
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

. ~ 

March 29, 1977 

The t h i r t y - f o u r t h  meeting o f  @he Senate  P u b l i c  Health,  
Welfare and S a f e t y  ~ o m m i t t e e  was caLled t o  o r d e r  i n  Room 405  of 
t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing  by ~hairmaq Stan  Stephens  on Tuesday, 
March 2 8 ,  a t  approximately  ll;Bg A.M, 

ROLL CALL: A l l  members pf thebCommit tee  were p r e s e n t .  

CONSIDERATrON OF EIOUSE BXLL 455;  C$airman Stephens tu rned  
t h e  meet ing over  t o  R e p r e s e n ~ p t i v e  veloy, who in t roduced  h i s  
b i l l  a s  one which would correct 9 d e f i c i e n c y  which a r o s e  when 
t h e  Uniform Proba te  Code was passe@. The b i l l  w i l l  make a  
t e c h n i c a l  change i n  that ,qow,  the  At torney  General  does  n o t  
r e c e i v e  n o t i c e  o f  a l i e n  h e i r s  i n  e s c h e a t d e s t a t e s  - i f  b i l l  
passed,  n o t i c e  would be demanded o f  t h e  pe r sona l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
o r  s p e c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  Said n o t i c e  would be g iven  t h e  
At torney  General  w i t h i n  30 days  of c o v p l e t i n g  and f i l i n g  
t h e  i nven to ry  and s t a t emen t  o f  va lue .  The n o t i c e  would inc lude  
t h e  names and a d d r e s s e s  of  t h e  a l i e n  h e i r s ,  d e v i s e e s ,  l e g a t e e s ,  
o r  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  i n  t h e  estate; t h e  s h a r e  o r  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  
s h a r e  of  each  o f  t h e  a l i e n  h e i r s ;  t h e  s t a t e d  va lue  of  t h e  en- 
t i r e  e s t a t e .  

The o n l y  w i t n e s s  a t  t h i s  hea r ing  was Mike McGraff, r ep re -  
s e n t i n g  t h e  J u s t i c e  Department, who said  t h e  b i l l  ha s  a  v e r y  
l i m i t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n  and it op ly  a p p l i e s  i n  t h e  s t a t u t e  t h a t  i s  
r e f e r r e d  t o  on l i n e  1 4 ,  91A-2-rll t h a t  g t a t e s  t h a t  no person 
i s  d i s q u a l i f i e d  on t h e  b a s i s  of being gn a l i e n  h e i r  u n l e s s  
t h a t  coun t ry  i s  a coun t ry  i n  which t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  does  n o t  
have an e x i s t i n g  r e c i p r o s i t y  agreement wi th  ( t h a t  a p p l i e s  t o  
approximately  4 t o  5 c o u n t r i e s ) .  T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  a p p l i c a t i o n  
t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  ha s ,  Escheat& estates i s  where someone d i e s  
wi thout  h e i r s  t h a t  e s t a t e  reverts t o  t h e  S t a t e  of Montana by 
v i r t u e  of  e s c h e a t e .  

There were two q u e s t i o n s :  (1) how d i d  t h i s  b i l l  g e t  i n t o  
Pub l i c  Health!  and ( 2 )  why is t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h i s  b i l l  
upon passage r a t h e r  t han  the u s u a l  d a t e  f o r  b i l l s  (just i n  c a s e  
t h e r e  would be any eschea tpd  e s t a t e s  between now and Ju ly  1s t ) .  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 286: With t h e  hea r ing  room 
f i l l e d  t o  c a p a c i t y ,  Chairman Stephens  ~ p e n e d  t h e  hea r lng  on 
t h i s  b i l l  and t u r n e d  t h e  meeting- ove r  t o  ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Palmer. 
The R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ' s  opening tegtimopy on h i s  b i l l  was leng thy-  
t h e  b i l l ,  known by i t s  s h o r t  kXt le  as "The Montana Drug Produc t  
S e l e c t i o n  Act" would a l l o w  t h e  phgrmacis t s  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  a  
chemica l ly  i d e n t i c p l  drug produc t  in t h e  p l a c e  of  a more ex- 
pens ive  name brand i t e m ,  ( ~ ~ 6 '  @ h i b i t s  "A" ,  "B", and "C" . )  
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Witnesses  were a s  f o l l o w s ; '  

Rod Gudqel, Montana S t a t e  Pharmaceut ical  Assoc i a t i on  
J i m  Murray, Montana S t a t e  AFLTCIO 
Evelyn Johnson, Missoula Sr. C i t i z e n s  Center  
O l i v e r  Dahl, Execut ive  Direct~r, Montana s e n i o r  C i t i z e n s  Assn. 
M r s .  W.  L .  Thompson, Sen io r  Cente r  
S teve  Gunderson, r e p r e s e n t i n g  Montana Farmers '  Union 
Represen ta t ive  P o r t e r ,  B i l l i n g s  
Norman Howell 
~d Doiq, r e g i s t e r e d  phapnac i s t ,  L iv ings ton  
L.  T.  Loendorf,  Montana Medical Assoc i a t i on  
Brad S t o i c k ,  pharmacy and S t o i c k  Drug 
Gerald  Neely, Montana Medical @ s o c i a t i o n  
D r .  Agnew, B i l l i n g s  

Rod Gudgel, t e s t i f i e d  f i r s t ,  s ay ing  h i s  Assoc i a t i on  
conducted a  ma i l  b a l l o t  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  r e p e a l  of t h e  Anti-  
S u b s t i t u t i o n  laws p r i o r  t o  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  w i th  t h e  outcome being 
1 0 5  t o  4 5  i n  f avo r .  S e c t i o n s  10 and 11 of  t h i s  b i l l  d e a l  w i th  
r e p e a l  of t h e  a n t i - s u b s t i t u t i o n  laws and o f  cou r se ,  o u r  suppor t  
i n  t e r m s  of t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  p o s i t i o n .  However, some o t h e r  
s e c t i o n s  I would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t o  you a r e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e :  
on page 3 ,  l i n e s 1 0  and 11; House amendment t h a t  t h e  pharmacis t ,  
when s e l e c t i n g  a  drug f o r  s u b s t i t u t i o n  make a  de t e rmina t ion  
t h a t  t h e  drug  i s  t h e r a p e u t i c a l l y  b i o l e q u i v a l e n t  and b i o a v a i l a b l e .  
This  is  a  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  v i r t u a l l y  no p r a c t i c i n g  pharma- 
c i s t s  who a r e  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  make. The e f f e c t  o f  t h i s ,  t h e n ,  
i s  t h a t  t h e r e  would be n s  s u b s t i t u t i o n s  ( b u t  even a  phys i c i an  
would f i n d  it imposs ib le  t o  make t h i s  d e c i s i o n ) .  The in format ion  
r e q u i r e d  f o r  such decision-making is  simply n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  
For t h i s  r e a s o n ,  Gudgel made an amendment t o  t h e  s e c t i o n s  where 
" t h e r a p e u t i c a l l y "  appea r s  i n  t h e  b i l l  (see proposed amendments 
on Montana S t a t e  Pharmaceut ical  ~ s s o c i a t i o n  hand-out,  E x h i b i t  "D") 

M r .  Gudgel drew t h e  p e n a l t y  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  b i l l  t o  
t h e  Committee's a t t e n t i o n  (pqge 1 2 ,  'Sect ion 1 2 )  and s a i d  t h a t  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  e x i s t s  h e r e  t h a t  t h e r e  would be a c t u a l  f i n e s  
imposed by t h e  Baord of Pharmacis t s  on t h e  f i n d i n g  o f  a v i o l a t i o n .  
Th i s  is  a  d e p a r t u r e  from t h e  u s u a l  k ind  o f  p e n a l t y  p r o v i s i o n  
e x c e p t ,  perhaps  i n  OSHA, and some of t h e s e  now are be ing  c o n t e s t e d  
i n  c o u r t s .  Also,  where should  t h e  f i n e  money c o l l e c t e d  go - 
t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  fund o r  t o  a s p e c i a l  ear-marked revenue account  
of  t h e  Board of Pharmacy, o r  where? I f  t h e  b i l l  i s  a c t e d  upon, 
some a c t i o n  i s  needed i n  t h i s  area. 

J i m  Murray t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  went on r e c o r d  
l a s t  August i n  unanimous suppor t  of Reso lu t ion  59: 

"Be it re so lved  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  AFL-CIO s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  
and encourages  a l lowing  t h e  pharmacis t s ,  because of t h e i r  school -  
i ng ,  5 y e a r s ,  t o  have t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  d i spense ,  i f  one e x i s t s ,  
a less expens ive  b u t  chemica l ly  i den$ ica l  @rug,  a s  opposed t o  
an expens ive  name brand." 

The members of  t h e  o r g a n l e g t i o n  r ecogn ize  t h a t  t h e  drug 
i n d u s t r y  i s  dominated by a Q@ndr;fuJ.l of g i a n t  f i rms .  W e  f e e l  
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t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  n o t  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of  t h e  consuming 
p u b l i c  because o f  t h e  adverse  e f f e c t  t h i s  c o r p o r a t e  c o n t r o l  has  
on drug  p r i c i n g .  The e l d e r l y  has  a l a r g e  burden i n  drug c o s t s .  
Therefore ,  t hey  f e e l  HB286 i s  a s t e p  i q  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n  i n  
p rov id ing  needed c ~ r n p e t i t i ~ n  i n  d rug  p r i c i n g .  

