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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

FINANCE AND CLAIMS 
MONTANA STATE SENATE 

A p r i l  13,  1977 

The t h i r t y f i f t h  meeting o f  t h e  Sena te  Finance and C l a i m s  Com- 
m i t t e e  m e t  i n  room 331 on t h e  above d a t e .  Ro l l  c a l l  w a s  t aken ,  
and t h e  meeting was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  8:07 A.M. by Sena to r  
Thiessen ,  Chairman. Sena tor  Thiessen announced t h e  c u r r e n t  
s t a t u s  o f  t h e  budget  a s  o f  t h e  l a s t  c a l c u l a t i o n .  H e  said w i t h  
t h e  b i l l s  pas sed ,  and t h o s e  i n  committee it was i n  t h e  neighbor-  
hood o f  $ 4 1 4  m i l l i o n .  

HOUSE BILL 725 w a s  exp la ined  by Represen ta t ive  Brand. This  w a s  
a b i l l  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  funds  and e s t a b l i s h  a v e t e r a n s '  home a t  
Twin Br idges .  H e  s a i d  t h i s  would be c o n t i n g e n t  upon t h e  a v a i l -  
a b i l i t y  o f  f e d e r a l  funds ,  

Bob Durkee spoke f o r  t h e  b i l l ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  VFW, and t h e  
American Legion. He s a i d  he would l i k e  t o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h e  F e d e r a l  A c t  which has  a l r e a d y  passed  t h e  House o f  Represent-  
a t i v e s  i n  Washington. They a r e  adding $5 m i l l i o n  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
$10  m i l l i o n  each year .  H e  s a i d  t h e  V.A. people  have been on t h e  
s i te  a t  Twin Br idges ,  W e  know some o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  are i n  need 
o f  r e p a i r  b u t  w e  f e e l  w e  can s t a l l  o f f  OSHA and some o t h e r s  u n t i l  
w e  can y e t  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  

Amy E r b ,  Sher idan ,  R,C, & D, s a i d  t hey  had p re sen ted  t o  t h e  House 
386 s i g n a t u r e s  of people who r e a l l y  want t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  a 
v e t e r a n s  home. She s a i d  B i l l  Daley had done a survay on t h e  
Location and 100  m i l e s  i n  any d i r e c t i o n  there a r e  a  l o t  o f  
veteran:;, She s a i d  some o f  t h e  money could be ob ta ined  th rough  
sale of p a r t  o f  the  Land, 

George S c h o t t e ,  Bu t t e  a r e a  spoke f o r  t h e  B u t t e  Chamber of  Com- 
merce and spoke i n  f avo r  o f  t h e  bi"lT,  Be  s a i d  he d i d  n o t  know 
why a v e t e r a n  should  have t o  go o u t  of  s ta te  t o  an  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  
t h a t  Montana should  be able to provide  fo r  i t ' s  own, and g i v e  them 
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  l i v i n g  close t o  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  etc. 

Moureen McAZear spoke i n  favor of t h e  biPI, She s a i d  she had 
se rved  on  a c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  had a s  i t s  main purpose f i n d i n g  a u s e  
f o r  Twin Br idges .  She s a i d  t he  community would suppor t  t h i s  o r  
any o t h e r  u se  the LegisLatura saw f i t  ta use  t he  Twin Br idges  
i n s t u t i  t i o n  f o r ,  

Sena to r  Fasbender s a i d  that: inueh work had been done by t h a t  group 
t o  f i n d  a use  f o r  Twin Bridges .  He s a i d  i n  House B i l l  4 9 4  t h e r e  
i s  an ind iv idua l .  from Oregon who has  been t r y i n g  t o  develop homes 
throughout  t h e  northwest .  It would be a c e n t e r  f o r  r e t i r e d  people .  
A s  f a r  as  t h e  committee could see a t  t h e  t i m e ,  w e  w e r e  ve ry  much 
i n t e r & s t e d  i n  t h i s ,  

Discuss ion  was h e l d  on how many people  would be  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
if it were a v e t e r a n s  home, I~caw many beds they  f e l t  t h e y  would 
need, etc. 

HOUSE BILL 654 was expla ined  by ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Meloy. H e  s a i d  
t w o  y e a r s  ago  t h e  s ta te  was involved i n  a l a w  s y i t ,  and  t h i s  would 
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he lp  t o  ho ld  o f f  more of them- H e  s a i d  t h i s  would keep young 
of fenders  from being evaluated under abnormal t e n s e  cond i t ions ,  
and no t  through them i n  with hardened c r imina l s .  

Robert Long, represent ing  t h e  Governor s a i d  wi th  t h e  amendments 
t h a t  had been pu t  i n t o  t h i s  on t h e  Senate  f l o o r  he would s t r o n g l y  
favor  suppor t ing  t h i s  b i l l .  

Senator Thomas s a i d  these  k ids  had been t e s t e d  and t e s t e e d ,  and 
what they  r e a l l y  need is  treatment .  

Representa t ive  Meloy s a i d  t h a t  is p r e c i s e l y  why it needs t o  be 
done i n  t h e  community. 

