
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE' 

MONTANA STATE SENWE -. 
- ,  y s  

The thirty-first meeting of the Senate Education Committee was 
called to order by Senator Chet Blaylock, Chairman, on the above 
date, in Room 402 of the State Capitol puiiding at 11;OO o'clock 
A. M. 

ROLL CALL: All members of the committee Were present, with the 
exception of Senator E d  Smith who was excvsed. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL No. 348: An act entering into the 
interstate agreement on qualification pf  educational personnel 
and for related pruposes. 

Representative Estenson, District 32, sponsor of the Bill, was 
called on to present her testimony. She states this was enabling 
legislation to allow resciprocity with gther states on teacher 
qualifications and certification. 

Proponents of the Bill included: 

John Vorhees, OSPI, who presented hi$ testimony in support to the 
Committee, in writing, copy of which is attached. 

There was no opposition to the Bill 

When questioned by the Committee, Mr. Vorhees replied that this 
practice was adopted throughout the Pacific Northwest where most 
of our students go and had accepted'this inter-state agreement. 

Senator Dunkle moved that House Bill 348  BE CONCURRED IN: motion 
was seconded and carried unanimously. $anator Warden will carry 
the Bill on the floor. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL No. 410: An act allowing school 
districts to establish programs for serving gifted and talanted 
children and providing for administration of these programs; 
amending Sec. 75-7121 to allow for financial administration of 
the program by school districts and establishing an automatic re- 
peal- date. 

Representative Dussualt, District 95, l#issoula, sponsor of the 
Bill, was called on to present her testimony. She explained this 
Bill sets up the mechanics allowing programs to be established by 
all schools pertaining to gifted and talented children. These 
children should be identified and allowed to progress at their 
accelerated rate rather than forced t~ be kept at normal grade- 
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progression levels which is detrimental to'their intellect and 
talent. 

Proponents of the Bill included: 

George Camp, school psychologist, Great Falls Public Schools, 
stated the program was originally funded by the government and now 
was by local district money, and introduced a PACE student enrolled 
in the Great Falls program, 

Eric Jacobsen, PACE student, Great Falls, testified as to the 
variety of subjects and crafts students in this program learned 
about and their interest in a large number of matters. 

Mr. Camp further explained the advanced stages of intellect of 
gifted children and how this was lost by lack of stimulation or 
encouragement of their creativity. 

Harriet Meloy, Board of Public Ed., testifying as an interested 
mother, submitted written testimony to the Committee, copy of w h i c h  
is appended to these minutes. 

Marie McAlear, teacher at Twin Bridges, Mont,, stated at Twin 
Bridges there was budgeted $40,000 to take care of one educationally 
handicapped child under the Special Ed pragram, but nothing to help 
several. especially gifted children; that the program was not even 
allowed to be set up voluntarily as there was no provision for it 
in the law. 

Lyle Eggum, OSPI, submitted his statement in writing, copy of which 
is attached. 

George Camp handed out information relating to the subject matter. 

In closing, Rep. Dussault mentioned funding would be matched by 
federal money. 

Fred G. Carl expressed his approval of the proposed Bill. 

Gene Cetrone, former senator, rose in support of the measure. 

Discussion centered on the cost of this type of programt Rep. 
Dussault indicating general estimates of $140 per pupil for gifted 
compared to $4,900 for handicapped child6 and that grants are 
available for this purpose. 

There being no further questions, the Chair closed the hearing on 
House Bill 410. 
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The sponsor of House Joint Resolution No. 75 set for hearing this 
date was unable to attend, and the Chair rescheduled the hearing 
for March 31st. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:55 A.M. 

Chet Blaylock, Chairman 
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M r .  Chainiran and menlbers o f  t h e  committee, nly narne i s  Joh11 Voot-Itis d t ~ d  

I r ep resen t  t h e  O f f i c e  O F  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n .  We a r e  s u l ~ p o r t i n y  t h i s  

p i ece  o f  l e q i s l a t i o n .  

\ h e n  t h e  Board o f  P u b l i c  Educa t i o r~  carlle i n t o  ex i s t ence  under t h e  rlew 

c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  one of t h e i r  f i r s t  t asks  was t o  rev iew Teacher Cducat ion 

arrd C e r t i f i c a t i o n .  A f t e r  cons ide rab le  i n p u t ,  t h e  Board o f  P u b l i c  

Educat ion,  on October 29,  1974, e s t a b l i s h e d  sollie o b j e c t i v e s  t o  pursue.  

