
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

March 2 6 ,  1977 

The t h i r t y - s e c o n d  mee t ing  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  
Welfare  and S a f e t y  Committee was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman 
S t a n  S t e p h e n s  i n  Room 405 of t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  on 
t h e  above d a t e  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 1 : O O  A.M. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 3 3 8 :  Chairman S t e p h e n s  
t u r n e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  o v e r  t o  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lynch who e x p l a i n e d  
h i s  b i l l  a s  one which would a l l o w  t h e  c o u n t i e s  t o  de tesmine  a 
p e r s o n ' s  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  Medicaid.  H e  s a i d  t h i s  i s  n o t  i n  
v i o l a t i o n  o f  f e d e r a l  law.  

P a t  Melby, D i r e c t o r ,  SRS, t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he asked  Repre- 
s e n t a t i v e  Lynch t o  sponsor  t h i s  b i l l  because o f  a  p r e v i o u s  
problem t h e y  found.  Because of t h a t  problem, h i s  depar tment  
now aslcs f o r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  s o  c o u n t i e s  can  double-check 
t h e  f e d e r a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  f o r  supp lementa l  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
( and  a u t o m a t i c  M e d i c a i d ) .  The e r r o r  r a t e  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  agency 
i n  t h e s e  programs i s  25 p e r c e n t ;  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  would a l l o w  
c o u n t i e s  t o  make f i n a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  on Medicaid e l i g i b i l i t y .  

Rod Gudgel o f  t h e  Montana Nurs ing  Home A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
t e s t i f i e d  h i s  A s s o c i a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  b i l l  a s  w r i t t e n .  

No o t h e r  p e r s o n s  appeared  a s  w i t n e s s e s  on t h i s  b i l l .  

Q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  Committee c o v e r e d  t h e s e  a r e a s :  

1) There  i s  a  c e i l i n g  on income o r  r e s o u r c e s  a p p l i c a n t s  
can  have  and s t i l l  q u a l i f y  f o r  h e l p .  

2 )  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  e s t a b l i s h e s  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t h e s e  
programs.  

3 )  T h i s  b i l l  would change t h e  l anguage  which s t a t e s  t h e  
f e d e r a l  e l i g i b i l i t y  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  c a n n o t  b e  q u e s t i o n e d .  

4 )  F i s c a l  n o t e  s t a t e s  a  p o s s i b l e  s a v i n g s  c o u l d  r e s u l t .  
5 )  I f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  p a s s e d ,  f e d e r a l  p e o p l e  would n o t  

compla in  becuase  t h e y  now know s t a t e s  a r e  unhappy w i t h  f e d e r a l  
e f f o r  r a t e .  

6 )  SSI  i s  composed o f  L O O  p e r c e n t  f e d e r a l  f u n d s ,  however,  
Medicaid i s  6 0  p e r c e n t  f e d e r a l ,  40 p e r c e n t  s t a t e  f u n d s .  

The h e a r i n g  was conc luded  on HOUSE BILL 3 3 8 ,  w i t h  NO 
ACTION B E I N G  TAKEN. 
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CONSIDEKA1rION OF HOUSE BILL 480 :  Chairman S tephens  
introduced R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Rengston who e x p l a i n e d  h e r  b i l l  a s  
one  which would r e v i s e  t h e  laws c o n c e r n i n g  community m e n t a l  
h e a l t h .  Bengston s a i d  t h e r e  would be  seven  changes  i n  t h e  
law which she  t h e n  e x p l a i n e d  t o  committee members. She s a i d  
t h e r e  a r e  two s u b s t a n t i v e  changes  i n  t h e  law by t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n :  
1) I n c r e a s e  S t a t e  f u n d i n g  from 50 p e r c e n t  t o  maximum o f  90 
p e r c e n t ,  and 2 )  Mandi tory  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  c o u n t i e s  (10 do n o t  
now p a r t i c i p a t e ) .  