HOUSE B I L L  261 was explained by Representat ive Ramirez. H e  s a i d  
you need t o  understand t h e  b i l l  t o  understand t h e  f i s c a l  note .  
H e  s a i d  any judge can g ive  any sentence from one day t o  t h e  max- 
imum. H e  d o e s n ' t  have t o  send t h e  person t o  p r i son ,  he can 
p u t  t he  person on probati-on, A s  a r e s u l t  t h e r e  is a d i s p a r i t y  
i n  sentencing,  This b i l l  s e t s  o u t  persons who a r e  convic ted  of 
crimes a g a i n s t  a person would be s e n t  t o  prison--rape,  a s s a u l t ,  
e t c .  

Representa t ive  Gould spoke i n  favor  of t h e  b i l l ,  

Senator Fasbender asked if Representat ive Ramirez could t e l l  him 
what percentage of  poeple were i n  p r i son  because of person rel- 
a.ted cr imes as opposed t o  t h e  o the r s .  He was t o l d  they  had t r i e d  
t o  g e t  some f i g u r e s ,  b u t  had n o t  been a b l e  t o  g e t  t h e  break down. 

Discussion was he ld  on a v a i l a b l e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  c o s t s ,  p r i s o n  pop- 
u la t ion  e f f e c t s ,  chances of better non-recurrance of cr imes ,  etc. ' 

HOUSE B I L L  7 8 1  war; d iscussed,  which was tkae b i l l  by ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Narks on s t a t e  a i d  f o r  sewer and water i n  t h e  Boulder Housing 
area.  

Motion by Senator  Etchar t  t h a t  House B i l l  781 do pass.  He s a i d  
t h i s  was i n  good f a i t h  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Leg i s l a tu reo  

Motion was vo ted j  passed, 

HOUSE B I L L  6 9 3 ,  the bi'3.3. by Representat ive Meloy on t h e  Nat ional  
Conference of S t a t e  LegisPatures,  

Motion by Senator  Stephens t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  be concurred i n .  

Diskussion was held on t h i s ,  and Senator  Regan maintained t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  should follow t h e  e d i c t  they  had p u t  before  t h e  o t h e r  
agencies  and c u t  down on the memberships. She f e l t  one o r  t h e  
o t h e r  should be it. Senator E'asbender s a i d  he f e l t  a l o t  of t h e  
work being done by t h e  Council s f  S t a t e  Gsvernments was a c t u a l l y  

being done by t h e  NCL. 

Voted and passed, 9 : 2 3  AeM,  
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A p o l l  w a s  t aken  t o  show i f  t h e  members would p r e f e r  t o  n o t  
be  i n  t h e  Council  o f  S t a t e  Governments, a t  9 : 2 6  A.M. T h i s  w i l l  
a f f e c t  t h e  budget  i n  H.B. 145. Judy ~ i p p i n g a l e ,  f i s c a l  a n a l y s t  
w a s  asked t o  p repare  t h e  amendment t o  be p re sen ted  on t h e  f l o o r  
o f  t h e  Sena te .  

HOUSE BILL 525 t h e  b i l l  by Represen ta t ive  Mular which p e r t a i n e d  
t o  Rai l road  planning and a s s i s t a n c e  w a s  d i s cus sed .  

Sena to r  H i m s l  s a i d  he wondered when, w e  h a d n ' t  been a b l e  t o  r u n  
a motor poo l  how w e  thought  w e  cou ld  manage a r a i l r o a d .  

Sena to r  Fasbender s a i d  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  b i l l  w e  should  b e a r  i n  
mind t h a t  when they c l o s e  down a l l  ove r  Montana, w e  a r e  a l s o  l o s i n g  
t h e  t a x e s  as  w e l l  as t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .  B a s i c a l l y  what t h e y  are doing 
i s  h a u l i n g  g r a i n  f o r  farmers  i n  Montana, I do n o t  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  
s t a t e  should  ge t  i n t o  t h e  bus ines s  o f  running a r a i l r o a d ,  b u t  
I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  should have some chance t o  t r y  t o  p l a n  f o r  
t h e  changes.  It might pay i n  same i n s t a n c e s  t o  b a r g a i n  s o  t h a t  
w e  might l o s e  the t a x e s  but s t i l l  have t h e  s e r v i c e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  
t o  l o s e  both .  

Motion by Sena tor  Regan t o  p a s s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h i s  b i l l  f o r  
today.  Voted and passed,  

HOUSE BILL 295  was a b i l l  by Represen ta t ive  E l l i s  t o  p u b l i s h  
t h r e e  unpublished l e g i s l a t i v e  j o u r n a l s .  

Motion by Sena tor  Regan t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  do p a s s ,  
Voted and passed,  unanimous, 9:37 A,Mc 

HOUSE BILL 502 ,  w a s  a b i l l .  sponsored by Represen ta t ive  Brand t o  
a p p r o p r i a t e  funds f o r  partf .ci .pation i n  t h e  medal o f  Honor program. 

Motion by Senator  Regan t h a t  t h i s  bj.1.J_ do n o t  p a s s , .  She s a i d  she  
d i d  n o t  feel  it correct for. t h e  s t a t e  ta a p p r o p r i a t e  money t o  a 
p r i v a t e  o r y a n i z a t i o n .  

V o t e d  and passed. 

