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The t w e n t y - n i n t h  mee t ing  of t h e  N a t u r a l  Resources  Committee was 
c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by S e n a t o r  Elmer F lynn ,  Chairman, a t  9:30 a .  m. on 
t h e  above d a t e  i n  Room 405  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g .  

ROLL CALL: Upon r o l l  c a l l  a l l  members were p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  
s e n a t o r  Roskie .  M r .  L a r r y  Weinberg o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  
was a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

S e n a t o r  F lynn  announced t o  t h e  Committee t h a t  i n  c o n t i n u i n g  
t h e  Hear ing  on HB 604 t h e  opponents  would b e  g i v e n  t h i r t y  minu tes  and 
t h e  p r o p o n e n t s  t h i r t y  m i n u t e s  and t h e n  t h e r e  would b e  q u e s t i o n s  from 
t h e  Committee. 

CONSIDERATION OF HB 6 0 4 :  An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  r e c l a m a t i o n  of  mining 
l a n d s .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A r t  She lden ,  of  D i s t r i c t  2 2  i n  Libby,  Montana, 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  r e a l l y  o n l y  f o u r  a d d i t i o n s  and one d e l e t i o n  t o  
t h e  b i l l .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had p roponen t s  t o  HB 604 t h a t  he  would 
l i k e  t o  p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

M r .  Leo B e r r y ,  D i r e c t o r  of  t h e  Department  o f  S t a t e  Lands,  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  b i l l  h a s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  been amended and c o v e r s  f o u r  ma jo r  p o i n t s  
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  amendments i n  t h e  b i l l  and s a i d  t h a t  
on Page 3 2 ,  L i n e  17 ,  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  p r o v i s i o n  of  t h e  Hard Rock Act 
i s  amended. T h i s  w i E l  a l l o w  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  inform t h e  Department of  
H e a l t h  of  t h e  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  p r o v i s i o n .  The n e c e s s a r y  a c t i o n  c o u l d  be 
t a k e n  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

M r s .  Fay H.  E l l i s ,  o f  t h e  B e a r t o o t h  Ranch i n  Columbus, Montana, 
and r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  S t i l l w a t e r  P r o t e c t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  
i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  have  a  program t o  moni to r  w a t e r  b e f o r e ,  d u r i n g ,  and 
a f t e r  mining.  W e  would u r g e  your  f a v o r a b l e  recommendation i n  s u p p o r t  
of HB 604. 

M r s .  L a u r i e  B l a z i c h ,  who l i v e s  on  Lake Creek Road n e a r  Troy,  Montand, 
s t a t e d  t h a t  companies o f t e n  r e f e r  t o  a  law which r e q u i r e s  t h e i r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  env i ronment  a s  " b u r e a u c r a t i c  r e d  t a p e " .  But  i t  
i s  a  d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y  t o  t h o s e  o f  u s  whose homes w i l l  be i n  t h e  shadow 
of  a  mining o p e r a t i o n .  W e  r e l y  on t h e  Hard Rock A c t  to p r o v i d e  c l e a r  
and thorough  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e  mining w i l l  n o t  harm o u r  h e a l t h  and 
w e l l - b e i n g  n o r  d e s t r o y  o u r  l i f e - s t y l e s  and means o f  l i v e l i h o o d .  
(See  At tachment  #l. ) 



M r .  T e r r y  S t e g n e r ,  homeowner on R i m i m i  Route,  Helena ,  Montaiia, 
s a i d t h a t  t h e r e  is a  s m a l l  mining o p e r a t i o n  n e a r  h i s  home. I f  it is 
n o t  r e c l a i m e d  and c l e a n e d  up my p r o p e r t y  v a l u e  w i l l  d e c r e a s e .  They 
c a n  s p o i l  t h e  view and d e t r a c t  from my r e a s o n s  f o r  moving t o  R i m i r l i  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  

M r s .  Mary Donohoe, of  Nye, Montana, and r e p r e s e n t i n g  h e r s e l f ,  
s t a t e d  t h a t  w a t e r  m o n i t o r i n g  b e f o r e  and d u r i n g  e x p l o r a t i o n  i s  a  must .  
Due t o  a  b a d l y  p l a c e d  t a i l i n g  pond on t h e  S t i l l w a t e r  R i v e r  w e  f e e l  
t h i s  b i l l  s h o u l d  p a s s .  Two le t te rs  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  Committee. 
(See At tachment  # 2 . )  M r s .  Donohoe a l s o  s u b m i t t e d  a  l i s t  of l e t t e r s  
and t e l e g r a m s  r e c e i v e d  i n  s u p p o r t  of HB 604. (See  Athachment # 3 . )  