There  were numerous p e o p l e  t e s t i f y i n g  on t h i s  b i l l ,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y :  

Joyce  DeCunzo, Mental  H e a l t h  Advisory  C o u n c i l ( ? )  
J i m  Johnson ,  Governor ' s  s t a f f  
John Nesbow, Community Menta l  H e a l t h  Counc i l  
P h i l l i p  Powers,  Bureau o f  Menta l  H e a l t h ,  Dept.  of  

I n s t i t u t i o n s  
D r .  Bryce Hughe tt, Regional  III Mental  H e a l t h  C e n t e r ,  - 

B i l l i n g s  
Clyde Cromwell, Board cha i rman ,  Region I11 Mental  

H e a l t h  C e n t e r  
Joy  Wicks, Montana Menta l  H e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n  
Dan Mixner,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  s e l f  
Greg McGurdy, Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o u n t i e s  

J o y c e  D e  Cunzo, s u p p o r t s  t h i s  b i l l  on b e h a l f  o f  h e r  
Department .  DeCunzo e x p l a i n e d  t h e i r  s t a n d  on t h e  b i l l  w i t h  
two hand-outs  (see E x h i b i t s  "A" and  "B") . 

J i m  Johnson,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Governor,  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  
b i l l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  mandatory p a r t i c i p a t i o n  p r o v i s i o n .  

J i m  Nesbow s u p p o r t e d  t h e  b i l l  (see E x h i b i t  " C " ) .  

P h i l l i p  Powers s u p p o r t e d  t h e  b i l l  (see ~ x h i b i t  "D"). 

D r .  Bryce Hughett t e s t i f i e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  - 
(see E x h i b i t  " D " ) .  H e w e t t  s a i d  o t h e r w i s e ,  a l l  c i t i z e n s  do n o t  
have a c c e s s  t o  Mental  H e a l t h  C e n t e r s  (meaning t h e  10 c o u n t i e s  
n o t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g )  . 

Clyde Cromwell t e s t i f i e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  because  
h i s  ~ o a r d  o f  South  C e n t r a l  Montana Reg iona l  Mental  H e a l t h  C e n t e r  
p a s s e d  a  mot ion  i n  s u p p o r t  of  HB480, s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  up t o  90 p e r c e n t  s t a t e  f u n d i n g  and a l s o  t h e  manda- 
t o r y  c o u n t y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  
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Joy  Wicks t e s t i f i e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  and l e n d i n g  
h e r  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  a l r e a d y  g i v e n .  

Dan Mizner ,  s p e a k i n g  a s  a  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n ,  spoke i n  
o p p o s t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l l ,  on t h e  g rounds  t h a t ,  a s  t h i s  i s  se t  up,  
a c i t i z e n  h a s  no  v o t e ,  n o  r e c o u r s e .  Mizner m a i n t a i n s  t h e r e  must  
be  some r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  an  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l .  To t h a t  e x t e n t  
he  proposed t h e  f o l l o w i n g  amendments (see E x h i b i t  " E N ) .  

Greg McGurdy opposed t h e  b i l l  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  manda- 
t o r y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and t h e  90  p e r c e n t  f u n d i n g  i s  u n l i k e l y  i f  
you t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  measure coming 
o u t  o f  t h e  House. McGurdy s a i d ,  a s  M r .  Mizner ,  t h a t  he  o b j e c t s  
t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  c i t i z e n  r e c o u r s e  and t h a t  t h e  b i l l  would remove 
t h e  budge t  c o n t r o l  and t h a t  i s  n o t  good. M r .  McGurdy s a i d  
he would s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l  i f  t h e  Committee adop ted  M r .  M i z n e r ' s  
amendments, s o  t h e  two s u b s t a n t i v e  changes  a r e  e l i m i n a t e d .  H e  
d o e s  n o t  t h i n k  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  
t h e  t a x p a y i n g  c i t i z e n .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Bengston c l o s e d  by s a y i n g  s h e  t h i n k s  it 
i s  t h e  S t a t e ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  a d e q u a t e l y  fund t h e  Community 
Mental H e a l t h  C e n t e r s ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  d e - i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  
program. Bengston added t h a t ,  i n  t h o s e  1 0  c o u n t i e s  n o t  p a r t i -  
c i p a t i n g ,  o n l y  t h o s e  i n  d i r e  need a r e  b e i n g  t a k e n  c a r e  o f ,  and 
t h a t ' s  n o t  r i g h t .  

