MINUTES OF THE MEETING
EDUCATION COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE SENA

March 26, 1977

¥

The thirty~first meeting of the Senate’ Educatlon Committee was
called to order by Senator Chet Blaylock, Chairman, on the above
date, in Room 402 of the State Capltol Buiidlng at 11:00 o'clock
A. M.

ROLL CALL: All members of the Commlttee were present, w1th the
exception of Senator Ed Smlth who- was excused.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL No. 348' An act enterlng into the
interstate agreement on quallflcatlon of educatlonal personnel
and for related pruposes. :

Representative Estenson, District 32, sponsor of the Bill, was
called on to present her testimony. She stated this was enabling
legislation to allow resciprocity with cher states on teacher
qualifications and certification.

Proponents of the Bill included:

John Vorhees, OSPI, who presented his testimony in support to the
Committee, in wrltlng, copy of which is attached

There was no opposition to the Blll

When questioned by the Commlttee, Mr, Vorhéesnreplled that this
practice was adopted throughout the Pacific Northwest where most
of our students go and had accepted this inter—state agreement.

Senator Dunkle moved that House Bill 348 BE CONCURRED IN: motion
was seconded and carried unanlmously. ‘Senator Warden will carry
the Bill on the floor. S

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL No. 410:- An act allowing school
districts to establish programs for serving gifted and talanted
children and providing for administration of these programs;
amending Sec. 75-7121 to allow for financial administration of
the program by school districts and establlshlng an automatlc re-
peal date.

Representative Dussualt, District 95, Missoula, sponsor of the
Bill, was called on to present her testimony. She explained this
Bill sets up the mechanics allowing programs to be established by
all schools pertaining to gifted and talented children, These
children should be identified and allowed to progress at their
accelerated rate rather than forced tg be kept at normal grade-
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progression levels which is detrimental to thelr intellect and
talent. .

Proponents of the Bill included;

George Camp, school psychologist, Great Falls Public Schools,
stated the program was originally funded by the government and now
was by local district money, and 1ntroduced a PACE student enrolled
in the Great Falls program, ,

Eric Jacobsen, PACE student, Great Falls} testified as to the
variety of subjects and crafts students in this program learned
about and their interest in a large number»qf matters,

Mr. Camp further explained the advanced stagés of intellect of
gifted children and how this was lost by lack of stimulation or
encouragement of their creativity.

Harriet Meloy, Board of Public Ed., testifying as an interested
mother, submitted written testimony to the Committee, copy of which
is appended to these minutes.

Marie McAlear, teacher at Twin Bridges, Mont., stated at Twin
Bridges there was budgeted $40,000 to take care of one educationally
handicapped child under the Special Ed program, but nothing to help
several especially gifted children; that the program was not even
allowed to be set up voluntarily as there was no provision for it

in the law. :

Lyle Eggum, OSPI, submitted his statement in writing, copy of which
is attached. ‘ o

George Camp handed out information relating to the subject matter.

In closing, Rep. Dussault mentioned funding,would be matched by
federal money.

Fred G. Carl expressed his approval of the‘proposed Bill.
Gene Cetrone, former senator, rose in suppbrt of the measure.

Discussion centered on the cost of this type of program: Rep.
Dussault indicating general estimates of $140 per pupil for gifted
compared to $4,900 for handicapped chlld; and that grants are
available for thlS purpose.

There being no further questions, the Chair closed the hearing on
House Bill 410. : '
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The sponsor of House Joint Resolution No,., 75 set for hearing this
date was unable to attend, and the Chair rescheduled the hearing
for March 31lst. ‘

ADJOURNMENT :

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:55 A.M.

Chet Blaylock, Chairman
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HR 348

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my name is John Voorhis and
[ represent the Office of Public Instruction. We are supporting this

piece of legislation.

lihen the Board of Public Education came into existence under the new
constitution, one of their first tasks was to review Teacher Lducation
and Certification. After considerable input, the Board of Public
Education, on October 29, 1974, established some objectives to pursue.
One of these objectives was to revise the certification policies and
incorporate more discretion and flexibility into the procedures at

the state level.

At that time, it was suggested that legislation be introduced to institute
reciprocity. HB 348 does this! HB 348 is an enabling piece of legislation
that allows the Superintendent of Public Instruction to judge comparablie
teacher training in other states and to enter into agreements to

exchange certified personnel.