M r .  B i l l  Q u i e ,  of t h e  L i n c o l n  V a l l e y ,  s t a t e d  that .  h e  t r e a s u r e s  
a  q u a l i t y  way o f  l i f e .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t a i l i n g  ponds b e  
r e g u l a t e d  by t h e  s t a t e .  P l a c e s  l i k e  t h e  L i n c o l n  V a l l e y  a r e  a n  a s s e t  
t o  t h e  s t a t e .  L e t  u s  be  a b l e  t o  rest a s s u r e d  t h a t  o u r  w a t e r s  w i l l  
remain  c l e a r .  

M r .  Bob M o r r i s ,  of L i n c o l n ,  Montana, s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  h a s  l i v e d  
i n  t h e  L i n c o l n  V a l l e y  f o r  t h e  p a s t  e l e v e n  y e a r s .  Someday h a r d  
rock min ing  w i l l  come i n t o  t h e  L i n c o l n  V a l l e y  on a  l a r g e  s c a l e .  I 
u r g e  t h a t  you s u p p o r t  HB 604. 

M r .  McGregor Rhodes, o f  Libby,  Montana, and r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
C a b i n e t  Resource  Group, s t a t e d  t h a t  HB 604 a f f e c t s  no one  who c u r r e n t l y  
i s  a  s m a l l  miner .  I t  a f f e c t s  t h e  l a r g e  miner  who h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  
t o  c a u s e  problems.  T h i s  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  l a r g e  o p e r a t i o n s  be 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n s .  I t  i s  a  much needed p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

Mona Jamison,  A t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  Department  o f  H e a l t h  and Environments 1 
S c i e n c e s ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Department  n e i t h e r  opposes  nor  s u p p o r t s  HB 6 0 4 .  
The Department  w i s h e s  t o  t e s t i f y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S e c t i o n  50-1221 o f  HB 6 0 4 .  
There  is  no way t h e  Department  o f  H e a l t h  c a n  l e a r n  of  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  w a t e r  
q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s  u n l e s s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o v i s i o n  i s  i n  t h e  a c t .  
Without  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o v i s i o n ,  t h e  o n l y  way t h e  Department  would 
l e a r n  o f  v a r i o u s  v i o l a t i o n s  would be  t h r o u g h  p u b l i c  g r o u p s  who p o s s i b l y  
m o n i t o r  d i f f e r e n t  s t r e a m s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  do  s u p p o r t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
p r o v i s i o n .  

M r .  Wi l l iam R .  Mackay, Jr . ,  r a n c h e r  from Roscoe, Montana, and 
Chairman o f  t h e  Carbon County P lann ing  Board, s t a t e d  t h a t  he  was n o t  
opposed t o  mining.  A s  h a s  been p o i n t e d  o u t ,  s m a l l  miners  a r e  exempt. 
T h i s  k i n d  o f  a c t i o n  b e i n g  t a k e n  i n  t h i s  b i l l  i s  long  overdue .  T h i s  
t y p e  o f  b i l l  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  needed now and a l s o  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  I am 
a s k i n g  t h a t  you g i v e  u s  a  chance  a s  a  co~nrnunity t o  o b s e r v e  t h i s  impact  
and t h a t  mining companies c a n ' t  c o m p l e t e l y  d i s r u p t  e v e r y t h i n g .  

Barbara  Cowan, of Troy,  Montana, s t a t e d  t h a t  s h e  b e l i e v e s  t h e  
Hard Rock Law s h o u l d  b e  expanded.  W e  a r e  f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  ASARCO mining 
p r o j e c t  and t h e  t a i l i n g  ponds w i l l  have  t h e i r  e f f e c t  o n  Lake Creek and 
t h e  Kootena i  R i v e r .  What r e c o u r s e  d o  w e  a s  c i t i z e n s  have  t o  p r o t e c t  
o u r  water q u a l i t y .  V i o l a t o r s  a r e  n o t  r e g u l a r l y  p r o s e c u t e d .  W e  need 



p r o t e c t i o n  t h a t  HB 6 0 4  a f f o r d s  u s .  I u r g e  you t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l .  