Q u e s t i o n s  covered  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

1) A n o n - p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c o u n t y  as w e l l  a s  a  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
one ,  c a n  change t h e i r  minds a t  any t i m e .  

2 )  Twelve b a s i c  p r o v i s i o n s  t h a t  were mandated by f e d e r a l  
law v e r s u s  o r i g i n a l  5 .  

3 )  There  are a  number o f  t h e  n o n - p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c o u n t i e s  
which f e e l  t h e i r  d o l l a r s  would n o t  g e t  good s e r v i c e .  

4 )  On l i n e  1 3 ,  page 1, "any p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  . . . " 
would q u i t e  l i k e l y  i n c l u d e  p r i v a t e  as w e l l  a s  p u b l i c  - a l t h o u g h  
t h e  Bureau o f  Menta l  H e a l t h  n e v e r  has t a k e n  t h e  s t a n d  o f  r egu-  
l a t i n g  p r i v a t e  h o s p i t a l s  - it would b e  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t  t o  
i n t e r p r e t  . 

5 )  Payments a r e  made by p a t i e n t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  s l i d i n g  
s c a l e  which v a r i e s  from c e n t e r  t o  c e n t e r  - t h e  maximum c h a r g e  
c o u l d  be  a s  h i g h  a s  i f  a pe r son  went t o  a  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i t i o n e r  -- 
i f  h e  i s  a b l e  t o  pay.  
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6) Funding UJ t o  90  p e r c e n t  - t h e y  a r e  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  
50 p e r c e n t  l e v e l  now and have  gone o v e r  t h a t  f i g u r e  i n  t h e i r  
budge t ing  f o r  n e x t  t ime  p e r i o d  - breakdown is :  f e d e r a l ,  1 / 3  - 
s t a t e ,  1 / 3  t o  1/2 - l o c a l  monies r emain ing  p e r c e n t a g e .  

7 )  The S t a t e  w i l l  have  c o n t i n u i n g  r e s p o n ' s i b i l i t y  f o r  
t h o s e  p a t i e n t s  coming o u t  of Warm S p r i n g s .  

Chairman S t e p h e n s  i n t e r r u p t e d  q u e s t i o n s  because  of t i m e ,  
and conc luded  t h e  h e a r i n g  on HOUSE BILL  480 ,  w i t h  NO ACTION 
B E I N G  TAKEN. 

ADJOURNMENT: - The Chairman a d j o u r n e d  t h e  m e e t i n g .  

STAN STEPHENS, Chairman 
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E X H I B I T  "A" 

CHIi1-'Eil S I X  
-- ----- --A --- 

MANAGKMENT STKIJCTURF: 

56. C ~ ~ u r l t y  jmt ic ipnCion i ~ z  rncntae h c d t h  dunding m w X  be rna~zdntokq. 

S e v e r a l  c o u n t i e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  d o  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  ~ o m m u n i t y  M ~ r ~ t a l  

I i c a l t h  C e n t e r  sys tems .  Although n o r . - p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c o u n t i e s  a r e  a s s e s s e d  

c h d r g e s  on a  p e r  p a t i e n t  b a s i s ,  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t i e s  may b e  

d e n i e d  t h e  jrnrnediate a c c e s s  t o  s e r v i c e s  r e c e i v e d  b y  r e s i d e n t s  o f  p a r t i c i -  

p d t i n g  c o u n t i e s :  There  i s  a need f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  f i n a n c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

and  d e l i v e r y  o f  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  t o  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  

Mandatory coun ty  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  would e q u a l i z e  t h e  f u n d i n g  f o r  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  

f d c i l i t - i e s  among r e g i o n a l  c o u n t i e s ,  and  p r o v i d e  a mechanism f o r  e f f e c t i v e  

l o c a l  c o n t r o l .  

