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NINUTES OF THE MEETIYG 
FINANCE AND CLAIYS 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 
A p r i l  4 ,  1977 

The t w e n t y  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  and  C la ims  Com- 
mittee m e t  on t h e  a b v e  d a t e  i n  room 3 3 1  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l .  
The m e e t i n g  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  8 : 0 8  by S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n ,  
Chairman.  R o l l  c a l l  a t t a c h e d ,  

IIOUSE BILL 407 w a s  e x p l a i n e d  by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lory .  H e  s a i d  
t h i s  would n o t  cost  a n y  money. I t  would p l a c e  a  p o c k e t  i n t o  
which  s u c h  f u n d s  as  s t u d e n t  t o  f i t  so t h e y  c o i n c i d e  i n  t h e  
s y s t e m .  H e  s a i d  t h e  CUBA s y s t e m  i s  s t r i c t l y  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t i e s  
CIBUS i s  t h e  a c c o u n t  se t  uo  as a c o u n t y  f u n d  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  
S t a t e  money i n  t h e  c o u n t y  s y s t e m ,  a n d  o n  some t h i n g s  t h e  d u a l  
s y s t e m  d o e s  n o t  match  up.  Q u e s t i o n s  were a s k e d  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  it 
r e l a t e s  o n l y  t o  f o u n d a t i o n  moneys,  a n d  Rep. Lory s a i d  no--we 
j u s t  f i n d  a  p l a c e  t o  p u t  s p e c i a l  f u n d s .  The q u e s t i o n  was a s k e d  
i s  t o  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  a s u n s e t  c l a u s e ,  o r  why it was i n  
it. H e  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  was a n  a t t e m p t  t o  see how it c o u l d  be 
worked o u t ,  and  p o s s i b l y  l a t e r  t h e y  would e i t h e r  change  it t o  
f i t  t h e  Y a t i o n a l  A u d i t  o r  i f  it worked o u t  w e l l ,  t o  p a s s  t h e  
b i l l  a g a i n .  
IIOUSE BILL 5  5.  
No one  was h e r e  t o  t o  e x p l a i n  t h i s  b i l l ,  and  t h e  commi t t ee  f e l t  
i t  needed  an  e x p l a n a t i o n .  

HOUSE BILL 105 .  T h e r e  was no  one  h e r e  t o  e x p l a i n  t h i s  b i l l  and  
t h e  commi t t ee  f e l t  it n e e d e d  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n .  

HOUSE B I L L  547.  X o t i o n  by S e n a t o r  Thomas, Second by S e n a t o r  
F a s b e n d e r  t h a t  House B i l l  547  b e  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  V o t e d ,  p a s s c d ,  
unanimous.  T i m e :  8 : 3 3  A.Y.  S e n a t o r  Lockrem a b s e n t .  

S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  S e n a t o r  Healy  was v e r y  unhappy,  
w i s h e d  t o  have  two p e o p l e  p l u s  a l a w y e r  on  SB 217 ,  a n d  w h i l e  
he  had  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  d e a d  l i n e  would b e  p a s t  and  it would 
h a v e  t o  be t a k e n  up  u n d e r  a  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  t h e  r u l e s  i n  t h e  Sen-  
a t e ,  h e  had  p r o m i s e d  S e n a t o r  Healy  t o  b r i n g  it back  t o  c o m m i t t e e  
and  he would g i v e  him 1 5  m i n u t e s .  

HOUSE BILL 55. T h i s  i s  a b i l l  t o  p u t  t h e  money back  i n t o  t h e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  t h a t  had  b e e n  l o a n e d  t o  t h e  C o a l  Tax Over-  
S i g h t  C o m m i t t e e .  They now had t h e  money t o  pay  it b a c k ,  a n d  
f e l t  i t  s h o u l d  be done  t h r o u g h  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a s  a  f u n d  t r a n s -  
f e r .  Q u e s t i o n s  were  a s k e d  by  t h e  committee, and  it w a s  f e l t  
they wou1.d l i k e  t o  have  M r .  T ippy  come up tomarrow and  e x p l a i n  
it t o  t h e  commi t t ee  