IIOTJSE l3-ILL 569,  sponsored 'rjy Represenl:ative Wal.dron a s  a b i l l  t o  
h e l p  the d i s p l a c e d  homemakers, 

A n  amendment that had been passed i n  t h e  House Appropr i a t i ons  
Committee and had n o t  g o t t e n  on to  t h e  b i l l  was sugges ted  t o  t h e  
committee a s  fol lows:  Amend  page 7 ,  l i r e  7 ,  fo l lowing  " u n t i l "  
s t r i k e  March 15# 1979 and i n s e r t  J u n e  3 0 ,  1979.  m e n d  page 7 
fo l lpwiny  l i n e  8 by i n s e r t i n g :  S e c t i o n  04--there i s  a new RCM 
s e c t i o n  that r eads  a s  fo l lows:  "Subjec t  t o  f e d e r a l  funding.  
The a p p r o p r i a t i o n  made by t h i s  a c t  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  r e c e i p t  of 
f e d e r a l  funds ,  I f  federa? .  funds  a r e  not  r ece ived ,  t h e  moneys 
a p p r o p r i a t e d  i n  s e c t i o n  15 of  t h i s  a c t  s h a l l  r e v e r t  t o  t h e  
g e n e r a l  fund ,  " Renumber k*uhsequent see t i -ons .  

Motion by Senator  Regan t o  amend a s  above. Voted, passed .  

Motion by Sena tor  Regan t h e  b i l l  as amended, be concur red  i n .  
Voted and passed. 
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The meeting was adjourned, there will be another meeting on 
adjournment today. I1 

SENA'P'OFJYKTESSEN, Chairman 
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DATE: March 1 5 ,  1977 

FROM: Represen ta t ive  Joe  Brand 

RE : Testimony on HB 725 

M r .  Chairman and members of t h e  Committee. 

House B i l l  725 e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  now vacated c h i l d r e n s '  home a t  
Twin Bridges  a s  a  v e t e r a n s '  home and provides  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of  60 a d d i t i o n a l  v e t e r a n s '  home units:  The i n t e n t  of HB 725 i s  
t o  prov ide  room and board f o r  approximately 1 0 0  veterans--  
approximately  40  v e t e r a n s  immediately and 6 0  a d d i t i o n a l  v e t e r a n s  
upon completion of  t h e  remodeling of t h e  Twin Bridges  home. I t  
i s  n o t  t h e  i n t e n t  of HB 725 t o  provide nu r s ing  c a r e  o r  t o  be a  
nu r s ing  home f o r  v e t e r a n s .  

S e c t i o n s  1 through 4 of HB 725 amend t h e  s t a t u t e s  concerning t h e  
v e t e r a n s '  home a t  Columbia F a l l s ;  t h e s e  amendments simply prov ide  
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  two Montana v e t e r a n s '  homes--one a t  Columbia F a l l s  
and one a t  Twin Bridges--whose "primary f u n c t i o n  is t o  prov ide  
home and s u b s i s t e n c e  f o r  honorably d i scharged  v e t e r a n s . "  

Sec t ions  5  through 1 3  d e l e t e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  Montana Ch i ld rens '  
Center  a t  Twin Bridges  and, where a p p r o p r i a t e  r e p l a c e s  them wi th  
r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  "Montana v e t e r a n s '  homes." 

S e c t i o n  1 4  a p p r o p r i a t e s  $175,600 f o r  o p e r a t i o n a l  expenses and 
Sec t ion  15 a p p r o p r i a t e s  $350,000 f o r  t h e  c o s t  of remodeling t h e  
Twin Bridges  home t o  accommodate 60 v e t e r a n  r e s i d e n t s .  

(1) I t  i s  n o t  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  HB 725 t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  nu r s ing  home; 
and (2 )  t h e  t o t a l  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t  of t h e  Vete rans '  Home a t  Columbia 
F a l l s  i n  f i s c a l  yea r  1976 was on ly  $667,727--and t h e  Columbia 
F a l l s  Home does provide "nu r s ing  ca re"  f o r  approximately 30% of i t s  
r e s i d e n t s ,  whi le  HB 725 does n o t  contemplate nurs ing  c a r e  f o r  any 
r e s i d e n t .  Therefore ,  it seems t o  me t h a t  t h e  f i s c a l  no t e  might 
i n c l u d e  some expenses f o r  nu r s ing  c a r e  t h a t  should n o t  be inc luded .  
(See t h e  a t tachment  t h a t  o u t l i n e s  pe r sona l  s e r v i c e s  and o p e r a t i n g  
c o s t s  f o r  t h e  Twin Bridges  Vete rans '  Home a s  prepared by t h e  budget 
o f f i c e )  . 
M r .  Chairman, I might a l s o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  $395,584 of t h e  $661,362 
s p e n t  a t  Columbia F a l l s  i n  f i s c a l  yea r  1976 was reimbursed t o  t h e  
s t a t e  from t h e  VA Adminis t ra t ion  and p a t i e n t  f e e s .  I would expec t  
t h a t  a  s i m i l a r  percentage would be reimbursed f o r  o p e r a t i o n a l  
expenses a t  t h e  Twin Bridges  Home. 