Mont-ana law e s t a b l i s h i n g  Comrnul\'ty Menta l  H e a l t h  C e n t e r s  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e s  

a  s p e c i a l  l e v y  a u t h o r i t y ,  t o  b e  used by c o u n t y  e x e c u t i v e s ,  t o  fund  ment.al 

h e a l t h  p i i r t i c i p a t i o n .  The Cornmission on  L o c a l  Government h a s  reconunended 

t h a t  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  law be  r e p e a l e d  and  t h a t  a s t a t e - w i d e ,  a l l  p u r p s e  

l e v y  b e  s u b s t i t u t e d .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s p e c i a l  l e v y  a u t h o r i t y  i s  

r e p e a l e d ,  t h e  C o u n c i l  recom~nends t h a t  a l l  c o u n t i e s  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  fund  

t h e i r  s h a r e  o f  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c o s t s  from a n o t h e r  s o u r c e .  I n  c a s e s  where 

n e w  forms o f  loca l  government have been  o r  w i l l  be a d o p t e d ,  mandatory 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  s h o u l d  a p p l y .  e 

5 7 .  T/ lehe 6hoLLed be an ~ Z a b ~ h e d  haA;io 06 b$U.&Z-couk&Lj bundiv lg.  

There  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  f i v e  major  revenue  s o u r c e s  f o r  s t a t e / c o u n t y  menta l  

h e a l t h  fund ing :  (1) f e d e r a l  g r a n t s ,  ( 2 )  s t a t e  f u n d s ,  ( 3 )  c o u n t y  t a x e s ,  ( 4 )  f e e s  

f o r  s e r v i c e s  and (5)' t h i r d  p a r t y  payments.  A b a s i s  o f  c o s t  s h a r i n g  s h o u l d  

he f o r m u l a t e d ,  which would d e f i n e  s t a t e  and  c o u n t y  f i n a n c i h l  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  

I e d c r a l  g r a n t s ,  e x c e p t i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  g r a n t s ,  s h o u l d  be a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  

s t - d t e ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  c o s t  s h a r i n g ,  u n l e s s  t h e  t e r m s  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

41 
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E X H I , B  I T "C" 

THE STATE COUNCIL OF MONTANA COMMUNlTY MENTAL HEALTH CENTERS HAS TAKEN 

THE POSITION OF SUPPORTING HB-480. THE INCREASED DEMAND OF COMMUNITY 

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES DUE TO THE INAPPROPRIATELY PLACED PEOPLE RETURNING 

TO .THEIR COMMUNITIES, THE LOCAL DEMANDS BY THE COURTS FOR EVALUATIONS 

AND THE DEMAND FOR SERVICES BY OUR RESIDENTS, MAKES I T  NECESSARY FOR AN 

INCREASED LEVEL OF FUNDING FROM THE STATE. PRESENTLY THE LAW ONLY ALLOWS 

THE STATE TO FUND 50% OF THE TOTAL MENTAL HEALTH CENTER BUDGETS. I N  ORDER 

TO MAINTAIN CURRENT LEVEL SERVICES, A HIGHER PERCENTAGE MUST BE ALLOWED. 

I WOULD L I K E  TO CALL TO YOUR ATTENTIOW PAGE 7 L INES 8-9-10-11. I N  THE 

HOUSE COHMITTEE THIS  WAS AMMENDED FROM SHALL PARTICIPATE TO MAY PARTICIPATE. 

