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SENATE RULES COMMITTEE 

The S e n a t e  Rules Committee met on'March I S ,  1977 i n  room 331 of  

t h e  c a p i t o l .  Sena to r  Stephens  c a l l e d  t h e  meeting t o  o r d e r  a t , 4 : 0 0  p.m. 

P r e s e n t  were Sena to r s  Hazelbaker,  McQmber, Mathers,  Murphy, Rober t s ,  

Stephens  andTurnage.  Excused was Sena to r  Thiessen.  Also p r e s e n t  

were Nancy Aagenes; Sena tor  Murray; Gary Moes, AP;  B i l l  Hanson, UPI; 

Represen ta t ive  Robbins; and Sena tor  Lockrem. 

Sena to r  Stephens  asked t h e  committee i f  t h e  motion h e  was t o  make 

on t h e  f l o o r  on Saturday concerning House B i l l  122 would b e  a d e b a t a b l e  

motion. I t  w a s  t h e  f e e l i n g  of t h e  r u l e s  committee t h a t  it could  be  

deba ted  f o r  a b r i e f  t ime.  

S e n a t o r  McOmber f e l t  t h a t  t h e  motion would be  d e b a t a b l e  j u s t  s o  

long a s  it p e r t a i n e d  t o  t h e  motion i t s e l f .  

S e n a t o r  Turnage moved t h a t  deba t e  be  a l lowed on t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  

Senate .  Discuss ion  followed. 

Sena to r  Rober ts  s a i d  t h a t  he was i n  no p o s i t i o n  t o  d e b a t e  t h e  

subs t ance  o f  t h e  b i l l .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  even w i t h  a committee recom- 

mendation, h e  d i d n ' t  know i f  he  would want t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  m e r i t s  of 

t h e  b i l l .  H e  f e l t  t h e  deba te  should be  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  motion i t s e l f .  

Sena to r  Turnage f e l t  t h a t  everyone would want t o  know what t h e  b i l l  

i s  about  when they  a r e  cons ide r ing  a c t i o n ,  and t h a t  comments were i n  

o r d e r .  

Sena to r  Mathers f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was a b i g  problem. If w e  d o n ' t  

have any d i s c u s s i o n  we may be c r u c i f i e d  f o r  n o t  a l lowing  i t ,  h e  s a i d .  

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  he f e l t  it could  be  cons ide red  k i l l i n g  t h e  b i l l .  H e  

s t a t e d  t h a t  it was n o t  an o r d i n a r y  p i e c e  of l e g i s l a t i o n  and t h a t  it 

was impor t an t  f o r  each s i d e  t o  s t a t e  t h e i r  views. 
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Sena to r  Rober ts  s a i d  t h a t  he f e l t  . t h a t  was 11i.s argument on t h e  

b i l l .  W e  should have a  recommendation from t h e  committee. Ne d i d n ' t  

f e e l  t h a t  it was impor t an t  t o  open up t h e  deba te  on t h e  subs t ance  

a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Senatox Stephens  asked i f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  b i l l  could be  

l i m i t e d :  

Sena to r  McOmber s a i d  t h a t  it could i f  t h e  body de te rmined  it ahead 

of t i m e .  He s a i d  t h a t  it was a s t r a n g e  r u l e  i n  a  motion t o  suspend.  

Genera l  d i s c u s s i o n  then  c e n t e r e d  around J R  5 - 6 ( 2 )  

Sena to r  Murphy s a i d  t h a t  he imagined t h a t  it would be  w i s e ,  no 

m a t t e r  how t h e  v o t e  goes .  A v o t e  a g a i n s t  w i l l  b e  l a b l e d  a s  a g a i n s t  

t h e  b i l l .  H e  p e r s o n a l l y  f e l t  it should be l imi t ed  t o  t h e  motion i n  

q u e s t i o n .  

Sena to r  Mathers s a i d  t h a t  i f  t h e  b i l l  goes down t h e  h e a d l i n e s  w i l l  

be t h a t  t h e  Sena te  r e f u s e d  t h e  b i l l  w i thou t  d i s c u s s i o n .  

Sena to r  Rober ts  s a i d  t h a t  he agreed ,  b u t  hoped i t  would be  p u t  i n  

a committee. 

Sena to r  Turnage said t h a t  w e  should let t h e  good s e n s e  of t h e  Sena te  

t a k e  i t s  course .  He d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  would be t h a t  much d e b ~ t e .  

Sena to r  McOmber s a i d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  has  t o  be  b e f o r e  t h e  body 

b e f o r e  it can be deba ted .  Masons prov ides  a  b r i e f  e x p l a n a t i o n  may be 

made. 

Sena to r  Stephens  asked Sena tor  McOmber t o  e x p l a i n  t h a t  a  b r i e f  

e x p l a n a t i o n  would be  i n  o r d e r .  H e  t hen  asked i f  a  motion would be  

made, he wogld g i v e  a  b r i e f  exp lana t ion  of  what t h e  r u l e s  committee 

had decided.  
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The commit tee  agreed  w i t h  t h i s .  

S e n a t o r  McOmber t h e n  a sked  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i f  any motion wbuld b e  

i n  o r d e r  e x c e p t  t h e  mot ion t o  amend, r e g a r d i n g  t h e  r u l e s  i n  c h a p t e r  

5 under  t h e  J o i n t  Rules .  

The mot ion made by S e n a t o r  Turnage d i e d  f o r  l a c k  o f  a second.  

G e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n  was t h e n  h e l d  on mot ions .  

The re  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  mee t ing  was ad jou rned  a t  

4:50 p,m. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  submi t t ed ,  

,:/lh:-;c .- .-:/' ( [ ; ( L < - / ; J  

J? Ann F. Owens, S e c r e t a r y  

S e n a t o r  S t an  S t ephens ,  Chairman 
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