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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
FINANCE AND CLAIMS 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 
A p r i l  16,  1977 

The f o r t y  f i r s t  meeting o f  t h e  Sena te  Finance and Claims Com- 
m i t t e e  m e t  i n  room 331 of t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  on t h e  above d a t e .  
Rol l  c a l l  was t aken ,  and t h e  meeting was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  
9:38 A.M. f o r  t h e  purpose of t a k i n g  some a c t i o n  on b i l l s  t h a t  
had been heard  ans  s t u d i e d  by t h e  committee. 

HOUSE BILL 357, t h e  b i l l  by Represen ta t ive  Q u i l i c i  t o  g i v e  
a i d  t o  t h e  v i c t i m  of  a  crime was d i scussed .  I n  answer t o  a 
q u e s t i o n  from Sena to r  Smith, Mike Kohnke, gove rno r ' s  o f f i c e ,  
s a i d  t h e y  would n o t  expec t  a dec rease  i n  funds  t o  t h e  c o u n t i e s  
through t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  He s a i d  t h e  j u s t i c e s  would s imply 
r a i s e  t h e  f i n e s .  Most of  t h e  money i s  c o l l e c t e d  th rough  t h e  
f o r f e i t u r e  of bonds, e t c .  

Motion was d u l y  made and seconded t h a t  House B i l l  357 do pas s .  
voted and pas sed ,  9:42 A.M. 

HOUSE BILL 8 3 8 ,  a b i l l  by Represen ta t ive  D r i s c o l l  t o  approp- 
r i a t e  moneys t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  H e  s a i d  t h i s  was 
t h e  money f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  run t h e  90 days.  

Motion by Sena to r  Stephens t h a t  H.B.  838 do pass .  Voted and 
passed ,  unanimous. 

HOUSE BILL 828, t h e  Governor 's  Homestead Tax Re l i e f  was d i s  
cussed  and Sena to r  Regan moved t h e  b i l l  be  amended t o  s a y  
on page 1, l i n e  25 new s e c t i o n  3. Admin i s t r a t i ve  Cos t s .  
IncludeCi w i t h i n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i n  S e c t i o n  1 are funds  t o  
admin i s t e r  t h e  Homestead Tax R e l i e f  A c t ,  n o t  t o  exceed a t o t a l  
of  $700,000, 

Motion was voted,  passed,  

Motion by S e n a t o r  Regarl t h a t  H.B. 828 as  amended be concur red  
i n .  Voted and passed.  

HOUSE BILL  ,-40,  Represen ta t ive  Lynch's  b i l l  f o r  s i l i c o t i c s  w a s  
r l iscussed,  The way it was amended i t .  would l i m i t .  t h e  income and 
has  a sunset clause on ito When w e  handled Sena tor  Hea ly ' s  b i l l ,  
w e  may be ab le  t o  do t h e  same t h i n g  w i t h  it. What w e  do h e r e  
i s  t o  make t h e  s u r v i v i n g  spouse e l ig ib1 ,e  f o r  t h e  f u l l  b e n e f i t s .  
When w e  go i n t o  conference  committee w i t h  t h i s  b i l l  w e  can see 
how t h e  $300 per month w i l l .  go. I t  may have t o  be a d j u s t e d ,  
There was a motion on  t h i s  b i l l .  A 1 1  motions by S e n a t o r  Regan. 

Motion t o  r e c o n s i d e r  our  a c t i o n s  on House b i l l  140. Voted and 
passed ,  unanimous 9 : 5 2  A.M. 

Motion to  s t r i p  140 of  ths amendments passed  on it. Voted and 
pas ued. 

Motion t o  amend H .  B.  140 a s  she  had r e l a t e d ,  p u t t i n g  a l i m i t  
on, s u n s e t t i n g ,  e t c ,  and t o  i nc lude  t h e  spouses.  



SENATE FINANCE AND CLAIMS A p r i l  16 ,  1977 Page 2 

Judy Rippingale ,  F i s c a l  Analys t ,  had been asked t o  f i n d  t h e  
f i s c a l  impact  and she gave t h e  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  income l i m i t -  
a t i o n s ,  amount of pens ions ,  e t c ,  and how it would a f f e c t  t h e  
f i s c a l  budget .  

Sena to r  Regan s a i d  t h e  language i n  t h e  b i l l  should be changed 
s o  t h a t  t h e r e  cannot  be any double  payments. 

