
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HIGBWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 2 4 ,  1977 

T h e  t w e n t y - f i r s t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  Highways and  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
Conunittee was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by V i c e  Chairman Aber  o n  t h e  above  
d a t e  i n  Room 404 o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  a t  9:30 a.m. 

ROLL CALL: S e n a t o r  H a z e l b a k e r  was a b s e n t ,  S e n a t o r  Manning 
was e x c u s e d .  A l l  o t h e r  members w e r e  p r e s e n t .  

Those  p r e s e n t  t o  t e s t i f y  on  t h e  b i l l  t o  b e  t a k e n  up i n  
e x e c u t i v e  a c t i o n  i n c l u d e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

Ted S t o l l f u s s  
Duane Too ley  
L a r r y  M a j e r u s  

G e r a l d  Raunig  

Montana Highway P a t r o l  
Montana Highway P a t r o l  
Motor  V e h i c l e  D i v i s i o n  

Depa r tmen t  of J u s t i c e  
Montana Auto D e a l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  

DlSCUSSION O F  HOUSE BILL 6 5 0 :  S e n a t o r  Smi th  commented 
t h d t  t h i s  b i l l  w a s  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  t i g h t e n  t h e  a b u s e s  o f  d e a l e r  
p l a t e s .  The r e a s o n  t h e  commi t t ee  had  s e n t  t h e  b i l l  o u t  b e f o r e  
a s  amended was b e c a u s e  o f  a  f e e l i n g  i n  t h e  committee t h a t  t h e  
e f f e c t  o f  t h e  b i l l  would b e  t o  l i m i t  c o m p e t i t i o n .  S e n a t o r  
Smi th  s a i d  t h a t  h e  had  worked up some new amendments t h a t  would 
a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  needed  r e s u l t s .  (See  A t t a c h e d  #1) These  amend- 
men t s  would c u t  down on t h e  a b u s e s ,  g i v e  t h e  Highway P a t r o l  some 
t e e t h  i n  o r d e r  t o  c u t  down on  t h e  a b u s e s ,  a n d  a t  t h e  same t i m e  
would n o t  l i m i t  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  among d e a l e r s .  

S e n a t o r  Graham commented t h a t  S e n a t o r  S m i t h ' s  amendments 
w o u l d  make it i l l e g a l  f o r  a  s a l e s m a n  o r  a  d e a l e r  t o  t a k e  a c a r  
w i t h  d e a l e r  p l a t e s  across town t o  l u n c h .  S e n a t o r  S m i t h  s a i d  
t h a t  t h a t  was h i s  i n t e n t i o n .  S e n a t o r  Graham answered  t h a t  h e  
fe1.t t h a t  was t o o  r e s t r i c t i v e .  The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  b i l l  was 
t o  g e t  a t  t h e  i l l e g i t i m a t e  d e a l e r s  who have  t h e  d e a l e r  p l a t e s  
a n d  a r e  a b u s i n g  them,  b u t  t h i s  was t o o  t i g h t .  A d e a l e r  s h o u l d  
n o t  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  t a k e  a p l e a s u r e  t r i p  w i t h  t h e  d e a l e r  p l a t e s ,  
b u t  t h e  law would c a u s e  p rob lems  i f  i t  w e r e  s o  t i g h t  t h a t  he  
c o u l d n ' t  d r i v e  t o  l u n c h .  

V i c e  Chairman Aber  commented t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n  o l d  a d d a y e  
t h d t  a c a r  s a l e s m a n  n e v e r  g o e s  t o  c h u r c h  w i t h o u t  his o r d e r  book 
in  h i s  p o c k e t .  I f  a  s a l e s m a n  e x p e c t s  t o  s e l l  c a r s ,  he must  havc  
h i s  d e m o n s t r a t o r  w i t h  him a t  a l l  times, a n d  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  c h u r c h .  

S e n a t o r  Graham s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  amendment would p r o h i b i t  a  
d e d l e r  f rom u s i n g  a d e m o n s t r a t o r  t o  g e t  p a r t s  f o r  h i s  b u s i n e s s .  