Evelyn Johnson t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  does  n o t  r e q u i r e  
t h e  pharmacis t  t o  s G b s t i t u t e ,  it o n l y  p rov ides  t hey  - can.  HB286 
would p rov ide  a much needed sav ings  f o r  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  and 
o t h e r  low income persons .  Mrs. Johnson a l so  r ead  a l e t t e r  from 
Walter  D.  Tay lor ,  Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  o f  Migsoula Sen io r  C i t i z e n s  
Center  (see ~ x h i b i t s  "E" and 'IF") . 

O l i v e r  Dahl t e s t i f i e d  nex t  i n  suppor t  of t h e  b i l l ,  say ing  
s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  suppor t  passage of  HB286 becguse of t h e  s p i r a l i n g  
c o s t s  o f  medical  c a r e  which s e v e r l y  a f f e c t s  t h e  e l d e r l y  p e r s o n ' s  
a b i l i t y  t o  pay f o r  l i f e ' s  n e c e s s i t i e s .  For tyrone  p e r c e n t  of 
Montana's e l d e r l y  a r e  below t h e  pover ty  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  guide- 
l i n e s .  (See E x h i b i t  "G" . )  

M r s .  Wi l l a rd  Thompson r ead  a s t a t emen t  concerning an 
e l d e r l y  couple  who cannot  buy food because o f  h igh  medicine  
c o s t s  (See E x h i b i t  "H") . 

Steve  Gunderson r ead  from h i s  g roup ' s  p o l i c y  and program 
which was adopted a t  t h e i r  S t a t e  convent ion l a s t  F a l l :  

"The Montana S t a t e  Farmers Union s t r o n g l y  endorses  t h e  
changing o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  a n t i - s u b s t i t u t i o n  l a w  t o  a l l o w  t h e  
pharmacis t s  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  a chemica l ly  e q u i v a l e n t  d rug ."  

End of proponents.  

Represen ta t ive  Howard P o r t e r ,  one of  two main - opponents ,  
t e s t i f i e d  a s  an " o l d s t e r "  and a l s o  a s  one who ig on t h e  House 
Subcommittee on Aging. The Represen ta t ive  s a i d r t h a t  t h e  b i l l  
d u p l i c a t e s  what w e  can do r i g h t  now. A l l  t h e  o l d s t e r  has  t o  
do i s  say  t o  t h e  pharmacis t ,  "Please, would you c a l l  my d o c t o r  
and see i f  t h e r e  is  a +rug tha$  w i l l  do t h e  same t h i n g  f o r  
m e  b u t  cheaper?"  - t h i s  happens a l l  t h e  t i m e .  W e  are go ing  t o  
a g r e a t  d e a l  of t r o u b l e  t o  l e g i s l a t e  something t h a t  e x i s t s .  It 
i s  s o  easy.  

The Nat iona l  Counci l  o f  Aging h i r e d  t h e  Harris P o l l  f o r  
some r e sea rch :  f i n d i n g s  - 51% of t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  t h i n k  
people  ove r  65  a r e  i n  poor h e a l t h  b u t  on ly  2 1 %  of  t h e  people  
over  6 5  t h i n k  they  are i n  poor h e a l t h .  W e  are g e t t i n g  o v e r l y  
d rama t i c  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  need i s  concerned - 4 4 %  of t h e  g e n e r a l  
p u b l i c  t h i n k  t h a t  people  65 and over  do  n o t  have adequa te  medical  
a t t e n t i o n  b u t  t h o s e  over  65, on ly  10% t h i n k  they  have inadequa te  
a t t e n t i o n .  

P r i c i n g  - t h e  p r i d e  of d rugs  y i l l  come down by t h i s  b i l l  
pa s s ing?  I t  d i d n ' t  come down i n  Plichigan, n o r  i n  Saska 
I n  t h e  Canadian p rov ince ,  it a c t p a l l y  went up because of t h e  
r i s i n g  in su rance  rates. , 
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M r .  P o r t e r  c a l l e d  t h e  Commi$tae's a t t e n t i o n  t o  page 6, 
Subsec t ion  21 l i n e  8 where it r e f e r s  t o  t h e  d o c t o r ' s  o b l i g a t i o n ,  
o r  l a c k  of it, once t h e  pharmacis t  $ u b s t + t u t e s ,  and added t h e  
comment of  someone i n  t h e  House when t h i s  b i l l  was t h e r e  ( ' t h i s  
i s  t h e  a t t o r n e y s ' - ~ e l i e f  A c t ' )  . ~ a $ i e d  Upbn t h e  p r i c e  of  t h e  
d rugs  i n  Michigan exper ience ,  and any other s t a t e  t h a t  has  a 
s i m i l a r  l a w ,  t h e  p r i c e  does  n o t  come down and l i k l i h o o d  p r i c e  
w i l l  go up. I n  1967-75, pharmaceut ica l s  went up 9 . 4 % ,  whi le  
o t h e r  t h i n g s  went up 758. Only 7% of the  h e a l t h  care d o l l a r s  
is s p e n t  on p r e s c r i p t i o n  medicine ,  against 1 2 %  i n  1960. Here ' s  
one pace where p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  ha6 dgne a tremendous job,  
t h e y  have h e l d  t h e  l i n e  on i n f L a t i o n .  Zf something of  t h i s  
k ind  i s  done (passage of b i l l ) ' ,  whg is  going  t o  do t h e  r e s e a r c h  
and i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  who i s  going t o  create t h e  market  f o r  new 
drugs  t h a t  i s  going t o  keep people  a l ive  l ~ n g e r ?  A r e  w e  going 
t o  g e t  penny-pinching when it comes t o  our h e a l t h ?  The d o c t o r  
knows you and he w i l l  t a k e  i n t a  c o n s i d e r g t i o p  your p h y s i c a l  
make-up and then make h i s  d e c i s i o n  r ega rd ing  your medicine.  

B ioequ iva l en t ,  etc. ,  i s  c ~ m p l i c a t e d .  F ~ n n u l a r i c  t a b l e s  
e t c .  a r e  c r e a t e d  i n  h o s p i t a l s  where you have d o c t o r s ,  p h a r a c i s t s  
t h a t  go through t h i s  met icuously  - n o t  on t h e  whim of s av ing  a  
few c e n t s  he re  o r  t h e r e .  Th i s  work i s  p r e c i s e l y  done. 

Pharmacckutical houses d o n ' t  make lots of money. Years 
ago,  M r .  P o r t e r  s a i d ,  he i n v e s t e d  i n  t h e i r  s t o c k ,  and never  
made any money. They plow t h e i r  money back i n t o  r e s e a r c h  
t o  keep u s  a l i v e .  A l l  t h e  p a t i e n t  h a s  t o  do i s  s a y ,  "P lease  
c a l l  my d o c t o r  and see i f  t h e r e ' s  any th ing  less expensive" .  

Norman Howell t e s t i f i e d  b r i e f l y  concern ing  h i s  b e l i e f s  
about  d o c t o r s  and d rugs ,  say ing  t h e  d o c t o r  knows you and what 
your body w i l l  t o l e r a t e ,  p l u s  t h e  f a c t  ha t h i n k s  n o t  a l l  d rugs  
a r e  manufactured t h e  same. H i s  d o c t o r  s a y s ,  "I have had ve ry  
good luck  wi th  t h i s  medicine" meamkng he knows t h a t  brand and 
would n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  p r e s c r i b e  it. 

Ed  Doiq w a s ' t h e  o t h e r  main wktness for t h e  opposing side. 
He in t roduced  himself  a s  a member o f :  Park County Pharmaceut ical  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Board of Directors of t h e  Montana S t a t e  Pharmaceuti- 
c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  American Pharmacis t s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Medicaid- 
Medicare Advisory Counci l  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  

Doig brought  s e v e r a l  let ters from o t h e r  pharmacis t s  around 
t h e  S t a t e  wi th  him, t o  be submi t ted  t o  r eco rd  (see ~ x h i b i t s  

H i s  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  b i l l  was "complete oppos i t i on" .  Doig 
s a i d  many pharmacis t s  i n  Montana may be i n  f avo r  of  d rug  sub- 
s t i t u t i o n  t o  some degree  b u t  he has  n o t  t a l k e d  t o  one s i n g l e  
pharmacis t  who i s  in favor of  t h i s  b i l l .  (see complete 
t es t imony i n  E x h i b i t  I".) H e  was v e r y  uncomplimentary t o  M r .  Gudgel- 

L. T.  Loendorf t e s t i f i e d  i n  a r a t h e r  n e u t r a l  manner and 
s igned  t h e  t e s t i f y i n g  s h e e t  as "oppose u n l e s s  amended". He s a i d  
t h e  most impor tan t  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n t  g e t s  a drug t h a t  
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h e l p s  him. I f  you s u b s t i t u t e  a cheaper  d rug  and t h a t  drug does  
n o t  h e l p  him, he has  t o  go back aga in  and buy another  drug.  
The MMA took no p o s i t i o n  on t h e  b i l l  i n  t h e  House, b u t  d i d  
o f f e r  some amendments, and t h o s e  amendments were t h a t  t h e  drug,  
a s  w e l l  a s  be ing  t h e r a p e u t i c a l l y  e q u i v a l e n t ,  be  " ~ i o e q u i v a l e n t " .  
I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h e  language adopted t h e  pharmacis t6  o f f e r e d  
and MMA supported.  Today, Loendorf s a i d ,  he is s u r p r i s e d  
t h e  proposed amendments by pharmacis t s  would remove t h a t  same 
language which i s  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  a s s u r e s  t h e  p a t i e n t  
g e t  an e q u i v a l e n t  drug,  and then  s u b s t i t u t e  " g e n e r i c a l l y  
e q u i v a l e n t "  which i s  n o t  de f ined  anywhere i n  t h e  b i l l .  