M r .  John Heyneman, o f  F i s h t a i l ,  Montana, s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  t h e  
p e o p l e ~ w o u l d n ' t  have come t h i s  f a r  t o  t e s t i f y  i f  t h e y  d i d n ' t  f ee l .  
t h a t  t h i s  was a  m a t t e r  of impor tance .  

M r .  Michael  Moore, M i n i s t e r  o f  Uni ted  Church o f  C h r i s t  i n  Absarokec ,  
Montana, s t a t e d  t h a t  he  u r g e s  t h e  Committee t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l  f o r  
a l l  t h o s e  t h a t  depend on h e a l t h y  l a n d  f o r  l i v i n g .  

A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  opponen t s  t o  HB 6 0 4  were hea rd .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Budd Gould, o f  ~ i s t r i c t  9 8  i n  M i s s o u l a ,  Montana, 
s t a t e d  t h a t  when he l o o k s  a t  HB 604  and sees t h e  way i t  i s  amended 
he f e e l s  t h i s  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  
p r o s p e c t o r  and s m a l l  miner  l i v i n g  i n  h i s  d i s t r i c t .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e   ill Hand, of  D i l l o n ,  Montana, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  a  c e r t a i n  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  making a  s m a l l  m i n e r ' s  e x c l u s i o n  i n  
mining l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and r i g h t f u l l y  s o .  The f a c t  r emains  t h a t  i n  most 
c a s e s  t h e s e  s m a l l  m i n e r s  must  depend upon s e l l i n g  o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  the 
l a r g e  o p e r a t o r s .  (See  At tachment  # 4 . )  

M r .  D. L .  Reber ,  s m a l l  miner  from M i s s o u l a ,  Montana, s a i d  t h a t  
i f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  p a s s e d  it w i l l  f o r c e  t h e  s m a l l  miner  o u t  of  b u s i n e s s .  
I f  HB 6 0 4  i s  p a s s e d  i.t w i l l  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  p u t  m e  o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s  
and I w i l l  l o s e  my l i f e  s a v i n g s .  W e  a r e  a l r e a d y  bonded by two and 
t h r e e  government  a g e n c i e s .  I r e c e i v e  no r e t u r n  on my money when t h e  
s t a t e  h a s  i t  o r  t h e  government h a s  it. You a r e  lumping m e  i n  w i t h  t h e  
l a r g e  major  c o r p o r a t i o n s .  B e n t o n i t e  i s  exempt. B a r i t e  is  used t o  
p r e v e n t  d i s a s t e r .  Why i s  it n o t  exempt a l s o .  

M r .  S t ephen  W i l l i a m s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Anaconda Company, s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  Anaconda Company opposes  HB 6 0 4  b e c a u s e  it changes  t h e  
emphasis  o f  t h e  Hard-Rock Mining Act from r e c l a m a t i o n  o f  mined s u r f a c e s  
t o  the r e g u l a t i o n  and c o n t r o l  of t h e  mining i n d u s t r y .  A s  was p o i n t e d  
o u t  t o  t h i s  Committee l a s t  week, t h i s  B i l l  h a s  been  amended, and 
wa te red  down t o  t h e  p o i n t  where no change i s  n e c e s s a r y .  (See  At tachment  
#5.) 

M r .  Gene P h i l l i p s ,  A t t o r n e y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  ASARCO, s a i d  I d o n '  t k n o w  
of  any s m a l l  miner  t h a t  some day d o e s n ' t  e x p e c t  t o  be  a  b i g  m i n e r .  
(Numerous books w e r e  shown t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e .  ) W e  f e e l  we a r e  doing 
a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  needed t o  b e  done  t o  b e  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  sound 
o p e r a t i o n .  W e  d o  n o t  see any  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t h i s  b i l l .  The b i l l  does  
n o t  s p e c i f y  f o r  how long  you would have  t o  m o n i t o r  w a t e r .  We u r g e  t h a t  
you do n o t  concur  i n  t h i s  b i l l .  

