
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 1 7 ,  1977 

The t w e n t i e t h  mee t ing  of  t h e  Highways and T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
committee was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman Manning on t h e  above 
d a t e  i n  Room 404 o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  a t  9:30 a.m. 

ROLL CALL: S e n a t o r  Hager a r r i v e d  a t  9:37. A l l  members were 
p r e s e n t .  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 373: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H a r r i s o n  
Is'dgy, c h i e f  s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  t o l d  t h e  committee t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  
had a  confused  background t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  compromise 
amendments t h a t  a r e  s o  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h i s  p r i n t i n g  o f  t h e  b i l l .  
L a s t  s e s s i o n  a  b i l l  was p a s s e d  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  a l l  of  t h e  p l a n e s  i n  
Montana t o  be r e g i s t e r e d  and a  $100 f i n e  f o r  n o t  r e g i s t e r i n q  t h e  
p l a n e .  T h i s  b i l l  changes  t h e  d e a d l i n e  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  from February  
1 t o  March 1. I t  a l s o  exempts n o n f l i a b l e  p l a n e s  from t h i s  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
and t h e  subsequen t  t a x e s .  The problem now i s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  
p l a n e s  t h a t  l e a v e  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  t h e  s h o r t  p e r i o d s  o f  t i m e  w h i l e  
the r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e  i s  b e i n g  a s s e s s e d .  Some o f  t h e  o t h e r  changes  
l n  t h e  b i l l ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Fagg e x p l a i n e d ,  were s imply  house-keepiny 
measures  t o  make t h e  s t a t u e s  more workable .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Fagg 
added t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  s h o u l d  c o r r e c t l y  r e f l e c t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it i s  
dl1 a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b i l l ,  n o t  a  p e r s o n a l  b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  Graham a s k e d  what t h e  $100 f i n e  was f o r .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
l?agg answered t h a t  t h e  f i n e  was a s s e s s e d  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  r e g i s t e r  t h e  
p l a n e .  S e n a t o r  Graham asked  i f  t h e  f e e  was p r o p o r t i o n e d  o u t  f o r  
o n l y  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  p l a n e  s p e n t  i n  Montana w i t h  p l a n e s  such a s  
t h e  c r o p  d u s t e r s .  k e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Fagg responded t h a t  t h e  t y p e  of  
p l a n e  i s  s p e c i f i e d  on t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and t h a t  i f  the p l a n e  was 
on ly  i n  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  a  p o r t i o n  of t h e  y e a r ,  t h e n  t h e y  would pay a  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t a x e s .  The f e e  i s  o n l y  $5 o r  $10. There  h a s  been 
a problem w i t h  t h e  b i g  p l a n e s  d i s a p p e a r i n g  t o  Texas o r  e l s e w h e r e  
d u r i n g  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p e r i o d  and t h e r e  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  a  l o t  o f  
p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  t h a t  a r e  avo ided .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Fagg added t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  now a  d e c a l  on t h e  p l a n e s  and t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s u r v e y s  of  t h e  
p l a n e s  a t  a n  a i r p o r t  t o  check t o  see what  p l a n e s  w i t h o u t  t h e  d e c a l s  
dre spend ing  a  l o t  o f  t i m e  i n  Montana. The County A t t o r n e y  h a n d l e s  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  B i l l i n g s  and he i n  t u r n  d e l e g a t e s  h i s  power 
t o  t h e  A i r p o r t  Commission. 

S e n a t o r  Aber a s k e d  how much t h e  d e c a l s  c o s t .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
F'ayg responded t h a t  it depends on  t h e  t y p e  of  p l a n e .  The d e c a l  shows 
t h a t  you have  p a i d  t h e  t a x e s  on t h e  p l a n e  f o r  t h e  y e a r .  R e p r e s e n t a t i - v e  
Fagg ' s  own p l a n e  t a x e s  were a b o u t  $800. 