S u b s t i t u t i o n  invo lves  some r i s k  - s o  i f  i t s  made, 
t h e r e  should be a  corresponding b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  people  who r e c e i v e  
t h a t  s u b s t i t u t e d  drug.  Unless t h i s  b i l l  i n s u r e s  t h a t  and t h e r e  
are some sav ings  going t o  be passed on ,  it seems t o  L ~ e n d o r f  
it i s  n o t  worthy o f  passage.  

The MMA would propose some changes i f  t h e  Committee p a s s e s  
t h i s  b i l l  which would i n s u r e  t h e  above. The p a t i e n t ,  a l s o ,  
should be n o t i f i e d  o f  t h e  amount of  t h e  savings,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  he does  n o t  have t o  a c c e p t  t h e  s u b s t i t u t e .  ( ~ x h i b i t  "K".) 

Page 3, Sec t ion  3 ,  Line 6 po in t ed  o u t  t o  Committee f o r  
comment . 

Page 4 ,  l i n e  19 :  Why should a  s u b s t i t u t i o n  be made f o r  
an "equa l ly"  p r i c e d  drug? There i s  no b e n e f i t .  S t r i k e .  

Typed amendments r ega rd ing  p r e s c r i p t i o n  forms t o  be 
added t o  b i l l  and a l s o  t o  amend page 4 ,  l i n e  4 :  p a t i e n t  
should be n o t i f i e d  o f  t h e  s av ings  ( t h a t  w a s  d e l e t e d  o u t  i n  t h e  
House). 

Page 4, l i n e  21-25: t h e  pharmacis t  must p a s s  on t h e  f u l l  
amount of t h e  s av ings  t o  t h e  p a t i e n t  - Loendorf s a i d  t h i s  i s  
one of  t h e  main p a r t s  of t h e  b i l l  and must be p u t  back i n .  

Page 5,  Sec t ion  6 r ega rd ing  pharmacis t  keeping a  r e c o r d  
of drug s u b s t i t u t i o n s .  The i r  amendment add res se s  t h i s .  T h i s  
i s  impor tan t  because i f  a p a t i e n t  has  an adverse  r e a c t i o n ,  
t h e  d o c t o r  should know what t h e  pharmacis t  s u b s t i t u t e d .  

Because o f  t h e  t i m e  f a c t o r ,  Chairman Stephens c u t  t h e  
tes t imony.  

Brad S t o i c k  i d e n t i f i e d  himself  t o  t h e  Committee, t hen  
submi t ted  t o  r eco rd  h i s  w r i t t e n  tes t imony ( s e e  E x h i b i t  "J") 
and a l s o  submi t ted  l e t t e r s  from p h a r a c i s t s  around Missoula a r e a .  

Gerald  Neely s a i d  t h a t ,  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  amendments pro- 
~ o s e d  bv t h e  Montana S t a t e  Pharmaceut ical  Assoc i a t i on  today ,  
i n  s u b s t i t u t i n g  t h e  " g e n e r i c a l l y  e q u i v a l e n t t 1  words, if t h a t  
amendment were adopted,  it would merely  mean t h a t ,  s u b s t i t u t i o n  
could be a l lowed f o r  t h o s e  drugs which were chemica l ly  o r  
e s t a b l i s h e d  name-wise t h e  same. Thereby, it would a l l o w  drug 
p r o d u c t s  t o  be s u b s t i t u t e d  t h a t  were n o t  g e n e r a l l y  e q u i v a l e n t ,  
t h a t  were n o t  b i o e q u i v a l e n t ,  and ) ~ o ~ 2 d  a l s o  a l l ow s u b s t x t u t i o n  
of d rugs  t h a t  were n o t  t h e y a p e u t i c @ l l y  e q u i v a l e n t .  If s u b s t i t u t i o n  
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i s  a u t h o r i z e d ,  it i s  ve ry  critic81 t h a t  t h e  Bame drug,  w i th  
t h e  same t h e r a p e u t i c  e f f e c t s  on t h e  d i s e a s e ,  t h e  saqs chemical  
equ iva lency ,  and a l s o  t h e  same r a t e  o f  absorks ion .  

So, i f  t h e  Montana S t a t e  Pharmapeut ical  Assoc i a t i on  
amendments a r e  adopted,  it w i l l  o ~ l y  mew t h a t  t hey  have t h e  
same brand name o r  t h e  same chemical  nyns and n ~ t  i n  any way, 
shape o r  form t h e  t o t a l  equ iva lency  of t h o s e  drugs ,  

T o t a l l y  o u t  of  t i m e  f o r  t es t imony,  a11 other  tes t imony 
i n  w r i t t e n  form w a s  g iven  t o  Committee S e a r e t a r y  Al len  $0 qubmit 
t o  r eco rd .  

C los ing  remarks by ~ e ~ r e s e n t a t i &  Palmer covergd some 
o f  t h e  preced ing  opposing tes t imony,  i n  t h a t  he thought  it 
was a "smoke sc reen" .  Mr. Palmer made the  p o i n t ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p u b l i c  does  n o t  know t h a t  e q u i v a l e n t  d rugs  e y i s t .  Why d o n ' t  
t hey  know - because,  a s  he s a i d ,  of t h e  a b i l i t y  t h e  big manu- 
f a c t u r e r s  have of convincing us t h a t  t h e  brand names are t h e  
b e s t .  M r .  Palmer gave some examples o f  p r i c e  d i f f e r e n c e s  
between g e n e r i c  and brand-named drugs .  H e  s a i d  w e  should 
prov ide  t h i s  mechanism f o r  sav ings  t o  consumer. The i s s u e  
is :  Do you b e l i e v e  t h e  pharmacis t s  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  have t h e  
a b i l i t y  t o  be a b l e  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  a chemica l ly  i d e n t i c a l  drug 
t h a t  i s  going t o  be a p o t e n t i a l  f o r  sav ings?  The pharmacis t s  
have t h e  a b i l i t y ,  s a i d  ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Palmer, because he t a l k e d  
wi th  t h e  Dean of t h e  School of  Pharmacis t s ,  as  w e l l  a s  s e v e r a l  
p r o f e s s o r s  who a t t e s t  t o  t h e  school  g i v i n g  t h e  pharmacis t s  
t h a t  a b i l i t y .  

Ques t ions :  

1) Sena to r  Rober t s  asked y b a t  would happen i f  w e  s imply 
d e l e t e d  t h a t  p a r t  o f  o u r  l a w  t h a t  i s  t h e  a n t i - s u b s t i t u t i o n  
p o r t i o n  - Represen ta t ive  P a l m e r  s a i d  i t ' w o u l d  g i v e  a f r e e  hand 
t o  t h e  pharmacis t s  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  o r  n o t .  The s e c t i o n s  beyond 
t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  p a r t  i s  consumer-oriented,  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  
of t h e  consumer and t o  educa t e  t h e  p u b l i c .  What needs  t o  be 
done, Palmer s a i d ,  i s  r e p e a l  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  s e c t i o n  b u t  t o  
p rov ide  sa fegua rds  f o r  t h e  consumers. 

2 )  When Sena to r  Rober ts  asked M r .  Doig i f  he would 
suppor t  t h a t  approach,  t h e  answer was a b s o l u t e l y  n e g a t i v e  and 
he added t h a t  t h e  pharmacis t s  are a l r e a d y  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  S t a t e  
Board of  Pharmacy t o  have a s i g n  say ing  a g e n e r i c  d rug  i s  
a v a i l a b l e  and a l l  t hey  have t o  do i s  c o n t a c t  t h e i r  phys i c i an .  

(To which Represen ta t ive  Palmer responded t h a t  he 
p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  Board l a s t  y e a r  t o  do t h i s  as a p a r t  of  educa t ing  
t h e  p u b l i c .  However, some pharmacis t s  were known t o  s ay  i n  
some i n s t a n c e s ,  "we d o n ' t  want t o  b o t h e r  t h e  doc to r " .  SO, 
t h e r e  i s  no o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p rov ide  t h e  consumer w i t h  t h a t  sav ings .  
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The pharmacis t  should be a part of  t h e  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e  f i e l d .  
H e  h a s  t h e  knowledge. I t  4 s  a working t o g e t h e r . )  

3 )  When Sena to r  Stephens ques t ioned  M r .  Gudgel about  
t h e  term, " g e n e r i c a l l y  e q u i v a l e n t "  and i t s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  M r .  
Gudgel r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  tes t imony of M r .  Neely and added t h a t  
he checked t h i s  ph ra se  o u t  with , the  American Pharmaceut ical  
Assoc i a t i on  f i r s t  and i t .was  confirmed - he a l s o  c a l l e d  t h e  
School o f  Pharmacy (Missoula)  for conf i rma t ion ,  t h a t  it 
covered t h e  k ind  o f  subst i '*ut ion r e q u i r e d .  The o n l y  reason  
f o r  a mod i f i ca t ion  i s  t h a t  it simply i s  imposs ib le  t o  meet 
t h e  terminology t h a t  i s  t h e r e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  

4 )  Sena to r  Olson asked Represen ta t ive  Palmer i f  he 
knew of  any o t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  i n t roduced  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  
i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  - Rep. Palmer s a i d  Coloxado d i d ,  and it passed .  
I t  w a s  mentioned, also,  tha*  some 20  s ta tes  c u r r e n t l y  have 
a  s i m i l a r  l a w .  However, Rep. P o r t e r  s a i d  ou r  ne ighbor ing  
s t a t e s  vo ted  down s i m i l a r  b i l l s .  

