MINUTES OF THE MEETING
EDUCATION COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE SENATE

April 2, 1977

The thirty~fourth meeting of the Senate Education Committee was
called to order by Senator Chet Blaylock, Chairman, on the above
date, in Room 402 of the State Capitol Building at 11:00 o'clock
A. M. ‘

ROLL CALL: All members of  -the Committee were present, with the
exception of Senator Bill Thomas who was excused.

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL No. 447: An act to submit to the
qualified electors of Montana an amendment to Article VI, Sections
1, 2, 3, 4, 6, and 7, and Article X, Sections 4 and 9, of the
Montana Constitution to abolish the office of Superintendent of
Public Instruction; or an alternative amendment to Article X, Sec-
tion 9, of the Montana Constitution to abolish the Board of Public
Education.

Senator George McCallum, District 12, was called on to present

his testimony. He explained the purpose of his Bill was to give
the people a choice by putting the issue on the ballot of abolish-
ing the elected State Superintendent or the appointed Board of
Public Education, or a third alternative of retaining both offices.
Reason for the third choice was explained in a letter submitted
and attached hereto from Diana Dowling, Legislative Council attorney,
together with a letter from JoAnn Woodgerd, office of the Secre-
tary of State, advising this issue could be put on the ballot for
all county elections, also attached. He felt this matter should
be finally settled since it had caused so much friction and con-
flict for so long and was too important for the Committee to de-
cide on its own. : ‘

Proponents of the Bill included:

Harriet Meloy, Board of Public Education, stated they had discharged
the duties given them to the best of their ability, but perhaps
someone else should decide the matter.

Alve Thomas, Deputy State Superintendent, said if this issue was

put on the ballot Br the electoriate to choose, they have no ob-
jection. :

No witnesses appeared in opposition to the Bill.

In discussion, Senator Warden expressed her opinion that the Com-
mittee should study this and decide as they had more knowledge
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than the general public about what the intracacies of the situa-
tion were. Senator Smith thought the public was better informed

and involved in such matters and should not be underestimated.
Senator Fasbender commented that the voting public would not vote

to take away an elected office; that the Committee was more educated
on the matter and suggested an interium study by made to expedite

an intelligent decision next session, which was endorsed by Senator
Warden. Senator Blaylock mentioned a recent study costing about
$250,000 of the higher education systems in the State, for which
they could derive no usable information.

Discussion of interium studies was carried on to considerable ex-
tent, together with the aspects of the political issue involving
HB 69 and the vocational education programs and funding,; an audit
of both the Board and the Superintendent, the evaluations of vo ed
centers and the possibility of having a comprehensive interium
study as being compatible with this Bill.

Senator McCallum moved that Senate Bill 447 DO PASS; motion was
seconded and carried by majority vote, with Senators Blaylock,
Mathers, Fasbender and Warden voting "no".

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 816: Staff attorney Bobinski sent over
the proposed amendments with the Committee.

Senator Smith moved that the amendments as shown on the attached
Standing Committee Report numbered 1 through 6, and 8 through 14,
BE ADOPTED; motion was seconded and unanimously carried,

Senator Dunkle moved that the proposed amendment No. 7 as shown
on the attached Standing Committee Report BE ADOPTED, motion was
seconded and carried unanimously.

Senator Fasbender moved that House Bill 816 AS AMENDED, BE CON-
CURRED IN; motion was seconded and carried unanimously. Senator
Smith will carry the Bill on the floor.

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION No. 84: As a companion
measure to HB 816, Senator Dunkle moved that HJR 84 BE CONCURRED
IN; motion was seconded and unanimously carried, Senator Dunkle
will carry the Resolution on the floor.

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION No. 75: An amendment §hown
on the attached Standing Committee Report was proposed and dis-
cussed. '

Senator Smith moved that HJR 75 AS AMENDED, BE CONCURRED IN; mo-
tion was seconded and carried by majority, with Senator Dunkle
voting "no". Senator Murray will carry the Resolution on the floor.

Senator Mathers announced thét Mrs. Meloy and Mrs. King of the
Board of Public Education had contacted him and that they had a
proposal they wished to present to the Committee,
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Harriet Meloy stated the Board would like to be designated as the
sole agency to be responsible for all of the vo ed program on the
postsecondary level and leave secondary education in the OSPI.

