
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
LABOR & EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 23, 1977 

The twenty-eighth meeting of the Labor and Employment Re- 
lations Committee was called to order by Chairman Lee on the above 
date in Room 402 of the State Capitol Building at 9:30 a.m. 

ROLL CALL: All members present with Senator Lowe and Senator 
Mehrens excused. 

FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF HB 370: Senator Lee submi-tted some 
amendments to HB 370, a copy of which is attached. These amendments 
address themselves to the two federal requirements and they 
also strike the fiscal impact of the new rescheduling of benefit 
wages. These will concur with the federal requirements of this bill 
which deal with the unemployment benefits for newly covered workers 
and the federal trigor on extended benefits. 

With the rescheduling of benefits, the payment of benefits will 
be decreased by a total of five million dollars. By saving this 
money, the workers are going to be denied five million dollars worth 
of benefits. 

Fred Barrett of the Employment Security Division stated that 
the duration of benefits is not a federal requirement. This benefit 
schedule puts the wage benefits on a graduated scale of 12 to 26 
weeks. The proposed amendments would eliminate this program and. 
put the language in the bill back to the way the law was. This 
would be for three wage benefit programs. . 

Senator Goodover stated that these amendments are against all 
of the testimony because there was no opposition to this bill. 

Senator Smith made a motion that the committee adopt the pro- 
posed amendments to HB 370. The motion failed with Senators Lee, 
Blaylock, Mehrens, and Smith voting "aye" and Senators Lowe, 
Goodover, Himsl, and Nelson voting "nay". 

Senator Goodover then made a motion that HB 370 BE CONCURRED IN. 
The motion failed with Senator Lowe, Goodover, Himsl, and Nelson 
voting "aye" and Senators Lee, Blaylock, Mehrens, and Smith votinq 
"nay". HB 370 will go to Second Reading without reconm~cndation. 

ADJOURN : 

There being no further business, the meeting was s d j o u r n c d  
at 9:55 a.m. 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HI3 370 

1 .  A n l e ~ ~ d  t i t l e ,  l i n e  11. 
1 1  1 o w  I : "CIIANGE" 
St- ~ . i  ke : "TIIE" 

2 .  A11rc11c-i t l . t le ,  l i n e  1 2 .  
h ' o l l o w i n g :  "AM0Bff'f.i.'' 
S ~ L  3 k e  : "DURATION OF BENEFITS, I' 

3 .  Anlend t i t l e ,  l i n e s  1 3  t h r o u g h  1 5 .  
F o l l o w i ~ i y :  "BENEFITS" 
Strike: l i n e s  13' t h r o u g h  15 i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y  
I n s e r t :  I' " 

4 .  Amend paye 3 ,  s e c t i o n  I ,  l i n e  25.  
I ? o l l o w i  ng  : "highests" 
Inser t :  " o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  quar te r  i n  which h i s  w d y e s  wt ' r r :  \ L I $ I I I C  %,t , "  

I .  A I ~ I ~ ? [ I L I  page 4 ,  sec t ion 1, l i n e s  1 t h r o u g h  2 .  
V o 1  ~ C ) W I  ny : "erneunt" 
S t r i k e :  l i n e s  1 t h r o u g h  2 i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y  
I n s e r t :  " 1 3  t i m e s  h i s  w e e k l y  b e n e f i t  amount . "  

6 .  Amend page 4 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e s  3 t h r o u g h  1 8 .  
S t r i k e :  s u b s e c t i o n  ( d )  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  
Rcnurnber  : s u b s e q u e n t  s u b s e c t i o n s  

7 .  A m e n d  page 6 ,  s e c t i o n  2 ,  l i n e  2 5 .  
P o l l o w i n g :  ''aaba~etien~~ 
I n s e r t :  "The maximum t o t a l  amount  o f  b e n e f i t s  payable t o  , i l l  

e l i g i b l e  i n d i v i d u a l  d u r i n g  a b e n e f i t  y e a r  i s :  .. 
( d l  (1) 1 3  tz'imes h i s  week ly  benefit amount i f  h e  1s c l u ~ t  1 f I .lei 

dri  i n s u r e d  w o r k e r ,  as d e f i n e d  i n  87-103 (c) , d ~ i d  11i2 ~ L , C > J  I I C ) ~  

q u , ~ l ~  f -y  u n d e r  s u b s e c t i o n s  ( a )  ( 2 )  o r  (a) ( 3 )  of t h l  s see-t 1011; 

(2) 2 0  t i m e s  h i s  week ly  b e n e f i t  amount i f ,  i n  a d d l t : o r l  t o  
m e e t :  l n y  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of 87-103 ( c )  , he received W ~ ~ J C ' L ~  ~ 1 1  

$ 1 0 0  o r  more for i n s u r e d  work i n  each of t w o  quarters 111 111 :; 
bdse p e r i o d s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  q u a r t e r  i n  which  h i s  wages w e [ < >  
l l i c jhes t ;  o r  

( 3 )  2 6  t i m e s  h i s  week ly  b e n e f i t  amount i f ,  ~ n  dddi  t L O I I  t I )  

ince t Lng t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of 87-103 (c)  , h e  received w~3ot.s 0 1  ;. 1 Ot) 
or rnore for i n s u r e d  work i n  each of t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  I n  hl:; 1,  
period o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  q u a r t e r  i n  w h i c h  h i s  wages were I l l ~ j t l c ~ h t  . " 



'llle bcncli t scllcdule proposed i n  HB 370 wi 11 e s t a b l i s h  t11c clc?ir~l:lnt's 
e l i g i b i l i t y  dul-at ion f o r  bene f i t s  more equi tably  s incc  i t  pr-ov idos POI. 
longer  dura t jon  for those people who have a g r ea t e r  attaclunent t o  t he  
lal,or nm-r-ltct ancl l e s s e r  durat ion f o r  those people whose e n ~ n i n g s  show 
a lesser  a t tac lment  t o  the labor  nlarket. The n e t  result  is  t h a t  a 
person w i t h  g r ea t e r  earmings during h i s  bene f i t  year i s  awardcrl longcl- 
durat ion.  For exa~liple : 

$2,000 - 3 rrio. 
1,000 - 3 rno. 

100 - 3 mo. -- 

Present  Law --- 

~'crcc111 
Tota l  To ta l  of Be~~cCits 

1)~ir.a t i o n  Benefits Berlcfits Earninks --- to  -_- 13n . 1-11 . - i - I I ( > ~ -  . PL'- 

# 1 - 3% tlicek< x  ' j 7 7 -  = -$-- e. 3?3,lO0 - = 50% 
#2-201urceksx $77 = $1,540 - $6,000 = 26; 

Proposed - Law 

# l  - 1 2  riecks x $77 = $ 924 i- $3,100 = 311 ", 
# 2  - 2 2  weeks x $77 = $1,694 $6,000 = 2STI 

The above exa~nple i l l ~ s t r a t e s  t h a t  the person wi t11  lnortl ci lnl i~~i: \  ohv i o t~ : ;  11. 
more a t t a c h r r ~ c ~ ~ t  t o  1-hc labor rr~arhet does not  ~.ecei vp c q ~ i  i . l a l ~ l c ~  cull., i ~ l t \ ~ . , l l  i L ~ I I  

urlclcr t h c  preserlt  law mil t l lat  t h i s  i s  ec~tlalized undcr t l ~ c .  p~.oi'o:;c~l 1 .I\\!. 
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