M r .  P e t e r  J a c k s o n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Western  Environmenta l  Trade  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  min ing  d o e s  have  some r e a l  good b e n e f i c i a l .  



t h i n g s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  a r e a .  I t  b r i n g s  money i n t o  t h e  community. 
WETA i s  opposed t o  t h i s  b i l l .  W e  d o n ' t  t h i n k  it i s  n e c e s s a r y .  W e  
t h i n k  t h e  p r e s e n t  law o u g h t  t o  b e  g i v e n  a chance .  

MF.  N e i l  Lynch, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana Mining A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s m a l l  m i n e r s  t h a t  were h e r e  l a s t  Thursday a r e  
d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  t h e y  c a n ' t  b e  back.  W e  d o n ' t  want  t o  c o m p l e t e l y  
and t o t a l l y  s t o p  min ing  i n  Montana. 

M r .  P h i l  Walsh, r e p r e s e n t i n g  h i m s e l f  and D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Montana 
c o u n c i l  o f  M i n e r a l  S o c i e t y ,  s a i d  I am opposed t o  t h i s  b i l l  and t h e  
Counc i l  is opposed t o  t h i s  b i l l .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  She lden ,  i n  c l o s i n g ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  a p p r e c i a t e d  
t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  of  t h i s  h e a r i n g .  I am concerned  as anyone a b o u t  t h e  
s m a l l  m i n e r .  A s  a n  employee o f  t h e  Libby C h a p t e r  of Montana Mining 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I am g o i n g  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  some d i a l o g u e  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  
Mining and r e c l a m a t i o n  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  i f  w e  d o  i t  r e a s o n a b l y  and 
c a r e f u l l y .  A s  f a r  a s  jobs  a r e  concerned ,  c e r t a i n l y  w e  want  j o b s .  
W e  want t o  b e  s u r e  any new company coming i n  w i l l  moni to r  t h e i r  w a t e r .  
I u r g e  you t o  g i v e  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  proposed changes  t o  
t h e  Hard Rock Mining A c t  p roposed  i n  t h i s  b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  F lynn ,  a s k e d ,  under  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  s m a l l  miner  
i s  moving d i r t  from a  r o a d  under  t h i s .  

M r .  Be r ry  answered,  y e s .  

S e n a t o r  Manley a s k e d ,  i s  t h a t  i n  t h e  b i l l  o r  i s  i t  a  d e p a r t m e n t  
r u l e .  

M r .  Be r ry  r e p l i e d ,  t h a t  was i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  law. Roads a r e  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  d i s t u r b e d  l a n d .  

S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  a s k e d ,  M r .  Lynch, d i d  you i n t r o d u c e  S B  19  l a s t  
s e s s i o n  when you w e r e -  a S e n a t o r .  

M r .  Lynch s a i d ,  t h a t  b i l l  s a i d  t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  development  t h a t  
was no l o n g e r  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  

S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  s a i d ,  M r .  Be r ry ,  M r .  Wi l l i ams  s a i d  you have  a  d u t y  
t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Department  o f  H e a l t h  and Env i ronmenta l  S c i e n c e s .  

M r .  Be r ry  r e p l i e d ,  i f  M r .  Wi l l i ams  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  pay t h e  f i n e  and 
s i x  months i n  j a i . 1  I would b e  g l a d  t o  d o  it. 

S e n a t o r  Smi th  a s k e d ,  d o  you have any C o u r t  c a s e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  
Department  o f  S t a t e  Lands now. 

M r .  Be r ry  r e p l i e d ,  t h e r e  i s  a s u i t  now i n v o l v i n g  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y .  
A l s o ,  i f  I am a c t i n g  w i t h i n  my a u t h o r i t y  t h e  s t a t e  would pay t h e  f i n e .  



S e n a t o r  Manley s a i d ,  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  H e a l t h  Department  t h a t  a  mine 
i s  p o l l u t i n g  a  c r e e k  - how would t h a t  b e  i n  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  law. 
Wouldq' t  you t h i n k  t h e y  would n o t i f y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  

M r .  B e r r y  s a i d ,  e a c h  t h i n g  between t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  and t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
i.s c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  s o  I c a n ' t  t e l l  t h e  H e a l t h  Department  where t h e  mine 
i s  l o c a t e d .  W e  d o n ' t  have  t h e  s t a f f  t o  make a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  i f  t h e  law 
h a s  been v i o l a t e d .  