S e n a t o r  S m i t h  a s k e d  f o r  comments by M r .  G e r a l d  Raunig  o f  t h e  
Montana Au to  Dealers A s s o c i a t i o n .  M r .  Raunig  s a i d  t h a t  h e  t o o  



P d g ~  two 
Highways and  ' l ' r a n s p o r t a t i o n  March 2 4 ,  1977 

f e l t  t h a t  t h e  amendment was t o o  res t r ic t ive .  I n  u s i n g  t h c  
c a r s  and t h e  d e a l e r  p l a t e s  f o r  s e l l i n g  p u r p o s e s ,  many more 
t h i n g s  a r e  i n v o l v e d  t h a n  j u s t  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  a  car t o  a cus toIner .  
T h e r e  would be a g r e a t  hue  a n d  c r y  i f  t h i s  amendment w e r e  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  Smi th  commented t h a t  t h e  amendment d o e s n ' t  p r o h i b i t  
a d e a l e r  f rom d e m o n s t r a t i n g  a  car on  a n y  s treet  o r  highway i n  
Montana.  The amendment i s  a  good o n e  and  h i t s h a r d a n d  was 
i n t e n d e d  t o  do  s o .  S e n a t o r  S m i t h  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a s e c t i o n  b e  
added  t o  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  p i c k  up o f  v e h i c l e s  f rom a n o t h e r  d e a l e r .  
The amendment would t h e n  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  c a r  a n d  t h e  
d e a l e r  p l a t e s  for a l m o s t  a n y t h i n g  b u t  p e r s o n a l  u s e .  T h e r e  would 
s t i l l  b e  Loopho le s ,  b u t  t h i s  would t i g h t e n  it up c o n s i d e r a b l y .  

S e n a t o r  Aber commented t h a t  h e  c o u l d  see S e n a t o r  S m i t h ' s  
p o i n t ,  b u t  t h a t  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  s a l e s ,  a good s a l e s m a n  s e l l s  
eve rywhere  t h a t  h e  t h i n k s  t h e r e  m i g h t  b e  a  d e a l  and  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  
c a n v a s s i - n g  b a r s .  

S e n a t o r  S m i t h  a s k e d  t h e  commi t t ee  i f  t h e y  r e a l l y  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  f o r  t h e  c o s t  o f  $35 f o r  t h e  f i r s t  two sets o f  p l a t e s ,  and  
f o r  $5 f o r  e a c h  set t h e r e a f t e r ,  a  d e a l e r  s h o u l d  r e a l l y  b e  a l l o w e d  
t o  r u n  a l l  o v e r  t h e  p l a c e  w i t h  t h e  d e a l e r  p l a t e s  u s e d  f o r  h i s  
p e r s o n a l  u s e s .  

C a p t a i n  T o o l e y  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  amendment a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of  
S e n a t o r  Smi th .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  amendment was r e a l l y  v e r y  t i g h t ,  
b u t  t h a t  it was i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  The p rob lem 
w i t h  t h e  amendment i s  t h a t  it r e a l l y  d o e s  more t h a n  w e  want  i t  
t o  d o  i n  t h a t  a d e a l e r  would t e c h n i c a l l y  have  t o  have  a c u s t o m e r  
i n  t h e  c a r  a t  any  t i m e  it w a s  o p e r a t i n g .  The p rob lem w i t h  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  law i s  t h e  word p r i n c i p a l l y  o n  p a g e  1 0 ,  l i n e  11. T h i s  
word c a n  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  mean j u s t  a b o u t  a n y t h i n g .  A d e a l e r  
rnay t e c h n i c a l l y '  t a k e  h i s  car f i s h i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  u s e  
i s  w i t h  t h e  d e a l e r s h i p  a n d  h e  is  n o t  f i s h i n g  all t h e  t i m e .  The 
c o m m i t t e e  m i g h t  j u s t  want  t o  remove t h a t  word a n d  s t i l l  l e a v e  t h e  
l aw  open  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  d e a l e r  p l a t e s  f o r  t h i n g s  o t h e r  t h a n  
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  a  c a r  t o  a  c u s t o m e r .  I f  t h e  amendment b e f o r e  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  w e r e  t o  b e  p a s s e d ,  t h e  P a t r o l  would b e  k e p t  q u i t e  b u s y .  

S e n a t o r  S m i t h  a s k e d  C a p t a i n  T o o l e y  i f  t h e  amendment would  
s t o p  t h e  a b u s e s .  C a p t a i n  Too ley  answered  t h a t  t h e  P a t r o l  would 
make a v a l i a n t  e f f o r t ,  b u t  t h e r e  are n o t  enough o f  them t o  
watch  i t  c l o s e l y  enough t o  have  a n  e f f e c t .  

S e n a t o r  Hager commented t h a t  h e  had  t a l k e d  t o  May J e n k i n s ,  
the County T r e a s u r e r  i n  Y e l l o w s t o n e  County  and t h a t  s h e  was a l s o  
of t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  r emova l  o f  t h e  word p r i n c i p a l l y  would 
be t h e  most  h e l p f u l .  

