

Motion that HB 282 be concurred in by Senator Kolstad, voted
and passed, 10:09 A.M.

HOUSE BILL 242 on Day Care extended care. Senator Thiessen

said this was the bill given to Senator Regan asking that there
be a set figure in the bill and a time frame and also that the
money be unincumbered on a biennium basis so that when the money
is expended the program ends, and the suggestion of region 5
will wait until she returns.

HOUSE BILL 554, the appropriations committee bill giving money
to the state examiners to satisfy some judgements against the
state.

Motion was duly made to concur in this bill. Discussion
followed. Senator Stephens said they are locking at the Sour
Dough issue. They are working with the attorney general to
see if something can be done on this. It looks as though

the Zook one we are stuck with.

Senator Thomas said in addition to selling the land and cattle
company at a big profit, they have also sold the building, and
there is a furniture store in it now. This, however, was a
firm lease, and I don't know what they can do about it.

It was decided to pass action on this bill for today.

HOUSE BILI, 242, Representative Palmer's expanded day care bill
was discussed. Senator Regan said she had gone down to see
what the real fiscal impacts were and Mr. Wise looked up some
figures that are quite interesting. I would urge the committee
to go ahead and pass this bill in a very limited form, that it
only address region 5 and that the cost would be about 1/4 of
the appropriation.

Motion by Senator Regan to amend section 3 to insert the figure
which will fund region 5.

Further amend the bill that indicates that this appropriation
shall be used as a biennium program in region 5. It is to
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to terminate on July 30, 1979 or whenever the appropriation
is expended.

Motion on the amendments was voted, passed.

Motion by Senator Regan that this bill as amended do pass.
Voted and passed.

HOUSE BILL 797, on effective utilization of state lands by
Mular, was discussed.

Motion by Senator Etchart that HB 797 do not pass.

Discussion followed on the amount of water this provided on the
state lands, and some felt this was enough to make it a marsh.
Consideration of whether the state rights on land above would
take away the rights of an individual down strean was another
issue discussed.,

Motion was voted, passed.

HOUSE BILL 140, the silicotic bill. Senator Regan made the
motion that we would amend in -—-in essence--Senator Healy's
bill raising the surviving spouses from $87.50 to $200 per
month and still maintaining the provision and the date.

Voted and defeated on the amendments.

Senator Regan said she thought this was an error if the purpose
was to address those people who really needed help. 1In turning
this down you have killed both bills. This is a trade off and
you are saving the state money.

Senator Himsl said House Bill 140 has now the original amend-
ments with the limitation of $300 to gualify. It has the re-
strictions needed to keep it from expanding, and to let the
people whorreally need it get it.

Senator Stephens said in putting the widows into this one you are
raising the widows. Healy's bill would have raised it to
$100. You ave raising it to $200.

Senator Regan said inorder to make this fair and to give help
where it is needed, yes. You are sunsetting it and putting a
restricting ceiling on it.

The committee wondered if they could reconsider this bill. Sen-
ator Etchart said he did not like to add the amendments but
‘wanted to leave it at the smaller figure with no raise past
$100.

Substitute Motion to bring the spouses down, and have separate
amendments. Motion by Senator Etchart.

Judy Rippingale said as we based the increases, this will
automatically raise the spouses up. The spouses will auto-
matically go to $100 per month.
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She said under the Healy bill they could make a lot of money
and still be eligible. Under tHese amendments they limit the
amount of money and save about $167,000 a year and eventually
terminate the entire program.

Voted, Amendments defeated.

Motion and voted, to reconsider, Regan. Voted and passed the
amendments.

Motion by Senator Regan that House Bill 140 as amended be
concurred in. Voted and passed.

Senate Bill 217 was released by the committee to go to the
floor.

The meeting adjourned.

74 AN 17

SENATOR THIESSEN, Chairman
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ROLL CALL &3
ﬂ q.3¢
FINANCE AND CLAIM3 COMMITTEE
45th LEGISLATIVE SESSION 1977 pate #~/6~97
NAME PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED
THIESSEN, CH )y
HIMSL, V.C. v/
STORY v’
ETCHART V/
KOLSTAD v
LOCKREM i
NELSON v
SMITH v
STEPHENS v
FASBENDER L
BOYLAN L
FLYNN L i
MEHRENS B | p///
REGAN e
ROBERTS e
THOMAS . o
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Amendment to H.B. 828, Third Reading, By Senator Regan
2

1. Page 1, line 25

Following: line 24

Insert: New Section: "Section 3. Administrative Costs. Included
within the appropriation in Section 1 are funds to administer ”
the Homestead Tax Relief Act, not o exceed a total of $700,000."

v owhe e



' STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
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PRESIDENT

...............................................................

BOUSE Bill No...357......

i
Raspactfully repori as follows: That.... e reeeesreenenarensasens U151 3 0250 T U Bill No...25%........