From a practical point of view, Montana has reciprocity with other states
but other states do not have it with us. Let me explain. Usually,

a person trained in another state finds they can teach in Montana (at
least on a provisional): however, with several developments in recent
years in other states, our graduates are finding it more difficult to

go to other states. This piece of legislation can resolve this problem.

We urge favorable consideration for this bill.
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The recognition of different needs among children and the attempt to cducate
cach child acoording to his strengths and abilities is an essential part of our
educational system. The need of the gifted child to realize his potential is as

other
compelling as that of the child who develops slowly or who is handicapped in some/way.

Montana's three to four thousand gifted and talented children are being shortchanged
because they have few programs to challenge and stimulate them to use their unusual
potential for the benefit of themselves and society.

H. B. 410 is meant to encourage local school districts to make an extra effort

el Al ff T ity e
to organize programs to accommodate this special groups of children. A great deel of
entirely
money is not needed, but commitment is. These children will not be/separated from the
overall student population, but will be given some enriching experience that will keep
them interested and involved.

Some persons believe that really smart students will make it on their own and should
not be pandered to, but the fact is that these children often become bored and discouraged.
They are the underachievers of a school system in many instances. They waste time and
lose their capacity to learn-- and the greatest losk is in the early years where
programs are the fewest.

In a state where we are making an unusual effort to educate the handicapped child,
surely we can find a few dollars to give some special attention to the gifted and
talented child.

The future of this very complex society may well depend on the development of
one of its compenents —-the two to three million gifted and talented children in this
country. Future leaders in government, business, the arts and other professions may
well come from this small pool of creative people. We can only hope that these
children will be prepared to bear the responsibility thrust upon them all too soon.

On behalf of these children, their parents-- and in fact society-- please giver

serious consideration to this bill.



RESOLUTION TO THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE BOARDS Ol EDUCATION

WHIEEREAS, in this complex and fast-changing socicty, the gilt of intelleet is
a myjor national resource, and

WHEREAS, students endowed with unusual talents should be encouraged be-
cause of their potential as future leaders, and

WHIEER EAS, despite the efforts of educators during the past few years to pro-
vide gilted students with programs to suit their needs, only a small pereentage is
being touched by any special offering, and

WHEREAS, like handicapped persons, gifted students need special programs
if they are to benefit uniquely from their schooling, and

WHERIEAS, without special attention, gifted children may never realize their
full potentiul,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I'T' RESOLVED, that the Montana Board of Public
Fducation requests the National Association of State Boards of Kducation to
encourage the design of special programs to develop the ability and skill of gifted
children, and

BE IT YURTHER RESOLVED, that the Montana Board of Public Education
commits itself to immediate and personal concern with identitying and scrving
gifted students, and encourages the National Association of State Boards ol Fducation
to urge program funding on a scale commensurate with allocations to other

handicapped students.
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WHEREAS, the mcasure of success of an educational system is the
high quality of sthooling provided for all its students, and

WiIREAS, increasced attention has been pald to the problems of the
disadvantaged and exceptional child, and

WilLREAS, the school system has functioned well for children jn the
normal range of ability, and

WHERFEAS, the needs of gifted and talented pupils have unot received special
attention even though these students have the ability to make rich
centributions to our culture and society,

BE 1T RESOLVED, that American Association of University Women
foster endeavors on the local level to identify gafted and talented
children and assist in encouraging special attention toward these
students, and

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED, that members of AAUW urge school distvicts
to plun and develop programs which meet the nceds of all children ineluding
the gifted and talented, and further that AAUW request the Montana lepis—
Tative Assembly to give attention to the funding of such programs.



EDUCATION OF THE GIFTED AND TALENTED

‘Report to the Congress of the
United States by the
.c.m. Commissioner of Education

o AND

Background Papers Submitted to the
U.S. Office of Education

Prepared for the

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
of the

COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND
PUBLIC WELFARE
UNITED STATES SENATE

March 1972

Public Law 91-230, Section 806, states that the Comniissioner of
Education shall define “gifted and talented” for purposes of Federal

aazmoszc: programs. The definition established by the advisory panel
reads:

Gifted and talented children are those identified by professionally qualified
persons who by virtue of outstanding abilities, are capable of high performance.
These are children who require differentiated educational programs and/or serv-
r.éz,vv.qc:m those normally provided by the regular school program in order to
realize thelr contribution to self and society.