S e n a t o r  Devine a s k e d ,  a t  t h e  l a s t  mee t ing  it was p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  
t h i s  b i l l  was s u g g e s t e d  by t h e  Environmenta l  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t e r .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  She lden  s a i d ,  one  p e r s o n  who works t h e r e  d i d  t h e  
l e g  work. 

S e n a t o r  Devine s a i d ,  when you g e t  t h e s e  r e q u e s t s  from t h e  
Environmenta l  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t e r  - l i k e  a  need f o r  t i g h t e n i n g  up t h i s  
mining - do you go t o  them o r  t h e y  t o  you. 

M r .  Be r ry  s a i d ,  my f i r s t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  b i l l  was a f t e r  i t  came 
o u t  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l .  

S e n a t o r  Devine s a i d ,  one o f  t h e  s m a l l  m i n e r s  s a i d  t h a t  when t h e  
b i l l s  a r e  worked on t h e y  a r e  n e v e r  a sked  f o r  any i n p u t .  

M r .  Herb Sherbourne  s a i d ,  t h e  Environmenta l  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t e r  
m a i n t a i n s  a n  o f f i c e  i n  Helena.  W e  h a v e  never  been c o n t a c t e d  by anybody 
i n  advance .  

ADJOURNMENT: T h e r e  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  mee t ing  was 
a d j o u r n e d  a t  11:05 a .  m. 

. L 

S E ~ ~ R  ELMER F L ~ N N ,  CHAIRMAN 
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a u  i e  B l a z i c h  
kouEe 3 
Troy,  M t .  59935 

Testimony on HI3 604  

My name i s  L a u r i e  B l a z i c h .  My husband and two c h i l d r e n  and 1 l i v e  n e a r  

Troy on Lake Creek Road, down h i l l ,  down wind and downstream o f  A s a r c o ' s  

proposed c o p p e r - s i l v e r  m i n e ' s  t a i l i n g s  pond. I am h e r e  today  i n  s u p p o r t  

o f  HB 604. 

Mining companies a r e  concerned w i t h  mining i n  t h e  most e x p e d i e n t  way 

p o s s i b l e .  Companies o f t e n  r e f e r  t o  a law which r e q u i r e s  t h e i r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

o f  t h e  environment  as " b u r e a u c r a t i c  r e d  t a p e " .  But  it i s  a d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y  

t o  t h o s e  o f  u s  whose homes w i l l  be  i n  t h e  shadow o f  a mining o p e r a t i o n .  

We r e l y  on t h e  Hard Rock Act t o  p r o v i d e  c l e a r  and thorough  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  

t h e  mining w i l l  n o t  harm o u r  h e a l t h  and wel l -be ing  n o r  d e s t r o y  o u r  l i f e -  

s t y l e s  and means o f  l i v e l i h o o d .  It  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  Hard Rock Act 

must be  made c l e a r e r  and more comprehensive.  

The mining i n d u s t r y  h a s  been f i g h t i n g  t o o t h  and n a i l  t o  d i s i n c l u d e  

a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  s a v e  t h e  a c t u a l  e x t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  o r e  from t h e i r  p e r m i t  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  under  t h e  Hard Rock A c t .  C o n s i d e r i n g  a l l  t h e  concomi tan t s  

o f  mining,  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  o f  o r e  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  l e a s t  o f  o u r  w o r r i e s .  

There must be no room fo; doub t  t h a t  a s i x  m i l e  s l u r r y  p i n e l i n e  a n d  400 

a c r e  mountain o f  t a i l i n g s  a r e  covered  by t h e  Act.  The s l u r r y  and t a i l i n g s  

may h e  t h e  w o r s t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  mining o p e r a t i o n  from t h e  p o i n t  of view 

of  l o c a l  d w e l l e r s .  They w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  endanger  o u r  p r e c i o u s  waterways;  

t h e y  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  a f f e c t  a g r e a t  q u a n t i t y  o f  l a n d .  S i n c e  t h e  l i n e  between 

mining and r e f i n i n g  i s  a r b i t r a r y ,  it should  be drawn a t  t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  

o r e  l e a v e s  f o r  t h e  s m e l t e r .  

