MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SENATE STATE ADMINISTRATION: COMMITTEE
March 28, 1977

The meeting was called to order by Senator Story, Vice Chairman, at 11:00
a.m. in Room 410 of the Capitol Building. Committee members present were
Senators Story, Devine, Blaylock, Roskie, and Brown.

The following bills were discussed: HB 447
HJR 83
HJR 85
HJR 79

HOUSE BILL 447

Representative Sivertson, District 7, sponsor of the bill, stated the
provides for deletion of the requirement that a registrar must notify
electors whose voting registration is cancelled.

PROPONENTS
John Bell, Montana Clerks and Recorders, spoke in favor of the bill.

Ernie Post, Staff Representative of the AFL-CIO, stated he had opposed
the bill in the House but now supports it with the amendments.

Jo Ann Woodgerd, Secretary of State's Office, stated she supports the
bill as amended.

There were no further proponents and no opponents to the bill.

Representative Sivertson noted the bill specifies an ad will be
run in the newspapers stating cancellation of registration has
been made of electors not voting in the previous general election.

There being no further discussion, the hearing was closed.

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 83

Representative Nathe, District 1, sponsor of the bill, stated the bill
requests the Congress to support the bills currently before the Congress
to restore the Fort Union Trading Post. He presented a booklet to the
commitee regarding the history of the Post.

There were no proponents or opponents to the bill and the hearing
was closed.

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 85

Representative Uhde, District 17, sponsor of the bill, stated the bill
asks for an interim study of economy and reform measures relating to
legislative budgeting and spending. He stated the sunset law is aimed
at regulatory agencies and this resolution is aimed at the people
employed by the state and to control the growth of bureacracy and
proliferation of rules.

There were no proponents and no opponents to the blll and the hearing
was closed.
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Senator Brown moved House Joint Resolution 85 Be Concurred In. THE MOTION
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 79

Representative Brand presented the bill on behalf of the House State
Administration Committee. He stated the bill was introduced to simplify
the campaign report form as stated in the blll and as per the sample
form printed on the back of the bill.

PROPONENTS

Jo Ann Woodgerd, Secretary of State's Office, stated this form follows
the o0ld form and she was not sure how it would conform to present law.

Ernie Post, Staff Representative, AFL~CIO, stated his support of the bill.

Margaret Davis, League of Women Voters, presented her testimony in support
of the bill to the committee.

John Hanson, Commissioner of Campaign Finances and Practices, stated his
support of a simplified form and suggested the bill be amended to state
this is a suggested form.

John Bell, member of the advisory committee to the Commissioner, stated
his support of the bill.

There being no further proponents and no opponents to the bill, the
hearing was closed.

Mr. Hanson gave a copy of a letter to the State Administration Committee
of the House to the committee re review of campaign practices.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned to reconvene
March 30.
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Thomas E. Towe, Chairman
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March 25, 1977

Honotable Joe Brand, Chaiitaan
State Aduinistration Cominittee
Montana House of Roprescrntatives
Copitol Building

e lena, Montuna La60]

Dear Represcntative Brund and Mombers of the House State Adwinistiation
Coanmittee:

As discussed with yvou on prior vicesions, | will, in the near future,
initiate a comprehensive revieow of the election Tows as they relate to
sooaign finances ond praciices.  In conducting this roview, vwhich will
be cived at simplifying and codifying the reporting forne and tecord
D e sduroe, w1l cad ) vpon the cxpertise of the menbors of
ivivary Comaitice to this oifice. Ihis comnittee (which includes
Coprocencation from hoth political parties of the Legislature; Denoct.
vid Republican Party; COPE; Chouber of Conmerce; Coumon Couvser Concors
vative Caucus; Leaque of Wouen Voters: Ancrican Party; Wooon's Politi. .

(X}

Caucusy Manicipal Clerks, Tireasurers, and Finance Officers fosn.g S bool
Sucia s UfTicials Assng County Clorbe and Recorders Assn; and County
Atloroey's Assn.) will provide valuable assistance in the review pro-
cve.  The views and input from these individuals will most certainly

result in wore simpltified reporting forms.

{
o

| irsenally of fer my assurance that, in accordance with House Joint
Rewolution Mo. 79, the reporting forms for those of you who will be
rvolved in the 1978 elections will be simplified to the catent that the
Lurrent provisions of the law allow. Additionally, legislation which
Wil eVlow futher simolificution, without crcatina Toophol o within the
Ditent and spirit of the Conpaiagn Practices Act, will be picaa 4 and
cvcnted (o the next Legislature for its thoughtiul consideration.

ifhis office realizes that the implenentation of the Coapaian Frooctives

Act has not been without mistake and that compliance has coused dit-

ficulty and frustration for some candidates. 1 oam, fowover, oototos

it the past elections have provided a basis upon which to iodify e
hninistvation of the Act.

hank you for your helpful cocporation and consideration in this natter.

STty yours,

JOHN N. HANSON

Conti ssioner

i/ kK



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

............. Hareh 3u. Ry
MR, . Presidanv..o
We, your committee on ... state Adldnlatracion. . e
having had under consideration ... House. . Joink resolution ... Bitl No.. 8%........
Respecttully report as foliows: That........ douse. Jodnt Res0luabion. Bt No.....685.......
HARGIK 1, CONCURRLL I 0
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