5 )  Sena to r  Norman questioned Rod Gudgel concerning 
t h e  amendments he proposed by a sk ing  e x a c t l y  what amendments 
would do - Gudgel s a i d  it would make it p o s s i b l e  f o r  a  pharma- 
c i s t  t o  u se  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  judgment and make a  s u b s t i t u t i o n .  

The Sena to r  asked i f  it would make any d i f f e r e n c e  
whether it w e r e  b i o e q u i v a l e n t  o r  b i o a v a i l a b l e  - Gudgel s a i d ,  no, 
j u s t  s o  it were g e n e r i c a l l y  e q u i v a l e n t .  To which t h e  Sena to r  
commented t h a t  t h a t  would j u s t  about  t a k e  c a r e  of  t h e  b i l l  - 
M r .  Gudgel s a i d  it would then  make it workable f o r  t h e  pharmacis t  
and t h e  Sena to r  responded,  "but  what abopt  t h e  p a t i e n t ? "  

Other q u e s t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e  sponsor  i s  n o t  
t e r r i b l y  concerned t h a t  t h e  b i l l 1 @  s e c t i o n  on pharmacis t s  pass -  
i n g  sav ings  on t o  consumers h a s  been 6 t r i c k e n  because he f e e l s  
t hey  would mora l ly  and e t h i c a l l y  do  t h i s  anyway. I f  n o t ,  he 
s t a t e d  t h e  problem cou ld  be addressed  n e x t  s e s s i o n .  

Also,  t h e  . p r e s c r i b e r  p l a c e s  a h igh  p r i o r i t y  on pharma- 
c i s t s '  c a l l s  t o  him ( d o c t o r )  and a  s u b s t i t u t i o n  q u e s t i o n  by 
phone u s u a l l y  i s  answered q u i c k l y  (no d e l a y  o r  p u t - o f f ,  a s  
e a r l i e r  sugges t ed ) .  D r .  Agnew from B i l l i n g s  t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h i s .  

I f  t h e  pharmacis t s  do n o t  now have t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  
s u b s t i t u t e ,  t h e  sponsor  s a i d ,  w e  better look  i n t o  t h e  pharmacy 
schoo l s .  

There a r e  abou t  1 0 0  l a r g e  companies: t h e  g r e a t e s t  per -  
cen tage  any company h a s  i n  t h e  marke t ,  i s  7%. 

That  concluded t h e  hea r ing  on t h i s  b i l l ,  wi th  NO ACTION 
BEING TAKEN AT THIS TIME on HB286. 

1 
-STAN STEPHENS, Chairman 

' . 
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E X H I B I T "A" 

March 29, 1977 

Mr. Chairman: 

MY name is Bob Palmer, and I am the chief sponsor of ~~!se Bill 

286, to be known as "The Montana Qrug Product GelMion Act". 

House Bill 286 will allow for pharmacists to substitute a chemical- 

ly-idehtical drug product in place of a more expensive name-brand item. 

Currently, expenditures for pregcription medication by the 

elderly is often their greatesc cost of health care. More than one - 

out of every four persons over the sge of 65 is in the government 
--- 

-7- 

classification of poverty. Far tao often, illness itself is the 
-.--- 

cause of poverty for an older American. High prices for prescription 

drugs are part of the problem. 

For those who don't know, antisubstitution began because after 

woruwar II., the success of theU. S. drug industry had spawned 

a proliferation of duplicate prescription drug products made by 

different manufacturers, but embodying the same drug entity. How- 

ever, the high prices at which drugs were being sold produced a 
I 

rash of counterfeit prescription drug products on the U. S. market. 

The drug industry fought the countgrfeiting problem, in part, by 

mounting its successful campaign to bring the antisubstitution 

laws into being. Pharmacists supported the campaign. 

Times have changed, and proper regulations and safeguards have 

been established. The present antisubstitution laws create an 

environment which places undue e i  on the trade names assigned - -  --  -- - - --- 
to drug products; this, in turn, has a substantial anticompetitive 
. - - . --.- - - -. 

effect in the drug marketing and dispensing area. Through the use 

of easily-remembered and catchy trade nameg, combined with heavy 

promotional activities to a relptively small pouplation of physicians, 



DRUG SUBSTITUTION 

I n t r o d u c t i o r l :  O l d e r  Amer i cans  have  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  pay unrc?,ison- 

t a b l y  h i g h  p r i c e s  f o r  p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g s  b e c a u s e  of t h e  anti'.-corn- 

p e t i t i v c  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  d r u y  i n d u s t r y  w l ~ i c h  11ds been 

c r e a t e d  dnd m a i n t a i n e d  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  State laws and  r e g u l a t i o n s .  
i 

Reform l e g i s l a t i o n  m u s t  be p a s s e d  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h i s  a i l t i -  

cornpe t i  L i v e  n a t u r e  of tlhe p h a r m a c e u k i c g l  i n t l ~ . i s t r y  a n d  t -hercby 

e n a b l e  t h e  o l d e r  Amer i cans  t o  buy p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g s  a t  a r e a s o n -  

a b l e  p r i c e .  

O l d e r  A m e r i c a n s  c o ~ l t i n u e  t o  pay  u n r e a s o n a b l y  h iy l l  p1:iccs I.or 

p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g s  b a s i c a l l y  b e c a u s e  v e r y  p o w e r f u l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  

a n y  r e f o r m  l e g i s l a t i o n  e x i s t s .  You w i l l  see wha t  I mean t o d a y .  

The P h a r m a c e u t i c a l  M a n u f a c t u r e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n  (PMA) h a s  b e e n  mos t  

s u c c e s s f u l  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e i r  meml~e r sh ip .  ThrougIi 

t h e  y e a r s ,  PMA a n d  P h a r m a c i s t s  i n  n e a r l y  e v e r y  s t a t e  e n a c t e d  a n t i -  

s u b s t i t u t i o n  l a w s  a n d  l a w s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  wh ich  p r o h i b i t  t h e  p o s t i n g  

o r  a d v e r t i s i n g  o f  p r & s c r i p t i o n  d rug  p r i c e s .  T h e s e  m e a s u r e s  i n s u r e d  

consumer  i g n o r a n c e  o f  R x  p r i c e s  and  l o w e r - p r i c e d  g e n e r i c  d r u g s .  

B u t ,  i n  s t a t e  a f t e r  s t a t e ,  t h e s e  l a w s  are  now b e i n g  r e p e a l e d  o r  

amended b y  c o n s u m e r i s t  a c t i o n .  

The d r u g  i n d u s t r y ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  PMA, w a n t s  t o  p r e s e r v e  

i t s  a n t i - c o n i p e t i t i v e  n a t u r e .  I t  h a s  b e e n  shown t h a t  t h e  d f u g  

i n d u s t r y ,  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  q u a r t e r  c e n t u r y ,  h a s  developed a m a r k e t  

p o l i c y  o f  p r o m o t i n g  d r u y  p r o d u c t s  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  p h y s i c i a n s .  

I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  brand-name m a n u f a c t u r e r s  spend  a n  

a v e r a g e  o f  o v e r  $5 ,000  a n n u a l l y  on  e v e r y  p h y s i c i a n  p r o m o t i n g  b r a n d  

names.  A p l l y s i c i a n ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  may be c o m p e l l e d  t o  p r e s c r i b e  



E X H I B I T "C" 

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE .RISE AND FALL OF 

STATE ANTISU&3STITUTION LAWS 

Prepgrad By 

NRTA-AARP Legislative Representative 

~efbre the advent of drug manufacturing, pharmacists compounded 

the prescriptions written by physicfans. In the absence of brand 

name products and antisubstitution laws, $hey selected the manu- 

facturers of the ingredients they yixed i n t o  medicines, utilizing 

their professional expertise and judgment 9s to quality and economy. 

Following World War 11, the economic success-of the drug in- 

dustry in accumulating enormous profits gave rise to duplication 

and counterfeiting of prescription drug products, . To combat the 

problem, the drug industry refused the obvious solution of increasing 

the authority of the Food and Drug Administration to regulate manu- 

facturing and to test products. It ahose instead to spend hundreds 

of thousands of dollars to enact state laws and regulations re- 
! 

quiring pharmacists to dispense the manufacturer's product which 

the physician designate@ by brand nqm6 on the prescription form. 

Organized pharmacy set aside its professionalism for the time to 

help enact the antisubstitution laws restricting its own members 

from fulfilling their traditional responsibilities to their patients' 

health and economic status. 