S e n a t o r  Haze lbaker  a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e  mention o f  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  on 
p d y e  3 ,  l i n e s  1 3  & 1 4 .  Bob P e r s o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  i s  a  means of  
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whereby  f a r r r ~ e r s  pay  t a x e s  on s p e c i a l  p r o p e r t i e s  a t  t h e  samt? t i n e  
t h a t  t h e y  pay  t h e  rea l  p r o p e r t y  taxes. S e n a t o r  Lockrem s t a t e d  
t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  same t y p e  o f  d e l a y  as h e  g e t s  w i t h  h i s  b o a t  t o  
j u s t  p a y  t h e  b o a t  t a x e s  w i t h  t h e  r e g u l a r  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s .  

S e n a t o r  Graham a s k e d  i f  a p l a n e  w a s  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  Wyoming 
but s p e n t  t h e  b e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  y e a r  i n  Montana would i t  have  t o  
pay  Montana taxes. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Fagg answered  t h a t  t h e  p u r p o s e  
of t h e  d e c a l  i s  so t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  c a n  check  and  k e e p  c l o s e  
c o u n t  on  t h e  p l a n e s  on t h e  f i e l d .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  some p a r k e d  t h e r e  
c o n s t a n t l y  w i t h  no  Montana d e c a l ,  t h e n  a $100 f i n e  would b e  imposed 
and  t h e y  would b e  f o r c e d  t o  buy a Montana d e c a l .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Pagg e l a b o r a t e d  t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  f i n e ,  t h e  v i o l a t o r  would 
have  t o  p a y  Montana t a x e s  o n  t h e  p l a n e  a n d  would a l s o  b e  r e q u i r e d  
t o  p a y  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  f i n e  i f  t h e y  w a i t e d  beyond t h e  a l l o w e d  t i m e  
p e r i o d  t o  pay  t h e  t a x e s  and  g e t  t h e  d e c a l .  

S e n a t o r  Lockrem a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e  p o s s i b l e  v i o l a t i o n s  by t a k i n g  
t h e  p l a n e  i n  f o r  t h e  o v e r h a u l  a b o u t  March 1 a n d  h a v i n g  it b e  c l a s s i f i e d  
a s  n o n f l y a b l e  u n d e r  t h e  b i l l .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Fagg s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  
d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  it would b e  w o r t h  it t o  t h e  f l i e r s  t o  t a k e  t h e i r  
p l a n e s  o u t  o f  t h e  f l y a b l e  c a t e g o r y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h a s s l e s  w i t h  t h e  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p l a n e  as b e i n g  f l y a b l e .  S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  
c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e r e  would l i k e l y  b e  no  problem w i t h  t h a t  b e c a u s e  
o f  t h e  r e d  t a p e  i n v o l v e d  i n  k e e p i n g  t h e  l i c e n s e  t o  f l y  t h e  p l a n e ;  
t h e  p i l - o t s  would n o t  want  t o  t a k e  t h e  p l a n e  o u t  o f  t h e  f l y a b l e  
c a t e g o r y .  A l s o ,  it i s  n o t  e c o n o m i c a l l y  f e a s i b l e  t o  k e e p  t h e  p l a n e  
i n  t h e  n o n f l y a b l e  c a t e g o r y  l o n g  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t  
i n  t h e  p l a n e  t o  b e g i n  w i t h .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE B I L L  373: S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  moved t h a t  -- 
SB 373  b e  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  S e n a t o r  Graham s e c o n d e d  t h e  m o t i o n .  The 
m o t i o n  -. c a r r i e d  unan'imously.  S e n a b o r  E t c h a r t  w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l .  

D I S C U S S I O N  O F  HOUSE BILL 650: S e n a t o r  S m i t h  e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e  
commi t t ee  members t h a t  w e r e  a b s e n t  on  Tuesday  t h a t  t h e r e  was much 
c r i t i c i s m  i n  t h e  committee over t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  p u t  
on t h e  u s e d  car d e a l e r s .  H e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  l i n e s  1 3  t o  1 7  b e  d e l e t e d  
on p a g e  4 .  