It  was dec ided  t h a t  Sena tor  Regan, Sena to r  Rober ts  and Judy 
Rippinga le  should go t o  work on t h i s  and come up wi th  t h e  p rope r  
amendment. 

HOUSE BILL 282 ,  Represen ta t ive  Manuel 's  b i l l  f o r  t h e  exper iment  
s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  t r i a n g l e  a r e a  w a s  d i s cus sed .  

A motion w a s  made t o  r econs ide r  t h e  a c t i o n  on House B i l l  282 
by S e n a t o r  Kol.sS_ad. Voted and passed ,  

Motion t h a t  HB 2 8 2  be concurred in by Sena to r  Kols tad ,  v o t e d  
and passed ,  10:09 A.M. 

HOUSE B I L L  2 4 2  on Day Care extended c a r e .  Sena tor  Thiessen  
s a i d  t h i s  w a s  t h e  b i l l  g iven t o  S e n a t o r  Regan a s k i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  
be a set  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  b i l l  and a t i m e  frame and a l s o  t h a t  t h e  
money be unincumbered on a biennium b a s i s  s o  t h a t  when t h e  money 
is  expended t h e  program ends ,  and t h e  sugges t ion  s f  r e g i o n  5 
w i l l .  w a i t  un t i l .  she  r e t u r n s .  

HOUSE BILL 554, t he  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  committee b i l l  g i v i n g  money 
t o  t h e  state examiners t o  s a t i s f y  some judgements a g a i n s t  t h e  
s t a t e .  

Motion w a s  du ly  made t o  concur i n  t h i s  b i l l ,  Discuss ion  
fol lowed.  Sena to r  Stephens s a i d  t h e y  are looking  a t  t h e  Sour 
Dough i s s u e ,  'llhey are  worlring w i t h  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  t o  
see i f  something can be done on t h i s ,  I t  looks  a s  though 
t h e  Zook one w e  are stuck w i t h ,  

Sena to r  Thomas s a i d  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s e l l i n g  t h e  l and  and cat t le  
company a t  a b ig  p r o f i t ,  t hey  have a l s o  s o l d  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  and 
there i s  a f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e  i n  it now. T h i s ,  however, was a 
firm l e a s e ,  and 1: d o n ' t  know what t h e y  can do about  it. 

It: w a s  dec ided  to p a s s  a c t i o n  on  t h i s  b i l l  f o r  today,  

HOUSE B I L L  2 4 2 ,  Represen ta t ive  Pa lmer ' s  expanded day care bill 
w a s  d i s cus sed .  Sena tor  Regan s a i d  s h e  had gone down t o  see 
what t h e  r ea l  f i s c a l  impacts were and Mr, W i s e  looked up some 
f i g u r e s  t h a t  a r e  q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  I would urge  t h e  committee 
t o  go.akiead and p a s s  t h i s  b i l l  i n  a very l i m i t e d  form, t h a t  it 
o n l y  a d d r e s s  reg ion  5 and tha.t  t h e  c o s t  would be  about  1 / 4  o f  
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  

Motion by Sena tor  Kegan t o  amend s e c t i o n  3 t o  i n s e r t  t h e  f i g u r e  
which will fund r eg ion  5 *  

F u r t h e r  amend t h e  b i l l  t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  
s h a l l  be used as a biennium program i n  r eg ion  5. I t  i s  t o  
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t o  t e r m i n a t e  on J u l y  30, 1979 o r  whenever t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  
i s  expended. 

Motion on t h e  amendments w a s  vo t ed ,  passed.  

Motion by Sena tor  Regan t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  a s  amended do  pas s .  
Voted and passed .  

HOUSE BILL 797, on e f f e c t i v e  u t i l i z a t i o n  of  s t a t e  l a n d s  by 
Mular, was d i scussed .  

Motion by Sena to r  E t c h a r t  t h a t  HB 797 do n o t  pas s .  

Discuss ion  f ~ l l o w e d  on t h e  amount of  wate r  t h i s  p rov ided  on t h e  
s t a t e  l a n d s ,  and some f e l t  t h i s  was enough t o  make it a marsh. 
Cons idera t ion  o f  whether t h e  s t a t e  r i g h t s  on l and  above would 
t a k e  away t h o  r i g h t s  o f  an  i n d i v i d u a l  down s t r e a n  w a s  a n o t h e r  
i s s u e  d i scussed .  