Discussion touched on the previously recommended interium study,
the possible friction this move might create; and Senator Mathers
commented the Board now has an executive officer because of the
passage of SB 138, Visitation of vo ed centers was also suggested.

Chairman Blaylock stated he would entertain a motion to take HB 69
off the table at the next meeting of the Committee on April 5th.

ADJOURNMENT ;

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:00 PM.

Chet Blaylock
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NN

Senator Paul Boylan

Senator Larry Fasbender
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ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT ) 31313“3, 5§bn'x ‘ DIRECTOR, RESEARCH
ROBERTA MOODY
DIRECTOR, LEGISLATIVE BERVICES (406) 449 3064
March 21, 1977 -
TO: Senator McCallum ﬂ AR
FROM: Diana S. Dowling /%™ 4&@%4?‘ |
RE: Constitutional Amendment Concerning Public Education
SB is different from other constitutional amendments that

have been prepared this year because of the alternative given
to the voters. Most constltutlonal ‘amendments provide only
two choices, To amend the constltutlon as stipulated or Not To
amend the constltutlon.

The subject matter of Sb could be said to be whether To
amend the constitution to provide only one head of public “educa-
tion or Not to amend the constitution. However, if the voters
decide that they want only one head they must further decide
whether that head be the Superlntendent of Public Instruction

or the Board of Publlc Educatlon. -

I know of no other way to prepare such a constltutlonal amend-
ment. The alternatives must be presented at one time to the
voters so that they can vote on only one item, If you presented
separate questions it would be possible that they would vote to
abolish both the bo&rd and the superintendent's office and that
is not the intent of the blll. You also must allow the voters
to vote against amending the constltutlon.‘ If you gave them
only the first two alternatives, in. reality they would not be
voting whether or not to amend the constitution because that
would be a foregone conclusxon and they would just be voting

on which way to amend it. '

The bill appears compllcated but after examination it is very
simple:

Section 1 amends all parts of the constitution necessary
to strike references to the Board of Publlc Educatlon if the
people soO vote.




Senator McCallum
March 21, 1977
Page Two

Section 2 amends all parts of the constitution necessary
to strike references to the Superintendent 1f that is the
people's choice.

Section 3 prescribes the form of the ballot.

You should note that the ballot will contain nly the Title
and A., B., and C. of Section 3. - The voter pamphlet will con-
tain the entire body of the bill, as well as the Attorney
General's explanation and the arguments for and against the
measure, e Lol

The only similar type ballot was used when the new constitution
was voted on. If you remember the people had to vote on alter-
native issues regarding a unlcameral legislature, death penalty,
and gambling.

If I can be of further assistance, please advise.
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SENATE OOMMITTEE EDUCATION

Date April 2, 1977 SENATE Bill No. 447 Time

7 g

Senator Chet Blaylock, Chairman - L~

Senator Ed Smith, Vice Chairman

AN

Senator George McCallum

Senator Bill Mathers - L—

Senator William E. Murray

Senator Frank Dunkle

Senator Paul Boylan

Senator Larry Fasbender

YENNN

Senator Bill Thomas /2

Senator Margaret Warden Z—

/"J‘/'(/ ’
P
Jennie Lind Chet Blaylock

Secretary Chairman

Motion: Senator George McCallum moved that Senate Bill No. 447

DO PASS; motion was seconded and carried by majority vote, with

no

Senators Blaylock, Mathers, Fasbender and Warden voting

)

(include enough information on motion--put with yelLow copy of
camittee report.)
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Respectfully report as follows: That,.

Incroduced Bill,

DO PASS

L e - — o

STATE PUB. CO.
Helena, Mont.
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Chairman.
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6éu¢cféﬁv
vate_mhrch-—29, 1977 HOUSE

Bill No. 816 Time

NAME

‘?47"//”)"/’

éum)

Senator

Chet Blaylock, Chairman

Senator

Ed Smith, Vice Chairman

Senator

George McCallum

Senator

Bill Mathers

Senator

William E. Murray

Senator

Frank Dunkle

Senator

Paul Boylan

Senator

Larry Fasbender

Senator

Bill Thomas

Senator

Margaret Warden

X\\Y:t\\x\a

Jennie Lind

Secretary

Chet Blaylock
Chairmman |

Motion: Senator Larry Fasbender moved that House Bill No. 816

 AS AMENDED BE CONCURRED IN; motion was seconded and carried

by unanimous vote.