Chlldren capable of high performunce include those with demonstrated achieve-
N—MM” and/or potential ability in any of the following areas, singly or in combina-
. general intellectual ability
. specific academic aptitude
. creative or productive thinking
. leadership ability
. visual and performing arts
. psychomotor ability.

It can be assumed that utilization of these criteria for identification of the gifted
und ».m?::ma will encompass a minimum of 3 to 5 percent of the school population.

Evidence of gifted and talented abilities may be determined by a multiplicity of
Ways. These procedures should include objective measures and professional eval-
untion easures which are essential components of identification.

Professionally qualified persons include such individuals as teachers, adminis-
trators, school psychologists, counselors, curriculum specialists, artists, musicians,
and others with special training who are also qualified to appraise pupils’ special

competencies.
_ The advisory panel established three characteristics for a differen-
tiated educational program:

L A differentiated curricnlum which denotes higher cognitive con-

rrrvbe py By VDO
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of the gilted and talesded aid curricuiuiin cotteiit,

3. Special grouping arrangements which include a variety of ad-
ministrative procedures appropriate to particular children, 1.e., spe-
cial classes, honor classes, seminars, resource rooms, and the like.

This definition was subsequently tested through the Advocate Sur-
vey and in the research review.

t was determined early in the development of the study plan that
inclusion in the Elementary and Secondary Amendments would de-
limit the study population to the elementary and secondary school age
(5-17 years), although recommendations within the report have im-
plications for early education of gifted and talented children (before
age 5) and post-secondary education.

Because of the inadequacy of available data on education programs
of other Federal agencies the study was limited to education programs
administered by USOE.

FINDINGS AND ACTION STEPS

.

This study has produced recommendations on special programs and
suggested priorities in planning individual programs, estimates of
the professional support and ‘teacher training required, and adjust-.
ments in legal definitions that would enhance the possibility of State
and local fiscal support. Details may be found in the text and Volume
II (appendixes). The major findings of the study—those with partic--
ular relevance to the future planning of the Office of Education—may
be summarized as follows: : :

—A  conservative estimate of the gifted and talented population

ranges between 1.5 and 2.5 million children out of a total ele-
S@mmpﬁ and secondary school population (1970 estimate) of 51.6
million. )
—Existing services to the gifted and talented do not reach large
and significant subpopulations (e.g. minorities and disadvan-
taged) and serve o:f a very small percentage of the gifted and
gmmznmm population generally. R

—Differentiated education for the gifted and talented is presently.
perceived as a very low priority at Federal, State, and most local
levels of government and educational administration.

—Although 21 States have legislation to provide resources to school

districts for services to the gifted and talented, such legislation
in many cases merely represents intent. .
—Even where there is a legal or administrative basis for provision
of services, funding priorities, crisis concerns, and lack of per-
sonnel cause programs for the gifted to be miniscule or theoretical.
—There is an enormous individual and social cost when talent among
the Nation’s children and youth goes undiscovered and unde-
veloped. These students cannot ordinarily excel without assistance.

—Tdentification of the gifted is hampered not only by costs of ap-

propriate testing—when these methods are known and adopted—
but also by apathy and even hostility among teachers, adminis-
trators, guidance counselors and psychologists.

—@ifted and talented children are, in fact, deprived and can suffer
psychological damage and permanent impairment of their abili
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Gifted and talented youth are a unique popuiation, differing mark-

edly from their age peers in abilities, talents, interests, and va.ﬂ::_c:._-

. - ? -
cal maturity, They are the most versatile and complex of all human
groups, possibly the most neglected of all groups with special educa-
tional needs. Their sensitivity to others and insight into existing school
conditions make them especially vulnerable, because of their ability
to conceal their gifteduess in standardized surroundings and to seek
alternative outlets. The resultant waste is tragic.