THEN APPARENTLY RE-AMMENDED TO SHALL ON THE HOUSE FLOOR. UNDER THE PRESENT 
7 

LEVEL OF FUNDING, I F  THE NON-PARTICIPATING COUNTIES ARE MANDATED INTO -----_.---_ - ___"_ __-- ---- - - + 

THE PROGRAM THE INCREASED BIENNIUM COST TO THE CENTERS WOULD BE $801,925.  --- -- --- _I_________I__ - ---.- - -- ---- ---. 
WITH NOT ENOUGH FUNDS AVAILABLE AND SERVICES I N I T I A T E D  INTO THESE COUNTIES, WE 

WOULD BE 'SPREADING OURSELVES SO THIN, AND CUTTING SERVICES I N  AREAS ALREADY 

ESTABLISHED, THAT - WE WOULD BE JEOPARDIZING OUR WHOLE PROGRAM. SO WE URGE 
- - -  ---- -- -_ _ -_  _ -._ 

YOU TO TAKE 'CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF THE PORTION OF HB-480 MANDATING PAR- 

T IC IPATION.  THE -- DILUTION OF PRESENT SERVICES CAUSED BY T H I S  PROVISION 
----_~I___--- - ------ ----_ - 

WILL RESULT I N  NON-COMPLIANCE WIW STATE AND FEDERAL LAW AND PLACE ALREADY 
- -  - -  

- __--- - --- --__ _ 

L I M I T E D  SERVICES I N  AN IMPOSSIBLE POSITION. 
- _ _ _ ____I -- A---- 

I N  CLOSING 1 WANT TO EMPHASIZE WE SUPPORT HB-480 WHICH WILL ALLOW SUFFICIENT 

STATE FUNDING SO WE CAN PROVIDE NECESSARY , SERVICES REQUIRED BY THE RESIDENTS 

OF THE STATE OF MONTANA. 
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Action Paper For Chamber Board 

By unanimo~ls a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  t h e  fo l lowing  motion w a s  passed a t  
t h e  Heal th  A f f a i r s  Committee Meeting of t h e  B i l l i n g s  Chamber of Commerce 
on March 17,  1977: 

B e  i t  reso lved  t h a t  t h e  B i l l i n g s  Chamber of  Commerce s u p p o r t  a t  t h e  

p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  of  t h e  S t a t e  Sena te  Pub l i c  Hea l th ,  Welfare,  and S a f e t y  

Cornmittee,H.B. 480, a b i l l  "To Genera l ly  Rev$se the  Laws Cbncerning 

Coinmunity Mental I Ieal th  Centers ;  Amending Sec t ions  80-2801 through 

80-2804, R.C.M. 1947" passed by t h e  S t a t e  House o f  Represen ta t ives ,  

THE GOAL: Equal acces s  t o  h e a l t h  c a r e  f o r  a l l  c i t i z e n s  is a 

n a t i o n a l ,  s t a t e  and l o c a l  p r i o r i t y .  The Heal th  A f f a i r s  Committee a c c e p t s  

t h i s  as  a long  term l o c a l  goa l .  

The PROBLEM: A t  p r e sen t  i n  Montana, 10 of t h e  56 c o u p t i e s  a r e  non- 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  community mental  h e a l t h  programs, The p r e s e n t  s t a t u t e  

makes p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o p t i o n a l .  The c i t i z e n s  of non-pa r t i c ipa t ing  c o u n t i e s  

do n o t  have equa l  acces s  t o  such s e r v i c e s .  

- 
Also, t h e  p r e s e n t s t a t u t e  l i m i t s  t h e  amount of  s t a t e  f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  

t o  no more than  50% of t h e  annual  budget of  mental  h e a l t h  c e n t e r s  even 

though mandated s e r v i c e s  l a r g e l y  r e p l a c e  p rev ious ly  e n t i r e l y  s ta te  

f inanced  ones.  