The need f o r  ano ther  v e t e r a n s  domic i le  f a c i l i t y  i n  Montana has  
been appa ren t  f o r  some t ime.  There a r e  over  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  Montana ve t e rans :  
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t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  a r e  World War I1 v e t e r a n s  who a r e  i n  t h e  50 
o r  60 y e a r  o l d  age  group.  There a r e  an  a d d i t i o n a l  100 Montana 
v e t e r a n s  who p r e s e n t l y  r e s i d e  i n  v e t e r a n s  homes i n  Oregon and , 

South  Dakota who would l i k e  t o  r e s i d e  i n  Montana. Fur the rmore ,  t h e  
v e t e r a n s '  home a t  Columbia F a l l s  p r e s e n t l y  h a s  130 v e t e r a n  r e s i d e n t s  
and h a s  a  p e r e n n i a l  w a i t i n g  l i s t .  

The Twin B r i d g e s  Home p r e s e n t s  an e x c e l l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y .  I t  i s  an  
e x c e l l e n t  f a c i l i t y  w i t h  2 3  b u i l d i n g s  and a  220 a c r e  complex v a l u e d  
a t  o v e r  $3,000,000.  And it i s  now v a c a n t .  I t  i s  begging t o  b e  
u s e d ,  Montana v e t e r a n s  need a  home o f  t h i s  t y p e .  

I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  need f o r  a  v e t e r a n s '  home e x i s t s ;  t h e  f a c i l i t y  i s  t h e r e  
and economy d i c t a t e s  t h a t  we u s e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  
undergo t h e  h i g h  c o s t  of  new c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

M r .  Chairman, t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  i t e m s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  memorandum 
t h a t  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  These i t e m s  i n c l u d e :  

(1) an o u t l i n e  o f  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s  p r e p a r e d  by t h e  budge t  o f f i c e ;  
( 2 )  a  series o f  memos between t h e  Governor ' s  O f f i c e ,  t h e  VA 

o f f i c e ,  and t h e  Budget o f f i c e  t h a t  d i s c u s s  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  
o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t o  u s e  t h e  Twin B r i d g e s  Home a s  a  V e t e r a n s '  
Home; and 

( 3 )  a  q u e s t i o n  and answer s h e e t  p rov ided  by t h e  VA and d e a l i n g  
w i t h  V e t e r a n s '  Homes. 



TWIN BRIDGES VETERANS HOME 

BUDGET FISCAL YEAR 77-78 

Personal Services 

FTE - 
1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

5 

1 

TITLE - Grade Salary 

Superintendent I 

Accountant I I I 

Clerk Typist IV 

Registered Nurse !V 

Nurses Aids 

Custodial Workers I I 

Maintenance Foreman I 

Cook I I 

Foocl Service Worker ii 

2 Maintenance Worker I1 

TOTALSALARIES 

2% Step Increases 4,453 

14% Fringe Benefits 31,794 

TOTAL PERSONAL SERVICES $258,900 

Operational Costs 

Food @ $1.50 per dzy per resident - .  

Supplies O .50 per resident day 

Utilities 

Gas $ 15,000 

Electricity 6,500 

Phone 2,400 

Laundry @ 24 cents per 1.5 lb. per resident day . 

Miscellansous 25 cents per resident day- 

Insurance 

TOTAL OPERATIONAL COSTS 

TOTAL BUDGET First Fiscal Year 

Fijcal Year Two O 103; Inccase 

.Long Range Building - Initial Remodeling 

Potential Reimbursement for 18 months certification 85% eligible residants 



STATE OF MONTANA , 

Office of  the Governor 

Budget and Program P lann ing  

, Capitol Building - Heleno, Mcntano 59601 

Thcmos L. Judge 
Gsvzrnor 

To : Keith Colbo 

From: Gene Huntington 

Re:  Twin Bridges Veterans Home l'roposa2. 

I n  response to 'your  i n q u i r y  concerning caivers necessary  t o  con.vert 
t h e  Twin Bridges f a c i l i t y  i n t o  a Veterans Hoce, I have o u t l i n e d  below . 

t h e  s t e p s  necessary t o  develop a Veterans Home, I b e l i e v e  t h e  process 
r equ i red  f o r  t h e  proposal  can b e s t  be  i l l u s t r a t e d  through t h e  fo l lowing 
out  l i n e  : 

Es tab l i sh  a S t a t e  Program 

A. The l e g i s l a t u r e  should e s t a b l i s h  a u t h o r i t y  and 
funding (100% s t a t e )  . to  opera te  a Veterans Home 
f o r  one year .  

B. S t a t e  b u i l d i n g  code a u t h o r i t i e s  (Health, F i r e  
Marshal and Building Regulation) would approve 
c e r t a i n  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  occupancy. 

From previous r e p o r t s  and correspondence 
i t  would appear t h a t  t h e  two new c o t t a g e s  
and p o r t i o n s  of "~ieadowlark" could be 
approved. 

Only those  f a c i l i t i e s  that have r e a s o n a b l e  
chance of being subsequsnt1y a p p r o v e d  by 
V.A. should bs occupied.. 

