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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
FINANCE AND CLAIYS 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

April 5, 1977 

The twenty-second meeting of the Finance and Claims Committee 
met in room 331 on the above date. Roll call was taken, attached, 
and the meeting was called to order at 8:06 A.M. by Senator 
~hiessen, Chairman. 

HOUSE BILL 55 was explained by Rodger Tippy who was introduced 
to the committee by Representative Marks, author of the bill. 

Mr. Tippy said this was an actual accountinq, and was for $15,000. 
He said the coal tax over sight committee when first organized 
did not have any money. The legislature gave them the authority 
to bill the coal board for their expenses. They prepared an 
estimated budget of $29,000. The actual expenses were $15,000. 
Of this money he gave a break down of the percentages and the 
other expenses. Testimony attached, He said Senator Manning 
had taken him to Washington D, C. to give testimony at a hearing, 
and that accounted for the out of state travel. In answer to a 
question he said there is a bill up to continue this for 2 
more years, but it is still in the House. 

SEXATE BILL 217. Senator Healy thanked the committee for per- 
mitting him additional hearing time, and introduced Mr. Louis 
Forsell, an attorney and an assistant to Arnold Olson when he 
was Attorney General. He spoke on the amendment that had been 
passed by the ~egislature which conflicted with the law. He 
said that one said it must be limited to $150 per month and the 
other talked about gainful employment. He bad prepared the 
opinion which was passed down, and since the Legislature had not 
changed the law since then, it was still a garbled law and any 
interpretation Was subject to question. 

Mr. Ernie Post, staff representative of the AFL-CIO said they 
had always taken a position that the companies should take care 
of their own occupational disease people, but since the legis- 
lature had passed the law that made the state responsible, 
then the state should take care of them properly. He passed 
out the sheet on the number of silicotic widows and the age 
groupings. 

Mr. Norman Grossfield, Workman's Compensation gave a history of 
the law and his interpretation of it which he said he would 
feel comfortable about defending in any court. He said he had 
given the committee a full report which they had and is filed 
with previous minutes. 

Dr. Strizich, Helena medical internist, said he had worked with 
the Workman's Comp, and had examined many of the recipients. He 
told how silicosis was contracted, how it was found by X-rays 
and oxygen tests in the blood, and the amount of disability 
that had been incurred. 
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iIe said chronic pulminary disease is the biggest cause oE 
people having to draw disability pension before they would 
norn~ally do so. He said most of it was due to cigarette smoke, 
and most silicotics also smoked cigarettes. 

Senator Nealy said Ruby Bastian, Marysville, is working at 
scrubbing floors and baby sitting, she also lives in a poor 
dwelling since it is rent free. She could not he here today 
since she is working the election board and needs the money. 

Mr. John Bell speaking for himself said he knew Mrs. Bastian 
and said her social security check was between $103 and $105 
per month. In answer to a question from Senator Nelson he said 
she has one daughter. 

Dr. Strizick said with better ventilation in the mines, open 
pit mining, and better information on silicosis there is not 
as many cases now. He said a silicotic is highly prone to 
T. B. 

On a question in regard to whether silicotics now come under 
the Occupational Disease Act, and are covered by Workman's 
Compensation, Mr. Grossfield said many do not meet the re- 
strictive provisions of the act. He said the provisions 
were harder to meet, such as a claimsnt must have been sub- 
jected to silicotic conditions for at least 1,000 hours, and 
within so many years of applying for the benefits. If they 
were ineligible, they could be added to the program covered 
in this bill. 

HOUSE BILL 444 was explained by Representative Estenson. She 
said this would amend the law, specifically on page 3, lines 
4 and 5. She said it takes 5 to 7 months to get a finding of 
facts ruling, then it quite often would go to court. This 
bill would address itself to the time limit since many of the 
rulings were 5 to 7 months. 

Mr. Dave Sexton, Montana Educational Association spoke for the 
bill. He explained the back log of cases, and said this bill 
had been requested by them to attempt to speed up the finding 
of facts ruling. 

Bob Jenson, Administrator of the Board of Appeals said this 
bill was introduced at the request of the MEA, and while they 
would do anything they could to speed up the delay, they just 
were a long way behind. We will hear them all, but it might be 
a year. 

In answer to some questions from the committee he said there 
was an increased work load from both the boards and the teachers. 
He said he was not sure about the 90 day limit. T f  transcripts 
had to be typed, it was impossible since they were to lengthy 
to get finished in time. 

Jerry Painter, Staff Attorney said the time might be hard to 
meet since they needed a more definite statement and that might 
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c u t  down on t i m e .  Also  i f  t h e y  d i d  n o t  have t o  work from t r a n s -  
cript-~ t h e  t i m e  c o u l d  be c u t  down. 

S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n  asked a b o u t  the $105 ,000  f o r  t h e  b iennium,  and 
M r .  J enson  s a i d  t h e  o n l y  way t h e y  c o u l d  meet t h e  3 0  days  was 
t o  have two p e o p l e  working f u l l  t i m e  on t h e  c a s e s .  