S e n a t o r  Graham commented t h a t  he  saw no  problem w i t h  t h e  pe rmanen t  
s i g n  p r o v i s i o n ,  b u t  h e  d i d  have  p rob lems  w i t h  t h e  pe rmanen t  b u i l d i n y  
and  t h e  l o t .  Some i n d i v i d u a l s  a l r e a d y  se l l  o u t  o f  a  t r a i l e r  and t h a t  
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  d e n i e d  u n d e r  t h i s  b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  S m i t h  moved t o  d e l e t e  l i n e s  1 3  t h r o u g h  17  o n  paqe 4 .  
S e n a t o r  Lockrem seconded  t h e  mo t ion .  

S e n a t o r  Graham commented t h a t  t h e r e  was l ~ o t h i t l g  wrong w i t h  
r e q u i r i n g  a  s i g n ,  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  it w a s  
a  p l a c e  o f  b u s i n e s s .  S e n a t o r  S m i t h  a s k e d  S e n a t o r  Graham a b o u t  t h e  
p e r s o n  who i s  o p e r a t i n g  o u t  o f  a service s t a t i o n  and  c a n ' t  hc~ve  a  s i q n .  
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S e n a t o r  Srnith c i t e d  a n  example  o f  a  man i n  Columbia Fal-1s  t h d t  
h a s  an  o f f i c e  i n  a  b u l k  s t a t i o n  and  cars on  t h e  l o t ,  b u t  the bulk 
s t a t i o n  w o n ' t  l e t  him h a v e  a s i g n  a d v e r t i s i n g  h i s  u s e d  c a r  business. 
S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  owned by t h e  o i l  
~:onipany. H e  added  t h a t  t h e  p rob lem w i t h  t h i s  b i l l  is t h a t  i t  w i l l  
c u t  down on c o m p e t i t i o n .  I t  i s  supposed  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  a b u s e s ,  
b u t  w i l l  i n  e f f e c t  h e  d r i v i n g  p e o p l e  o u t  of t h e  b u s i n e s s .  

S e n a t o r  Aber s a i d  t h a t  h e  a g r e e d  t o  a n  e x t e n t .  T h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  
f l y - b y - n i g h t  d e a l e r s  t h a t  l e a v e  town over n i g h t  and  t h i s  b i l l  i s  
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a h a n d l e  on t h a t  p roblem.  H e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  
f a v o r  making it t o o  d i f f i c u l t  on  t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  d e a l e r ,  b u t  t h e r e  
w e r e  probl-ems w i t h  t h o s e  t h a t  w e r e  h e r e o n e d a y  and  gone  t h e  n e x t .  

S e n a t o r  Lockrem s t a t e d  t h a t  Mae J e n k i n s ,  t h e  County  T r e a s u r e r  
i n  Y e l l o w s t o n e  County ,  u s e d  t h e  a b u s e s  o f  t h e  d e a l e r  p l a t e s  a s  a  
~ a m p a i g n  t a c t i c  i n  h e r  l a s t  e l e c t i o n .  Maybe t h e  a b u s e s  a r e  n o t  a s  
many a s  t h e  d e a l e r s  would have  u s  b e l i e v e ,  b u t  t h e y  seem t o  have  
come i n  t h e  back  d o o r  w i t h  t h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  c u t  down t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n .  
S e n a t o r  Lockrem added  t h a t  e v e n  i f  w e  amend t h i s  b i l l  t o  b e  a  good 
b i l l ,  t h e r e  w i l l  s t i l l  b e  t h o s e  few who w i l l  a b u s e  t h e  d e a l e r  p l a t e s .  