Senator Ed Smith will carry on thé floor. h‘?'

unchmkaenmxﬁx1nﬁmmatnxxannntuxr—pm:wiﬂlyelhwvoqarof
camittee report.)



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

eeer et enen. Apxild. 2. .. 9 17 .

MR. e PREAIREIT £
We, YOUr COMMITIEE ON .vvrerirvrarirarierirsnssstssessnsssres KDWATI,QN‘ ................ DTN URO DR
having had under consideration ........vcevvsersenee . ............ oo HQUBE..... Bill No. BL4,. ..
Respectfully report as follows: That.......cccceeressssennnen S pormsgassessasaa srnssaninnsisnassrsssanress HOQUSE......... Bill No. B816.a.......

Third Reading Bill, be amended as follows: '

1. Amend page 3, section 1,_1199'22.f
Following: *handicapped,” =~ ' =
strike: “geriously”

LY

2. hmend page 5, section 1,711né‘3'th£999h5‘1n9 11 on page 6.
Following: Jine 2 o T
Strike: line 3 on page 5 through line 11 on page & in thelr

entire AR
~genliition exhibitiug

Insert: ~“ "Emotionally disturbed” means & epnd
one or more of the following characteristice to a4 marked degree
and over a long period of téme: an inmability to learn which
cannot be explained by intellectual, sensory, or health factors;
an inability to build or maiutsip satisfactory interpersonal re-
iationships with pears and teachers; lnappropriats types of
vehavior or feelings under normal circumstances; a gemeral per-
vasive mood of unhappiness or depression; or a tendency to

ROPAEE

it iansbaiveiess popensprans erageensnsesaes Ch' ..................
e "» ‘ - airman.
STATE PUB. CO. :

Helena, Mont.
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House Bill 816 | |

2. Continued:

develop physical nynptons. paias, or fnn:- associated with per-
sonal or school problems. The term doss not include children

who are socially maladjusted. The amotionally disturbed category
way include students who also may have besn diaghoeed by appropri-
ate spsclalists as autistic, pt tic, seoiopathic, or schiso-
phrenic. An onotionally dist child's disorders are not
primarily ths result of problems with wisual acuity, hearing
ismpairment, physical handionpa. gultural or instruotional tactoxa.
or asntal retardation, “Emotionally disturbed* refers to a per-
son who has been identified, basad on a gomprehensive evaluation,
as having cbservable bshavieral patterns which seriously inhibit
the acadenic and sociesl or smctional growth of the individual or
the sducational rights of others to the point that supportive
services are required, These bshavioral patterns msy include:

(a) excessive physical ar verbal aggression toward oneself
or others and a lack of rasponse eg regular educatiocnal
intervention;

(b) high frequency of persistent Lnnttoation to academic
or social tasks associated with regular classroom pex-
formance; and

(o) persistent withdrawal from peer or adult interactions
associated with the expacted sogial dnvnlopn‘at in a
regular eduoational nnvitonnnnt.

Renumber: All -nbaoqnunc lnbsaotious
3. Amand page 6, section 1, line 28,

Pollowing:s ©*
Insert: “or"*

4., Amend page 8, loatlcn 2, line 5.
Following: °“A*

strike: “FULL"

Insert: -;%%%b _

P Amend page ’a '.mm 3’ line 7.
Following: “"serve the"

sctrike: “speoial education”
Insert; 'EmgIamJ‘i ‘
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House BLll B16 |

o. Amend page 1ll, section 4, llnn 6.
Following: line 5

Strike: “that"”

Insexts “who*

T Anend page 13. .Qmon " lm ”
¥Yollowing: 80255592 1,

Eexikes *197 ‘

Insert:s "1977"

§. Awuend page 1§, lgction 7. lines 16 thnough 18.
Yollowing: line 18
Strike: lines 16 throngh 18 in their nnttrnty

9. Amend page 10, section 12, line 6.
Following: “CLAS8"

Scrike: “SHALLY

Insext: “MA

16. Awmend page 22, section 13, lines 24 and 28,
Yollowing: "déseries®

Strike: “in order fulfill the responsibilities of their
Eg desc % tion"

partigular j ﬁ P '
Insert: “on. an erant basis from school to school or district
to distriot" | -

11. Amend page 23, section 13, line 2.
Foljowing: "pate"

Strike: “Leaais” .