S e n a t o r  1,ockrem commented t h a t  h e  had  t a l k e d  t o  May J e n k i n s  
a b o u t  t h e  commi t t ee  amendments a n d  t h a t  h e  was o f  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  
u n t i l  he  saw t h e  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Great F a l l s  T r i b u n e  t h a t  J e n k i n s  
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t .hought t h e  b i l l  was a l l  r i g h t .  

A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  S e n a t o r  S m i t h ,  M r .  L a r r y  M a j e r u s  of t h e  
Division o f  Motor V e h i c l e s  i n  t h e  Depar tment  o f  J u s t i c e ,  cornrncnt~~d 
on t h e  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p rob lem w i t h  t h e  b i l l  now i s  t h a t  
a p e r s o n  w i t h  n o  i n t e n t i o n  t o  s e l l  any  c a r s  can  s t i l l  g e t  d 
d e a l e r s  l i c e n s e  f o r  a  o n e  t i m e  f e e  o f  $300. T h i s  b i l l  d o e s  n o t  
s o l v e  t h e  p rob lem o f  who c a n  g e t  t h e  d e a l e r  p l a t e s .  Both t11e 
A t t o r n e y  Genera1,who was a  f o r m e r  c o u n t y  a t t o r n e y , a n d  t h e  M i s s , ~ u l a  
County A t t o r n e y  h a v e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p rob lem w i t h  t h e  l a w  f rom 
an  e n f o r c e m e n t  p o i n t  o f  view i s  t h e  word p r i n c i p a l l y .  M r .  M a j e r u s  
s a i d  t h a t  h e  a g r e e d  t h a t  S e n a t o r  S m i t h ' s  i n i t i a l  amendments w e r e  
t o o  r e s t r i c t i v e  b e c a u s e  a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  a c a r  m i g h t  j u s t  t o  b ~  
t o  d r i v e  it i n  f r o n t  o f  someone ' s  h o u s e .  R i g h t  now w i t h  a1 1 
of t h e  s t a t e  t o u r n a m e n t s  M r .  M a j e r u s ' s  o f f i c e  h a s  r e c e i v e d  a  l o t  
o f  c o m p l a i n t s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  o u t - o f - c o u n t y  d e a l e r  p l a t e s  a t  t h e  
t o u r n a m e n t s .  B u t  t h e r e  i s  r e a l l y  no  way t o  p r o s e c u t e  now w i t h  
t h e  l a w  t h e  way it i s .  

S e n a t o r  Graham s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  h a s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i t s  
p u r p o s e  i n  t h a t  it t i e s  t h e  p l a t e s  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s a l e s m a n .  
A d e a l e r  s h o u l d  have  t o  buy a t  l e a s t  one  p e r s o n a l  l i c e n s e  p l a t e  
f o r  t h e  c a r  he  u s e s  p e r s o n a l l y ,  b u t  by t y i n g  t h e  p l a t e s  t o  a  
s a l e s m a n ,  t h a t  p rob lem o f  t h e  w i f e  d r i v i n g  a  d e a l e r  c a r  a l l  t h e  
t i m e  s h o u l d  be  e l i m i n a t e d .  S e n a t o r  Graham s a i d  t h a t  a n o t h e r  
problem c o u l d  b e  c o r r e c t e d  i n  t h e  b i l l  by s t r i k i n g  pe rmanen t  
b e f o r e  t h e  word s i g n  a n d  f o r c e  t h e  d e a l e r  t o  d i s p l a y  some t y p e  
o f  a  s i g n .  

S e n a t o r  S m i t h  s u g g e s t e d  a  s e c o n d  amendment ( S e e  A t t a c h e d  # 2 )  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s t r i k i n g  t h e  word p r i n c i p a l l y  on page  1 0 .  T h i s  
would t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  p rob lems  o f  t h e  w i f e  u s i n g  t h e  d e a l e r  
p l a t e s  t h a t  S e n a t o r  Graham t a l k e d  a b o u t .  

Mr. ~ a u n i g , '  a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  S e n a t o r  Graham, s a i d  t h a t  
w i t h  t h e  a s s i g n i n g  o f  t h e  p l a t e s  t o  s a l e s m e n ,  the problem o f  the 
w i f e  u s i n g  t h e  d e a l e r  p l a t e s  s h o u l d  b e  e l i m i n a t e d .  H e  f u r t h e r  
commented t h a t  w i t h  t h e  q u a r t e r l y  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  who t h e  
p l a t e s  a r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  s h o u l d  a t t a c k  t h e  p rob lem o f  f i l l d i n g  t h e  
p l a t e s  on c o l l e g e  campuses .  Both  t h e  s a l e s m a n  and  t h e  d e a l e r  w o u l d  
be  h e l d  a c c o u n t a b l e .  