S e n a t o r  Aber  a s k e d  what  q u a l i f i e s  a  d e a l e r  a s  b e i n g  a  bona 
f i d e  d e a l e r .  S e n a t o r  B e r g r e n  s t a t e d  t h a t  f o r  a  u s e d  car d e a l e r  
it would h a v e  t o  b e  e i t h e r  p a y i n g  t h e  $150 f e e  o r  s e l l i n g  1 2  c a r s  
i.n t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  

S e n a t o r  Graham s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  w e  d o n ' t  g e t  a  h a n d l e  on t h i s  
t h l n g ,  t h e n  a  d e a l e r  c a n  come i n  a n d  b e  gone  t h e  n e x t  d a y .  H e  
s a i d  t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  pe rmanen t  
b u i l d i n g  a n d  t h e  l o t ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  s i g n  r e q u i r e m e n t  seemed r e a s o n a h l c >  
t o  him. P e r h a p s  t h e  s i g n  s h o u l d  o n l y  have  t o  b e  v i s i b l e  f o r  50  f e e t .  
S e n a t o r  S m i t h  s a i d , t h a t  i f  w e  amend t h e  s i g n  t o  be r e a d a b l e  a t  
50 f e e t  t h e n  t h e  f l y - b y - n i g h t  o p e r a t o r  c o u l d  t a k e  a  c a r d b o a r d  and  
a s t i c k  and s t i l l  be l e g a l .  

S e n a t o r  Lockrem s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  s u p p o r t e d  d e l e t i n g  the s i -gn  
r e q u i r e m e n t  b e c a u s e  t h a t  r e a l l y  was o n l y  needed  on [ h i g h  d e n s i t y  
s treets .  A d v e r t i s i n g  by  o t h e r  means c o u l d  be  more e f f e c t i v e  f o r  
o t h e r  a r e a s .  W e  d o n ' t  wan t  t o  f o r c e  u s e d  c a r  d e a l e r s  i n t o  t h e  
more e x p e n s i v e  l o t s .  

S e n a t o r  Aber commented t h a t  it w a s  a l l  r i g h t  w i t h  him t o  
Lakc o u t  t h e  s i g n  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  b u t  t h a t  h e  f a v o r e d  l e a v i n g  t h e  
$ 1 5 0  f e e  r e q u i r e m e n t  i n  t h e  b i l l .  I f  a  p e r s o n  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  pay  
t h a t  much money t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e n  h e  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  
s t a y  i n  town. 

The q u e s t i o n  w a s  c a l l e d  f o r  on  S e n a t o r  S m i - t h ' s  m o t i o n  t o  
amend on  p a g e  4 ,  d e l e t i n g  l i n e s  13-17. S e n a t o r  Graham v o t e d  n o ,  
S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  was a b s e n t  and  t h e  rest o f  t h e  conuni t tee  v o t e d  a y e .  
The m o t i o n  c a r r i e d .  
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S e n a t o r  Smi th  moved t h a t  t h e  b i l l  b e  amended on page  4 begirini.llg 
or1 p a g e  2 1  c o n t i n u i n g  down t o  l i n e  1 o n  p a g e  5 b e f o r e  t h e  word 
who and  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i n b e t w e e n  b e  d e l e t e d .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  a  p e r s o n  c o u l d  s t i l l  b e  a u s e d  car d e a l e r  even  i f  h e  o n l y  
worked f o r  a  few months  o u t  of t h e  y e a r .  

S e n a t o r  B e r g r e n  c l a r i f i e d  t h a t  t h i s  p a r a g r a p h  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  
meaning o f  t h i s  b i l l .  f o r  t h e  u s e d  c a r  d e a l e r .  I t  r e q u i r e s  t h e  p a y i n g  
o f  a  $150 f e e  or  t h e  s e l l i n g  o f  1 2  c a r s  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  

S e n a t o r  Graham s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  w e  make it e a s y  t o  q u a l i f y  a s  
d u s e d  c a r  d e a l e r  t h e n  w e  would have  a  l o t  o f  d e a l e r  p l a t e s  l o o s e  
and  t h e  a b u s e s  would c o n t i n u e .  

