
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

A p r i l  1 5 ,  1977 

The mee t ing  of  t h e  Highways and T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Committee 
was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by  Chairman Manning on t h e  above d a t e  i n  
room 4 0 4  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  a t  9 : 4 4  a.m. 

ROLL CALL: S e n a t o r s  Graham and Lockrem were a b s e n t .  A l l  
o t h e r  m e m b e r s  w e r e  p r e s e n t .  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 205: Chairman Manning s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  mee t ing  was t h a t  HB 205, which had been 
d e f e r r e d  pending t h e  outcome o f - S B  1 1 4 ,  now needed t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  
because  SB 114 had been k i l l e d  i n  t h e  House. 

Chairman Manning a s k e d  t h a t  t h e  m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  mee t ing  a t  
which HB 205 was c o n s i d e r e d  by r e a d  f o r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s  
of t h e  committee members. The s e c r e t a r y  r e a d  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  
minu tes  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  Highways and T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Committee 
f o r  F e b r u a r y  8 ,  1977. 

S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a number o f  p e o p l e  now 
t h a t  have p o r t a b l e  t a n k s  i n  t h e i r  p i c k u p s  i n s t e a d  o f  h a v i n g  a t a n k  
on t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .  T h i s  is e s p e c i a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  f o r  t h o s e  who 
l i v e  i n  town and have  a farm n e a r  town where t h e f t  migh t  be  
s i g n i f i c a n t .  Key pumps a r e  h e l p f u l  i n  c a s e s  such a s  t h e s e .  
The g a s  i s  f o r  f a rm u s e  and s h o u l d  b e  a l lowed  f o r  r e b a t e .  

S e n a t o r  Aber s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b u l k  p l a n t s  w i l l  open t o  l e t  
peopl-e f i l l  t h e i r  t a n k s  on h o l i d a y s  and Sundays i f  t h e  f a r m e r s  
would l e t  them know. H e  added t h a t  he  would l i k e  t o  p r o h i b i t  t h e  
r e b a t e s  from t h e  key pumps. 

S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a problem w i t h  t h e  
f a r m e r s  o p e r a t i n g  on Sundays and p a s t  t h e  c l o s i n g  t i m e  o f  t h e  b u l k  
p l a n t .  I f  t h e y  c a n  r u n  i n  t o  f i l l  t h e  p o r t a b l e  t a n k s  t h e y  d o n ' t  
need t o  have  a s e p a r a t e  t a n k  on t h e  p r o p e r t y .  

S e n a t o r  Aber commented t h a t  it was t h e  wrong way t o  o p e r a t e  
w i t h  t h e  kep pumps. S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  t h e f t  
o u t  o f  t h e  t a n k s  on t h e  fa rms  when t h e  f a r m e r s  l i v e  i n  town. 
S e n a t o r  Aber s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  key o p e r a t e d  pumps a r e  k i l l i n g  t h e  
r e t a i l  o p e r a t o r  i n  t h a t  everybody c a n  u s e  t h e  key pump and g e t  t h e  
g a s  a b i t  c h e a p e r .  The key s h o u l d n ' t  b e  a l lowed  f o r  r e b a t e .  

S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  s t a t e d  t h a t  it was working b e t t e r  now t h a n  
I n  t h e  p a s t .  S e n a t o r  Bergren  commented t h a t  he  had t a l k e d  t o  
M r .  N i c h o l s  and he  w a s  n o t  t o o  concerned  a b o u t  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  
Chairman Manning s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had a l s o  t a l k e d  w i t h  Mr. N i c h o l s .  
I t  might  b e  possible for t h e  d e p a r t p e - t t f o  vsrk r̂ ?!-c%te-!-rg t h e  
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c o n t r o l s  w i t h o u t  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  moved t h a t  HB 205 b e  n o t  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  S e n a t o r  
Hazelbaker  seconded t h e  mot ion .  

S e n a t o r  Aber s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no law now a g a i n s t  hav ing  
a t a n k  i n  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s .  S e n a t o r  Healy s a i d  t h a t  i n  B u t t e  
t h e  f i r e  m a r s h a l 1  would n o t  a l l o w  t a p k s  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s .  
S e n a t o r  A b e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r e  m a r s h a l 1  or  t h e  zon ing  o f  c i t i e s  
might  p r o h i b i t  t a n k s  i n  town, b u t  t h e r e  was no  s ta te  law t h a t  
p r o h i b i t e d  them. 

S e n a t o r  Aber s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  
need f o r  t h i s  b i l l  e i t h e r .  

Chairman Manning commented t h a t  t h i n g s  are r e a l l y  changing 
i n  t h e  towns w i t h  more and more f a r m e r s  l i v i n g  i n  town and r u n n i n g  
t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  from w i t h i n  t h e  town. H e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  some 
t h o u g h t  o u g h t  t o  b e  g i v e n  t o  t i g h t e n i n g  up t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o v e r  
t h e  off-highway u s e  o f  f u e $  r e b a t e s  some t i m e  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  

S e n a t o r  Aber commented t h a t  i f  t h e  f a r m e r s  s a v e  t h e  b u l k  
t i c k e t s  from t h e  key o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e y  c o u l d  s t i l l  g e t  r e b a t e s  on 
t h e  p e r  c e n t a g e  o f  t o t a l  g a l l o n s  used  o f f  t h e  highways. H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  he was a g a i n s t  t h e  key sys tem b e c a u s e  it was c u t t i n g  t h e  
t h r o a t s  o f  t h e  r e t a i l  d e a l e r s .  

The mot ion  o f  S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  c a r r i e d  unanimously w i t h  
S e n a t o r s  Graham and Lockrem a b s e n t .  

ADJOURNMENT: There  b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  was 
a d j o u r n e d  a t  10:05 a.m. 

I J  

DAVE MANNING, CHAIRMAN - 
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