During the 1950's antisubstitution laws were quickly placed on 

the statute books of state after state with the justification of 

protecting the public health and safety. While it was the wrong 





lily name is  Evelyn Johnson. I am employed by t h e  

Missoula Senior  C i t i zens  Center and coke today t o  speak 
i n  support  of HB 286 on behalf  of many of the  members 
o f  our Center. 

1Ur. Walter Taylor ,  Executive D i r e c t o r  of t h e  

MissoulaSenior C i t i zens  Center,  i g  unable t o  be here  
today, so  he s e n t  a b r i e f  message whigh I w i l l  read.  

HB 286 was d r a f t e d  and introduced f o r  the  purpose 

of reducing t h e  very high c o s t  of  p r e s c r i p t i o n  drugs.  As 

you know, the  b i l l  does n o t  r e q u i r e  pharmacists t o  sub- 

s t i t u t e  so-ca l led  gener i c  drugs -- i t  only provides t h a t  
they s u b s t i t u t e  a l e s s  expensive drug if they f e e l  
it w i l l  be as pure and e f f e c t i v e  medication a s  i f  they 

used t h e  more expensive name-brand i n g r e d i e n t s .  

I f e e l  HB 286 would provide much-needed savings t o  
s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  and o t h e r  $ow-income persons.  I f e e l  the  

b i l l  deserves youp support ,  so,  on behqlf of Montana's 
many s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s ,  I r e s p e c t f u l l y  ask t h a t  t h i s  
committee give Hli 286 y o u r  approval. 



E X H I B I T  'IF" 

KATHLEEN WALFORD SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER ASSOCIATION, INC. 
705 South424- Higgins Avenue, Missoula, Montana 59801 

Phone 643-71 54 

Publ ic  Health Committee 
Montana S t a t e  Senate 
Helena, Montana 

In Support of HI3 286 

All c o s t s  i n  r e g a d  t o  h e a l t h  have soared t o  unbelievable he igh t s  

i n  r ecen t  years ,  and t h e  c o s t  a f  medicine is no sxception,  

Senior  C i t i zens  need more medicines than  t h e  average populat ion,  

s o  d rug  c o s t s  a r e  more burdensome t o  them, Because s e n i o r s  are l imi ted  

t o  a f ixed re t i rement  income t h e  high c o s t  of drugs  force  many of them 

t o  live on a very low s t a n d a d .  

We have o lde r  couples, members of our  association, who have monthly 

medicine b i l l s  of  $70.00. 

A s  t o  research  c o s t s ,  ou r  pa ten t  laws p r o t e c t  an  inventor  f o r  

17 years  t o  recover research  and development cos ts .  Continued high 

p r i c e s  mean unwarranted l a r g e  p r o f i t s .  

HB 286 makes poss ib le  s u b s t a n t i a l  savings  on p r e s c r i p t i o n  drugs 

and,  a t  t h e  same time, r e se rves  t h e  r i g h t  of ~ h o i c e  f o r  both t h e  doc to r  

and t h e  p a t i e n t .  

The f a c t  t h a t  more than twenty states have passed gener ic  drug 

b i l l s  adds proof t o  the  need f o r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

Passage of HB 286 w i l l  g ive  s u b s t a n t i a l  financial relief t o  

Montana's s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  without adding t o  the t a x  b i l l .  

We urge a "do pass" vote  f o r  HB 286. 

1 b / L  9 7s.. 
Walter C. Taylor, l k e c u t i v e  Di rec to r  



M r .  Chairman and Members o f  t he  Committee: 

I am O l i v e r  Dahl, Execut ive D i r e c t o r  o f  t he  Montana Senior C i t i z e n s  

Associat ion.  Montana sen io r  c i t i z e n s  support passage o f  House B i l l  286. 

The s p i r a l i n g  cos t  o f  medicine and medical care severe ly  a f f e c t s  the  

e l d e r l y  persons a b i l i t y  t o  pay f o r  these necess i t i es .  Do you r e a l i z e  

t h a t  f o r t y -one  percent  (41%) o f  Montana's e l d e r l y  a re  below fede ra l  pov- 

e r t y  gu ide l i nes?  These p e o ~ l e  rece i ve  o n l y  two (2 )  t o  th ree  ( 3 )  hundred 

d o l l a r s  a  month. 

Decent medical care and decent medicine p r i c e s  should be the r i g h t  

o f  every c i t i z e n  --- e s p e c i a l l y  those who have been re laga ted  t o  l i v e  

a t  subs i s tan t  l e v e l s  through no f a u l t  o f  t h e i r  own. And t h i s  problem 

w i l l  increase as the  e l d e r l y  popu la t ion  grow$. I f  the  L e g i s l a t u r e  does 

n o t  pass HB 286 and o t h e r  measures f o r  seniors,  t he  problems w i l l  j u s t  

keep mu1 t i p l y i n g  u n t i  1  they  reach unmanageable propor t ions ,  I urge the  

Committee t o  pass HB 286. 

Thank you, 

O l i v e r  M. Dahl 



E X H I B I T  "HI' 

- 
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Iwly name is,,* want t o  t e l l  you about 

a case which r e c e n t l y  came e n t i o n  of t h e  Information 

and Heferraa Technician i n  ~ i o a d u l a .  The I and R technic ian  

i s  employed by the  Western Montana Apeam.Agency on Aging. When 
she i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  case ehe found t h e  couple,  t h e  wife of 

which i s  mentally ill, t o  be almost starving. The day she 
w a s  t h e r e  the  r e f r i g e r a t o r  waa rll;oPl&x~~rn@r*skg empty except  

f o r  a  q u a r t  of m i l k  and t h r e e  eggs. She learned  t h a t  medica- 

t i o n  f o r  the  two of them amounted t o  $90 a month. This c o s t  

on top  of r e n t  and u t i l i t y  b i l l e  used up axmost every cent  of 

t h e i r  meager income. 
She was a b l e  t o  ob ta in  emergency he lp  f o r  them, but of 

c o u r s e  it was only temporary he lp ,  Reducing t h e i r  drug b i l l  
by savings which could be e f f e c t e d  by HB 286 would provide 
more permanent he lp .  
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AmNDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO, 2 8 6  

Amend Section 3, page 3, by deleting lines 1'2 through 25, in 

their entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

" ( 2 )  Every prescription written in this state by a prescriber 

shall be on prescription forms containing 2 lines for the prescriber's 

signature. Alongside the first line shall be clearly printed the 

words, 'substitution permitted'. Alongside the second line shall be 

clearly printed the words 'dispense as written'.. The prescriber 

by placing his signature on the appropriate signature line has 

indicated his dispensing instructions to the pharmacist. Failure 

of the prescriber to sign either of the designated lines shall 

invalidate the prescription. When a prescription is communicated 

orally, dispensing instructions shall be given to the pharmacist. 

In absence of any dispensing instructions, the pharmacist shall fill 

the prescription as communicated to pim. The pharmacist shall note 

the prescriber's dispensing instructions relative to substitution, 

on the face of the file copy of the prescription." 
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PUBLIC DRUG CO.  
JAMES 7'. CLAY. R.PH. 

WHITE MONTANA srsrs  

Mr. Ed Doiq 
Livingston Drug 
Livingston,  Xt.  
Dear Ed; 

I am writing to say tha t  I suppert your stand 
against  HB 286, The petantla1 dangers t o  the  
small community phararacies are t o e  numersuo to 
mentie& i n  a l e t t e r  but I gannet voiae my app= 
s s i t i o n  t e  t h i s  b i l l  i n  terms that  are taw strong, 

Sincerely; 

e Jameo T. Clay "2 



CENTRAL MONTANA'S FINEST DRUG STORG 
, " 

I N  N O  WAY 00 1 B U 0 8 C R I B E  TO THC I U M  AND ~ u $ C ~ A N ~ C  OF THE @ I L L  

AND 1 FEEL THAT THE CRlTERlON FOR 'B~LLQT '  TAKEN *MONO 
PHARMACIST8 B Y  THE h4eP.A. WAB M I ILGADINQ ANQ TOTALLY FALSE. 

A 





23 Ehr oh 

I%, t l ~  under  signed Pharniaoists of the Livirig; '; I i 3 idal'~niqc.j.t~ 1,; 1 ; t ~ I  

P.ssociution, hereby authorizr Ed Doig t o  speak f o r  u s  and t o  
express our views relat ive to HB 2136, tlis propcroua"lrio~lth~~a Drug 

PUBLIC DRUG 

PRESCRIPTIONS - GIFTS - COSMETICS 

BIG TIMBER 
COLE DRUG COMPANY 

-- - -- - - PHQNE 932 ,2816  ---- -- - - -  -.--- M O N T A N A  --.-. - -- - - - - - _  

ADDRESS -------.- -.- - - -  ,- -- . - - . - . - -. 

Ri 
/ 

I support Eh Doig in vot.1n.g a g s i n s t  House 

Bill # 286. I em e g ~ i n s t  e l l  p e r t 8  o f  t h i s  b i l l  

i n  eny manner o r  f o r m ,  

Since re 1 y , 

\ - .  Ramom B . Ho lde rmen 

LAUEL -- , Reg, Phetmcscrist i 

RkFlLL  T I M E S  
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1'0 ~ h o i r ~  i t  nay conce rn  in t h e  Legislative Body in I le l~: ; i , ,  
""ontann . 
AL; . ' l ~ i : . > t e r e d  F 'harmacists ,  v~c-?  itre a g a i n a t  t h e  r o p e a l  p f  t h t ?  