S e n a t o r  Aber  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  b i g  p rob lem t h a t  May J e n k i n s  h a s  
found  w i t h  t h e  d e a l e r  p l a t e s  i n  Y e l l o w s t o n e  County i s  t h a t  
p e o p l e  a r e  g e t t i n g  t h e  p l a t e s  t h a t  h a v e  no  d e a l e r s h i p s .  About 
96  d i f f e r e n t  p l a t e s  a r e  now o u t  i n  Y e l l o w s t o n e  County t h a t  a r c  
n o t  l e g i t i m a t e  d e a l e r s  a n d  t h a t ' s  9 0 %  o f  t h e  a b u s e  t h e r e .  S e n a t o r  
Lockrem commented t h a t  s h e  a l s o  o b j e c t s  t o  t h e  d e a l e r s  d r i v i n g  
home w i t h  t h e  d e a l e r  p l a t e s .  S e n a t o r  Aber  s a i d  t h a t  t h a t  was t o o  
t i g h t  when someone w a s  making  t h e i r  b r e a d  a n d  b u t t e r  t h a t  wdy. 

S e n a t o r  S m i t h  moved t h a t  t h e  b i l l  b e  amended on page  1 0 ,  
l i n e  11 s t r i k i n g  t h e  word " p r i n c i p a l l y " .  S e n a t o r  Graham s t~cor lded  
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the motion. The mot ion  c a r r i e d  unanimous ly  w i t h  S e n a t o r s  Ilager , 
l l a z e l b a k e r ,  and Manning a b s e n t .  

S e n a t o r  Smi th  moved t h a t  t h e  b i l l  b e  f u r t h e r  amended on 
pdqe 1 0 ,  l i n e  18 .  The s e c t i o n  woukd r e q u i r e  t h a t  
t h e  c a r  was f o r  bona f i d e  s a l e .  S e n a t o r  Graham s a i d  t h a t  he 
d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  would b e  n e c e s s a r y  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  
f o r c i n g  t h e  p l a t e s  t o  b e  a s s i n g e d .  S e n a t o r  Smi th  a s k e d  C a p t a i n  
' r oo l ey  i f  h e  would have  any  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  amendment. C a p t a i n  
' r oo l ey  answered  t h a t  h e  would n o t ,  b u t  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  word p r i n c i -  
p a l l y  s t r i k e n ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a s s i g n i n g  o f  p l a t e s ,  t h e  p rob lem 
w o l d  b e  t a k e n  c a r e  o f .  S e n a t o r  S m i t h  w i t h d r e w  h i s  m o t i o n .  

S e n a t o r  Graham s a i d  t h a t  he  t h o u g h t  t h e  committee s h o u l d  
t a k e  a  l o o k  a t  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  a c t i o n  on  t h e  amendments on  t h e  
s i g n  s e c t i o n  on page  4 .  S e n a t o r  S m i t h  a s k e d  what  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
law s a i d .  M r .  Raunig  answered  t h a t  a  l o t  o r  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a  
s i g n  a r e  now r e q u i r e d .  S e n a t o r  S m i t h  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  p rob lems  
on t h a t  i s  t h e  s i g n .  I f  t h e  word pe rmanen t  i s  t a k e n  o u t  b e f o r e  
t h e  word s i g n  t h e n  it would b e  o k .  T h i s  would a l l o w  t h e  s a l e  
of c a r s  o u t  of a  g a s  s t a t i o n .  

The commi t t ee  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  p rob lems  w i t h  t h e  pe rmanen t  
b u i l d i n g  p r o v i s i o n  a n d  t h e  s i g n .  S e n a t o r  B e r g r e n  commented t h a t  
by removing  t h e  whole  s e c t i o n  a s  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  had  done  b e f o r e  
d i d n ' t  a c c o m p l i s h  wha t  t h e  b i l l  se t  o u t  t o  do .  C a p t a i n  Too ley  
commented t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  main a b u s e s  i s  t h e  u s e d  d e a l e r .  
Motel d e a l e r s ,  s t ree t  c o r n e r  d e a l e r s  and  o t h e r  p e o p l e  w i t h  no  
i - n t e r e s t  i n  s e l l i n g  o r  b e i n g  a u s e d  d e a l e r  a b u s e  t h e  p l a t e s .  

