
MINUTES O F  THE MEETING 
SENATE STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

APRIL 11, 1977  

The meeting was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Sena to r  Towe, Chairman, a t  1 1 : O O  
a.m. i n  Room 410 o f  t h e  C a p i t o l  Bui lding.  Committee members p r e s e n t  
were S e n a t o r s  Towe, S to ry ,  Brown, Rasmussen, Roskie, Je rgeson ,  Blaylock,  
and Devine. 

The fo l lowing  b i l l s  w e r e  d i s cus sed :  The Appointment of J. J.  Klabunde 
t o  t h e  F i s h  and Game Commission. 
HB 808 

HEARING ON MR. KLABUNDE'S APPOINTMENT AS CHAIRMAN OF THE FISH AND GAME 
COMMISSION. 

Sena to r  Towe opened t h e  hea r ing  and asked M r .  Klabunde t o  make an opening 
s ta tement .  That  s t a t emen t  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e s e  minutes .  

PROPONENTS 

Lyle  Leeds, Havre, spoke i n  f a v o r  of t h e  appointment.  

Sena tor  A l l en  Kols tad ,  ~ i s t r i c t  5 ,  spoke i n  f a v o r  of  t h e  appointment.  

Tag R i t t e l ,  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Montana O u t f i t t e r s  and Guides Assoc i a t i on ,  
spoke i n  f avo r  o f  t h e  appointment.  

Sena tor  S t a n  Stephens ,  D i s t r i c t  4 ,  spoke i n  f a v o r  of t h e  appointment.  

Kevin Glaes ,  Trout  Unlimited,  spoke i n  f avo r  o f  t h e  appointment.  

Howard Ba i l ey ,  H i l l  County W i l d l i f e  Assoc i a t i on ,  spoke i n  f a v o r  of  t h e  
appointment.  

Jack  McLane spoke i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  appointment.  

Fred W. Gersmeyer spoke i n  suppor t  of t h e  appointment. 

Gary S t u k e r  spoke i n  f a v o r  of t h e  appointment. 

Gerald Lynch spoke i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  appointment. 

During t h e  hea r ing ,  phone c a l l s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  dn suppor t  of t h e  appointment 
from former Sena to r  James, and M r .  Oja. 

OPPONENTS 

Lada Kafka, H i l l  County Farmer and Rancher, expressed h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  appointment.  

Sena tor  Richard Smith, D i s t r i c t  8 ,  expressed h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  
appointment.  

PRQPONENTS 

Sena tor  Frank Dunkle asked t o  be a b l e  to e x p r e s s  h i s  support  o f  t h e  appoinQner 
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There be ing  no f u r t h e r  p r ~ p o n e n t s  and opponents t o  t h e  appointment,  t h e  
hear ing  was opened t o  q u e s t i o n s  by members of  t h e  committee. The committee 
ques t ioned  M r .  Klabunde e x t e n s i v e l y  as  t o  h i s  fund r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t e s  and 
h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i th  sportsmen and landowners i n  t h e  s ta te  as a f f e c t e d  
by h i s  membership on t h e  F i s h  and G a m e  Commission. They a l s o  asked him 
t o  e x p l a i n  cha rges  made a s  t o  h i s  owning a p r i v a t e  hunt ing  l e a s e .  The 
f u l l  t e x t  of  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  and t h e  hear ing  i s  conta ined  on t h e  t a p e  
of t h e  hea r ing  which i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  minutes .  

There being no f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  the hea r ing  was c losed .  

HOUSE BILL 808 

Represen ta t ive  D r i s c o l l ,  D i s t r i c t  91, s t a t e  t h e  b i l l  i s  t h e  companion 
l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  H J R  3 4 .  I t  p rov ides  f o r  s t r i k i n g  t h e  au tomat ic  r e p e a l e r  
on g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaign fund and changes t h e  name t o  t h e  P u b l i c  Campaign 
Fund A c t .  H e  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  by making t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaign 
fund permanent, t h e  monies w i l l  accumulate i n t o  a l a r g e  enough pool  t o  
hope fu l ly  f i n a n c e  t h e  campaign i n  f o u r  y e a r s .  