Motion was vo ted ,  passed ,  

HOUSE B I L L  1 4 0 ,  t h e  s i l i c o t i c  b i l l .  Sena to r  Regan made t h e  
motion t h a t  we would amend i n  -- in essence--Senator Hea ly ' s  
b i l l  r a i s i n g  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  spouses  from $87.50 t o  $200 p e r  
montli and s t i l l  main ta in ing  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  and t h e  d a t e .  

Voted and d e f e a t e d  on t h e  amendments. 

Sena tor  Regart s a i d  she  thought  t h i s  was an e r r o r  i f  t h e  purpose 
was t o  a d d r e s s  t h o s e  people  who r e a l l y  needed he lp .  I n  t u r n i n g  
t h i s  down you have killed bo th  b i l l s .  This  i s  a t r a d e  o f f  and 
you a r e  s av ing  t h e  s t a t e  money. 

Sena tor  H i m s T  s a i d  House B i l l  140 has  now t h e  o r i g i n a l  amend- 
ments w i th  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  $300 t o  q u a l i f y .  I t  h a s  t h e  re- 
s t r i c t i o n s  needed t o  keep i.t from expanding,  and t o  l e t  t h e  
people  who(- r ea l ly  need .it get it ,  

Sena tor  S tephens  sa id  i n  p u t t i n g  t h e  widows i n t o  t h i s  one you a r e  
r a i s i n g  t h e  widows, Hea ly ' s  b i l l .  woul-d have r a i s e d  it t o  
$3.00. You i3ir7c? rai.si.t~cj i.l: to $200, 

Senator  Regan s a i d  i n o r d e r  t o  make t h i s  f a i r  and t o  g i v e  h e l p  
where it i s  needed, y e s *  You are s u n s e t t i n g  it and p u t t i n g  a 
x e s t r i c t i n g  c e i l i n g  on it. 

The committee wondered i f  t hey  could  r econs ide r  t h i s  bill. Sen- 
a t o r  E tcha r t  s a i d  he d i d  n o t  l i k e  t o  add t h e  amendments b u t  
walited t o  l e a v e  it a t  t h e  s m a l l e r  f i g u r e  w i t h  no r a i s e  p a s t  
$100. 

S u b s t i t u t e  Motion t o  hrir lg t h e  spouses  down, and have s e p a r a t e  
amendments, Motion by Sena to r  E t c h a r t -  

Judy Rippin.qale s a i d  a s  w e  based t h e  i n c r e a s e s ,  t h i s  w i l l  
a u t o m a t i c a l l y  r a i s e  t h e  spouses  up. The spouses  w i l l  au to-  
m a t i c a l l y  go t o  $100 p e r  month. 
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She s a i d  under t h e  Healy b i l l  t hey  could  make a l o t  of  money 
and s t i l l  be e l i g i b l e .  Under d e s e  amendments t h e y  l i m i t  t h e  
amount of money and save  about  $167,000 a yea r  and e v e n t u a l l y  
t e r m i n a t e  t h e  e n t i r e  program. 

Voted, Amendments de fea t ed .  

Motion and vo ted ,  t o  r e c o n s i d e r ,  Regan. Voted and passed t h e  
amendments. 

Motion by Sena tor  Regan t h a t  House B i l l  1 4 0  a s  amended be 
concurred i n .  Voted and passed.  

Senate  B i l l  217 was r e l e a s e d  by t h e  committee t o  go t o  t h e  
f l o o r .  

The meeting adjourned.  
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FINANCE AND CLAIMS COMMITTEE 

4 5 t h  LEGISLATIVE SESSION 1977  Date / - / & - ? I  

NAME El ABSENT i EXCUSED 

THIESSEN, CIL . ------- 

KOLSTAD - 

HIMSL, V.C.  

STORY 

NELSON 

SMITII --- 

L/ 

u" 

ME I-I REN s ----- 1 I--- 
REGAN 

STEPI-IENS -- -- 

FASBENDER ----- 

BOYLAN ---- -A- 

F L Y N N  ------ ----- *- ---.- 

v" 
.- --- 

J 
J 

-. . - -- 

ROBERrL'S 

THOMAS - - ---A- --- 

-------- 

- - 



I Amendment: t o  t.1. B . 828, Thi-rd Reading ,, By Serln t o r  Regan 

sZ 
1, Page 1, l i n e  25 
Fol lowi~lg :  l i n e  24 * 
I n s e r t  : New S e c t j o n :  "Section 3 .  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Caf; ts. Tnc luded  

w i t h i n  the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i n  Sect i o n  1 are  futrds t o  a d m i n i s t e r  ' 
t h e  Homestead Tax R e l i e f  Act ,  nor t o  exceed a [:oral o f  $700,000." 