W e  need  t o  g e t  a t  h im,  n o t  t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  d e a l e r .  The o n e  t h i n g  
t h a t  would h e l p  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  would b e  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  d e a l e r  
t o  move a  c e r t a i n  number o f  v e h i c l e s  e a c h  y e a r  i n  o r d e r  t o  
q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e  d e a l e r  p l a t e s .  To t i e  t h e  d e a l e r  t o  a  pe rmanen t  
l o c a t i o n  would a l s o  h e l p  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  d e a l e r  who " o p e r a t e s  
on t h e  s t r ee t  c o r n e r  o r  o u t  o f  a  motel".  

S e n a t o r  Graham moved t o  amend HB 6 5 0  by r e c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
a c t l o n s  t a k e n  i n  t h e  amendment t o  s u b s e c t i o n  ( i )  on page  4 .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t h e n  would b e  t o  s t r i k e  t h e  word 
p e r m a n e n t l y  a s  it a p p e a r s  t w i c e  i n  t h a t  s e c t i o n .  S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  
a s k e d  how b i g  t h e  s i g n  t h a t  would b e  r e q u i r e d  would b e .  S e n a t o r  
Smi th  answered  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  18" x 1 8 " .  C a p t a i n  Too ley  s a i d  
t h a t  a  l i c e n s e  p l a t e  c a n  b e  r e a d  a t  1 0 0 '  and  t h e  b i l l  o n l y  
r e q u i r e s  t h e  s i g n  t o  b e  r e a d a b l e  a t  1 5 0 ' .  S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  
s econded  t h e  mo t ion  t o  r e c o n s i d e r .  The mot ion  c a r r i e d  unan imous ly ;  
S e n a t o r s  Lockrem, H a z e l b a k e r ,  Hager a n d  Manning w e r e  a b s e n t .  

S e n a t o r  Graham moved t o  amend s u b s e c t i o n  ( i )  on page  4 
as f o l l o w s :  Amend page  4 l i n e  1 3 ,  s t r i k e  "pe rmanen t " ;  Amend 
page 4 ,  l i n e  1 4 ,  s t r i k e  " a n d " ,  i n s e r t  " o r " ;  Amend p a q e  4 ,  l i n e  
1 5 ,  s t r i k e " p e r m a n e n t 1 ' .  S e n a t o r  S m i t h  seconded  t h e  mo t ion .  
The mot ion  c a r r i e d  - unan imous ly  w i t h  S e n a t o r s  ~ a n n i n g ,  Lockrem, 
Hager ,  and  H a z e l b a k e r  a b s e n t .  



l~cicje 1-l.ve 
Highwdys a n d  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  March 2 4 ,  1977 

C a p t a i n  Too ley  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  P a t r o l  h a s  p rob lems  w i t h  
those who g e t  t h e  d e a l e r  l i c e n s e s  b u t  a r e  n o t  r e a l l y  i n  t h e  
h u s i n e s s  o f  s e l l i n g  c a r s .  I f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  i s  p u t  i n  t h a t  
the p e r s o n s  q u a l i f y i n g  f o r  t h e  d e a l e r  p l a t e s  must s e l l  a  
c e r t a i n  number o f  cars. 

S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  commented t h a t  h e  f e l t  t h e  12  c a r  requi rement -  
was too g r e a t .  S e n a t o r  B e r g r e n  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  were r e q u i r e d  
t o  pay t h e  $300 fee. C a p t a i n  Too ley  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  where it would n o t  b e  a  b a d  d e a l  t o  pay t h e  $300 
f e e  i n  l i e u  o f  p a y i n g  t h e  t a x e s  b e c a u s e  t h e  way t h e  b i l l  i.s now 
w r i t t e n ,  t h e  f e e  i s  o n l y  a o n e  t i m e  t h i n g  a n d  t h e  d e a l e r  c a n  
y e t  t h e  p l a t e s  f o r e v e r m o r e  w i t h o u t  s e l l i n g  any  c a r s .  

M r .  Raunig  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  b i l l  w a s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  p rob lem o f  t h e  n o n - d e a l e r s .  
The o r i g i n a l  b i l l  was a $500 f e e  as  a d e t e r e n t  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  
a n d  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t o  s e l l  a c e r t a i n  number o f  c a r s  t h e r e a f t e r  
o r  pay  t h e  $500 fee a g a i n .  The way t h e  b i l l  r e a d s  now it i s  
a $300 f e e  fo r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  o n l y .  

S e n a t o r  Graham commented t h a t  12  was too many. H e  s u g g e s t e d  
c u t t i n g  it back  t o  s i x .  M r .  Raunig  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  
magic  i n  any  number,  it was j u s t  some k i n d  o f  p r o o f  t h e  p e r s o n  
was r e a l l y  i n  t h e  c a r  s e l l i n g  b u s i n e s s .  