THE SOTJUTION: H.B.  480 amends t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t u t e  by r e q u i r i n g  a l l  
r 

c o u n t i e s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  and a l lows  f o r  up t o  90X funding frorn t h e  s t a t e ,  
--' 

IMPLEMENTATION: I f  t h e  B i l l i n g s  Chamber of Commerce Board concurs ,  - 

Bryce G. Hughett ,  M.D., a member of  t h e  Heal th  A f f a i r s  C o w i t t e e ,  w i l l  

a t t e n d  t h e  &committee hea r ings  t e n t a t i v e l y  s e t  f o r  Sa turday ,  March 26 

t o  suppor t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  

- r  
% w- 77 



E X H  I B I T  "D-1"  

H I G H L I G H T S  O F  M O N T A N A ' S  
M E N T A L  H E A L T H  P R O G R A M S  

HIS'L'ORICAL REVIEW . . . . . . . . . HURT - HOLD -+ HELP . . . . . 
m Montana, our h i s t o r i c a l  background i n  mental h e a l t h  treatment has  tended 

to p a r a l l e l  t h a t  of the na t ion  a s  a whole i n  a progressive movement from h u r t  t o  
hold to  help! Two hundred y e w s  ago, the mentally ill or yetarded were considered - 
l u n a t i c s  who were banished from t h e i r  comtuunities by being hidden i n  c e l l a r s ,  
stoned, burned o r ,  perhaps most c r u e l l y ,  were ~enf'into the  wilderneas t o  fend f o r  
themselves. 

I n  the mid-19th century,  we progressed from h u r t  to  hold ,  as h o s p i t a l s  f o r  
"the insane'' became a bas ic  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  $he care1of  the  mentally ill. It 
would no t  be f o r  y e t  another hundred years  t h a t  major new t reatment concepte would 
introduce a new e r a  of help. 

In the e a r l y  l93O1s, shock treatment and psycho~utgery  snd psychotherapy 
( t a l k  treatment) emerged - -  to  be followed i n  the  e a r l y  1950's by the  in t roduc t ion  
of psychotropic drugs t h a t  were e f f e c t i v e  i n  reducing the  outward symptoms of the  
psych ia t r i c  pa t i en t .  While much of the pas t  i s  outdated now, these  gradual  changes 
were a necessary p a r t  of the formulation and development of the  present  day t r e a t -  
ment of  the  mentally i l l  i n  Montana. 

The f i r s t  mental hygiene c l i n i c  i n  the S t a t e  s t a r t e d  i n  1948 a s  an outgrowth 
of rile S t a t e  Hospi ta l  and provided primari ly o u t p a t i e h t  care.  Montana's f i r s t  

1 cornunity mental h e a l t h  cen te r  was opened i n  1968 i n  Miles Csty but  i t  was not  
u n t i l  1972 t h a t  the f i v e  bas ic  se rv ices  of i n p a t i e n t ,  emergency, day care, out -  
p a t i e n t  and consul ta t ionleducat ion were a c t u a l l y  i n  e f f e c t  i n  three  catchment 
areas.  By 1975, a l l  f i v e  regions of the  S t a t e  were f e d e r a l l y  funded and providing 
these bas ic  se rv ices  t o  our t o t a l  population. 

WHY HAVE MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAMS . . . . . . . WHO IS SERVED? 

Montana, l i k e  the  r e s t  of the  na t ion ,  has  alwayr had c i t i z e n s  who have found 
the s t r e s s  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  m r e  than they could handle. Consider a few s t a t i s t i c s  
t h a t  a r e  t y p i c a l l y  an ind ica t ion  of personal ant$ commuaity s t r e s s :  

The number of mar i t a l  d i s s o l u t i o n s  i n  Montana h+s set a new record 
each year s ince  1971. I n  1974, there  were 3,611 divorces d i r e c t l y  
a f f e c t i n g  the  Lives of 4,470 children.  