There w e r e  no proponents  and no opponents t o  t h e  b i l l .  

There be ing  no f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  hea r ing  was c lo sed .  

There being no f u t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  meeting adjourned t o  reconvene 
on adjournment of t h e  Sena te .  

E z -  E 
Thomas E .  Towe, Charman 
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NAME 

- 

S e n a t o r  P e t e  S t o r y ,  V. Chxm. 

S e n a t o r  Bob Brown --- 

S e n a t o r  A .  T. ''Ern" Rasmusser 

S e n a t o r  George F. Roskie 

S e n a t o r  John W. Devine 

S e n a t o r  Greg J e r g e s o n  

S e n a t o r  Chet  Blaylock 



1 

DATE ! , t i , l , \ '  . , 
I r - -  

I /  1 
/*I\ . 

COMMITTEE ON .. ?At - 1 -', ' i b l I 



U P C I l l N G  S T A r E M E N T  PO T l l E  C O N F I R P I H T I U N  H E A R I N G  OF THE SCNATE S T A T L  
;\DMIfdISTHATION C ( I M M I T T E E ,  MONDAY,  A P R I L  11, 1977,  OF MR. J O E  KLARUNDE, 
C t 1 I { I H M A N ,  MONTRI \JA  F I S H  AND GAME COMMI 'SS ION 

I 

IYr. C h a i r m a n ,  Members o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e :  

Ovor  e i g h t  y e a r s ,  t h r q e  G o v e r n o r s  f r o m  b o t h  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  h a v e  

g i v e n  me t h e  h o n o r  o f  s e r v i n g  y o u  i n  t h e  M o n t a n a  F i s h  and Gamw 

Commiss ion .  

D u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e ,  I h a v e  w o r k e d  w i t h  . r a n c h e r s  and s p o r t s  c l u b s  a l l  

o v c r  t h e  s t a t e  t o  i m p r o v e  l a n d o w n e r  r e l a t i o n s ,  As y o u  know, a  v e r y  

s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  s p o r t s m e n  c a u s e  p r o b l e m s  f o r  e v e r y o n e  e l s e .  

J u s t i f i a b l y ,  f a r m e r s  and  r a n c h e r s  who h a v e  t o  t a k e  t i m e  t o  p i c k  u p  

a f t e r  f i s h e r m e n  and h u n t e r s  a r e  r e l u c t a n t  t~ open  t h e i r  l a n d .  

E v e n  b e f o r e  I was f i r s t  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  F i s h  a n d  Game C o m m i s s i o n  

by  G o v e r n o r  T i m  Oabcock,  when I d i d n ' t  e v e n  know t h e  p r e s e n t  G o v e r n o r ,  

I w e n t  o u t  and  t a l k e d  w i t h  l a n d o w n e r s  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s .  I 

was s u c c e s s f u l ,  a s  I h a v e  b e e n  as  a  F i s h  and  Game C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  i n  

o p e n i n g  l a n d  and  r e s e r v o i r s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  c l o s e d .  By p r o v i d i n g  s i g n s ,  
, 

g a r b a g e  c a n s  a n d  e v e n  n e w s p a p e r  ads--some o f ' t h e m  a t  my own expense--  

I ' v e  e n c o u r a g e d  s p o r t s m e n  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r a t e  o f  l a n d o w n e r s ,  I h a v e  

done t h i s  k i n d  o f  w o r k  because I t h i n k  it's necessary t o  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  
% ,  

. . 
h u n t i n g  and  f i s h i n g ,  . I  l i k e  t o  h u n t  a n d  f i s h ;  I ' v e  done  my s h a r e  

and I ' v e  e n j o y e d  e v e r y  m i n u t e  o f  i t .  I ' v e  r e i s d d  my k i d s  t o  be  good 

s p o r t s m e n  a n d  a p p r e c i a t e  o u r  f i s h  and w i l d l i f e ,  and I ' v e  u r g e d  them 

t o  do  t h o  same w i t h  t h e i r  k i d s ,  

As I v i e w  i t ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  F i s h  

and Game Commiss ion - - to  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  we h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  l e f t  i n  t h e  

f u t u r e  o f  w h a t  m o s t  o f  us t a k e  f o r  g r a n t e d  t o d a y - - M o n t a n a ' s  f i s h  and 