S e n a t o r  B e r g r e n  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  
was s t r i c k e n  t o  b e g i n  w i t h  was t h e  Lockrem problem example  o f  
t h e  heavy  equ ipmen t  d e a l e r  b e i n g  r e q u i r e d  t o  pay  t h e  f e e  e v e r y  
y e a r .  S e n a t o r  Aber commented t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  
b i l l  would a f f e c t  them. 

S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  s a i d  t h a t  h e  o b j e c t e d  t o  s t a t i n g  a  c e r t a i n  
number o f  v e h i c l e s  t o  b e  s o l d .  T h e r e  m i g h t  s t i l l  be some a b u s e ,  
b u t  t h e y  would h&ve t o  s p e n d  some money i n  o r d e r  t o  d o  so. 

S e n a t o r  Graham a s k e d  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  on t h e  p a y i n g  o f  t h e  
f e e  o n c e  a n d  t h e n  s e l l i n g  a  c e r t a i n  number o f  c a r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  
k e e p  t h e  p l a t e s .  M r .  Raunig  s a i d  t h a t  was t h e  c a s e .  H e  s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  i f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  d i d n ' t  want  t h e  number o f  p l a t e s  i n  t h e r e  
t h e n  t h e y  s h o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  f e e  b e  p a i d  y e a r l y .  

S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  moved t h a t  t h e  b i l l  b e  amended on  page  5 ,  
s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  6 ,  s t r i k e  "." a n d  i n s e r t :  ", o r  s h a l l  c e r t i f y  
u n d e r  o a t h  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  s o l d  6 o r  more used  moto r  v e h i c l e s  
d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c a l e n d a r  y e a r . "  Bob P e r s o n  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  
was some p rob lem w i t h  t h e  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h a t  i f  t h e  and w e r e  i n  
t h e  amendment, t h e  p e r s o n  would h a v e  t o  s e l l  6 c a r s  b e f o r e  a p p l y i n g  
f o r  t h e  p l a t e s  a n d  i f  t h e  o r  w e r e  i n  t h e n  he  c o u l d  q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e  
p l a t e s  w i t h o u t  p a y i n g  t h e  fee t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i f  he  had  s o l d  
s i x  c a r s  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  y e a r .  



I 'dcj t?  s i x  
M i  qhways and  T r d n s p o r t a t i o n  M a r c h  2 4 ,  1977 

S e n a t o r  Graham s a i d  t h a t  he wanted  t h e  b i l l  t o  r e a d  t h a t  
t h e  $ 3 0 0  f e e  would have  t o  b e  p a i d  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  and  e v e r y  
y e a r  t h e r e a f t e r  i f  t h e  d e a l e r  had  n o t  s o l d  a t  l e a s t  6 c a r s  t h e  
p r e c e d i n g  y e a r .  Bob P e r s o n  s a i d  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  work t h a t  l angua ( j e  
out. 

S e n a t o r  Graham s u g g e s t e d  i f  t h e  committee members w e r e  a l l  
i n  a g r e e m e n t  a s  t o  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  amendment, t h e n  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  
c o u l d  p a s s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  mo t ion  a n d  l e t  Bob work o u t  t h e  
word ing .  

S e n a t o r  Hager  a s k e d  what  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  p r o o f  o f  h a v i n g  
s o l d  6 c a r s .  C a p t a i n  T o o l e y  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  R e g i s t r a r ' s  o f f i c e  
had r e c o r d s  t h a t  c o u l d  c e r t i f y  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  c a r s  were sold. 
S e n a t o r  Graham s a i d  t h a t  t h e  books  would i n d i c a t e  who t h e  c a r s  
w e r e  s o l d  t o  a n d  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  c o u l d  b e  t r a c e d  down 
t h a t  way. 

S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  moved t o  f u r t h e r  amend s e c t i o n  1, p a g e s  4 & 5 ,  
s u b s e c t i o n  (c )  as  i n t e n d e d  by t h e  c o m m i t t e e  and  l e t  Bob P e r s o n  
work o u t  t h e  word ing .  s e n a t o r  Graham seconded  t h e  m o t i o n .  
The m o t i o n  c a r r i e d  unan imous ly  w i t h  S e n a t o r s  S m i t h ,  H a z e l b a k e r ,  
Manning a n d  Lockrem a b s e n t .  

