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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
FINANCE AND CLAIMS 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 
March 31, 1977 

The e i g h t e e n t h  meet ing  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  and Claims Com- 
m i t t e e  m e t  on t h e  above d a t e  i n  room 331 o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l .  
R o l l  c a l l  was t a k e n ,  and t h e  mee t ing  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  
8:10 by S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n ,  Chairman. H e  s a i d  w e  had h e a r d  
House B i l l  547 y e s t e r d a y ,  b u t  some o f  t h e  committee members 
had had q u e s t i o n s  on it. 

M r .  S t o c k t o n  s a i d  he had b r o u g h t  a  copy o f  t h e  r u l e s  and r e y -  
u l a t i o n s ,  2 c o p i e s  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  law,  a  copy of  t h e  s t a t e  law 
i n  d r a f t  form and s i n c e  t h e y  were s h o r t  would l i k e  t o  have most 
o f  them back.  H e  a l s o  p r e s e n t e d  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  budge t  a s  t h e y  
saw it. A copy o f  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  a t t a c h e d .  

M r .  B i l l  E r n s t ,  OSPI, was p r e s e n t .  H e  had been manager o f  t h e  
s u r p l u s  warehouse and s a l e s  s i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n  27 y e a r s  ago.  

M r .  P h i l  Ward, OSPI, showed a  v i s u a l  c h a r t  and e x p l a i n e d  it. 
H e  s a i d  t h e y  would be c o n s i d e r e d  r e g i o n  9  i n s t e a d  o f  r e g i o n  
8 and f e l t  it more a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  have  t h i s  f u n c t i o n  t r a n s -  
f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  Department r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  
E d u c a t i o n a l  Department  where it h a s  been.  H e  s a i d  some o f  t h e  
s u r p l u s  w i l l  be p u t  i n t o  a  c a t a l o g  a s  r e p o r t a b l e ,  o t h e r s  w i l l  be 
u n r e p o r t a b l e ,  and t h e y  would be d e a l i n g  w i t h  b o t h .  H e  t o l d  
of  t h e  s c r e e n e r s  who have t o  s e e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  and f i n d  o u t  i f  it 
i s  a s  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  i s  r e a d y  f o r  u s e ,  e tc .  Under t h e  new law i t  
i s  t h e  d e s i r e s  o f  Congress  t h a t  t h e  donees  would do much o f  t h i e r  
own s c r e e n i n g  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  H e  s a i d  t h e r e  would be 
2,400 donees  under  t h e  new r e g u l a t i o n s ,  and he d i d  n o t  have any 
i d e a  how many e l i g i b l e  donees  i n  a  s u b  c a t e g o r y  such  a s  c i t y  
p a r k s  f o r  example. H e  s a i d  t h e  s c r e e n e r  h a s  t o  be  c e r t i f i e d  and 
must have a n  a u t h o r i z e d  form from t h e  agency.  H e  s a i d  t h e  
6/30/76 i n v e n t o r y  showed $743,691, t h e  v a l u e  i s  $1,119,824.  
I n  27 y e a r s  over  $30 m i l l i o n  i n  v a l u e  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  
Montana. H e  s a i d  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  F e d e r a l  Agencies  
$930,904, o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  a g e n c i e s  $32,437 and o v e r s e a s  b a s e s  
$103,022.  There  h a s  been up t o  t h e  law change,  900 e l i g i b l e  
donees .  H e  t o l d  o f  t h e  r e c o r d s  t h a t  have  t o  be k e p t ,  how t h e  
equipment  i.s f o l l o w e d  t h r o u g h ,  and g e n e r a l l y  p e r m i s s i o n  i s  g i v e n  
i n  t h e  end f o r  junk ing  it. 

M r .  S t o c k t o n  s a i d  he f e l t  t h e r e  would b e  a  need f o r  a n  a d d i t -  
i o n a l  s t a f f  of 4 p e o p l e  now and 3 l a t e r .  They had done a  l o t ,  
b u t  c o u l d  no  l o n g e r  h a n d l e  t h i s  e x t r a .  

I n  answer t o  q u e s t i o n s  M r .  E r n s t  s a i d  t h e r e  i s  a  l o t  o f  t r a v e l  
i n v o l v e d  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s c r e e n e r s ,  b u t  t h e y  were hoping t o  
g e t  more donees  t o  i n s p e c t  t h e i r  own. 

There  was d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  chang ing  t h e  r u l e s  
t o  l e t  t h e  b i l l  go t h r o u g h  which would change t h e  s u r p l u s  bus- 
i n e s s  o v e r  t o  t h e  Department  o f  ~ d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and M r .  Saxbye 
said McOmber had a  COPY now and would know i n  t h e  n c g t  few 
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d a y s .  H e  t o l d  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  chang ing  warehouses  be- 
f o r e  t h e  l i q u o u r  warehouse was f i l l e d  w i t h  documents ,  o f  u s i n g  
a s w i t c h  s o  t h e r e  was room f o r  b o t h .  H e  s a i d  t h e y  would have t o  
go S L O W ,  b u t  f e l t  t h e  ground shou ld  he p r e p a r e d  now. 

S e n a t o r  I I i m s l  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  i s  o n l y  on t h e  r e v o l v i n g  f - ~ n d ,  and 
if i t  canno t  be anaended t h e n  it would seem l o g i c a l  t o  p z s s  t h i s  
t r i l l  i f  i t  kfei-t: needed and t o  worry a b o u t  t h e  o t h s r  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  
g e t  a s u s p e n s i o n  o f  t h e  r u l e s .  

S e n a t o r  Smith  asked  what t h e  h a n d l i n g  c h a r g e  had been,  and M r .  
E r n s t  s a i d  t h e y  charged  6 . 9 %  and it might  have t o  go  up t o  7 . 5  
o r  9 %  w i t h  t h e  chanqes .  H e  s a i d  t h e y  had a lways  been se l f -  
s u p p o r t i n q .  

A mot ion  was made by S e n a t o r  H i m s l  t o  move House R i l l  5 4 7  o u t  
w i t h  a  do p a s s  recommendation.   is cuss ion f o l l o w e d ,  and S e n a t o r  
H i m s l  withdrew h i s  motion.  S e n a t o r  Smith  s a i d  he f e l t  it was 
v e r y  good t o  have an  o p e r a t i o n  overhead  o f  o n l y  6 . 9 %  and s t i l l  
show a s m a l l  p r o F i t .  

House B i l l  2 8 3  and 2 5 4  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d .  Vot ion  by S e n a t o r  
Fasbender  t h a t  IIOUSE BILLS 2 8 3  and 2 3 4  do p a s s .  Second by Sen- 
a t o r  3egan.  D i s c u s s i o n  was h e l d  on what t \e  c i t i e s  and t h e  
towns would do i f  t h e r e  was no a d d i t i o n a l  r evenue  f o r  them. 

A v o t e  w a s  t a k e n  on t h e  mot ion ,  r o l l  c a l l  a t t a c h e d ,  mot ion  
p a s s e d .  

Motion by S e n a t o r  Boylan,  second by S e n a t o r  Nelson t h a t  w e  h o l d  
t h i s  b i l l  i n  committee f o r  2 days  u n t i l  w e  l e a r n  more o f  a n o t h e r  
b i l l  t h a t  might  g i v e  some funds  t o  c i t i e s  and towns.  Voted ,  
t h e  rnotion passed  unanimously.  

The mee t ing  was a d j o u r n e d .  
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