One o f  these o b j e c t i v e s  was t o  r e v i s e  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p o l i c i e \  artd 

i n c o r n o r a t e  rnot-e d i s c r e t i o n  and f l e x i b i  1 i t y  i n t o  t h e  procedures a t  

t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l .  

A t  t h d t  t i n e ,  i t  was suqgested t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n  be in t t -oduced t o  i n s t i l u t e  

r e c i p r o c i t y .  IIB 348 does t h i s l  l1B 348 i s  an enab l i ng  p i ece  o f  l e q i s l a t i o n  

t h a t  a1 lows t h e  Super in tendet i t  o f  Pub1 i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  t o  judge co l~ iparab le  

teacher  t r a i n i n g  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  and t o  e n t e r  i t i t o  agree~rlents t o  

exchange c e r t i f i e d  pet.sonne1. 

Fro111 a  p r a c t i c a l  p o i n t  o f  v iew, Montana has I - t l c ip t -oc i t y  w i t h  o ther-  s t d t e s  

b u t  o t h e r  s t a t e s  do n o t  have i t  w i t h  us. L e t  llle e x p l a i n .  U s u a l l y ,  

d person t r a i n e d  i n  ano ther  s t a t e  f i n d s  they (.on tenct l  i n  Flontand ( a t  

l e a s t  on a  p r o v i s i o n a l ) :  however, w i t h  sever-dl d c v e l o p ~ ~ ~ e n t s  i n  recen t  

years  i n  o t h e r  sta.t.es, ou r  grdduates a re  f i r l d i t i g  1 t  Inore d i f f i c u l t  t o  

qo t o  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  Th is  p i ece  o f  I e g i s l a t i o n  can r e s o l v e  t h i s  pt-oblel~i .  

l?le uroe  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  l ~ i  1 1  





















'I'ltc rc:c.og~iit iun  of d i f  f e r e n t  needs anlong c h i l d r e n  and t h e  a t  tee~pL t o  c.duc.<l t cl 

eac , l~  callild acoording t o  h i s  s t r e n g t h s  and a b i l i t i e s  i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  piirt  of our  

) edu(.dtiondl sysLwn. The need of t h e  g i f t e d  c h i l d  t o  r e a l i z e  h i s  po ten t i i l l  i s  a s  
u~11cr  

curui~elling a s  t l i a t  of t h e  c h i l d  who develops s lowly o r  who i s  handicapped i 11 sornc/w;iy. 

Mo~itana ' s  t h r e e  t o  four  thousand g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  c h i l d r e n  a r e  being stiortcliangcd 

bec,~use they have few programs t o  cha l l enge  and s t i m u l a t e  them t o  use  t h e i r  unusual 

p o t e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of themselves and s o c i e t y .  

H .  B.  410 is meant t o  encourage l o c a l  school  d i s t r i c t s  t o  make a n  e x t r a  e f f o r t  

t o  o r g ~ n i z e  programs s p e c i a l  groups of c h i l d r e n .  A g r e a t  dea l  of 
erlt i r e l y  

money is not  needed, bu t  commitment f s .  These c h i l d r e n  w i l l  no t  be /separa ted  f  run1 the 

overal l .  s t u d e n t  popala t ion ,  b u t  w i l l  b e  given some en r i ch ing  experience t h a t  w i l l  keep 

then1 i ~ i t e r e s  ted  and involved. 

So~nz persons b e l i e v e  t h a t  r e a l l y  smart s t u d e n t s  w i l l  make i t  on t h e i r  own and should 

not  be pandered t o ,  bu t  t h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  o f t e n  bec.ome bored and discouraged.  

They a r e  t h e  underachievers  of a school  system i n  many i n s t a n c e s .  They waste  time and 

l o s e  t h e i r  c a p a c i t y  t o  learn-- and t h e  g r e a t e s t  l o s 6  is i n  tlie e a r l y  yea r s  wliere 

programs a r e  t h e  fewes t .  

In a  s t a t e  where we a r e  making an  unusual e f f o r t  t o  educa te  t he  handicapped c h i l d ,  

s u r e l y  we can f i n d  a  few d o l l a r s  t o  g i v e  some s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  g i f t e d  and 

t a l  ented c h i l d .  