BE_COMCURRED IH ( | <
BT o , |

STATE PUB. CO. SENATOR THIESSEN Chairman.
Helena, Mont.
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

e N

LS Poxdl 36 o 19..77.
VL T President ..
We, your committee on e EIHANCE BND CLATIS , ...... R
having had Under CONSIAEraTION weeveemeeeeeroonss EEOER e veee s oo eseesesee e eneesseeenns
p
'**ﬁ%m
Respectfully report as follows: That.......c.euead go"lse .......................... eresneaseesines dreeernnsesasibrenstesisasnaranes Bilt No..... 'ié(‘j ......
third reading bill, be arended as follows:
T 1. Imend Tit]-ef line‘ 60 A ’ ‘ 2 T 3
. , — )

Following: ¥71-~100C4,"
Strike: "aNDY

”ollovl wg: "71-10437
Insert fand 71-1010.1°

- 2. Amend Title, line 3.

‘:\\Following~ "HONTEY ' :

L~ /Insert: "and raising uUfVlVng spouses silicosis benefits from QE?.JO
- to $200 g month” . ~

3. Amend page 2, section 3, line
Pollowing: 1linei 4. o

:In%nrt' “Sectisgn 4. Section 71-1010.1, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to read
~ | as follows: T
- 7 "7121010.1. Prior surviving spouses eligible for silicosis
e ‘payments. A person who otherwize is gqualified tc: receive payments

DO PASS s : , d

- CONTINUED

STATE PUB. CO. Chairman,

Helena, Mont.
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.............................................................

MR President

...............................................................

having had under consideration HOUSE ..........................................................................................
;o
' Respectfui!y report as follows: That..... HQU’JF .................................. i Eeeieccrarrerrarasresease nreranr b rcnt s rertsbrns B3ilf Nojéor .......
,thlrd readlng, be amended as follows:

3\
1./ Amend page 1, seaction 1, line 22.
llowinq. "egsential” :
Strike "but means a person Hav1ug an income from any other source
exceedlng $150 a month” | - » L o :

2. Page 2, section 1, following line 20. ' o
ifnsert: "(3) has an income from any source of 3300 a month or—-ig8€s. -

A person, including the surviving spouse of a person receiving silic-
osis payments, with income from any source, including but not limited
to wages, fees, interest, dividends, social security, pension.or ret
ment programs, in aexcess of %390 a month shall not be ellglble for
the silicosis payments provided in this chapter. o
. (@) makes application for silicosis payments by July ], 1377. Ho
applications for the silicosis payments provided in this chaptex -
shall be accepted after July 1, 1977: however, persons making applic-
ation for or recolv1ng silicosis payments by July 1, 1877, shall be
eligible to receive naymento after Julv 1, 1977, providing they meet
the.other requirements in this chapter.

r a N

AND AS SO AMENDED, BE CONCURRED IN

....................................................................................................

STATEPUB.CO.. . SENATOR THIRSSEN - Chairman.

Helena, Mont.
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House Bill 140

under seetien 71-1010, but whose spouse died prior to March 14, 1974,
is hereby made eligible to begin-receiving-ene-hatrf-+{i/2¥~of

receive those payments; provided-hewevery-e-persen—is-net-eligible
for-these-payments—~if-her-taxable-ineome~is—~sinty~eight-~hundred
deltars-1567800)-or-mere~-per-year; however, the surviving spouse

is not eligible for these payments if their marriage took place after

the date the deceased spouse was determined eligible to receive
silicosis payments.""

AND AS SO AMENDED, BE CONCURRED IN

CORNIE THIESSEN




SENATE COMMITTEE FINANCE AND CLAIMS

Date _ Bill No/l

NAME

Himsl, V.C.

Story

Etchart

Koletad

Lockrem

Nelson

Smith

Stephens

Fasbender

Boylan

Flynn s

Mehrens

Regan

Roberts

Thomas

Thiessen, Chairman

Secretary Chairman

Motion:
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House Bill 250, lines 1 and 2, page 2 are amended to read as follows:

4
’

" From the General Fund-and -other appropriated -n,nds Resource Indemnity Trust Interest
Account: FY78 ¥Y79




l« Amend paqge 2y section ly line 5.

Following: "“means"

Strike: ‘“bond proceeds and insurance clearance account®
Insert: fMaccount number 06142 in the bond proceeds and

insurance clearance fund"

2. Amend page 3¢ line 12.

Following: 1line 11

Insert: “Section 7o General fund appropriation. There is
appropriated from the general fund to account number 06142
in the bond proceeds and insurance clearance fund $641404000
to bhe wused with other available funds to support the
projects provided belowe"

Renumber: subsequent sectionse

3o Amend page 3¢ section Te line 15
fFollowing: line 14
Strike: The remainder of the bill
Insert:
Uther
K DPICA Appropriated
funds
DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS

Reroof administration Building —-—

Pine Hills $ 424000
New‘Boys Lodge -—-

Pine Hills 1754000
Two New Housing Units -——

Prison 348009000
Visual Fife Protection 4¢800

Elevate Sewer Pumps —-