Recause o f  i t s  l o c a t i o n ,  A s a r c o U s  t a i l i n g s  p o n d ' s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  is 

o f  u tmost  concern  t o  my f a m i l y .  Not o n l y  would w e  have t o  l i v e  w i t h  any 

e f f l u e n c e  it produced,  w e  would b e  endangered i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  t h e  dam 

broke.  Such a n  o c c u r r e n c e  i s  n o t  unknown. The Mike Horse t a i l i n q s  dam 
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COTJNTY OF STILLW 
STATE OFMONTANA 

COLUMBUS, MONTANA 

ATE 

7 would  fihe t u  uhge a (avomble hecommendOn ad HB 6 0 4  b y  Xke S w d t c  
N&wt& Rcnoufice,~ CutrrrnhXee. Ad S a m  County Planna T am aiuahc? ud Ahc 
nrany pt~oblenu w!uch have occwmed &/tom .the W g  &du.~.t/Ly i n  ouh CuunXy. On 
;ttr whule, iue #LC n u t  agahnb;t $ h e i ~ l d ~ ~ b . & g  b u t  i( Lt cnnn0.t rn i~~in~ize  advmc? 
Cdduch an  Xhe envitovunevLt Ithen t h e  40cd  citizen6 m e  ptac~tl i n  a [~oa&okz 
t o  uhgc aAtcic-tt~~ con t toh  ,to h w e  a d e q d e  pmteck.ion 0 6  Ahe kedoukce~. 

Hl3 604 u d d c ~  .the mivtimiun ~adegua.k& needed 20 iruuhe tllaZ i.nciden,tb aucli 
ad the ailing 0 6  a ;tailings pond fie& 20 f i e  S t m a  Rivm d d n g  t l l~  clllrornc, 
mining 30 yeah6 ago doed nut occw again. The hxpanded detjiniLLon 0 5  f iunir tg  
incRuden itdieivrga, pan&, Leach pond6, and  cone^^^ which have nol: bee~i 
adequate!-y conxkoled i n  t o  p a x .  

Anokhsh aehiora pko6Le.m hm o c c m e d  @om mztw q u a l i t y  and quant.cty dc- 
ghaddtion 6tom mining a d v L t y  .in the S taMw Cornflex. The  coatcfI I J ~ J ~ L ~  tir~11 
covl;ttlul LGUUA i n  2hi.h State  do  no$ pnav.de. doh lclateh q luntL tg  and qun ld i  t r j  ~ I I O H  i 
;to/Ling b~ S O ~ C ' ,  dum'ktg, a d  adtch, mhung. .b 604 rreaborr t h n t  tllclso 
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A U o v ~ ~ r z g  tlzcl Depah,tmevLt 0 6  S,x%Xe Lands Afl noXi6q t h ~  Vepahfnlen t  o h  I~c1a~<I1 
and Elzvhu~rn~nLd Scienca and a t h a  SAatc Agetic.icb at h dibchctiorr o h  1 t ) ~ ~ t o f I  
qui~Pi/ tq vio.Puiiunn LA a420 a rntxulcne which 1 huppoht.  

_- -.* 
/L,. , : , ;. .I ?;-, 

Tom Kel ly  1 
S;tiXfb)cLteh County lJlanne/r 
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A S1 A TE[rlEi\IT BY KEPRESEIJTATI VE B I LL HAiJlI, D I LI-011 
I 

PRESENTED TO TtlE SENATE IIATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 014 H O B ,  604, 
MARCH 22, 9 :  30 A.M., ROOM 405, SENATOR ELMER FLYNN, CHAIRMAN 

! 

MR , CHAIRMAN AND COMMITTEE) I WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS MYSELF 

T O :  (1) THE LACK OF EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
i 

( 2 )  THE NEED FOR ENLIGHTENED MINERAL DEVELOPMENT POLICY 

(5) UNJUSTIFIED FEARS AND 

(4) MONTANA'S POOR MINERAL IMAGE, 

THE LACK OF EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN MONTANA AND THE 