The f u t u r e  of t h i s  v e r y  complex s o c i e t y  may w e l l  depend on t h e  development of 

one of i t s  compenents --the two t o  t h r e e  m i l l i o n  g i f t e d  and t a l en t ed  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h i s  

country.  Fu tu re  l e a d e r s  i n  government, bus ines s ,  t h e  a r t s  and o t h e r  p ro fe s s ions  may 

well come from t h i s  smal l  pool  of c r e a t i v e  people.  We can only hope t h a t  t hese  

c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e  prepared t o  bear  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h r u s t  upon t l ~ e n ~  a l l  too  soon. 

O n  behalf  of t h e s e  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e i r  parents-- and i n  f a c t  society--  p l ease  givex 

s e r i o u s  cons ide ra t ion  t o  t h i s  b i l l .  



U'lll: I< I t : r i S ,  i l l  t l ~ i s  cc)nlplcx and fast-cl~rulgi~lg socicty, tlic gilt 01 i ~ ~ l c ~ l l c c t  is 

:I 111:tjor ~~:~tic)n: t l  I-csour-ce, and 

LVIII~:l<L+:AS, students endowed with unusual talents shoultl be e~lcou~.:tgctl bc- 

c8:~usc ol tllckir potc.11lial as future leaders,  atld 

WllERl<AS, despite the efforts of educators during thc pas1 1c.w yca1.s to pro- 

vitlc giStc:tl stud(:lits with programs t o  suit their needs, only a smull percentage is 

being tot~c.11c~l l-'jr any special  offering, and 

W111<1<1~,1S, l i l~e  handicapped persons, giftcd stude~its  need special ~ ) rog~- :~ l t l s  

i f  tllcy re lo bcntlfit ~uliquely ~ I - O I ~  the i r  scl~ooling, and 

Wl115IiI-:iZS, without special  attention, giltcd c:lliltll.c.~-\ may nevcr ~ .ca l i ze  t1:t.i~ 

Lull ~ lo te l l t i a~ ,  

NOW 1'\11.:1<EF011E, I3TS rl' J~ESOI~VEI), that the nlot~tall:~ 1lon1-tl of l'ublic. 

1:duc;ition rcc4tlcsts the Natio~ial Associati011 of State I3oai-tls of l:clilc:~lion to  

ellcoilrage tlie clcs i g l  of special programs to devclol~ tlie a b i l ~ t j  a~lcl s1,ill ol' gil tccl 

childl.en, and 

13E IT l'UI<TIIEH RESOLVED, that tlic Montana l3o;u.d of 1'i1I)11(* I:cli~catio~i 

coniniits ilsclt to iniinediute and personal concern \vi th iclcwl i Iyil~:; a ~ ~ t l  s c1rvln2 

giStc>tl students,  and eilcouragcs tlie National Association oS St:itc I3o;il.cIs of I~'tli~c~:~lion 

to r~i-gc prograln funding on a sca le  coiii~ncnsuri~tr:  wit11 nlloc;~tio~is to  0111(~1- 

Ii:u~tlicapl~ed studenk.  



\IIII.I{t:AS, t h e  rlieasure of s u c c e s s  of  an  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem I s t l le  
Ilig11 clu(3l i t y  o f  s 'c t lool ing p r o v i d e d  for - a l l  i t s  s t u d e n t s ,  and 

\.!tIf.K17AS, i r i c r e a s e d  a t t e n t i o n  has been p a i d  t o  t h e  problc~~ns of  t h e  
d i :,.lclv;~n I .ri;c~l and e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d ,  and 

\!Il l  l<I<:AS, t11e s c l ~ o o l  sys tem h a s  func t io i l ed  w e l l  f o r  c11.i 1 d r  r . 1 1  j 11  l l ~ e  
1101  r,r,il r ,irlge o f  a b i l i t y ,  and 

\.iilf~liFAS, t h e  11eeds o f  g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  p u p i l s  h a v e  11ot rc.c.c ivrsd s p e c i a l  
, i t  tc.lrt i o n  evcin t l ~ o u g h  t l ~ e s e  s t u d e n t s  have t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  nuke  r i c l i  
c 011t 1- i l ) ~ i t  i o n s  t o  o u r  c u l t t l r e  and s o c i e t y ,  

UE 1 T  KI1SOl,Vt:D, t h a t  American A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  U n i v c t r ~ i i  t y  Wol~lc~n 
io : , t  dr e n d e a v o r s  on t h e  l o c a l  level t o  i d e n t i f y  g i f t e d  and t a l  c . 1 1 t  t *d  
t 11 i 1 c1rc.u . ind n:;r,i s t  i n  e n c o u r a g i n g  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  tow,ird t l rcsc 
: ; t ~ ~ d t  ~ ~ t s ,  ,111d 