C. The staff! would need t o  be h i red  and f a c i l i t i e s  
would need t o  be prepared f o r  occupancy. 

D. Veterans p o t e n t i a l l y  e l i g i b l e  f o r  V. A. reimburse- 
ment would be admitted a s  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  f a c i l -  , 

i t y .  
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11. Securing V.A. Recognition and Reimbursement . , 
A. After residents are adoitted and t h e  program is 

underway, application would be made to V.A. for 
reimbursement. 

B. V.A. would inspect t h e  facilities and approve or 
disapprove them for reimbursement. 

(2. Following the V.A. inspection the state could 
request waiver o f  requireeents covering irrinor 
def iciencies  i n  the  residential , f a c i l i t i e s .  

1x1. Securing V.A. funds for Renovation of E x i s t i n g  Faci l i t ies  

A. After the institution was approved for reimburse- 
ment for care, the institution would become eli- 
gible for V.A. funds (65% funding) for renovating 
facilities. 

B. Facilities that were to be  renovated would b e  
required to meet all code requireaents upon 
completion of the renovation. 

cc : Amy Erb 
Clarence Hester 



- Mike Billings, Director p?a-4& - - 
.. &. . _ -  . .' ' ' O f f  ice of Budget and Pr0e;re.m Planning - < A 7  .. 

. .3, . 

I FROM: ~ e i t h  L. Colbo, Executive Asnietnnt 
B . I L  

SUBJECT: . . ~ t t s ~ d s o i  . f& .*. - 
, .  , ;.i:;:.??*,;:;;;..;..: 

A , .  r .  

Veteran ' s Twin 

C ,*L *p .' , . . - ' 
i.,..Z-have reviewed the report by the Department: of Adnintstrarion on 

--the' proposed conversion of the former Childrens Center t o  a Veterans 
H o n e .  It would appear from the report and the notes  prepared by lien. R m t i n ~ t o  that the ronveis$on i o  feasible m d  within rnrcnnbl.e 

restrictimo. The questionsthat remain den1 with  fim c m i t m n t s  
the federal agency. 

Please firmdup as 800n as possible the program requirements and 

I waivers that might be expected by the Veterans I would 
l ike  this data so that the Governor can make his f i n a l  budget dwisions 
vith the best possible infomation available. Thank you. 



Nr. Gens Vunt t ngton . . 
Program h a 1  y s t  
Budget and Program Planning 
O f f  i ce  o f  t h s  Governor 
State o f  k z t a n a  
Cap! to1 Eui ld ing 

. Helena, 15ntana 59501 

Dear Mr, Huntlngton: 

1 am responding to your letter o f  dctober 22, 1976, to tlr, Herman b h n ,  
State R ~ n a r  Program Coordinator, regarding ~ c i ~ l  lance w i  t h  t he  pravt sicns 
of VA Regulation 6134, 2., b e ,  i n  connection with  y3ur o n p i n g  s t u d y  o f  
the fcssibllity of convsrting the Twin Bridges facility into a State - 

. . 
veterans d3nicll iary,  

. As you Paow, the bulldings of the facility are  not In c o ~ l i a n c e  with the 
current  (1373) L i f e  Safzty Code, NFPA 101 , . f o r  t h e  t p a  of occupancy 
intended, The Veterzns Arhfnistrat ion cannot vaive t h s  rcqui re rm t f o r  
Li fe  Safety Code corpliance f o r  b u i l d i n g s  occupied by residents of a hone, 

As discussed with Mro Bi1.1ings during my v i s f t  in Aagust 1975, and as 
indicated i n  VA Rel;u?ation 6:81, the VA can p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the remdzl lng 
o f  fact1 i t i e s  In an _existlnq, f ,e,, VA recognl tsd, S t a t e  home up t:, 63' per- d o  
cent. In order to ~ a i n  szch rilcognition, the Sta"Lc :-ovld hdva to establish 
a cfontcll iary operat ion i n  a bullding bblch meets the c r i  terfa o f  the 
current L i f e  Safety Code, After inspection and recognl t i o n  of the faci1 i t y  
by the $'A f o r  tha  pu'rpose o f  VA psr dl em aid, thz VA can then p a r t i c i p a t e  
In the romde l ing  o f  other buildings on the grounds of the karx to nest t h e  
L i f e  Safety Code and such other r q u f  rwents f n t h e  ci tcd VA ccnstructlon 
regulation that  are required for  VA par t ic ipat ion  I n  a S t a t e  hcms construc- 
t i o n  prctject, 1, w u l d  1 i k e  to add that a t t ach  treat i ~ o r t ~ n c s  t~ 
pat1 ent privacy, 1 .e , ,  h 3 ~ s l n q  vstcrzns i n  ract~s w i  t h  conncctinq bathrmqs. 
as opposed to outmded barracks type a c c o m d a t f o n s  ti1 t h  co iq rep t  ianal  
b a t h m n s ,  This i s  re f lcc tsd  fn the VA1s current  q p m u h  to new dmici -  
l i a r y  construction and tha r m d e l  lng of our older facil i t i e s ,  

Please & not  hrsltate t o  contact Nr. Hahn i f  p u  r e q ~ f r e  further asslstance, 

. . Sincere1 y p u r s ,  

RICHARD :I, FILER, Fh,D. 
A c t i n g  A s s i  stan: C h i e f  & d i c a l  
Di rector for  Exiznded Care 



STATE HOYE PROCSd?:.! -- 
Ques t ions  - Ans.xrs 

The term " S t a t e  home" means a hone e s t a b l i s h c d . b y  a s t a t c  for, war 
v e t e r a n s  d i s a b l e d  by age,  d i s e a s e ,  or  o the rwi se ,  who by reason of  
such d i s a b i l i t y ,  a r e  i ncapab le  of e a r n i n g  a l i v i n g .  It a l s o  i n c l u c e s  
a hone which f u r n i s h e s  n u r s i n g  home c a r e  f o r  such v e t e r a n s .  