EXODUS OF OUR TRAINED YOUNG MONTANANS ELSEWHERE IS  MOST UNDESIRABLE, 

THIS IS BECAUSE LAWS LIKE THIS DISCOURAGE ORDERLY DEVELOPMENT OF OUR 

BUSINESS AND OUR RESOURCES, RISK C A P I T A L  I S  CERTAINLY NOT A V A I L -  

I ABLE 0 

1 A D M I T  THAT DUE TO COAL DEVELOPMENT, MINERAL PRODUCTION I S  

THE BIGGEST SEGMENT OF OUR ECONOMY, EVEN SURPASSES AGRICULTURE; 

BUT I QUICKLY SUBMIT TO YOU THAT WYOMING) WITH OUR LESSER MINERAL 

POTENTIAL, BY-PASSES US TWO T I M E S ,  

REMAINS THAT I N  MOST CASES THESE SMALL MINERS MUST DEPEND UPON 

S E L L I N G  OR DEALING W I T H  THE LARGE OPERATORS, I F  HE I S  TO HOPE TO 
, 

J U S T I F Y  H I S  EFFORTS 0 110 LONGER I S  A 100 TONS PER DAY OPERATION 

ECONOMIC ANY MORE THAN A 100 HEAD COW RANCH; AND NO LONGER CAN THE 

CLJSTOM- SMELTERS ABSORB THAT MUCH CRUDE ORE, 

I A D M I T  TO B E  AN INTERESTED PARTY 0 I WAS INVOLVED WITH 

I A F A M I L Y  M I N I N G  OPERATION FROM 1942 TO 1971, WHEREIN WE SOLD A 

CRUDE ORE TO THE EAST HELENA SMELTER, THE PROPERTY IS NOW OPTIONED 
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TESTIMONY 

S t e p h e n  M. W i l l i a m s  
The Anaconda Co. 

BEFORE 

S e n a t e  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  Commit tee  
March 2 2 ,  1 9 7 7  

The Anaconda Company o p p o s e s  HB 604 b e c a u s e  i t  c h a n g e s  t h e  c ~ n p l ~ ~ l -  

s i s  o f  t h e  l ln rd  Rock Mining  A c t  f rom r e c l a m a t i o n  of  mined s u r f a c e s  t o  

t h e  r e g u l a t i . o n  and  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  m i n i n g  i n d u s t r y .  A s  was p o i n t e d  o u t  

t o  t h i s  Conlmittee l a s t  week,  t h i s  B i l l  h a s  been  amended,  and watcrecl  

dov;n t o  t h e  p o i n t  where  no  c h a n g e  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  

The I lard Rock Mining  Act  was p a s s e d  i n  1973. and  amcrlded i n  1 9 7 3 .  

The b a s i c  i n t e n t  of  t h a t  a c t  a n d  t h e  amendments a r e  e x p r e s s e d  on Page  

1 o f  t h i s  B i l l .  Tha t  mined l a n d  s u r f a c e s  d i s t u r b e d  by m i n i n g  were  r e -  
I 

c l a i m e d .  I iB  6 0 4  a d d s  n o t h i n g  t o  h e l p  r e c l a ~ n a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  l a n d s .  

Though t h i s  B i l l  h a s  b e e n  amended s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  we s t i l l  h a v e  

o b j e c t i o n s  t o  s e v e r a l  p r o v i s i o n s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  do n o t  b e l o n g  u n d e r  t h e  

Hard Rock Mining  Act.' 

On P .  5 ,  11. 1 5 - 1 9 ,  C rushe r s ,  c o n c e n t r a t o r s ,  t a i l i n g s  ponds  a n d  

dal~is a r e  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m i n i n g ,  a n d  t h u s  c o v e r e d  

by t h e  bond jng  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  A c t .  C r u s h e r s  and  c o n c e n t r a t o r s  

s h o u l d  n o t  be  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  n o t  l a n d  d i s -  

t u r b e d  by m i n i n g  i n  t h e  r e c l a m a t i o n  s e n s e  o f  t h i s  A c t .  T h e s e  a r c  pet-- 

manent  b u i l d i n g s  and f a c i l i t i e s  which  a r e  n o t  m o b i l e  o r  ~novcd  on  a 

d a i l y  o r  y e a r l y  b a s i s .  These  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  n o t  p a r t  of  t h e  p i t ,  b u t  

I pe rmanen t  p r o c e s s i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  where  o r e  i s  b ~ o u g l l t  a ~ l t l  t r e a t e d .  