' .  i t i : , t i t u t i o n  l a w ,  w h i c h  is coming , be fo re  t h e  Le~isl : -at , i  vt: 
Bol:y i n  Helena,  Montana. 



i PHONE 777-5591 EMERGENCY PHONE 777-3354 

b 
VALLEY DRUG 

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS 

VETERINARY SUPPLIES - COSMETICS - CARDS 

STEVENSVILLE, MONTANA 59870 
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PHONE 777-5591 EMERGENCY PHONE 777-3354 

VALLEY DRUG 
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS 

VETERINARY SUPPLIES - COSMETICS - CARDS 

STEVENSVILLE, MONTANA 59870 



%2 
MISSOULA, MONTANA 59801 

To whom i& may concern t 

I, a s  a registered pharmaciet, am opposed t o  Senate B i l l  # 286. 
Th i s  is f o r  many of the reasons you have elready heard plug, perhaps, 
one more. With the number of th i rd  parg payments inareasing eaoh 
year the "can substitirrav oan very ibarsily become "must substitute". 
This would, of course, be due t o  the reimburslement authorized by 
these th i rd  parties.  I a m  sure that I ae e phsrmaoist can oarry 
quality drugs oven with t h i s  b i l l  up t o  the point  &eke t h i rd  par t ies  
s t a r t  mimbursing f o r  the lowest cost  generiu drpg available, I am 
sure tha t  you are already aware t ha t  generio equivalenoy does not 
necessarilty guarantee ahemical o r  medioknal equivalency, 

Thank you f o r  your time. 

Sincerely, 

& & L 4 d &  

Dennis Shanahan Wsg. Pharm. 
A & C D r u g  

1- P. 0. BOX 1113 
MISSOULA, MONTANA 59801 



DRUG 
STORE 

P,O, BOX 1223 

CORNER HlGGlNS B BROADWAY MlSSOULA MONTANA 59801 

Dear Sirs: 

T: would 11 ke to  express my opposition to  the subatltution b i l l  
T fear the quality of our health care system 111111 be sacrificed 
for lower prices. 

S i v  cerel y, 



DRUG 
STORE 

P.0. BOX 1223 

CORNER HlGGlNS 8 BROADWAY MISSQVLA MONTANA 59801 

March 28, 1977 

Senate Sub-cornmi t t e e  Hewing  on HE1286 

Dear Sirs:  

!: oppose t h i s  b i l l .  

The e n t i r e  i s s u e  i s  i r r e l e v a n t  becauqe a pharmacist  can, on r eques t  of 
t h e  customer, and always has  bean able t o  d i spense  a l e s s  expensive 
r e n e r i c  e q u i v a l e n t  s imply  by phoning the p r e s c r i b i n g  pliysician. 

Q u a l i t y  i s ,  t o  me, t h e  most important  i n g r e d i e n t  i n  any p r e s c r i p t i o n .  
There a r e  s e v e r a l  ways t o  determine q u a l i t y :  s e t  up a  chemical 
l a b o r a t o r y  i n  t h e  pharmacy and run  comparative a s says  on d i f f e r e n t  
brands of a  s p e c i f i c  drug; r e s e a r c h  b i o a v a i l a b i l j  t y  monographs t h a t  
halre beer1 compiled by o t h e r  l a b o r a t o r i e s ;  o r  t r u s t  my knowledge of 
t h e  companies who manufacture drug  products.  Obviously the  f i r s t  
way i s  n o t  f e a s i b l e .  B i o a v a i l a b i l i t y  d a t a  i s  riot a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l l  
d r l i y s  and  it i s  i r n p ~ r t ~ a n t  t o  note  t h a t  the  FDA, a t  l o a s t  t o  d a t e ,  has  
n o t  o s t a b l i  sned a bioequivalence requirement  i'or any drugs. TherePorq 
T fee?' T must s e l e c t  pharmnceuticc'als from r o l i u b l e  ~ )ho rmaceu t i ca l  
corn~anies  and n o t  d i spense  a  drug on t h e  b a s i s  of i t s  price.  

'I f e e l  t h a t  i f  this bi.31 pas ses ,  tho  day i n  i n  s i g h t  when I w i l l  be 
f orcod (esp .  by 3rd p a r t i e s )  t o  dispeqsg "chmpn i n s t e a d  of "qua l i t yn .  



DRUG 
ST.0 R E  

P.0, BOX 1223 

CORNER HlGGlNS & BROADWAY MISSOULA MONTANA 59801 

March 25, 1977 

S e n a t e  Sub-cornmi t t e e  Hear ing  or1 HR 206: 

7: am o p ~ ~ o s e d  t o  t h i s  b i l l  f o r  many reasons ,  Tho most j rrlportcjnt 
ot' w ' l i c h  i s  t h a t  I f e e l  t h i s  w i l l  be d e s & r u c t i v e  of C l i n i c a l  
Ib sea rch  by ~~I-l-li-ch r.re have made s o  much p r o E r e s s  i n  the l a s t  
2'3 y r a r s .  

T!); s bi 11 i s  i n  d i r e c t  opl os i t i .on  t o  the 1 e d e r a l  'l'rede )lack Law 
a ~ ~ d  a s  s u c h  p l a c e s  us i n  an  u n t e n a b l e  p o s i t i o n .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  



,A  t ,  , I , t r 1  ~Cbal t h ,  Iiclucrt isn, And Safety. 

1 I F i r~~.d ic i r i t3  k~as adv~nced  t r ,  t h e  p o ~ r t t  l l c r l~  : i G  , I ,  ,.,lei , s 
1e , e r c l y  coord ins t  r s  o f  a l a r g e r  medical system and a re  l o s i n q  t h e i r  

s t ronyhold ~ , n  t o t a l  heal  t t i  care incraaeinp pressure has beon put  C I ~ I  ptiyfi i c i , . r~~  
t o  , Y ~ > ~ C , ~ , I ? C  m t  t h e i r  pcjner o f  frroduc;t s e l e c t i o n  t o  th#> ph I I  m . c i  4 .  i 

, r ,. I t I \ / i t ! , ,  t ; , i ;  movc v c i  6uspicir)n. 
r  J I< rlts f t . r  reptail1 of ~r t i - s u b s t i t ~ t i o n  p o i n t  t o  consumfr savirizs 

I i - u t  -tot!;- t r y  cost. 

r r n t  1 3 :  ,* ) h y s i c i , ? n  w h )  ~ ~ o r k s  with a l i r r l i ted  r e p  t o i r e  o f  
i t  . i n  h i s  t ' r a c l i ~ ~  may s p e c i f y  one hr,ind o f  + drug cj~rls istcn t 1 y and  bect,rcx 
f r . n r  l I i r i z e d  u i t h  the r e s u l t s  obtained. A l lowing s u b a t i t u t i u n  i n t u r ~ c c t s  
, l i z t t~<  r v ,r i.+ble lr, t o  the a l ready  complex therapy scherne. :/hi l e  I ~ r s n d  ridme 

. i l ~ n t ;  L~C,>S n r ~ l   iss sure q u a l i t y  i t  rnay c o n t r i b u t e  t o  uniformity o f  r e s u l t s .  
~ ( e c e n t l y  F ' i l A  r e p o r t s  have shown therapeut ic  inequivdlance among so 

11: (1 b i o e q b i v - j l e r ~ t  d r q s .  Q f  the drugs involved, d i g o x i n  i s  a well 
r ~ c ~ l l r ~ ( n t e d  cxa~np l t : ,  ::here the  phys i c ian  can n o t  c o n t r o l  the ,rand uispensed 
v .r i -  t i o n  i n  ,:bsorption between brands can mean the d i f f e r e n c e  he tween 
! ~ t i c d r ~ t r o l  l t d  ! w a r t  f .i lu re ,  c o r ~ t r o l  l e d  hear t  f a i l u r e ,  'lnd d idox in  t o x i c i t y .  
. t ~ ~ , r e  , 1  phys i c ian  i s  f a m i l i a r  : ~ i t h  t+e brands he prescr ibes  he can b e t t e r  
r ! t ic i ,n te rac,ults. 