Research studies on special needs of the gified and talented demon-
strate the need for special programs. Contrary to widespread belief,
these students cannot ordinarily excel without assistance. The rela-
tively few gifted students who have had the advantage of special pro-
grams have shown remarkable improvements in self-understanc ing
and in ability to relate well to others, as well as in improved academic
and creative performance. The programs have not produced arrogant,
selfish snobs; special programs have extended a sense of reality, whole-
some humility, self-respect, and respect for others. A good program
for the gifted increases their involvement and interest in wcﬁ.:w::
through the reduction of the irrelevant and redundant. These state-
ments do not imply in any way a “track system™ for the gifted and
talented. o0 B "

Tdentification of the gifted and taleuted in different parts of the
country has been piccemeal, sporadic, and sometimes nonexistent. Very
little identification has been carried on in depth, or with approprinte
testing nstruments. Many of the assumptions about giftedness and its
incidence in various parts of the Ametican society nre based on inade-
quate data, partial information, and group tests of limited value. The
United States has been inconsistent in seeking out the gifted and tal-
ented, finding. them early in their lives, and individualizing their
education. Particular injustice has occurred throngh apathy Toward
certain minorities, although negleet of the gifted in this country is a
universal, inereasing problem. .

_ The next. chapter discusses the typical obstacles and necessary steps
in overcoming this neglect. ) ’

WHY SHOULD WE BE PARTICULARLY CONCERNED
ABOUT THE GIFTED AND TALENTED?

Although some

of the questions discussed in this section border on

the philosophical and are difficult to answer directly throu
an attempt is made to document the answers. Where this cannot be

done, another question or a comment w

the question.

Won't special programs separate
elite group, and reduce their possibilities for pe

with others?

This question impli
planning and meaningful assistance to teac
educating the gifted are success-

chological. When

occurs, many different approaches to

es two types of segregation—physical and *vmur

ugh research,

ill clarify the implications of

the gifted from others; create an
sonal contucts

1ers

ful, in both segregated and nonsegregated situations within und out-

side the classroont and school (103). Planuning

ceeded in isolated rural arveas and in plural eultures,
densely populated urban areas. The hallmark of successful education
for the gifted is a constant increase m the diversity of

individuals with a complex array of talent

tion. An example
range from indiv

for the gifted has suc-

as well as in

plunning for

s who need special interven-

wmmcszmm::,mw:: :wmw.c mo:cowm,irm—.m?.cm—.:m:m
idual teaching and regular class participation to a

variety of individual sponsorship programs, special interest groups,
special classes, honors groups, and independent study seminars (116).

While research

cial classes and part-time groupings,
become highly differentiated and indiv

in the 1930’s was based largely on the

is rapidly displacing the word program. SO

The question of separation or’nonsepa

study of spe-

the present day programs hav
idualized. The word NE::?%
R ——e

ation must be examined in

the light of educational arrangements which permit learning fora

given student. This consideration is
gifted, readiness of parents and edu

based not only upon numbers of
cutors to accept change, resources

available, and armngements possible, but arso most importantly upon

the child’s academic, creative, social and psycholo

Exceptional capacities create problems for ~Vao:~m,

earliest ages. Young gifted children encounter

gical needs.

even ut the

difficulties 1n manag-

ing and divecting activities. Since their ideas differ from average
children, they lose the participation of others and find themselves
murginal and isolated (193). Of all children in a large gifted popu-

lation, those at kinderg
the highest incidence of poor
the lack of experience by this age in

uten level were reported by teachers to have
peer relutionships. This w
adapting to requirements, in

as ascribed to

coping with frastrations, or in having available a repertoire of suit-

able substitute wet
The previous section (deal

logrical truits of t

differencis between gifted persons and their agemates.

ivities, ns older pupils do (103).

ing with academic, social, and psycho-

hie gifted) referred to studies which indicated wide

(87)

he differences
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ments of Bobby Jones and Marlene Bauer in golf, Sonja Hene and
Burbara Ann Scott in skating, Vincent Richards and Maureen Con-
nolly in tennis, and Mel Ott and Bobby Feller in baseball, all before
the age of 18.

All of the individuals listed, whether musician or athlete, had a.ro
benefit of strong familial and social encouragement, early opportunity
to develop their abilities, superior early and continuous guidance and
instruction, individualized programs, close association with others In
their tields, and many strong successes.

The Terman works show that while the principal avocations of his
youths were creative and artistic, their chosen occupations were those
best rewarded economically (165. V. 5).