STRNDlEaG COMMITTEE REPORT 

PRESIDENT .............................................................. 

.. your mmmittee on ............................................ ?.X?.?+.:'!CZ ..22I.Q...G.B.X?5s .......................................................... 

c= -7 ....... .............. under consideration : .................................................................... ......................-. Bill No. ..Xi2 

... ........ ...................................................... :las~@c:tfully repol i as follows: 7.hz1t 2 .................................. Bill NO 357 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 

.................................................................................................... 
Sx7TiTOR Tlf XESS5i-d Chairman. 



STANDING COFdfJIUITTEE REPORT 

'i Z * > r i l .  3.6 77 ................................................................... 19 ............ 

. . . . 
.. ........ President . . . ..  *:..<+ MR. ............................................................. &!..+ -': :...s*." .' -..:>sr.+, -' ... " ;*&';-$-...%+. > - .- . . -*. *,: 4.. 

C : '? + -.. 
- .  . \ . . ' :? . ,- ' > * .  . .  . -*:. .. 

i~z~ri+CS &?ID Cl;ASi-TS - . - i PI""" " . . . - -  .:r . ......................................................................................... We, your committee on ................................................... 
., . - . . . ._ I . .  

, .  . . . .  " .. -;. . . . 
: . - 

Zoust", .................--. ld0 . -' having had under consideration ................................................................................................................. Bill No. 

LXoilse 1.4 0 ............................................................................................................ .................. Respectfully report as follows: That Bill No. 

t h f r 2  reading hill, be amende@ as foll.cws:_ 

'.. 1, ?mend T i t l e ,  line G, 
\ Followfny: "7'1-1304," 

S t r i k e  : "ZdTi)" 
Polkowing: "71-1093n 
I n s e r t :  "and 7 1 - I O l 0 , E "  

2. A ~ m d  Ti . tLe,  kin@ 3 - - .- - a _ _  ;--z.. - - _ - 
< % * <  --." 

- Follosuing : " EOliTfl" 
\.. jZnscrt: "and raising surviving spoirzes silicosis be~cfits from $87.'50 
' to $200 a rmnth" . - 

..- . 
3.  -end page 2k section 3 ,  * 

- * ., Following; L i m :  __ _ __---_ 4 .  . '  
---".z,--iT 1 4 ' \ , ~ n s e r t :  " ~ e c t ~ o n i .  Sedtxon 71-IOL0.1, 3Z.C.K. 1947, is anended to read 

I ; as f o l l o ~ s :  L 

+- " 

, ! /  : "711J.010.1. Pr io r  surviving spouses e l i g i b l e  40r silicosis 
-- i ' payxients, A person viho otherwise is q u a l i f i s d  Ctq receive payaent3 

DO PASS I 

..................................................................................................... 
STATE PUB. CO. 

Chairman. 
Helena, Mont. 
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i 

.. 

BOUSE 4 10 Respectfully report as follows: That [;ill NO ............................................................................................................ ............ ,..." 
A i r d  reading, be mended as follows: 
/ - 

. . -  
Amend page 1, sectia~l 1, l ine 22. - _  

"essent ia l"  
neans a person having an irrclomc from a n y  atber source 

exceeding $150 a month" , - -. 

9 .  

Page 2, sect ion I, following l i n s  2 0 ,  
Inse r t :  " ( E )  has an incoiw from any source of $300 a m o n t h  m--B%C&; - 

A person, i n c l u d i n g  l:hc sorvj-ving spoiine of a person recej v i n g  s i  J 5rc--. - 
osis pa-yments, wi ' i h  j.ncome from any stmrce, i n c l u d i n g  b u t  no t  3 5 n t i t e B .  
to w a g e s ,  fees, int~rzst, dividends, social szcilrjty, pens ion .or  retire- . - 
m e n t  programs, in excess  of $3'10 a montb s h a l l  not  be e l ig ib le  for'.;;;,,-- 

; >*. the silicosis gaym2nts provided in this chapter- . .> 

(e) makes appl ica t ion for s i l i c o s i s  payments hy J u l y  I., 1.977. Go + _, ..*. / .  