S e n a t o r  Hager  a s k e d  i f  it would b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  
words " B I G  SKY COUNTRY" w i t h  t h e  words  "NOT LICENSED". T h i s  
would b e  a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i n c e n t i v e  n o t  t o  u s e  t h e  d e a l e r  p l a t e s  
f o r  p e r s o n a l  u s e .  S e n a t o r s  Healy  and  Aber b o t h  commented t h a t  
t h e  v e h i c l e  i s  r e a l l y  l i c e n s e d ,  o n l y  a t  a  d i f f e r e n t  r a t e .  
DISPOSITION OF HOUSE B I L L  650: - 

S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  moved t h a t  HB 650 be c o n c u r r e d  i n  a s  amended. 
S e n a t o r  Graham s e c o n d e d  t h e  m o t i o n .  The mot ion  c a r r i e d  w i t h  
S e n a t o r  Hager a b s t a i n i n g ,  S e n a t o r s  Lockrem, Manning, a n d  H a z e l b a k e r  
a b s e n t ,  S e n a t o r  S m i t h  v o t i n g  " a y e "  i n  a b s t e n c i a ,  and  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  
of t h e  commi t t ee  members vo t i -ng  " a y e " .  

I t  was a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  would have  e a c h  o f  t h e  
conurli t tee members s i g n  t h e  f i n a l  amendments b e f o r e  sendinc j  t h e  
Commit tee  R e p o r t  o u t .  

ADJOURNMENT: T h e r e  b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  the m e e t i n g  
wa.; a d j o u r n e d  a t  10:50 a.m. 

- -.- --- 
LARRY ABER, VICE CHAIKMAN 
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Marc11 2 4  ......................................................... 19.7'1. 

we, your committee on ............... f?.IGMW.AYIW . . .R~.~). . .XW~~.QEI:AX~~Y ..................................................... 

....... hduing had u~~der con rid era ti or^ ................... gQ.I!6a ................................................................................. Bi l l  Nu. ..B.TT? 

...... ................... .......................................................................... Respectfully report as follows: That r ~ ~ ~ . %  Y ill NO. ..65D.r 
t h i r d  reading, be amended as follows: 

:L. Aincild page 4 ,  sectbn 1, line 11. 
Followinq: "-Lil_' 
S t r i k e :  " ," 
Insertr "andY 
r o l l w i n g ;  "(ii\" 
Stx iSce :  * and iv " 

2 .  anend page 4 ,  section 1, line 13. 
Fc~1~owinc.j : a a" 
S t r i k e  : "po&nent' 

8 .   end pale 4 ,  section I, line 15. 
PoZlowin~ : "Au 

.Q~x~ss<; 1;r if re : " - P;;; R ~ ~ I X  IT" 

................................................................................................... 
Chairman. 

s r A T  t PUB. C O .  
Helena. M o n t .  



Page f r r ' c ~  Flarch 7 4 ,  1 9 7 7  
iiigtlways and Trarlspoxtatiorl Committee lunendments to 1I!3 G 50 

3 .  -'.mend lmqo 1, section 1, l i n e  21 t !? rou(~ ' t  l ine 6 or, 713 ji? ;. 
Fr)l lo t r inq  : line 20 
S tr i l ca :  alrbsaction (c) i n  it8 ent irety  
Pn~crt: " (c) To q u a l i f y  for a usud motor vehicls  dealer l i c a n a l ?  

n T;?ctrson must  submit, an annual application for t!nac l i c e n s e  
an4 ~ 0 3 7 l y  w i t h  the 3rovfoiolr.s of: this suSscct lon in aP?J-tion 
to f 1.11 filling tCI.3 rcquixcmtnt~ of subsc?ct ion ( 1  ) ( t ~ )  R ~ O V C .  

I noii ; i?j>licsnt f o r  a used mtor veiiiclc dea l e r  liccsnsi, s h t ~ l l  
-:jay $ 3 5 0  to t ! ~ e  raqiatrar O P  R O ~ O J :  vqhiclea in addition to 
ax-? ~ t : l d $ r  sarto xaquire(1 by t-hia section or other  ?r9visim? 
of tho law. An applicant Lor a renewal of a use(:!  noto or \ r c l ~ i : l d  
dealer license shall certify under oath that he has sold rnora 
t k j 3 t  five UEGCI motor vahiblea during the  precedinq calendar 
year or pay an add i t iona l  $300 before he may be l i c e n s e d . "  

G .  Anend page 5 ,  s e c t i o n  1, liner 11 through lG. 
E ' ~ ~ l l o w i n q  lilne 10  
S t r i k u t  suberection ( 2 )  i n  It6 entirety 
Lienuinbar: subsecluent subatsctionr 

