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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
FINANCE AND CLAIMS 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 
h p r i l  3-4,  1977 

The t h i r t y  seventh  meeting of  t h e  Sena te  Finance and Claims Com- 
m i t t e e  m e t  i n  room 331 o f  t h e  s t a t e  c a p i t o l  o n  t h e  above d a t e .  
R o l l  c a l l  was taken  and t h e  meeting was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  8:07 A.M. 
by Sena to r  Thiessen ,  Chairman, 

HOUSE BILL 826 was t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  purchase  t h e  R u s s e l l  
P a i n t i n g  from t h e  Montana Club. 

Motion by Sena tor  Kols tad  that-. t h i s  b i l l  be concurred i n .  
Vnted and passed ,  ananirnous, $3 - 0 9  A , M ,  

HOUSE BILL 818 f o r  a p h y s i c a l  educa t ion  b u i l d i n g  a t  Montana 
Tech. 

Motion by Sena tor  Pasbender ,  second by Sena to r  Mehrens ,  vo ted  
and pas sed ,  unanimous. 8:1Q A.M. 

HOUSE BILL 8 3 3 ,  c r i m i n a l  o f f e n d e r s  b i l l .  Discuss ion  was h e l d  on 
t h e  s t u d y ,  and Sena to r  Thomas sugges ted  i f  t h e y  were going t o  
conduct  a  s tudy  t h e y  wou3.d n o t  know what fac i3 . j . t i . e~  t o  bui1.d un t i l .  
a f t e r  t h e  s tudy .  

Motion by Sena tor  S t o r y ,  t ha t  t:hici G i l l  do n o t  pass. Voted and  
pas sed  w i t h  Sena tor  Rober ts  v o t i n g  no*  

HOUSE BILL 1 6 0  p rov id ing  money t o  e d i t  and p u b l i s h  some Montana 
Convention proceedings .  

Motion by Sena tor  Boylan, secr~nd  by Sena tor  PLynn t h a t  t h i s  bi.1.l 
do p a s s .  Voted, passed.  

HOUSE BILL 2 3 3 .  Technica l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  Local Governments 
th rough  Community A f f a i r s  Department 

Motion by Sena tor  H i m s l ,  second by Sena tor  Regan t h a t  HB 233 do 
n o t  p a s s ,  Voted and pas sed ,  w i t h  Sena tor  Boylan v o t i n g  no. 

HOUSE BILL 2 4 2  t h e  day care s l i d i n g  s c a l e  h i l l  w a s  d i s c u s s e d ,  
Dave L e w i s  from t h e  o f f i c e  of Budget and P lanning  s a i d  it would 
depend on whether w e  w e r e  looking  t o  g e t  people  off wel fa re .  

There  was a motion t o  p a s s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h i s  b i l l  u n t i l  ano the r  
meeting.  

HOUSE BILL 261, t h e  b i l l  f o r  mandatory p r i s o n  s e n t e n c e s  w a s  
d i s cus sed .  

Motion by Sena tor  Thomas t h a t  House B i l l  261 do p a s s .  

Discuss ion  was he ld  on t h i s  b i l l .  Sena tor  Regan made a  sub- 
s t i t u t e  motion t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  do n o t  pas s .  She s a i d  s h e  f e l t  t h i s  
was t y i n g  t h e  hands of  t h e  judge. When t h e  c h i e f  j u s t i c e  add res sed  
us  he s a i d  he hoped w e  d i d  n o t  do anyth ing  u n t i l  t h e y  had a  chance - 
t o  P u t  t h e  whole package toge the r ,  
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S e n a t o r  R o b e r t s  s a i d  e v e r y  y e a r  t h e r e  was more h i g h  f lown 
r h e t o r i c  w i t h o u t  anyone b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  i n  it. H e  s a i d  h e  had 
been working i n  t h e  coun ty  a t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i c e  a t  Libby,  and it be- 
comes unworkable.  You have no grounds  t o  b a r g a i n  o r  work w i t h .  
We might  have  t o  b u i l d  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  more wings on t h e  p r i s o n .  

The s u b s t i t u t e  motion was voted  and f a i l e d .  

The o r i g i n a l  motion w a s ' v o t e d  and p a s s e d .  

