
MINUTES 

SENATE RULES COMMITTEE 

The S e n a t e  Rules  Committee met on A p r i l  8 ,  1 9 7 7  i n  room 3 3 1  of 

t h e  c a p i t o l .  S e n a t o r  S tephens  c a l l e d  t h e  mee t ing  t o  o r d e r  a t  2:10 p.m. 

A l l  members were p r e s e n t .  Also  p r e s e n t  were Nancy Aagenes; Gary Moes, 

AP; and S e n a t o r  Tom Towe. 

S e n a t o r  S tephens  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  purpose  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  was t o  

r u l e  on fIouse B i l l  223. 

S e n a t o r  Murphy s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  sponsor  o f  t h e  b i l l  was Rep. 
/ 

&loore. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  it was h i s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  d i d  n o t  

meet t h e  d e a d l i n e  and needed a 2/3 v o t e  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  on i t .  

S e n a t o r  Mathers  s a i d  t h a t  he  a g r e e d  w i t h  t h i s .  

G e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n  f o l l o w e d .  

S e n a t o r  S tephens  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t j - o n  t e l l s  what you need 

t o  p l a c e  an  amendment b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c ,  b u t  w e  a r e  d e c i d i n g  what i s  

needed t~ p l a c e  it b e f o r e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  H e  s a i d  

t h a t  h e  f e l t  J R  6-34 must  b e  implemented f i r s t .  

S e n a t o r  M c O m b e r  t h e n  r e a d  J R  6-48 i n  p a r t  which r e a d s :  

"Any v o t e  i n  one  house  on a  b i l l  p r o p o s i n g  a n  
amendment t o  t h e  Montana S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
where t h e  m a t h e m a t i c a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  e x i s t s  o f  
o b t a i n i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  t w o - t h i r d s  v o t e  o f  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  c a u s e  t h e  b i l l  t o  p r o g r e s s  
a s  though i t  had r e c e i v e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  v o t e . "  

D i s c u s s i o n  fo l lowed .  

S e n a t o r  Murphy s a i d  t h a t  he though t  w e  s h o u l d  p u t  i t  on second 

r e a d i n g .  

S e n a t o r  Hazelbaker  moved t h a t  HB 223 f a l l  u n d e r  t h e  r u l e  6-34, 

r e q u i r i n g  a  2/3  v o t e  from t h e  body t o  a c t  on t h e  b i l l .  The mot ion  

was approved by a  v o i c e  v o t e  w i t h  S e n a t o r  McOmber t h e  o n l y  d i s s e n t i n g  
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T h i s  was f o l l o w e d  by a  b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n .  

S e n a t o r  McOrnber s t a t e d  t h a t  he  t h o u g h t  it was t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  

p e o p l e  who w r i t e  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  any amendment was t o  b e  v o t e d  

on by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

T h e r e  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  mee t ing  a d j o u r n e d  a t  2 :23  p.m. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  , 

i -/ /' 

- '  < < ?  /:// :- d.-d,[,<6-,,7&/ 

Jo Ann F. Owens, S e c r e t a r y  

&i/ &?!/ -- L 

S e n a t o r  S t a n  S t e p h e n s ,  Chairman 

Date approved  V / / - 5  / ?  7 
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S e c r e t a r y  
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McOMBER, Gordon 

- 

MATNERS, Bill 

MURPHY, T e r r y  V-Chm. 

ROBERTS, Joe 

STEPHENS, S t a n ,  Chm. 
-- -- 

THIESSEN, C o r n i e  

TURNAGE, J e a n  
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