&her proponents o f  the b i l l  f e e l  the pharmacist i s  more q u L t l i f i e d  t o  
JJC~,;, b iodvz 1 l a b i  1 i t y  da ta  and s e l e c t  the product  t o  bt, disktnsed. t r h i  l e  
toil.~y!s pharnlocist dses llave t r a i n i n g  i n  eva lua t i ng  b i o e ~ l u i v ~ i l e n c y  (!at3 manu- 
i',>ctarers tr<tui: n o t  n~ade bioassay research w ide l  ,bvd i lable.  I n  ~ b s e n c e  of 
ti is t y ~ e  o f  da ta  w lac4 the one o ther  t h i n g  t 1: a t  would e n a b l e  us t o  judge 
prod l~c ts ;  resu l t s .  The pharmacist i s  in a poor p o s i t i o n  t o  m k e  any fol lo.rr-  
uk? jud,{ements o f  resu l t s ,  indeed the pharmacist o f t e n  ooes n s t  even the d l c ~ ~ n o s  i s 
c f  the d i s e a s e  beinq treated. 

l i e a l i z i n g  t h a t  b io inequ iva lence does ex i s t ,  that h i o a v a i l a b i l i t y  6sta 
i s  p c c r l y  d i ~ s e m ~ n a t e d ,  and t h a t  phys ic ians  can c o n t r o l  u n i f o r n i i t y  of r e s u l t s  
through exper icnce V Y ~  t t l  drug brands ( urge you t o  defeat  t h e  proposed re~e.21 
: f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  a n t i - s u b s t i t u t i o n  laws, 



East Gate Drug 
EAST GATE t iHOPPI t$O CENTER 

M I S B O U L A ,  MONTANA $ B B 0 7  
PnoNe S ~ B - 5 6 1  1 

I Ar,a H G A I N P T  HB 286. I T  PJOT ONLY W I L L  NOT .SAVE T H E  

P l r T l  ENT ViJIONEY) RUT T H E R E  I S  E V E R Y  P O S f i l t S l L I T Y  T H A T  

I T  W I L I .  PE OUCE T H E  Q U A L I T Y  O F  OUR ME01 GAL CARE. 

I A $  A P H A P M A C I S T  WANT PJV D O C T O R  TO DFTERIA INE  WHAT 

1 p n l  S T  FOR ME,  P L E A S E  NOT T H E  GOVERNMENT. 

$ 1  NCEHELV,  

ak-kkn. 



East Gate Drug 
EAST GATE SHOPPINO CJCNTER 

M I S S O U L A ,  M O N T A N A  5980% 

PHON'E 549-5611 

f Q l O L E  T O  O l f i P E N Y E  I ~ r n  A L A I  N F T  HOUSE R I L L  786. I T  I F IMPO,, 

THF LOMlTST P R I  C:ED EQUI  V E L A N T  R E C A U S E  NOT A L L  THE B I O A V A I L A B I L T V  

S T U ~ I  t~ A R E  A V A I L A B L E  T n  U C I .  T H F  B I L L  I S  I-ULL O F  HOLES AND I 
Tt-11 IdK I T MI1 L L  L O W E R  MEOI  C41. STANOARLIB. 

S 1 NCE AELV,  



East Gate Drug 
BOX- B/a/ 

EAST GATE SHOPPlNF CENTER 

M I S S O U L A ,  M O N T A N A  58807 
PHONE 649.561 1 

I i n v F  NOT F F E i J  THE RILL. B l  NCE I T  W b P  F ( R P T  I bTROOUCED. 1 I 1 N n t t ? t T A b i D  

i T rj R E E N  APlF NDEn. W l  T H  T M l  d I N M I N D ,  I C A N  0NL.V COMMENT (;EI\IERAI-I-Y, 

4 1 i JOT A t ? D R F C F  T H E  P P E C I  FI  C $ D  

I TI11 F<K T H F  l N T E N T  O F  T H 1 8  6 ILL I S L A U D A B L E .  R A s € o  O N  PAY PRA':TI cPL EX' 

I ' F  R l  F N C E  WORK1 N G  R E L I  E F  1 N Id1 $ F O U L A S  I C A N N O T  SEE T H A T  I T  WiOIJl,D R R l  NG 

filds,' $ 1  ' I ~ I  I C A N T  C H A N G E  70 P R A C T I  C F G  N O W  B E 1  PIG FQL.LOWED. I VIPULD I-IoFIE 

T I i c T  T I i F  E L D F R L V  'A'OULD klOT P E  PvllFLEAD 1 NTO T H l  N K l  PJG T H E Y E  MIILI- B E  P. S P c / \ T  

3 'FDUCTIOIU I I V  T t i E I R  P R E ? C R I P T I O N $ .  P ~ E T  m G T O R e  114 O U R  COrflP4Ul! lTV P i i f "  

: C - ' I R E  G F I V F R I  c s  W H E R E V E R  POESIRLE.  I C A N ' T  ~ E F  T H A T  THE RII-I. u r o u ~ n  

S A ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ P L  I S H  MUPI+ M O R E  I N  THE WIAV O F  S A V I  NGS. B U T  TI-IEN, I I ~ P V C N ' T  ~ ; t  A D  

' 1  i PILL. 



I'ErI' E KSON DRUG C ~ M  I'A N Y 
232 North Higgins 'Avenue 

P. 0. Box 1133 
Missoula, Montana 59801 



. -  : ; . , , I ; :  ~ , , . I  , 1 . r . 1 ~ ~ .  ! , r . ( "  i 1 1 6 : t  ;e.lt!ction Act 

' : /  I "  

1 , , ;, .! ,.; c . ; ~  :.:! 1 1 i t . ! , 1  t j l '  1 i H  2i3.d. 

. I  1 .  1 ~ ~ 1 . ;  r c :d te l '~ , r i~= ,  of p r c s c r l p t i ~ z n  drug:; i n  wl~ ich  

! j 4 ,  , , I - , )  LJ i , l k l v  available. che ca%rgory 3s antfhiotlcs and 

i , ~  ! . C, i i ?,,L ~ , ~ ~ ; o i - f  th  ~f pr -uscr l  p t i o n s  f'or ; i n t i b i o t i c s  are currently 

. . 
I . t . I  1 1 I . ~'hc p ! ~ d r l n ~ ~ e i s t s  are f i l l i n g  these h i t 1 1  

,! I , !  . ..< t ., ( i <.,L I ; I ~ L  i , a(: t~rc'r.; p r u d ~ ~ c  t.i, i n  otlier' words, the 

, I  i 2 .!:,L tr U.,I t ~ , t  \ i i > ~ c n . j  ~, i  ci~ea  1, g e n e r i c  drug oornpanias 

I L 1 1  i it I , !  L I t h i  i r <>,rll j ) r i )~lu(: t  t a b l e t s  as do the  ~ n a j u r  d r u g  

I .  . i 3:; l ,# t t .  , t.i, 111c the c:t.tzc.r-i iirui: company is i n  t i le 

(2 ; ( >  :,ti i r . , :  , ::oi t ~ J K  t!~t- b2r.e 1 it of  tile cdnsumer o r  t he  

,,, A r y  &:c L i t . < ~ l  j r  LJ i r , ,  

i . 1 ~  .,t!lt-i. ~ : , i  I I > ,  r:, I , ctr~f.i l ly,wrLcl~ ; i .vc/ciiuretics Sc t h e i r  con~bind- 

I . i t i  1.11, . i ) t ~ . ~  ( L L t t r - ~ ~ r ~  th t ,  II ICL has issued a list o f  116 drugs  

, ,uu, t i r,rlt, i 1 I i:, 11ot al;i:jeti d u e  t o  b i o e q u i v a l e n c e  problems. 

t n  i t L  f Lht 1 1 0  ~rc: l r l  t t 1 i . j  d ~ c o n d  ca tegory .  r h i s  b i l l  w111 

.. Lrc; .c, t't ,:c f i c i , i J  e f  f L C L  because t h e  b i o e q u i v a l e n c e  problems p o i n t e d  

, t , i I , i'i ~ 1 3 1  p r e v t n t  "dru@> p r o t i u c t  s e l c c t f o ~ "  i n  one o r  two 

, 1 J ,  \:at,c- u3-1tA.  . 
!I.,(: .I c;\;l!,e ' ~ . r ~ c ~ c ~ : ~ t l y  recieve gcrierlc p r e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  

t , L I  t i l t  I . t~a., 1 t lbe l e , i  as tiavinc; b ioequ lva lence  problelus, l 'hi s 

, .I,, . tb,c ~)~l:,siclans, w r i t i n 0  ttlt.se pl.escript, ions t o  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h e  

pi 1 1 -  id k~~ *)L'1er;1: tt,at may ar ise by u s  inf;  non-bj oequivalent '  drugs. 



S E C O N D  A N D  H O S L  S I H L t  I S  

M I S S O U L A ,  M O N l  A N A  5 Y B U l  

T t L E P H O N L  ( 4 U O )  6 4 2 - 2 1 9 1  

D. A .  W A N B E R G .  ADMINISTRATOR 

Senate donunittee i n  charge o f  HB 286, Drug S u b s t i t u t i o n  a c t ,  

A s  a r e g i s t e r e d  f'harmacist I wish t o  go on r eco rd  as be ing  
opposed to fiH 286. It opens a can  o f  l e g a l  worms. 
lt'irst i t  l o r c e s  t h e  lhkrmacis t  to carry two i n v e n t o r i e s  (which 
increases d r u g  p r i c e s )  & d e f e a t s  t h e  purpose. Second, t h e  
p a t i e n t  himself  is no t  q u a l i f i e d  o r  schooled In drugs to make 
t h a t  d e c i s i o n  f o r  himself .  Thirdly, it l e a v e s  t h e  door  open 
f o r  s u b p t u n t  gene r i c s  to f i n d  t h e i r  way i n t o  Montana, i f  a n  
unecrupulous ~ & n a c i s t  wishes to  do s o ,  

There is  r e a l l y  no need f o r  t h i s  law as t h e  Doctors a r e  
a l rmiy  Tree t o  ask  f o r  t r a d e  rlame Q r  gene r i c  products  now. 
1)harrmci s ts co-operate  wi th  t h e i r  wishes. Doctors have t h e  
medical t r a i n i n g  t o  be q u a l i f i e d  i n  t h i s  area, t h e  p a t i e n t  
does  not .  