HOUSE B I L L  272, t h e  b i l l  on t h e  a g i n g  s e r v i c e s  program was b r i e f l y  
d i s c u s s e d .  S e n a t o r  Boylan s a i d  t h i s  i s  t o o  e x p e n s i v e  t o  h a n d l e .  

Motion by S e n a t o r  Lockrem t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  do n o t  p a s s .  

Voted and p a s s e d ,  8:34 A.M. 

HOUSE B I L L  282, t h e  a g r i g u l t u r a l  exper iment  s t a t i o n  was d i s -  
cussed .  

Motion by S e n a t o r  K o l s t a d  t h a t  House B i l l  282 do p a s s .  

S u b s t i t u t e  motion by S e n a t o r  Regan t h a t  House B i l l  282 do n o t  p a s s .  

D i s c u s s i o n  was h e l d  on t h i s  b i l l ,  and a  v o t e  t a k e n  on t h e  sub- 
s t i t u t e  mot ion  f a i l e d .  

D i s c u s s i o n  was h e l d  on t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f u n d i n g  t h i s  t h r o u g h  
t h e  renewable  r e s o u r c e s  money. S e n a t o r  Fasbender  s a i d  h e  d i d  n o t  
f e e l  t h i s  i s  t h e  p r o p e r  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  renewable  r e s o u r c e  money 
t o  be p u t .  H e  s a i d  t h e r e  a r e  a  l o t  o f  p l a c e s  t h a t  need t h a t  
money, and t h e y  can d i v e r t  some o f  it so l o n g  a s  it meets t h e  
c r i t e r i a .  

Motion t o  amend l i n e  11, and s t r i k e  from t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d ,  
i n s e r t - - s i n c e  t h i s  was n o t  d e c i d e d  f o r  s u r e  s h e  made a  sub- 
s t i t u t e  mot ion  t o  p a s s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  

Voted and p a s s e d .  

HOUSE BILL 450, was t h e  b i l l  t o  c r e a t e  a n  e x t e n s i o n  f o r e s t e r .  
I t  was s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  6 FTE i n  N a t u r a l  Resources  t h a t  a r e  
supposed t o  b e  p r o v i d i n g  t h a t  h e l p .  Those 6 FTE's b a s i c a l l y  have 
been l i f t e d  f rom-wha t  was an  a t t e m p t  t o  h e l p  p r i v a t e  l a n d  owners.  
The c o s t  o f  t h e  enkension f o r e s t e r  i s  t w i c e  a s  h i g h  p u t t i n g  it 
h e r e  a s  i n  t h e  ~ e p a r t m e n t  of  F o r e s t r y .  The DNC c o u l d  p r o v i d e  
t h e  t e c h n i c a l  h e l p  and t h e  e x t e n s i o n  s e r v i c e  t h e  s e r v i c e .  

Motion by S e n a t o r  Rober t s  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  be n o t  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  , 

Voted and p a s s e d .  8:52 A . M .  S e n a t o r ' s  F lynn  and Boylan v o t i n g  
no. 

HOUSE BILL 504, t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  supp lementa l  moneys for C a p i t a l  
p r o j e c t s .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Bardanouve s a i d  t h e y  g o t  i n t o  t h e  
w a t e r  l i n e  and it was much worse t h a n  t h e y  had t h o u g h t ,  and t h e y  
had t o  go  i n t o  t h e  whole t h i n g .  They d i d n ' t  have enough money 
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t o  complete t h e  p r o j e c t .  

Motion by Sena tor  Fasbender t h a t  t h i s  bill do pas s .  
Voted and passed ,  unanimous 8:58 A , M n  

HOUSE BILL 532, t h e  b i l l  t o  p rov ide  s t a t e  funding t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s  w a s  d i s c u s s e d ,  Sena tor  Lockrem s a i d  it seemed 
t h i s  w a s  no more than  a  r e s o l u t i o n .  Re s a i d  $95 ,000  is a v a i l -  
a b l e  LEAA funds,  and it has  a  s u n s e t  c l a u s e .  . 
Sena to r  E t c h a s t  s a i d  on page 2, l i n e  15  -- in 122 tll~ere wds a 
c l a u s e  f o r  t h e  s ta te  t o  t a k e  over  a l l  t h e  c o s t s  of t h e  c o u r t s  
w i t h  few excep t ions .  