"Phe assumption must be made that the benefit aceruing to the fully
educated person will last much longer than the formal school years,
and that lifelong contributions will be advantageous to the society as
a whole. Pressey recently pointed out that Michelangelo was chief
architect of St. Peters from age 72 until 89, Voltaire published &
tragedy at 83, Benjamin Franklin was a member of the Constitutional
Convention at 81, Goethe completed Faust at 82, Churchill was Prime
Minister of England from 77 to 81, Michelangelo wrote his best poetry
after 60, Franklin began his autobiography at 65 and finished it at 82,
and at 70 helped draft the Declaration of Independence (139).

Rather than argue tliat special planning is undemocratic, one might
conclude that the special planning should be carried on for the benefit
of the demovracy. The government which educutes its youth as they
ought to be educated should realize many benefits.

Avew't the gifted a fuvored group already? Wouldn't funds be bet-
N derspent on the disadvaniaged and handicapped?
Large-scale studies conclude that gifted and talented children are
. disadvantaged and handicapped in the usual school situation. Terman
! observed that the gifted are the most retarded group in the schools
when mental age and chronological ages are compared. Great discrep-
. ancies continue to persist between what the gifted child knows and
what. he is offerad, whether in academic or artistic areas (103). The
cnsuing boredem leads to underachievement and unworthy patterns
of functioning, along with dissatisfaction with oneself and others.
" Parental aititudes toward learning affect the achievement of groups
of children. Thus Jewish children as a population were found to
posess markedly high achievement motivation. Conversely, a number
of studies dealing with lower class, or lower socio-cconomic fumilies,
noting that these families do not set adequate gouls for their children
and even are hustile toward the notion that children should seek
education (140).

Ralph, Goldberg, and Pussow, in an excellent summary of research
on underachicvement in the gifted during the 1950’s and 1960’s, docu-
mented enormons wastage of talent. For instance, a study of gifted
students classificd 42 percent as underachievers (140). In u country
high school population, only 85 percent were achieving adequately.
In & population of 4,900 bright boys and girls, 54 percent of the boys
and 33 pereent of the givls %::w scholastic nverages so low that their

utiderachieveiieni i bright pupus 18 wWenbilaes )y v Ui w glaut,
They recommended early identification of the potential underachiever,
in terms of cognitive as well as socio-personal factors, to permit schools
to prevent rather than cure underachievement. Their own work with
gifted underachievers at the high school level, as well as their evalua-
tion of an extensive body of research literature, suggested that ef-
forts initiated at the senior high school level had little promise of
success, since underachievement at that stage had become a deeply
rooted unamenable way of life (140).

Patterns of underachicvement may explain some of the data from
the 1950 decade, in which only six of ten in the most promising 5
percent of high school graduates finished college. At that time 60
percent of women college graduates were cither unemployed or en-
gaged in nonprofessional work (60).

While the gifted as & group generally demonstrated superior ad-
justment, compared to the average population, they nevertheless en-
counter problems of anxiety, insecurity, feelings of clumsiness, in-
accuracy with physical tasks, difficulties because of differing interests,
and a desire to read incessantly, preference for self-direction to di-
rection by others, and isolated interests and talents (79; 165, V. 1).
Severe psychological problems have been found amony gifted children,
often caused by accumulated frustrations in environments insensitive
to their needs (795 1295 193).

The higher the ability level, the greater the problems of adjustment.
If highly gifted children can relate to others of similar ability, their
adjustment improves (51; 79; 165, v.1). .

In a recent study Torrance found that expected sex roles affect the

degree of productive thinking. Elementary boys were reluctant to
write poetry, make up or perform dances, or write letters. Girls were
less willing than boys to read science magazines, perform experiments,
explore caves, and keep weather records (169). In another study,
better attitudes and higher self-concepts were-found among young
adolescent boys than among givls, as well as generally better lovels of
functioning, despite the fact that all were gifted (48). Again, the
pattern of expected underachievenient orv restricted achievement may
penalize givls, although boys ulso operated in socially approved cate-
gories rather than freely. )
_ The negative impact of peer pressures on the gifted was dramatized
in the recollections of school experiences by the gifted themselves. The
unhappiest expeciences recalled by high school students were caused
by peers, and developed mainly from feelings of embarrassment or
inferiority. Adequate functioning with such self-attitudes would be
difficult (23).