RE: L'l' FUR I'I1k:R RI:SOI,VED, t h a t  mernbers o f  MU\J  I J L - G C  sc.I1(101 d .i : i l  1- j 1. t S 

t.o 131 ; ,I) ;111d devc:lop programs which meet t l ie  n e r d s  of  i l l  I. chi  1  tl~-c.n i ~rc-1 ~ l c l  i rig 

t lie g i f  t t :d  a ~ l d  t a l - e n t e d ,  and f t i r t h e r  t h a t  M U W  rc!qricst. t-llc F l o n t  ; I I I : ~  I . c * ~ : i  S -  

l a t  i v c  Assct~ribly t o  g i v e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f u n d i n g  of s u c l ~  ~ ) I - U G ~ ; I I T I S .  
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3717 Creekwood Road 
Missoula,  MT 59801 
January 21 , 1977 

M r .  George Camp 
Great F a l l s  P u b l i c  Schools 
Great Fa1 l s ,  Montana 59401 

Dear M r .  Camp: 

I am w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  on t he  beha l f  o f  the  b i l l  p e r m i t t i n g  school 
d i s t r i c t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  programs f o r  g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  c h i l d r e n .  

I have an i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  g i f t e d  son, now age 17, who has s u f f e r e d  
from the  l a c k  o f  s u i t a b l e  programs i n  the Missoula schools .  I n  v iew 
o f  the amount o f  taxes we pay t o  suppor t  them, h i s  f a t h e r  and I deeply 
resen t  the  i n a b i l i t y  o f  the p u b l i c  schools t o  g i v e  our  o n l y  c h i l d  a 
s u i t a b l e  educat ion.  We see l a r g e  sums o f  money spent on handicapped 
c h i l d r e n  and we t h i n k  t h a t  money w e l l  spent.  1 would suggest,  however, 
t h a t  the  e x c e p f i o n a l l y  b r i g h t  c h i l d  i s  a t  l e a s t  as va luab le  a resource 
as t he  handicapped c h i l d  and t h a t  he a l s o  deserves educa t ion  designed 
e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  h i s  needs. 

I have heard i t  s a i d  t h a t  the  b r i g h t  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  succeed anyway. 
Some may - a l though w i t h o u t  guidance and i n s p i r a t i o n  they may never 
develop t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  - bu t  o t h e r s  w i l l  no t .  Our son was bored and 
disenchanted w i t h  school ;  he cou ld  e a s i l y  have become a d ropout .  
Because we were f i n a n c i a l l y  a b l e  t o  do so, we p u t  him i n  a p r i v a t e  
school designed f o r  g i f t e d  s tuden ts .  We a r e  as ton ished  a t  t h e  change 
i n  h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward educa t ion  and h i s  growing respec t  f o r  i n t e l l e c -  
t u a l  achievement. But most paren ts  o f  g i f t e d  c h i l d r e n  cannot a f f o r d  
the h i g h  cos t s  o f  p r i v a t e  schools ,  and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  be ing  s h o r t  
changed i n  our  classrooms. 

I f  we r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  i n  develop ing i n d i v i d u a l  p o t e n t i a l  and i f  we 
b e l i e v e  i n  the p u r s u i t  o f  exce l lence ,  then we must p rov ide  adequate 
educa t ion  f o r  the  g i f t e d  and the  t a l en ted .  We a r e  n o t  do ing i t  now. 
Please l e t  me know what I can do t o  he lp  promote t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  
.. - .. 

Maxine C .  Johnson 



Our readers' opinio 
Downtown kuggeetionn 
We, the Room SIX, sixth grade class of 
Lewis and Clark School, have been dls- 
cusslng the problems of the downtown 
Great Falls area. Here are some of our 
ideas : 

1. Transportation-City bus lines to help 1 

cut down traffic and aid shoppers who 
cannot drive. Ideas for downtown area. 
-2. Nursery to provide babysitting to 
shoppers at a rn~nimum fee which would A central business district market That's a start. Another start-of a , 
be used to allow free parking. study released last month gave a different kind-has been made in . 

strong warning regarding Great the "Our readers opini6ns" section 
3. Free parklng on the streets only. Falls' downtown. The study said on this e. A sixth grade class at 

4. A parking buildrng and more city 
7 this city is standing* at a M s  an Clark School has been 

parking lots. This would be free paid 
crossroads, and added, "Your thinking about downtown improv- 

parking. downtown will thrive or wither ment, and it makes some sugges- 
based upon the decisions to be tions for Tribune readers. 

