
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE . 
MONTANA STATE SENATE 

April 12, 1977 

The thirty-seventh meeting of the Senate Education Committee was 
called to order by Senator Chet Blaylock, Chairman, on the above 
date, in Room 402 of the State Capitol Building at 11:OO o'clock 
A. M. 

ROLL CALL: All members of the Committee were present, 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL No. 3788  An act amending Section 75 
7018, R.C.M., to increase the schedule of reimbursement for school 
buses. 

Representative Porter, Billings, District 65, sponsor of the Bill, 
was called on to present his testimony. He stated the situation 
that school bus transportation is in under the present funding of 
partially state reimbursed and the balance paid by the local. dis- 
tricts by property taxes. That a House amendment reduced the re- 
imbursement rate to 40 cents for the first year of the biennium 
and 45 cents for 1979 which does not come up to half of the actual 
cost of running a school bus and most counties are in a bind on 
their tax levies already. 

Proponents of the Bill included: 

Rob Stockton, OSPI, who had prepared a graph showing the cost of 
Gus transportation per mile per bus capacity, how costs had increased 
over the past several years and that the major portion was being 
paid by the districts. Total average cost in 1975 for operation 

.- 
of a 45 passenger school bus was $1.25r and that since transporta- 
tion costs must be paid, people really do not have any vote on it. 

There was no opposition to the Bill. 

In closing, Rep. Porter mentioned an article in the Billings GazBtte 
where school bus contractors were trying to get out from under a 
bus contract because they could not make anything at $1.10 per mi. 

Questions by the Committee related to the cost factors, with Sen- 
ator Fasbender stating the transportati.on appropriation had been 
put in at 45 cents and he knew of no way to raise it. 

The Chair closed the hearing of House Bill 378. 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL No. 365: Considerable discussion of -- 

I the school foundation schedule centered on the advisability of 
amending the schedule to an amount the districts could get by with, 
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and what would be the best course of action as to commensurate 
local levy increases or a state-wide deficiency levy to fund the 

+? foundation program. Differences in the financing statements of- 
fered by the offices of Mike Billings as compared to John LaFaver's 
were also discussed. Lloyd Markell, MEA, and Bob Stockton, OSPI, 
advised the Committee of the reasons for funding at the highest 
possible figure; and Senator Dunkle commented that if they were 
looking at a deficiency of $10 million, why not take the $10 million 
necessary from the Governor's Homestead Act. Senator Smith sug- 
gested using the $12 million surplus funds the State had, to which 
Senator Fasbender stated it must be left because of margin of error 
and in case revenue doesn't meet expenses if an error were to occur. 

Senator McCallum moved that House Bill 365 be amended to an in- 
crease of 8 8  for each year of the coming biennium; motion was 
seconded and carried by majority vote with Senator Fasbender and 
Senator Dunkle dissenting. 

Senator McCallum moved that House Bill 365 AS AMENDED, BE CON- 
CURRED IN; motion was seconded and carried by majority vote, with 
Senator Fasbender abstaining and Senator Dunkle voting "no". 
Senator Blaylock will carry the Bill in the floor. Amendments on 
the School Foundation Program schedule are as shown on the attached 
copy of the Standing Committee Report. 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL No. 378: Senator Thomas moved that House -- 
Bill 378 BE CONCURRED IN; motion was seconded and carried by unani- 
mous vote. Senator Fasbender will carry the Bill on the £loo:- 

Senator Fasbender announced he would make g motion on the floor 
after Second Reading to bring out HE 69. 

ADJOURNMENT : 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:OO P.M. 

-- -- 

Chet Blaylock, Chairman 
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Senator Chet Blaylock, Chairman b 
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1 

L, 

Senator Bill Mathers 
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Senator Paul Boylan --- L, 

Senator Larry Fasbender ,+- 
Senator Bill Thomas --- 

Jennie Lind 
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Senator Margaret Warden - 

Secretary 
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Chet Blaylock 

Wtion: Senator Bill Thomas moved that House Bill No. 378 

BE CONCURRED IN; motion was seconded and carried by unanimous 

vote.  
+ 

- Senator Fasbender will carry on the floor. 
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