Soma of the traits in the individual with potential for originality
ave both socially approved and disapproved. Those clearly disapproved
are rebelliousness, disorderliness, and exhibitionising these approved
include independence of judgment, freedom of expression, and origi-
nality of construction and insight (12). In many school situations even
the socially approved traits would be subject to censure. It appears
that much of the educational disadvantage or handicap faced by the
gifted and talonted lies in external restrictions which prevent a satis-
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tiens were markedly dissiniilar. The true sociul peer of the gifted may
be found on criteria other than age (103).

When special learning opportunities do not exist, the likelihood of
psychological separation from the general population is great, accord-
ing to reports on childhood school experiences by eminent scientists.
These men indicated that they had quite specific and strong feelings
of personal isolation as children. They felt different or apart in some
way. Comments like the following were made: “I have always felt
like a minority member.” “I was always lonesome.” Social scientists
made remarks like these: “The family was essentially self-ostracized.”
“We developed forms of living which wepe different from those around
us.” (142)

Apparently the burden of the majority is to create conditions which
will lessen feelings of alienation, and allow the gifted and talented to
feel that they are valued members of the human race, whatever the
circumstances of background.

What benefits will we derive from special education of the giftedf

An earlier section cited the accomplishments of a gifted population.
Another kind of response may come from listing of a few persons
from Volume IT of Genetic Studies of Genius, in which ability levels
were assessed biographically. We have evidence here that many lasting
contributions to society were made by individuals who would rank
within the gifted und talented category: John Quincy Adams, Cole-
ridge, Voltaire, Macauley, Grotius, John Stuart Mill, Leibnitz,
Goethe, Mozart, Longfellow, Tuther. Agassiz, Kant, Dickens, Jung
Galileo, Berkeley and William Pitt. These are ouly some names from
more than 800 who rated among the 500 most eminent leaders of
history and who were selected as representing adult human distinetion
(165 v.2).

The benefit to be derived from a Mozart or Dickens is difficult to
deseribe but may vest in his enduring value to mankind.

Modern changes towasrd incrensing urbanization and complexity
demands increasing skills in aduptation. Seacietal needs for highly
educated and highly skilled persons ave increasing. Conservation
as a social priority includes hwman conservation; the conservation
of the gi meiw and talented requires that society tolerate the right of
the individual with exceptional abilities and talents, even though
unconventional, to attain the goals he sceks. Benefits te society will
increase as we resch the point when we extend our present enconrage-
ment of the athlete to excel to all other fields of endeavor.

Can We Toexrey rae Gierep axp TaLenten?

The answer to this question covers several factors: age of identifi-
cation, screening procedures and tesi aceuracy, the identification of
children from different ethnic groups and cultures, underachievers,
and tests of creativity, :

Can we identify the very young gifted or talented child?

On the basis of both previous and current studies, we can identify

younyr gifted and tulented children, Studies cited in the previous section

Do P TAant i s nteae b poan the peanad ahaareas




3717 Creekwood Road
Missoula, MT 59801
January 21, 1977

Mr. George Camp
Great Falls Public Schools
Great Falls, Montana 59401

Dear Mr. Camp:

I am writing this letter on the behalf of the bill permitting school
districts to establish programs for gifted and talented children.

| have an intellectually gifted son, now age 17, who has suffered

from the lack of suitable programs in the Missoula schools. In view
of the amount of taxes we pay to support them, his father and | deeply
resent the inability of the public schools to give our only child a
suitable education. We see large sums of money spent on handicapped
children and we think that money well spent. | would suggest, however,
that the exceptionally bright child is at least as valuable a resource
as the handicapped child and that he also deserves education designed
especially for his needs.

| have heard it said that the bright children will succeed anyway.
Some may - although without guidance and inspiration they may never
develop their potential - but others will not. Our son was bored and
disenchanted with school; he could easily have become a dropout.
Because we were financially able to do so, we put him in a private
school designed for gifted students. We are astonished at the change
in his attitude toward education and his growing respect for intellec-
tual achievement. But most parents of gifted children cannot afford
the high costs of private schools, and their children are being short
changed in our classrooms.

If we really believe in developing individual potential and if we
believe in the pursuit of excellence, then we must provide adequate
education for the gifted and the talented. We are not doing it now.
Please let me know what | can do to help promote this legislation.