The number of  su ic ides  i n  Montana Lncrewed from 108 in 1973 t o  122 
i n  1974 (13% increase) .  

O The number of c l i e n t  in takes  (admissionr) to  the  various alcoholism 
programs throughout the S t a t e  increased from 6,115 i n  1975 t o  7,529 
i n  1976. 
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L 
I p I ~ E A L P I ~  COMMITTEE, Monday, March 28th ----- - 

I AI~IIINLIML:NTS ----- PROPOSED ON HI3480 (by Dan Mianer I n  Hearing S a t u r d a y ,  t h e  2 b t l l )  

I L. ~ l l l i n c i  page  5, s e c t i o n  4 ,  line 20: 
Following: " c o r p o r a t i o n . "  

I I n s e r t :  " and  approved by $he county commissioners," 

2. ~rltc~ld pdge 6 ,  S e c t i o n  4 ,  l i n e  3 .  

I Fol  low ~ r l g  : "reqi .on"  
I n s c r  t : I' f or approval  I' 

. 3 .  A n l e n d  page 7 ,  S e c t i o n  4 ,  l i n e  9 .  I Following: " M A Y "  -- 
S t r i k e :  "SHAI,Li' 
I n s e r t :  "may provide  to"  
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E X H I B I T  "F" 

Sogtk I fliz~trid $do~tatj~ 

Kegio~qI f ie~ta /  Ahi~lt' YI t? t3?3~i~r 

i 5  Piorth 29th 
P,lontana 59101 

252 :)550 ariytime 
or 252-5658 during working hours 

,' .i,;ti bor l~oud Counselini: Center 1 li; ?,'lantana Avz., U r n .  # 10 
Irr:gs, hlontana 59101 

-re/: 25z.t j51~3 

t c~ t Ll.1 .s Cornrnunitv Hospital 
; I irn',I:r, i.Aontana 5901 1 

!PI: 9.{?-:)132 

S e n a t o r  S t a n  S t e p h e n s ,  Chairman 
P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  W e l f a r e ,  and S a f e t y  Commi t t ee  
Montana S e n a t e  
He1 ena  , Montana 59601 

Dear S e n a t o r  S t e p h e n s  : 

T h e  Board o f  S o u t h  C e n t r a l  Montana Reg iona l  Mentdl  
H e a l t h  Center, d u r i n g  their r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  th is  
d a t e ,  passed  a  m o t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  Mouse B i l l  
4 8 0 ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n c l u d i n g  the p r o v i s i o ~ ~ s  o f  u p  
t o  n i n e t y  p e r c e n t  s t a t e  f u n d i n g  and r e q u i r i n g  
manda tory  c o u n t y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  

W e  h o p e  your  Commi t t ee  w i l l  recommend " d o  pass"  
f o r  this B i l l  i n  s u c h  form.  

V q y  t r u l y  yours, 

A r t  K l  i n d  Flrst Wrst /Box # 265 
~uncl~rp,  hlontana 59072 1 I .  3?3-1142 l3oakd Chairman 

4 D ~ v l s ~ o n  St reet /  Edison E3ldg. 
irlowtan, F.1ontana 59036 1 1. 6 3 2  4508 

'2 , '; . 7 ,  ' 

;/ 4f,,, 

1 S ~ d 1 1 i  t l i ~ h  I EOX $44 ~-/ f f ' . I  F L,. - ;- L.' 
ar , toaf~n,  Montana 59457 A1 ice Adarns Ed' Miller 

t d ~ t t i  U ~ , i n  Cour t l io i r~c J o h n  L e u t h o l d  R o b e r t  N o t t c n  
~r l fo r t i ,  t l o ~ l t d n a  59479 

<:I: 566 2211 

t r o l u u n ~  Cour t i~ousc 
I I I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  hionland 59087 

429 "I555 

, 