~ ~ i l d l i f e ,  We h a v e  t o  c o n t i n u a l l y  w o r k  f o r  b e t t e r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  



I . I ~ I C ~ ~ L ~ ~ I P A - ~ ; ,  h r : ~ ; a ~ ' j l ?  aP t . l ? r  a l l ,  i : \ ~ o / t 1 7 i r d s  o f  t t i e  s t a t o  i s  p r i v a t r !  I r ~ r ~ t l  

dnd t o  h u n t  o r  f i s h  on  t h e s e  l a n d s  i s  a p r i v i l e g e ,  a n d  n o t  a r i g h t .  

O u r i n g  my y e a r s  a s  a  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  I ' v e  l i s t e n e d  t o  sportsman, 

I a r i d ( ~ w n e r s ,  o u t f i t t e r s ,  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  my own d i s t r i c t ,  

l ~ u t  From t h r o u g t ~ o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  I ' v e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  work  n u t  s o l u t i u ~ l s  

t,o m u t u a l  p r c ) b l e m s ,  a n d  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  has a  v o i c o  i n  F i s h  a n ~ j  

Garno d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  a n d  p o l i c y .  The  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  r o l e  i s  t o  i n s u r e  

l t i a t  t h e  p i ~ b l i c  i s  h e a r d  a n d  r e s p o n d e d  t o .  

Thc r i s h  a n d  Gamn C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  a b i g  j u h  t o  do-- 

n o t  j u s t  f o r  s p o r t s m e n ,  h u t  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  a s  w e l l  t h r o u g h  o u r  

R ~ c r ~ q a t i o n  arid P a r k s  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  j o b  m u s t  b e  d o n e  e f f i c i e n t l y  a n d  

w i t h  i n v o l v e m e n t  by  t h e  p u b l i c  i f  we a r e  t o  d o  a n  a c c e p t a b l r )  j o b .  

T i i i s  i s  the? C o m m i s s i o n ' s  r o l e - - t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h a s  a v o i c e ,  

d r ~ d  I 'm f i r m l y  d c d i c a t e r l  t o  p r e s e r v j r i g  t h a t  r o l e .  

I am g r a t e f u l  t o  G o v e r n o r s  J u d g e ,  A n d e r s o n ,  a n d  B a b c o c k  f o r  y i v i n q  

me t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e r v e  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  t h e  a r o a  w h i c h  i s  o f  g r e a t e s t  

i n t e r e s t  t o  me. I h a v e  a l w a y s  e n j o y a d  p e r ~ o r m i n ~  w h a t  I c o n s i d e r  my 

i 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  a c i t i z e n  t o  h e l p  e l e c t  t o  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  t h o s e  I 

c o n s i d e r  b e s t  q u a l i f i e d .  As e v e r y o n e  who e v e r  r u n s  f o r  o f f i c e  knows 

/ o n l y  t o o  w e l l ,  f u n r l - r a i s i n g  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  a n d r r e S p e c t a b l e  p a r t  o f  t h a t  

j ~ r r ~ c e s s .  I t  i s  t h ~  a r e a  o f  c a m p a i g n  work  w h i c h  I t h i n k  I am p a r t i c u l a r l y  

g o o d  a t .  I make a p o l o g i e s  t o  n o  o n e  f o r  my i n v o l v e m o n t  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

i s y s t a r n .  I f  wc A m e r i c a n s  d o  n o t  c h o o s e  a n d  work  F o r  t h e  c a n c i i d a t o ~  o f  

[ ~ u r  c h o i c e ,  t t i c n  somconn  e l s e  w i l l  c h o o s e  t hem f o r  u s ,  

I w i l l  b e  h a p p y  t o  a n s w e r  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

members  o f  t ,tiis C n m m i t t e e  may s e e  f i t  t o  a s k .  
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