2. Can a S t a t e  home f u r n i s h  more t han  one l e v e l  of ca re?  

Yes, a S t a t e  hoiae'nay f u r n i s h  d o m i c i l i a r y ,  n u r s i n g  home and h o s p i t a l  
l e v e l s  of c a r e .  A home vhich  f u r n i s h e s  more than one l e v e l  of c a r e  
must prov ide  such  c a r e  i n  c l e a r l y  des igna ted  a r e ~ w i t h i n  the8hone 
so t h a t  t h e  q u a r t e r s  of p a t i e n t s  and members a r e  n o t -  i n t e r k i n g l e d .  

3. Yho e s t a b l i s h e s  a S t a t e  home? 

The e s t a b l i s h c e z t ,  c o n t r o l  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  a  S t a t e  hone i s  the  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s t a t c  which i t  serves .  

& 

4. Row is a S t a t e  5 0 ~ 2  e s t a b l i s h e d ? -  I 

I 1 

Genera l ly ,  v e t e r a n s  s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and i n t e r e s t e d  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  
encourage t h e  ? e g i s l n t u r c .  t o  e n a c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  es tab l i shrncnt  of  a 
S t a t e  Veterans  Kozs 2nd t o  a ? p r o p r i a t e  funds f o r  i t s  ope ra t ion .  

5 .  '.;hat a s s i s t a x e  ir33 VA is  a v a i l s b l k  i n  t he  e s t a b l i s h n e n t  of  a  S t a t e  hor;.e? 
. . 

a .  VA w i l l  p rovi2e  guidance and c o n s u l t  wi th  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h c  S t a t e  
t o  i n s u r e  t h e  f a : l l i t y  w i l l  aee t  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  VA r e c o g n i t i o n  and 
F z d e r a l  a i d  ?ajr ,ezts under p r o v i s i o n s  of T i t l e  35 USC 641. 

b.  VA canno t  p a z z l c i p a t e  i n  t h e  c o s t  of land o r  purchase  of  a f a c i l i t y .  

6 .  Cnn a b:ildf:n i? 23 existing S t s t 2  f a c i l i t y  be s ; ~ r o v e d  as  a  S t z t c  ha-?? 

Bui ld ing ( s )  i x  an  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t y  may q u a l i f y  provided they  a r e  es tab-  
l ished and o p e r a t e 3  z s  a s e p a r a t e  e n t i t y  ( S t a t e  Hone). It i s  p e r n i s s i b l e  
to purchase  s e r v i c e s ,  i .e. ' ,  d i e t e t i c ,  eng inee r ing  laundry and p r o f e s s i o ~ a l  
c a r e  from e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t y .  

7. Can a  f a c i l i t y  p rov id ing  on ly  h o s ? i t a l  c a r e  be recognized by V L l  a s  a S t a t e  33-2: 

Ho, a S t a t e  hoae n u s t  p rov idc  p r i m a r i l y  d o x i c i l i a r y  and/or  n u r s i n ~  hone 
care f o r  w a r  vc t e rnns .  ' - . 



What are thr veteran ednission reroircncnts,to 3 Stntc honz? 8 ---_-----------,,,,,- J -------- 
a.  Admission rcqoirencnts are determined by the st?te, 

b. Following ndmission, an fpplication VA Form 10-102 
"Application for Ncdical Rencfits" is sent to V A  to 
establish a veterans eligibility for paynent of V A  pe r  

What Federal i u n E a  rre svaileble to a state for the 2erstion 9 - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ -  - - -  
of a State 5or.e: 
- c c  

Under provisions of Title 38, U S C  641, V A  participates by 
making p e r  diem payments to stntes for three levels of care 
furnished war veterans as follows: 

a. Doniciliery Care - up to one-half the cost of c a r e  not 
to exceed.$4.50 per day. 

b. Hursing Home Carc - up to one-half thc cost of care not 
t o  exceed $6.00 per day. 

c .  Hospital Care - up to one-h:lf the cost of cnrc not to 
cxcecd*'$10 .OO per d a y .  

care? 

Yes, the state-operated izcility nny establish n mnintennnce 
c h e r g a  systcn and collect iron the pension, coopensntion or 
othcr incoce oE veterans. 

- 1 1  Is these 3 ligit 09 the ETOUII~ co11cctfn-fron vetcrnns? 

No. Hooevcr, the amdunt collected fron, or on behalf of, 
veterans in the aggregste plus the anouat of Federal aid 
payments cannot exceed the cost of care to the state:: 

If E v e t e r ~ n  i.n a.Stnte hone reouires hospitnlizntion in snotte 12. .-------------------/--.------------------- 
facility, can V k  continue per diem p a y r ~ c n t s ?  

