
MINUTES O F  THE MEETING 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

A p r i l  1 2 ,  1977  

'L'he t h i r t y - s e v e n t h  n lec t ing  o f  t h e  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  Commit tee  w a s  
c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  b y  S e n a t o r  Elmer  F l y n n ,  Chai rman,  a t  9 : 3 0  a. m.  o n  t h e  
above  d a t e  i n  Room 4 0 5  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Q p i t o l  B u i l d i n g .  

ROLL CALL: Upon r o l l  c a l l  a l l  members were p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  S e n a t o r s  
Dcvine  and  Smi th .  

CONSIDERA'TION O F  HB 5 9 2 :  An A c t  t o  amend t h e  Montana Env i ron lnen ta l  
P o l i c y  A c t ;  S p e c i f y i n g  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  Governor  c o n c e r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
a f f a i r s .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Mike Meloy, Sponso r  o f  HB 5 9 2 ,  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  b i l l  
and s t a t e d  t h a t  it amends t h e  Montana E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  A c t .  
T h i s  bi.11 p u t s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  l a p  o f  t h e  Governor  and  a s s u r e s  
t h a t  i f  t h e r e  i s  a  c o n f l i c t  i t  g e t s  r e s o l v e d .  

M r .  R o b e r t  Lohn, t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  S t a f f  A t t o r n e y ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  
c o u l d  n o t  b e  c l a s s e d  a s  a  s t r o n g  o p p o n e n t .  The q u e s t i o n  w e  f a c e  i n  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  what  i t  w i l l  c o s t  u s .  W i t h i n  
t h e  s y s t e m  o f  p r i o r i t i e s  i n  s t a t e  government  w e  m u s t  d e c i d e  i f  t h i s  i s  
a n  e s s e n t i a l  u s e  o f  t h e  mon ies  t h a t  w e  h a v e .  I a s k  t h e  Commit tee  s h o u l d  
t h e y  c o n s i d e r  i t  f a v o r a b l e  t h a t  t h e y  a t t a c h  t o  it  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  amount 
of money t o  f u n d  i t .  

M r .  J i m  Mock le r ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana C o a l  C o u n c i l ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  
h e  was p r i m a r i l y  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l .  H e  would l i k e  t o  see i t  
amended i f  i t  i s  p a s s e d .  

Mr, P e t e r  J a c k s o n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Wes te rn  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  T r a d e  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  c a n  see h e r e  s i -mply a n o t h e r  I .ayer  o f  red 
t a p e .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Meloy, i n  c l o s i n g ,  s t a t e d  I am i n c l i n e d  t o  a g r e e  w i t h  
the C o a l  C o u n c i l  a n d  WETA. B u t ,  t h e  r e a s o n  you need t h e  rest  o f  t h e  b i l l  
t h e r e  i s  no  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  Governor  r e a d  t h e s e .  

Mr. Lohn s a i d ,  I q u e s t i o n  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  t h e  Governor  c a n  d o  t h i s  h i m s e l f .  Someone w i l l  h a v e  t o  r e v i e w  
them f o r  t h e  Governor .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Meloy commented t h a t  i f  you t h i n k  t h e  b i l l  w i l l  n o t  
s p e e d  u p  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e n  you s h o u l d  g i v e  it a Do Not P a s s .  



A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  Hearing on HB 592 was concluded.  

DlSPOSITION O F  HB 5 9 2 :  Motion was made by Sena tor  Dover and seconded 
by ~ e u a t o r M a n l e y 5 9 2  BE NOT CONCURRED IN. Five  v o t i n g  y e s  and 
Send to r  Jergeson vo t ing  no, t h e  motion c a r r i e d .  

ADJOURNMENT: There be no f u r t h e r  business, t h e  meeting w a s  a d j o u r n e d  
at 9:45  a. m. 
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