. 
ti2plications for t h e  silicosis paynents provided i n  this chapter - m  

shall be accepted af te r  July 1, 1977; however, persons making appllc- 
- 

a t ion  for or receiving si-licosis paq.ment:s by Jul.lT 1. 1977, s h a l l  he 
e l ig ib le  to receive payments after July 1, 1977, providing they meet 
%Sobother requirements i n  this chapter, 

mI) AS SO X!ENDED, BE CQXCURIIED -- 1% 
.................................................................................................... 

STATE PUB. CO. SEIIATOR TBIESSEX Chairman. 
Helena. Mont. 
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Committee an Finance & Claim 
Ilouse B i l l  a40 

under  seetien 71-1010, but whose spouse d i e d  p r i o r  t o  March 14. 1 9 7 4 ,  
i s  hereby made e l i g i b l e  t o  begin-reee&ving-ene-ka3f-fkf2+-eC 
r e c e i v e  t h o s e  payments: provided-hewever7-6%-persen-is-nee-e%igibts 
f er-these-payments-43 - h e i - t ~ t x a ~ 3 : e - i r " l e 8 ~ e - ~ s - ~ 5 x t ~ - e & ~ h ~ - ~ ~ ~ d ~ e d  
de33ars-f$6~808+-er-mare-per-yeai; however, t h e  s u r v i v i n g  spouse 
i s  n o t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e s e  payments i f  t h e i r  mar r iage  took p l a c e  a f t e r  - 
t h e  d a t e  t h e  deceased spouse was determined e l i g i b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  
s i l i c o s i s  payments."" 

AND AS SO AMENDED, BE CONCURmD IN 

CQRNIE THIESSEN 



SENATE COMMITTEE 

Date 

NAME .--" YES NO - 

H i m s l ,  V.C.  -- 
S t o r y  -... 
E t c h a r t  -- - 
K o l c t a d  
Lockrem -- -- - 
Nelson  -- - .------- - 
S m i t h  

S e c r e t z r y  

---- ----- -- 
S t e p h e n s  

----, - -- 
F a s b e n d e r  -- --------.-. - - 
Boylan  --- - ---. 
Flynn  - ,"-- -- - 
Mehrens - -  - 
Regan --- 
R o b e r t s  -. - 
Thomas 
Thiessen ,  Chairman -- - 

Mot i o n  : 
--A- 

---*- 
k/ 

"--- 

-- 

-- -- 
. 

- u' - 
- 

j,/ 

.- 

--- --"I---'---- 
- -- -- --- 

A/ 

-'7- - 
'5' 

-- .-hL.- 
---.-.---- 
------____- 

..--- - / 

h /  

-. 7 --.-- 
---- --  



House  ill 250, lines 1. and 2, page 2 are amended to read a s  follows: 

From the General Fcnd-ad  -other apprspriated -firds Resource Indemnity Trust Interest 
Account : FY78 --- PY79 - --- 



1 Amend page 2, section 1 9  1 ine 5- 

Following: Nrneansm 

1 S t r i ke :  ##bond oroceeds and insurance c learance account*' 

I nser t :  "account number 06142 i n  t h e  bond proceeds and 

insurance c learance  fundM 

2- Amend pase 39 line 12- 

Following: l i n e  11  

Inser t :  "Section General fund appropr ia t iono There i s  

apDropriated from the qeneral fund t o  account number 06142 

i n  the bond proceeds and insurance clearance fund $6r1401000 

t o  be used w i t h  other  a v a i l a b l e  funds to support the 

p r o j e c t s  p r o v i d e d  be1 owln 

Renumber: subsequent sections* 

3 Amend pac?e 39 section "7s  l i n e  15, 

Pollowinqz line 14 

Strike: The remainder o f  the b i l l  

Inser t :  

QEESBIMEfdI-BFf .kLS.I H U I m S  

Reroof ndministration Eui3Ainq -- 
P i n e  Hills d 429000 

New Boys todqe -- 
Pine H j l l s  

Two New Hous i nq Uni  t s  -- 
P r i s o n  

Visual F i r e  Prot -ec t ion  

E l e v a t e  Sewer Pumps -- 