No. V A  pcr di'en payneuts arc limited to cnrc pro~idcd vithin 
the State hone facility. . . - 



a .  Y e s .  V A  may p z r t i c i p a t e  i n  657. o f  c o s t  t o  c o n . s t r u c t  
f a c i l i t i e s  i n  S t n t c  h o n e s  t o  f u r ~ ~ i s h  n u r s i n g  h o n e  c a r e  t o  
war y e r e r n n s ,  p r o v i d c d  V A  c o n s t r u c t j . o n  s t a ~ l d a r c l s  a r e  ' s e t .  

b. Such c o s t  may i n c l u d e  a r c h i t e c t  f e e s ,  s u p c r v i s i o n , ~  
i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  e q u i p m e n t .  

Hov c a n  n s t a . t e  o b t n i n  V A  r e r u 1 9 t i o n s ,  i ~ s t r u c t i o n s  a n d  2 .  --,--------_---,,-4e4--- 
a d i c a t i o n  f o n n s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o c  n r o j c c t s  u n d e r  P . 1 , .  8 8 - [ ~ 5 0 ?  - C _ _ _ I _ C _ _ . c _ _ _ C _ _  

W r i t e  t o :  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e d i c i n e  a n d  S u r g e r y  ( 1 3 6 )  
V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
P n s b i n g t o n ,  D .  C .  . 2 0 4 2 0  

c a r e  b e d s  t o  be  

Y e s .  T h e  maximum may n o t  e x c e e d  2?5 b e d s  p e r  1 , 0 0 0  w a r  v e t e r a n  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  the s t a t e .  

'Who i s  c ~ a n r i b ? e  f o r  2 c o n ~ s t r ~ c t t o n  p r o j e c t . ?  4 --,,, L2-i- ---------------------- -- 
T h e  s f n t e  i s  p r i m a r i l y  r e s p o n s i b l e .  

The s t a t c  c n p l o y s  nn  n r c b i t c c t ,  and  s u b n i t s  p l a n s  f o r  V h  
r e v i e 1 7  a n d  c o n ; n i t n e n t  o f  Z ~ d e r n l  fund in^ p r i o r  t o  l e t t i n g  
c o n t r a c t .  D u r i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  w h i c h  i s  s u p e r v i s e d  b y  t h e  
s t a t e ,  r e i n b u r s c n e n t  c l z i z s  n a p  b e  s u b n i t t e d  t o  f o r  p a y -  

m e n t .  F i v e  p e r  c c n f  o f  I r A  c o l - n i t n c n t  i s  ~ ~ i t b h e l d  p e r - d i n g  
V A  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  I i p a l  a u d i t  o f  p r o j e c t .  

l l a v  o t h e r  t b n n  v n r  v e t e r a n s  o c c u 3 r  ntlrsi.r!p, 11o:n~ c 2 r e  c o n -  - ,----------.--------"---- 
strutted facilities oader 2 L 3 3 - L S O ?  ----/------,,,'-'-~-- 
Y e s .  10% o f  b h d  o c c u p a n t s  a t  a n y  o n e  t i c c  n a y  be  o t h e r  t h a n  
w a r  v e t e r a n s  r e c e i v i n g  n c r s i n g  h o n c  care. . * 

What e r e  t h e  r c c a p t c r e  ?revisions o f  P t l b l i c  T,nw 8 8 - 4 5 0 ?  6 - -  - - - - 
! 

I f  t h e  s t a t e  d o e s  n o t  o p e r r t e  c o n s t r u c t b d  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  
20 y e a r s  t o  p r i n c i p a l l y  f ~ r n i s h  n u l - s i ~ g  h o n e  c a r e  t o  war 
v e t e r a n s ,  65% o f  t h e  t h e n  v a l u e  o f  s u c h  f a c i l i t i e s  xziy b e  
r e c o v e r e d  b y ,  t h c  U .  S .  

" 

n r t i c i n n t e  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  S t a t e  home f a c i l i t i e s  7 .  s ~ n h - 2  
t o  ~ c \ . i d p  \ ~ o ~ ; ~ i t , ? l  o r  d o ~ ~ i c i l j a l - ~ - ~ ~ : e ?  -- - - I - - - -  -I- -------I- ---- 
Yes, u n d e r  P L  9 1 - 1 7 8 ,  Vh c a n  a s s i s t  i n  r c n o d c l i n t  o o d i f i c n : i c ~  
and n l t c r a t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n 7  l t o s p i t a l  o r  d o ~ l i c i l i a r y  f a c i l i t i e s .  
I f  p r e s c r i b e d  s t a n d a r d s  Z T C  ~ q c t  Rnd n o  e x p a n s i o n  o f  f a c i l i t i c :  
i s  i n v o l v c n  V A  may p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  65% o f  c o s t  o f  p r o j e c t .  

r?br 



.+- . 
8. Ho.1 l o n ~ ,  must a s t a t e  o p e r a t e  n f n c i l i t y  which has  been "reoodclcd" 

\ w i t h . V . 4  participation ~ ! n d c r  PI, 91- 176? - -- 

The f a c i l i t i e s  m u s t  be used t o  f u r n i s h  hospital o r  d o m i c i l i a r y  c a r e  
p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  war ve t e rans  I f o r  a pe r iod  o f  7 ycars. 