5. Doors between the stores so shoppers made in the coming months. Your 
would not have to go outside so often. fFor time is short." Some of those suggestions are 
example, between the Anita and the Gold 
Faucet stores.) 

good, others are not feasible-but 
That's a Pretty blunt message and all of them are imaginative. And 

6. Wishing well in front of the Civic it Calls for Some response, not only it's aauraging to see a group of 
Center wlth all proceeds from wishes to from downtown merchants, but al- sixth graders take interest in thb 
"flow" into the city treasury. sofmm$bWGreat Falls EsidentS s~bjm. Because of their itltt!~bt; 

of all a ~ i  So far, little h p m b  t h e  elementary ~&oal studena: 
7. Revblvtng restaurant over Central has &!eni heard. 
~ v e n w  so people could look out over the % .' d;* s put a god number of Gr'eat Falls' 
streels and shops while eatlng. " . * . &:.,! ' residents to Shame. 

A an$hitlan whose memben~arp 
8. Bridges over Central Avenue to con: downtown merchants is lanning  he markt study insists this is 
nect stores and buildings. to undertake the task 0 1 ,raising crucial time for Great Falls?: 
9. Open mall a m  on Central ~v~bnue $10,000 as matching;. money for domown. hear more from 
from Park Driye to Sixth Street to make it $20,@M in available f e l  fundsb. a m  widefits about jhis issue. bd 

'i. 
more attractive In appearance. . ' f A A - . .-.- - - - - - A 

10. Amusement park and zoo to attract 
citizens and tourists. To be located in the 
vicinity of the old police station. 

ANN McKITTRICK, ERIC JACOBSEN, 
and 21 other members of the Room SIX, 
Sixth grade ciass, Lewls and Clark 
School. .. 



KONTANA FEDERATION 
COUNCIL FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN 

January 7, 1377 

Dear Education Committee Members, 

Representatives from our state Political Action Network have been 
actively involved in seeking and supporting legislation for gifted 
students in our public schools. We, as an organization for 
parents, clinicians, medical personnel, and others who are directly 
or indirectly involved with exceptional children, are asking you 
for your consideration of legislation being presented this 
legislative session for gifted students. 

Many federal and state dollars are being spent for exceptional 
students each year to assist them in improving their academic, 
social and physcial skills. Public school programs assist these 
students and parents in developing skills so that the student 
will be able to cope with and adapt or contribute to society. 

Gifted students who are also seen as exceptional because they need 
additional assistance and resources to challenge and develop their 
intellectual capabilities and talents beyond what can be afforded 
them by existing educational programs. By providing the educational 
programs that can improve the capabilities of gifted and talented 
students, schools can help send a popuLation of students into 
society not only as contributors but as leaders. 

We recognize that it will be difficult to prioritize demands on 
you personally and state money this legislative session, but we, 
as a statewide organization, are asking for your consideration to 
provide enabling legislation for gifted and talented students. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Robert B. Duncan, Ed. D. 
President 
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S e n a t o r  Che t  B l a y l o c k ,  Chairman 

S e n a t o r  Ed S m i t h ,  V i c e  Chairman V 

S e n a t o r  George McCallum L, 

S e n a t o r  B i l l  Mathers  L z  

S e n a t o r  Wi l l i am E.  Murray 

S e n a t o r  P a u l  Boylan 1 * I  

y 

S e n a t o r  Frank Dunkle 

T -* I 
---- 

S e n a t o r  L a r r y  Fasbender  

b-' 

S e n a t o r  B i l l  Thomas 

J e n n i e  Lind 
Secretary 

S e n a t o r  M a r g a r e t  Warden 

Che t  B l a y l o c k  

p 

Motion: S e n a t o r  Frank Dunkle moved t h a t  House B i l l  No. 4 3 8  

BE CONCURRED I N ;  mot ion  was seconded and c a r r i e d  by 

S e n a t o r  Warden w i l l  c a r r y  on t h e  f l o o r .  

(incl- enough information on motion-put with yellow copy of 
ccarPnittee report. ) 
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UOUBE ... ........................................................................................................ Respectfully report as follows: That Bill NO. .24.9!... 

Y f r i  rd Reading Bill, 

S T A T E  PlJB. CO. 
I ielena. Mont. 