Thar~Ic you very much. 

Nancy low 6 
Registered Pharmacist  

a 9 5  

0 1  t i t H  N O H I  t ! t  H N  P A C I F I C  B E N E F I C I A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  H O S P I T A L S  b P U G E T  S O U N D  

t 4 C ) S P I T A L .  T A C O M A ,  W A S H I N G T O N  a T H E  S A M A R I T A N  H O S P I T A L ,  S T .  P A U L .  M l N N t S O T A  
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I STOICK b 
b 

P.O. BOX 7339 

MISSOULA, MONTANA 59807 

March 2 b ,  1977 

Senate Cornit tee on Publ ic  Health, Welfare and Safe ty  
re: dB 286, The Montana Drug Product Se lec t ion  Act 

Senators, 

\Ve are  opposed t o  HB 286 f o r  many reasonta, the  following we feel a r e  
of key importance. 

1 )  E'rvm the l i a b i l i t y  point  of view. We a r e  pharmacists, not  p r e s c i b i ~ ~ g  
physicians, and therefore  should not  be delegated the increased 
l i a b i l i t y  with which such a b i l l  would burden us. 

2 )  Consumer savings w i l l  be minimal regardless  of  what i s  expected by 
the proponents of t h i s  b i l l .  Presently the re  arecnly about 2077 of  
a l l  pharmaceuticals produced t ha t  have generic equivalents. Cornpetitio!~ 
111 t h i s  area  has become so s t rong t ha t  the majori ty of the  manufactur.el; 
have lowered p r ices  i n  order  t o  s t ay  i n  the  market. 

3 )  hiltl\ough FDA approved and supervised, the  qua l i t y  of many generic drug:; 
and the  c r e d i b i l i t y  of t h e i r  manufactures a r e  questionable from our 
professional  point  of view. 

We strongly urge your do not  pass reccornmendation concerning t h i s  b i l l  as 
we f e e l  it w i l l  be a s t ep  f u r t h e r  i n  the degredation of medical ca re  i n  
Montana and the United S ta tes .  

/ , - / I  3ohn F. Stoick RPh 



DISCOUNT PHARMACY 
I 
1 Palmer M. Kronen - Owner 

700 Southwest Higgins - Missoula, Montana 59801 - Phone 549-41 25 

S c n a t t  Con~mtEttee 

I ' m  o p p o s e d  t o  }louse b i l l  286 a s  i t  i o  w r i t h e n ,  i n  m a w  c a ~ e s  

~ u , l o r t ~ a t i o n  on ' t h e r a n e u t i c  e q u i v a l e n c y '  is n o t  e v a i l ¶ a b l e  t o  t h e  

pi lar  s c i s t ,  and he h a s n ' t  t h e  d a t a  t o  make p r o p e r  iudpmcnt. Also 

rr,skinp s u b i s t i t u t i o n  o f  c h e a p e s t  branY m a n d a t o r y  rnipht n o t  R ~ W R Y S  

t r  i n  t h e  b e s t  iy~+erc=g ts  of  t h e  p a t i e n t .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  



I J l e a b h  Aid Pharmacy TELEPHONE 543-8247 

1440 W E ~ T  BROADWAY MlSBouLA, M O N T ~ N A  59801 

Senate Public Health Committee 
Cap i to l  build in^ 
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear S i r s :  

He: HI1 #286- which would allow pharmacierts t o  s e l e c t  a l e sa  expensive 
peneric drue product. 

In keepine: wi.th qua l i t y  medical care ,  why would we want t o  use the  l e a s t  ' expensive brand avai lable ,  ra ther  than brands of much b e t t e r  qua l i ty?  

I f  there  were printed some type of oompsndia which would l ist  whieh products 
a r e  ac tua l ly  bioequivalent;, it would be much eas ie r  t o  make th i a  s o r t  of 
product selection, A s  it i s  now, how do we know t h a t  one brand of erbhromycin 
s t ea ra t e  i s  equivalet  i n  everyway t o  a l e s s  expensive brand of erythromycin 
stearate.  

It is my opinion a t  this time, t h a t  Phannaciate today are del iver ing the  pa t ien t  
the  best  products avai lable ,  and a t  the  most reaaonably priced. I f  the pat ient  
wants a penerio subs t i tu t ion  made now, a l l  that  it requires i s  a phone e a l l  
t o  the D r ,  The pat ient  may a l so  aek the  M.D. to write the presar ipt ion generically,  
or iqinal ly .  

For 1,hese reasona, I cannot support HE # 286. 

Sinc ,k~~b.j~:~~ ely, 



s t~hc ; t . l  tttl: i n o  In.?\ [  svrtn p!.e,jr~rficc?rl,  h o ~ l ~ a \ l e r  a f t e r *  2 2  ya , j r  s i n  t h e  ~ r 1 n e ~ r l  f nl- r . l J ? ,  

ovr?r- ha1 F of '  i l a s  9 P h a r n a r y  T e c h n i r i a n ,  I berame srimewhut b i t t f ' r  d l  ttir7 

t f t l \ ~  iol I b nli.,jr19 tny r o n o r  i f113  t l n c ~ s  pharmacy p e r  s c ~ n n ~ l  had t r )  1I13t? t o ~ ! l  urlr~ 

r l i s p t ~ r ~ s i n t ]  t l i a  t ~ b v i o t ~ r ; l y  i n f e r i o r  p r o d i l c t s  t h a t  we re  pt~rc,ha.;r!d ,-lt so rv i i nu ly  

!>arl-+iin ~ ~ r i r n s  rlr t o  p r ~ t  i t  b l u n t . l y  ' t h o  l o u ~ s s t  p r i r * e  go1 t h o  I l i d ' .  

I t  i s  i r o l i i r  t h a t  s ~ v e r a l  y e a r s  aqo  P h a r m a c i s t s  ser,rncqd t o  [.:?.joy s o l 1  i r 1 1 1  t l i t  

h i  qhpr  , ~ r  i r e d  ~ m e d i r a  t i o n s ,  t h o t ~ a h  t h e y  made a  s m a l l e r  pe r c r jn tdon  on t h e  

t r a n s a c t  i o n ,  t h e r e  ~1.39 (3 q o ~ d  d o l l a r  volume.  410 J i t  snotns t h a t  socno 

rharmdriqts, not.  n ~ r ~ s : ? a r ' i l y  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  a r a  prn lnot lng  t h o  1f7t1!~r [ I r  i rf 'r i  

c?nl.itiec;. Odd, i ~ i i ' f :  it3 

I sh311  a t  t , h i s  t i m e  p r p s p n t  R T O W  ~ x c e r p t s  froin soln? ( I F  t h r s  rlnc.~rmc-nt - I !  

e \ ~ i r j n n r m  I am s t r b l n i t t i n q .  Each ro ln in i t t ee  ~nembor w i l l  r r c H l v n  a cony  o f  thi. 

e v i ~ l ~ t n c e .  T i m n  dclps n o t  o ~ r m i t  me t o  p r s s e r i t  t h i s  i n  i t s  ~ n t i r r ~ t y .  

A l f r e d  Ci l rnan Ph.D.,  r o - a u t h o r  of Goodman U i l m a n ,  t h o  rnosl wj t l r l y  l r s l l  

Pharmacnloqy  book i n  t e a g h i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i n  an  open  l r t t o r  t o  Sen.  C a y l o r d  

N e l s o n ,  ~uh ic l i  i n c i d e n t a l l y  may hs f o u n d  i n  t h e  ' o n g r e s s i ~ ~ n ~ l  securt-1 I J T  ? o p t .  1 , ' .  

1967 s t a t e s :  " I am a p p a l l e d  by many of  t h o s e  s t a t e ~ n c r i t s  w h i r h  i n p l y  t h : l t  

g ~ n o r  i c  d r u o s ,  m a r k e t e d  c h e a p l y  by s m a l l  d r u g  c o m p a n i s s ,  R r e  t h e  ~ q u i  v a l  nnt o r  

e s t a l ~ l i s l ~ e d  t r a d e r n n r k ~ . d  p r e p a r a t i o n s  m e r e l y  because c h c m i c a l  a n a l y s i s  i n c l ~ i . . ~ t r :  

t h a t  t h o  p r e p a r a t i o n  a c t u a l l y  co r1 t i~6ns  t h e  s p r c i f i e d  arno~tnt  O F  d r k ~ g , "  

. ." I Iiavo ser3n i n s t a n c e s  whe re  s l i q h t  c h a n q e s  i n  f o r m i ~ l a t . i o n  h ~ v e  , ' ? r~h l  A'-! 

t h e  b loo l j  l e v e l s  a n d  h a l v e d  t h e  t h e r a p e u t i c  d o s e  o f  t h e  d r u o .  These huprp 

n o t  c l  i n i r a l  i m o r e s s i o n s  h c ~ t  c a r e f u l l y  d e s i g n e d  and a r c ~ r r a t e  s t l r r l i e s .  I am, 

t h e f e r n r e ,  c o n v i n r p d  t h a t  t h e r e  is n o t  s u c h  a t h i n q  a s  a o e n u r i r  e q u l \ t 8 l ~ n t  

i n l e s s  p roven  h y  o d ~ q u a t e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  d a t a .  " 