HOUSE BILL 6 4 6  was d i s c u s s e d .  P o s s i b l e  amendments w e r e  d i s -  
c u s s e d  o n  page  1, l i n e  1 9  and p a g e  3 ,  l i n e  9 .  S e n a t o r  S m i t h  
s a i d  he  had  t a l k e d  t o  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s  i n  h i s  a r e a ,  and  a s  
soon a s  t h e y  h a u l e d  a  p e r s o n  on  t h e i r  b u s  a s  a  p u b l i c  p e r s o n ,  
t h e y  had t o  a p p l y  t o  t h e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission f o r  a cer- 
t i f i c a t e ,  and  t o  buy p r o h i b i t i v e  i n s u r a n c e .  



SENATE FINANCE AND CLAIYS A p r i l  4 ,  1977 Page 2 

Motion by S e n a t o r  Thomas, s e c o n d ' b y  S e n a t o r  K o l s t a d  t h a t  House 
B i l l  6 4 6  do  n o t  p a s s .  

D i s c u s s i o n  fo l lowed  and S e n a t o r  Regan s a i d  s h e  f e l t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  
be a n  amendment. She f e l t  t h i s  money wqs i m p o r t a n t ,  and t h a t  
B i l l i n g s  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  r e a l l y  needed it. She moved t o  s t r i k e  + on page  1, l i n e  9 and i n s e r t  " a l l " .  Second by S e n a t o r  H i m s l .  
F u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  f o l l o w e d ,  A c a l l  was made t o  C u r t  N i c h o l s  
t o  see i f  t h i s  money was a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  s u b  committee budge t  
f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  On t h e  answer t h a t  it had been p r o v i d e d  
f o r ,  S e n a t o r s  H i m s l  and Regan removed t h e  second and t h e  mot ion .  
The o r i g i n a l  mot ion  was v o t e d  on for d o  n o t  concur  i n ,  and it 
p a s s e d ,  r o l l  c a l l  a t t a c h e @ .  

HOUSE B I L L  105. Ron S v i t h ,  a s s i s t a n t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  A u d i t  
and Account ing  Department  i n  t h e  Department  of  Revenue e x p l a i n e d  
t h i s  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  t h e  p r e s e n t  laws have them keep two sets o f  
books. One i s  t h e  r e v o l v i n g  fund and t h e  o t h e r  i s  t h e  e a r  marked 
fund.  H e  s a i d  t o  r e - s t o c k  t h e  l i q u o u r  s t o r e ,  e tc . ,  t h e y  u s e  t h e  
money from t h e  r e v o l v i n g  f u n d ,  b u t  money must he  t r a n s f e r r e d  from 
t h i s  fund t o  t h e  e a r  marked fund i n o r d e r  t o  pay t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
c o s t s ,  s a l a r i e s ,  etc.  They would l i k e  t o  wipe o u t  t h e  e a r  marked 
fund ,  pay e x p e n s e s  o u t  o f  t h e  r e v o l v i n g  f u n d ,  and c u t  down on t h e  
bookkeeping w h i l e  r a i s i n g  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  of  t h e  o f f i c e .  I t  was 
b r o u g h t  o u t  t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  e a r  marked f u n d s  c o u l d  n o t  be 
i n v e s t e d  t o  draw any i n t e r e s t .  They j u s t  s a t .  

Motion by S e n a t o r  Fasbender ,  second by S e n a t o r  Flynn t h a t  
House B i l l  105 DO PASS. Voted and p a s s e d  unanimous. T i m e :  9:14 
A.M. S e n a t o r  Fasbender  a s k e d  t h a t  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  remind him o f  
t h e  t i m e  t o  c a r r y  t h i s  b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n  reminded t h e  ~ o r y n i t t e e  t h a t  t h e  b i g  b i l l  would 
be o v e r  h e r e  and h e  would l i k e  t o  have t h e  sub  commit tees  be  
r e a d y  t o  s t a r t  g o i n g  t h r o u g  it Wednesday. H e  s a i d  t h e y  would 
qo t h r o u g h  HB 1 4 5  t h e  way it appeafed i n  t h e  b i l l .  

The mee t ing  ad journed .  

- 
SENATOR THIESSEN, Chairman 
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