Represen ta t ive  Bardanouve s a i d  t h j  s bill-, a s  it came i n ,  c a l l e d  
for $11 m i l l i o n  general fund ,  They d id  n o t  buy t h a t  so t h e  spon- 
s o r s  o f  t h e  b i l l  amended t h i s  and made it what it 5.s now. 1 
ques t ioned  %he p r o p r i e t y  o f  what i t  was t h e n .  I t  was an a t t e m p t  
t o  take over a P I  t h e  c o s t s  of c o u r t s  a i l  o v e r  t h e  s t a t e -+hen  a 
s t u d y  t o  come up wi th  what was a l r e a d y  in t h e  bi3.1. 

Motion by Sena tor  Regan t h a t  Rouse H i l l  532 do n o t  p a s s .  Voted 
and passed ,  unanimous. 9:02 A.M. 

HOUSE BILL 622 w a s  d i s c u s s e d ,  t h i s  was t h e  b i l l  t o  have w e l f a r e  
r e c i p i e n t s  wor f o r  t h e i r  check is t h e y  were a b l e .  

Motion by Senator  Fasbender t o  move t h e  amendments a s  p e r  en- 
c l o s e d  copy f o r  Finance and Claims c l a r i f 2 . c a t i o n .  Voted and 
passed  9:06 A.M. No v o t e s  were Sena tors  Rober t s ,  Smith ,  Ko l s t ad ,  
and Nelson. 

Motion by Sena tor  Regan t h a t  I3.B.  6 2 2  dp  p a s s  a s  amended. Voted, 
passed ,  unanimous 9:08 A.M. 

HOUSE BILL 649, funding  s t u d e n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was b r i e f l y  
d i scus sed ,  Motion by Sena to r  Robertzs, second by S e n a t o r  Regan 
t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  be  t a b l e d .  Voted, passed ,  unanimous. 

HOUSE BILL 654 by MePoy, on youth d e t e n t i o n  was hr ie f1 .y  d i s -  
cussed. 

Motion by Sena tor  Thomas t h a t  t h i s  h i l l  do n o t  pass.  Voted and 
passed.  Rol l  c a l l  v o t e  9:44 A.M,  

HOUSE BILL 663 by Represen ta t ive  Harper on home h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s ,  
was d i scussed .  Sena to r  Regan s a i d  t h e  i n t e n t  was t o  s t a r t  t h r e e  
new u n i t s .  You pay f o r  t h e  c a r e  p a r t ,  b u t  it is  a t remendously  
v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e .  She s a i d  she wondered i f  it w e r e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  
them t o  be s t a r t e d  i n  a  less c o s t l y  manner. 

Sena to r  Stephens s a i d  t h e y  had passed a  s i m i l a r  law i n  p u b l i c  
h e a l t h  which a l lowed them t o  be l i c e n s e d  s o  t h a t  t h e y  cou ld  re- 
c e i v e  f e d e r a l  funds  . 
Sena to r  Flynn s a i d  many people  f o r  t h e  sake  o f  a  coup le  o f  v i s i t s  
a week w e r e  a b l e  t o  be k e p t  o u t  of a rest home. Sena to r  Stephens  
s a i d  he wondered why we should g i v e  them money t o  s t a r t  a p r o f i t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
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Motion by Sena tor  Fasbender t h a t  HR 6 6 3  do n o t  p a s s .  Voted, 
pas sed ,  9:21 A.M, 

HOUSE RILE 756, by Represen ta t ive  Frates, a  b i l l  t o  prov ide  
t i m e l y  payments by SRS. 

Motion by Sena to r  Stephens  t h a t  this ki3.1 do n o t  p a s s ,  second by 
S e n a t o r  Boylan. Voted, and passed unanimous, 9:22 A . K  . 

HOUSE RILL 797 by Mular, w a t e r  ~ i g h t s  on s t a t e  l a n d s  was d i s -  
cussed  b r i e f l y .  