7. Maend page 10, section 1, l i n e  11. 
S tri~e: 'prinaipally" 

------ - - - - 
DAVE MA,WINd, CiiRIRTViY 



l . ! U I I C . I ~ ~ ~  p t l c j t '  1 0 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l l n c s  10  t h r o u y l ~  1 L .  
.c;t I I I-.c: "or used  p r i n c i p a l l y  i n  t h c  contluct  of t 11c. ~ l t t < ~  1 c r ' * ,  
I , ~ J : ~  r l ~cs . ,  1 n se l l  i n g  o r  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  motor  vch  iclc:;" 

111~: d i s p l a y  of d e a l e r  p l a t e s  u n d e r  t l i i  :, :;(:(:I. 1 ~ J I I  I I t  : ' I '  ' 
.jc.l t l ~ o r  i zc.t:-; the o p e r a t i o n  o f  a  v e h i c l e  upon t h e  ::t-ri:t:t.s l . r ~ ~ ~ . l  
1 1  i ~ j l ~ w ; c y s  vk the s t a t e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  d e i n o n s t r i ~ t  i 11cj t l r ( .  
vL:lri L: 1.e t o  LI p r o s p e c t i v e  p u r c h a s e r  o r  f o r  t h e  pur1)usc o 1- t (::.I 
c t r - i ~ i . ~ ~ i j  t lie v e h i c i e  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  with l nech i l~ ,  i c a 1  ~ . C . ~ L J ~ J  1 I - : ;  

at- all ju . - ;Li~ients  made by t h e  d e a l e r  i n  connect ior l  w i t - l i  c 

I)-": i 1 . 1 1 ~  v e l l i c l e  f o r  sale, o r  f o r  t h e  purpose  o f  t r a n ~ p 0 r t - i ~ ~  
a v e h i c l e  t o  a  d e a l e r ' s  p l a c e  of b u s i n e s s . 1 1  



Amend pdqe 1 0 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  1 8 .  
k 'o l lowing:  " d e a l e r .  " 
I n s e r t :  " N o  person may u s e  a v e h i c l e  d i s p l a y i n g  d dealer 

p l a t e  f o r  his own p e r s o n a l  o r  p r i v a t e  u s e  e x c e p t  ds 
p r o v i d e d  i n  this s e c t i o n .  " 



ATTACHMENT # 3  3 / 2 4 / 7 7  

1. Amend p a g e  4 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  11. 
Foll.owing : I' -- (i) " 
S t r i k e :  " ," 
I n s e r t : .  " a n d "  
F o l l o w i n g :  " (ii) " 
S t r i k e :  " , a n d  ( i v )  " ---- 

2 .  Amend p a g e  4 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  13.  
F o l l o w i n g  : " a "  
S t r i k e :  "pe rmanen t "  

3 .  Amend p a g e  4 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  14 .  
P o l l o w i n q  : " b u i l d i n s "  

d 

S t r i k e  : "and"  
I n s e r t :  "or" 

4 .  Amend p a g e  4 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  15 .  
Fol . lowing : "A" 
S t r i k e  : "PERMANENT" 

5. Amend p a g e  4 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  2 1  t h r o u g h  l i n e  6  on p a g e  5. 
F o l l o w i n g :  l i n e  20 
S t r i k e :  s u b s e c t i o n  ( c )  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  
I n s e r t :  " ( c )  To q u a l i f y  f o r  a u s e d  motor v e h i c l e  d e a l e r  l i c e n s e  a 

p e r s o n  m u s t  s u b m i t  a n  a n n u a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h a t  l i c e n s e  and  comp1.y 
w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  f u l f i l l i n g  
t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  s u b s e c t i o n  (1) (b) above .  A new a p p l i c a n t  f o r  a 
u s e d  motor  v e h i c l e  d e a l e r  l i c e n s e  s h a l l  pay  $300 t o  t h e  r e g i s t r a r  
o f  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a n y  o t h e r  sums r e q u i r e d  by t h i s  
s e c t i o n  o r  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  l a w .  An a p p l i c a n t  f o r  a  r e n e w a l  
o f  a  u s e d  motor v e h i c l e  d e a l e r  l i c e n s e  s h a l l  c e r t i f y  u n d e r  o a t h  
t h a t  he  h a s  s o l d  more t h a n  f i v e  u s e d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  
c a l e n d a r  y e a r  or  p a y  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  $300  b e f o r e  h e  may b e  l i c e n s e d . "  

6 .  limend p a g e  5 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e s  11 t h r o u g h  16 .  
E 'ol lowing:  l i n e  10 
S t r i k e :  s u b s e c t i o n  ( 2 )  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  
Renumber: s u b s e q u e n t  s u b s e c t i o n s  

7. Amend p a g e  1 0 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  11. 
S t r i k e :  " p r i n c i p a l l y "  