9. Hay equipnent  be provided 1~Sen constructing h o s p i t a l  o r  d o n l c i l i a r y  
I '  f z c i l i t i c s  under Pub l i c  IJW 91-178? . . 

Yes, however it nay n o t  be movable but must b e  a t  l e a s t  semi- 
permanently a t tached t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and xust be provided a s  p a r t  
of a c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t .  

$0. Is there a l i m i t  t o  t h e  amount of  f m d s  7,:hich the  Vt\ can cornlit  
t o  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of hospi:al o r  d o a i c i l i a r y  f a c i l i t i e s ?  

Yes, the V.4 may c o m i  t t o  any one s t a t e  no no-han 207. of the 
amount a p p r o p r i a t e d  by Congress f o r  the f i s c a l  year. 
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IN THX HOUSE OF REPltESENTATIVE8 

Mr. SATI'ERPIELD (for 11iilih~lf ant1 Mr. I i . \ ~ ~ a r ~ ~ s c r r ~ r r ~ ~ )  introtlucecl t11c 
following bill ; which was referred to thr ('olnmittcc on Veterans' Affairs 

M A R ~ H  23,1977 

Committed to the Conln~ittec of t l ~ c  MTholc House on the State of the Union 
and ordered to be printed 

A BILL 
To anleiid title 38 of the 1Jnited States Code in order to revise 

a i ~ d  irriprove the program of 11li1ki11g grants to the States 

for tlie construction, rcniodeling, or renovation of St:~te 

110111c facilities for furnishing liospit;ll, do~nic*ilialy, al~tl  11111's- 

ii~g lioille care for eligible veterai~s, a i d  for other p,lrl,oses. 

2 tir:es of the United States of America irz Congress assembled, 

3 That sul~cliaptcr 1' of c8li:lpter 17 of title 38, 1-iiited Ptatos 

4 ('ode, is r~inendccl l)y cleleting scc.tion 644 in its entirety. 

5 S E ~ .  2. Snl)cbhaptcr 111 of clinl~tcr 81 of title 3H, T'nitcd 

States ('ode, is alncndcd- 

7 ( 1 )  1,. a m c ~ ~ t l i ~ ~ g  scrtio~i :I,O:jl ( c )  to  road as 



new ~lr~rsiltg I lo l~~e  or (lor~~ic*iliil r v  tilc.ilitic>. t l ~ c  c ~ s l ~ ; ~ r ~ ~ i o i r .  

rcri~odclirrg, t~ aIter~iun ot cbxisting l~mpit~rl ,  1111wing Hmlro 

c8nrc, or tloir~ic.iliaiy fariii.ticbs, a ~ t l  the ~)~-ovi t l i l~g c,f ilriti:ll 

cq~~ i j ,~ l l rn t  1'01. auy su(.li Gdlitios,"; 

fouild by tllo ddnliliiutrabr to b iiecessory for a project 

of constructiorl o f .  frcuilitbs d & d ,  scctio~l 50:; 1 ( c )  , in- 

cludiirg arcliitcct fees, but not including tbe cost of aequisi- 

tion of land." ; 

(3) by ~ n e n d u l g  sc&n GW42 ta read.au folbws:. 

"The p r p M  of this swbeliapter is & :mist tilt sew~.;tl 

States to co1istruc.t State home facilities for far~iislii~ig nrvs- 

iug,Loule care or domicilisry cure te veterans, a ~ i d  to assist 

h, sererd  Stuttru h r ~ l l ~ ~ d d , .  uidify,  ox alter exhilig hos- 

~~~ n~~rsiug, how, or d o ~ l i ~ i l ' w y  hieiliti~y-iu State lioliles 

pxowidiug cwe tud-tmhrmiellt for vebertt~s-" ; mrd 

(4.). by amellrding scctkn 5038 to read as folls\vs: 

" (a)- There is hereby autllurized ta be a.ppyriated 

$15,000,000 for the fiscal year ending.Sentembs 30, 1978, 

and a like suulr for the succeeding- fiscal year, Surns appro- 

priated pursuant to this section shall be used in suulr mnnuor 

as deemed appropriate by the ddmi~listrator for nlaking 



: ill(: purposes of section 503% of this title. 

I " (1,) Sriri~s approlbriated p i ~ r s ~ ~ ~ i i t  to s~iI)se('tion ( a )  of 

, tll is sect.ion sli:tll reriliti~i avtiiltil)le un ti1 expended.". 

7 of cllapter 81 is amended by inserting "H0SPITAL, 110311- 

s C'ILIALIY, and" before ''NE1{81NC; HOME C'LiliE". 

a HE(*. 4. The t&h ef s e d k  at the beginning of chapter 

le 17 orf title 38; U l ~ t d  States G d c ,  is m e n d e d  by deleting 

"644. , ~ o ~ i z u t r i o ! ,  cd ap yopridiana.", 

B' SdC; 5. !l%e tabk of seotie~~s nt tile beginning of chapter 

1;L 81 d titfe 33, Ui&d S h t e s  Code, is amended by inserting 

-1% ASD" before. " N W J ~ S I N ~  IIOXB CARE". 