Sincerely,

Maxine C. Johnson

tag



Our readers’ opmlon

Downtown suggestions

We, the Room Six, sixth grade class of
Lewis and Clark School, have been dis-
cussing the problems of the downtown
Great Falls area. Here are some of our
ideas:

1. Transportation—City bus lines to help
cut down traffic and aid ‘;hoppers who
cannot drive.

2. Nursery to provide babysitting to
shoppers at a minimum fee which would
be used to allow free parking.

3. Free parking on the streets only.

4. A parking building and more city
parking lots. This would be free pald
parking.

5. Doors between the stores so shoppers
would not have to go outside so often. (For
example, between the Anita and the Gold
Faucet stores.)

6. Wishing well in front of the Civic

Center with all proceeds from wishes L

“flow” into the city treasury.

7. Revolving restaurant over. Central :
Avenue 50 people could look out-over. me'

streets and shops while eating.

8. Bridges over Cemrdl Avenue to con-i.

nect stores and buildings.

9. Open mall area  on Central Avenue‘f

from Park Drive to Sixth Street to make it
more attractive it appearance. :

10. Amusement park and zoo to attract
citizens and tourists. To be located in the
vicinity of the old police station.

ANN McKITTRICK, ERIC JACOBSEN, .

and 21 other members of the Room Six,
Sixth grade class, Lewis and Clark
School.

Y

Ideas for downtown area

That’s a start. Another start—of a .

A central business district market
study released last month gave a
strong warning regarding Great
Falls’ downtown. The study said
this city is standing at a
crossroads, and added, “‘Your
downtown will thrive or wither

- based upon the decisions to be
made in the mmmg months Your

time is short.”

That’s a pretty blunt message and
it calls for some response, not only
from downtown merchants; but al-

S0 from other Great Fal{s residents,

downtown merchams is: Planning
to undertake the task o

$10,000 as matching money for
$20, 000 in avauable federal funds. .

- subject. Because of their intéres
‘these elementary school students
" put a good number of Great Falls

v res:dents to shame

raising

-+ area residems about 1his issue.

different kind-—has been madeé in
the “Our readers opinions” section -
on this page. A sixth grade class at
Lewis- an Clark School has been
thinking about downtown improv-:
ment, and it makes some sugges-
tions for Tribune readers.

Some of those suggestions are
good, others are not feasible—but
all of them are imaginative. And
it’s encouraging to see a group of
sixth graders take interest in this .

The market study insists this is a" :

crucial time for Great Falls® -
downtown. Let’s hedar more from



MONTANA FEDERATION
COUNCIL FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN

January 7, 1977

Dear Education Committee Members,

Representatives from our state Political Action Network have been
actively involved in seeking and supporting legislation for gifted
students in our public schools. We, as an organization for
parents, clinicians, medical personnel, and others who are directly
or indirectly involved with exceptiocnal children, are asking you
for your consideration of legislation being presented this
legislative session for gifted students.

Many federal and state dollars are being spent for exceptional
students each year to assist them in improving their academic,
social and physcial skills. Public school programs assist these
students and parents in developing skills so that the student
will be able to cope with and adapt or contribute to society.

Gifted students who are also seen as exceptional because they need
additional assistance and resources to challenge and develop their
intellectual capabilities and talents beyond what can be afforded
them by existing educational programs. By providing the educational
programs that can improve the capabilities of gifted and talented
students, schools can help send a population of students into
society not only as contributors but as leaders.

We recognize that it will be difficult to prioritize demands on
you personally and state money this legislative session, but we,
as a statewide organization, are asking for your consideration to
provide enabling legislation for gifted and talented students.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

(;;%2réiﬁéf‘53? /££2L4442é%/\\

Robert B. Duncan, Ed. D.
President

RBD/blb



SENATE COMMITTEE EDUCATION

Datc March 26, 1977 HOUSEBill No. 348 Time

&y -

NAME YES NO

Senator Chet Blaylock, Chairman

Senator E4d Smith, Vice Chairman

Senator George McCallum

Senator Bill Mathers

Senator William E. Murray

Senator Frank Dunkle

Senator Paul Boylan

Senator Larry Fasbender

Senator Bill Thomas

NARANA NAVINA

Senator Margaret Warden

Jennie Lind Chet Blaylock
Secretary Chairman i

Motion: Senator Frank Dunkle moved that House Bill No. 438

BE CONCURRED IN; motion was seconded and carried by

Senator Warden will carry on the floor.

(include enough information on motion--put with yellow copy of
camittee report.) ‘ S
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Respectfully report as follows: That.....

Third Reading Bill,
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