Insarts “adileage :lt.'

12. Amend page 23, -.ctton 13. Linpo 3 th:ouqh 6.
following: putpc [
Strike: lines 3 through 6 in thatt nuttx.ty

13. Amend pugc 26, section 13. 11nn l‘.
rolloving; b 1) o R
strike: phyalaally e :
Pollowing: “studants"

Inserty “who need up.clal tacllitiol"
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House Bill 816 |

1. Amend page 27, section 13, line 4, '
rollowing: “FOR" L T
Inserts *DISTRICT-OWNMED" |

;D A8 8O AMENDED, BE CONCURKED IM

/ . ‘ (/'
&t 3‘ oo ',b .

CARN

Chet Blaylock, Chairman
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( (/(J N (
Datc_w, 1977 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTNo. 84 Time

NAME

é’/:ﬁj - ;{€L¢u

YES N

Senator

Chet Blaylock, Chairman

Senator

Ed Smith, Vice Chairman

Senator

George McCallum

Senator

Bill Mathers

Senator

William E. Murray

Senator

Frank Dunkle

Senator

Paul Boylan

Senator

Larry Fasbender

Senator

Bill Thomas

Senator

Margaret Warden

i\\\tiii\

Jennie Lind

Secretary

~ Chet Blaylock

Motion: Senator Frank Dunkle moved that Hoﬁse Joint Resolution

No. 84 BE CONCURRED IN; motion'was seconded and carried by

unanimous vote.

Senator Dunkle will carry on the' floor.

(include enough information on mtxm-—put with yellcw cow of
camittee report.)

o
[N



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

S . 22 & & N S wll
MR. . PRESIDENT ..o,

We, your committee on e s s EWCM'IOW .....................................................................
having had under consideration ........ revsenenne S - ) ;,,.KQW”\’QM,W,.QLMION Bill No. 84’
Respectfully report as follows: That.......oeerreeiceceennecsin HOUSE,ngﬂTEESOLU?ION Bill No...g..f‘f.." ..........

third Reading Bill, R |
3
[} i .
DOsRASE BE CONCURRED IH
’ 5 .I..‘;r-ji....v ....................
" Chairman.

STATE PUB. CO.
Helena, Mont.
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patc_March 26, 1977 HOUSE JOINT RESQLUT.No._75 Time
| @“7,7“/1;/‘//)1' -
& e
NAME . YES
Senator Chet Blaylock, Chairman L
__Senator Ed Smith, Vice Chairman‘ L
Senator George McCallum ~
Senator Bill Mathers L
Senator William E. Murray s
Senator Frank Dunkle L
Senator Paul Boylan L
Senator Larry Fasbender L~
Senator Bill Thomas P
Senator Margaret Warden / _—

Jennie Lind

Secretary

Motion: Senator Ed Smith moved that House Joint Resclution No.

Chet Blaylock

Chairman

75

AS AMENDED, BE CONCURRED IN; motion was seconded and carrled

by majority vote, w1th Senator Dunkle Votlng "no"

Senator Murray will carry on the floor;

{include enough information on motion--put with yellow copy of
camnittee report.)
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s hotissegsesrese e April 2, g 17
VIR PRESIOLUT, .
We, your COMMITIEE. ON .c.veeeeeiieeierirrereeneeinens pevees KD{JCA&ION ..... ' .., ...... et SR .
having had under consideration ......c.cweccveeerireeeneearess “‘...,,..;.I.‘.-.' ..... HOU&E.JQMBESQLWIQN Bill No. 15, ...
v
Respectfully report as follows: That HOUSE JOINT RE

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. Amend pgge 3, 11&0 59 oo o ,
Pollowing: '(i)'"j: ' ‘ | \
Strike: “develop” _ L E

Insert: “utilize wultidisciplinarygnpptogqhggsin"

B
oo o Y

PRERE AUD AS 50 AMENDED, BE CONCURRED IN

STATE PUB, CO.

AAAAAAAAAAAAA