Motion by Sena tor  E t c h a r t  t h a t  we do n o t  c o n c u r  i n  t h i s  b i l l .  
Sena to r  S to ry  sagges ted  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s t r i k i n g  a l l  of  
s e c t i o n  6 .  Senator Etchart s a i d  t h i s  w a s  a had p receden t  t o  
set .  If the s t a t e  can do t h i s  w e  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  f e d e r a l  can do 
it a l s o ,  

S u b s t i t u t e  motion by Sena to r  S to ry  t h a t  w e  pass c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of 
t h i s  b i l l  f o r  today,  Sena to r  E t c h a r t  w i t h d r e w  h i s  motion and  the 
committee agreed to w a i t  u n t i l  ano the r  meeting t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  
b i l l  aga in .  

HOUSE BILL 8 2 9 ,  t h e  b i l l  by Represen ta t ive  D r i s c o l l  t o  give 
money for j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  d,i .sputes. 

Motion by Sena tor  Thomas t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  do n o t  pa s s ,  
Voted, passed ,  9:34 A , M .  No v o t e s  w e r e  Sena to r s  Mehrcns and Regan, 

HOUSE BILL 832, a b i l l  by Represen ta t ive  KessZer i n  regard  t o  
ha rd  t o  adopt  c h i l d r e n .  

Motion by Sena tor  Fasbender t h a t  this b i l l  d o  p a s s ,  Voted and 
pas sed ,  unanimous. 9:40 A,M. 

Discuss ion  was h e l d  on t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  placed on t h i s  b i l l ,  There 
was concern over  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  on medical  b i l l s  t o  be pa id  on 
t h e s e  c h i l d r e n .  I t  was f e l t  t h a t  one major s u r g e r y  could u s e  up 
t h e  e n t i r e  amount, and some had ts have more than  one.  Some of 
t h e  members thought  some of t h i s  might he able to be t a k e n  care of 
th rough  a c o n t r a c t ,  

HOUSE BILL 835, a b i l l  by Represen ta t ive  Kess l e r  i n  r ega rd  t o  t h e  
b a s i c  a d u l t  educa t ion  cou r se s  was d i scussed .  

Motion by Sena tor  Fasbender t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  do  n o t  pas s .  

The motion was opposed by Sena to r  Stephens .  He s a i d  he f e l t  t h i s  
i s  a good program and i f  you v i s i t  some of t h e s e  p l a c e s  and s e e  
t h e  p r i d e  people  have i n  t h i s - - t o  be a b l e  t o  read  and w r i t e ,  I f e e l  
it i s  a  program t h a t  i s  needed. 

Sena tor  Nelson s a i d  he  f e l t  t h a t  anyplace t h e r e  i s  enough i n t e r e s t  
t h e  l o c a l  schools  w i l l  t a k e  c a r e  of  t h i s .  

Sena to r  H i m s l  asked i f  t h i s  program would n o t  be con t inued  i f  t h i s  
b i l l  were n o t  passed.  H e  s a i d  it had been c u t  from $1  m i l l i o n  t o  
$200,000 now. 
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Sena tor  Fasbender s a i d  t hey  a r e  e  u c a t i n g  people  a t  a  very  low B c o s t .  They a r e  doing a  very g o o d ' j o b  and t h e  program w i l l  con- 
t i n u e  wi thout  t h i s  b i l l .  He s a i d  he d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h e  s t a t e  i s  
i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  handle t h i s ,  it i s  simply going t o  have t o  l i m i t  
what t hey  g e t  i n t o .  There i s  on ly  s o  much we can d e l i v e r .  

Sena tor  Regan s a i d  t h e r e  a r e  two d i f f e r e n t  programs. There i s  
t h e  a d u l t  educa t ion  t h a t  i s  an enrichment program where you g e t  
avoca t ion  k ind  o f  t r a i n i n g .  Then t h e r e  i s  t h e  a d u l t  b a s i c  
educa t ion  and when they  complete t h i s  cou r se  they  g e t  t h e  GED. 
Th is  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  program. I t  i s  funded on a  one m i l l  l evy  
and supported by CETA and o t h e r  f e d e r a l  funds  t h a t  come i n t o  t h i s  
program. W e  have 17 c e n t e r s ,  and I wish you could see your way 
t o  suppor t  it. 

Motion was voted and passed ,  r o l l  c a l l  vo te .  

The meeting adjourned.  

i 

4/4 
SSEN, Chairman 
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