The mee t ing  w a s  a d j o u r n e d ,  and a mee t ing  c a l l e d  f o r  adjournment  
today .  

,, i 
-. 

6 2- ,-) -- 
SENATOR THIES%, x a i r m a n  
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CIiAIRMAN 

ROhE W t B E R  
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CODC L O M ~ 1 6 6 l 0 l i C H  

ROBERT PLRSON 
DIRECTOR. REStAHCH 

March 7, 1977 

'Po : Representative Bob Marks 

From: Rosie Weber 

Re : Reimbursement of Coal Tax Oversight Committee Expenses 
(1975-77 biennium) 

The breakdown of the $15,000 reimbursement for Coal Tax Oversight 
Committee expenses is as follows: 

Staff Assistance and Centralized Services 
Professional staff (Tippy); secretarial 
assistance; postage; printing of minutes 
and final report $ 9,295 

Travel 
In-State (5 meetings) 
Out-of-State 

You may recall that the Coal Tax Oversight Committee originally 
requested an amount of $29,000 for the biennium from the Council. 
They were prepared to deposit this amount in our Council appropri- 
ation on a quarterly basis. It just seemed better to wait and see 
what the actual expenditures were before any money changed hands. 

If I can provide further informati~n, please let me know. 



WIDOWS OF SILICOTIC BENEFICIARIES 
WHOSE HUSBANDS DIED BEFORE MARCH, 1974 

I n  order t o  provide some benef i ts  t o  widows no t  rece iv ing payments under the 
f i r s t  po r t i on  of the Program, the Leg is la ture  granted widows o f  s i l f c o t i c  beneficia- 
r i e s  whose husband d ied before March, 1974, monthly payments equal t o  one-half (1/2) 
the monthly payment made t o  s i l i c o t i c s .  When the b i l l  passed the Legis lature,  the 
D iv i s ion  i d e n t i f i e d  549 married claimants who d ied p r i o r  t o  March, 1974, Le t t e r s  
were sent t o  the widows o f  these clajmants and rep l i es  from 241 were received and 
approved fo r  benef i ts  e f f e c t i v e  July 1, 1975. Many o f  the widows d i d  not  r e p l y  t o  
the i n i t i a l  contact. As o f  fiovember 30, 1976, 256 widows receive bene f i t s  under t h i s  
por t ion  o f  the Program. 

The fo l lowing schedules show the ages o f  these widows by various age groupings. 

!% - Number 

Age Percentage 

Total  100% 
I 



h c t b  14. There iq e new R.C.M. 8ectLop numbered 82-3710 Lhdt 
re& ap follpws: 

82-3710. Covnty land y l a ~ i s g  amojpbpw. rl) ?'he department uf 
c y m u n i t y  affairs 8hJI ~aqwlIy  dielribuw tq 911 the counties 111 the stake 
tila fuvcle in the county land plqnoing account. The furrdd shall be appoj- 
tiuned forty percent (40%) on the ratio 4f each oaunty's ponlon of the total 
land area of the ststa snd &ty perwnt (60%) g~ the ratic, of each count y'b 
portion of the tobl pgpulappn (5 the etate. 

(2) Counties recowing fund# under thro wdipn shtrll IILH? ~ u r h  f t ~ ~ t d s  

for the pl.lrpaeee of meking IpvenLar~rte of land cutegarlee wilhln their 
bu&e j e e  end of cleeaifyIpg , bnda , for taxation and planaing probvajns 

(3) T b r e  i a  ap ropriatrtd to the dti arttnsllt uf prn~nunity affa~rs fur 
the purpoaea of. t g ie pewn dl t h g  f wl& iu thq munty lapd plaonljrg 
account foy the blenqiurn @iny JW 80, li377. 

(4) At the end of eacb fiwl year the goverorng txdy of the affected 
couuty shall provide an ewunting af how ttie moneys were s ~ x n t  111 n 
form acceptable to the deportment of Wlnmunlty affairs Any s u r p l w  of 
prorated funds shall revurt @ the crducatjon trwt fund nccuuni. 

Section 15. ielativg review commitwe (1) There is  a select lnrrrlii1 

mmrnittee at the fegiBcslat(lre, rmpased and appointed as pruv~drd  usdcl 
wction 43-716, R.O.M. $947. from the standing curnlartttttta 011 taxattolr 

(2) The select cotnnrittee ahall Mvlaw the proflame author~u.d urldcr 
&na& Bill 86, enate  Bill 67, pnd House Bill 642, mn nuch prugrciuns dte 

mtabli~hed and implemenbd. The mluct cornlnltttte niay also review ille 
lmpact of the severlrnce and goae proceedtl taxes upon the coal 111dublr~ 

(3) The depa~tmt ln te  uf reventla, h~ghwnys, natural resuulces ~ i n d  
conarvation, and gornmunity affairs, and the con1 b r d  sliall f u ~  111sh 1 1 ~  
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