S e n a t o r  Lockrem n o t e d  t h a t  w e  may be c r e a t i n g  p rob lems  f o r  
t h e  equ ipmen t  d e a l e r s  who u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t a k e  t r a d e  i n s ,  
b u t  are n o t  u s u a l l y  i n  t h e  u s e d  v e h i c l e  b u s i n e s s .  They w i l l .  n e e d  
d e a l e r  p l a t e s  i n  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  b u t  would n o t  b e  d e a l i n g  i n  
a s  many as 1 2  v e h i c l e s  e a c h  y e a r .  T h i s  b i l l  would e i t h e r  p e n a l i z e  
t h e  heavy  equ ipmen t  d e a l e r  by making him pay  t h e  f e e  e a c h  y e a r  o r  
by f o r c i n g  him t o  a c t i v e l y  b e  i n  t h e  u s e d  v e h i c l e  b u s i n e s s .  

Both  S e n a t o r  Graham a n d  Chairman Manning commented t h a t  S e n a t o r  
Lockrem had  a p o i n t  t h e r e  and  t h a t  it p r o b a b l y  would b e  a  p rob lem.  

S e n a t o r  Graham commented t h a t  t h e  r e a l  t e e t h  o f  t h i s  b i l l  were 
i n  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  t h e  u s e  of t h e  d e a l e r  p l a t e s .  H e  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  
t h a t  h e  f e l t  t h a t  a l l  d e a l e r s  s h o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  a t  l e a s t  
o n e  p e r s o n a l .  p l a t e  f o r  t h e i r  own cars. 

S e n a t o r  Lockrem s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  d e a l e r  a b u s e  o f  p l a t e s  was 
n o t  a s  G i g  a  p rob lem a s  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  had  been  l e d  t o  b e l i e v e .  
S e n a t o r  S m i t h  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  had  f i g u r e d  it amounted t o  a b o u t  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0  
e a c h  y e a r .  S e n a t o r  Lockrem s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  w e  want  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  
t h e  a b u s e s  i t  was ' f i n e ,  b u t  w e  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  g i v i n g  t e n u r e  t o  t h o s e  
dealers a l r e a d y  i n  b u s i n e s s  a n d  p e n a l i z i n g  t h o s e  who want  t o  g e t  i n t o  
b u s i n e s s .  

S e n a t o r  Smi th  amended h i s  mo t ion  t o  amend t o  d c l c t e  e v e r y t h i n g  
a f t e r  t h e  word l i c e n s e  on  l i n e  2 3 ,  p a g e  4 t o  and  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  word 
l i c e n s e  o n  l i n e  1, p a g e  5 .  S e n a t o r  Aber a s k e d  t l l a t  a l l  o f  t h e  rest 
o f  t h e  i n t e n d e d  amendments be made a t  t h i s  t i m e .  S c n a t o r  S m i t h  
a d d e d  t h a t  h e  a l s o  wanted  t o  d e l e t e  l i n e s  11-16 on page 5 .  

S e n a t o r  Lockrem s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i f  w e  r e a l l y  drc s e r i o u s  a b o u t  
l i m i t i n g  t h e  u sed  car d e a l e r  p l a t e s  t o  l e g i t i m a t e  b u s i ~ l e s s e s ,  w e  
c o u l d  p u t  t h e  $500  f e e  b a c k  i n .  

S e n a t o r  Aber s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  $ 5 0 0  f e e  would 
b e  t o o  s t e e p  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  l i t t l e  town d e a l e r s .  S e n a t o r  Lockrem 
n o t e d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  o n e  t i m e  e x p e n s e  t h a t  m i g h t  s t o p  t h e  f l y - b y -  
n i g h t e r s  and  some o f  t h e  a b u s e s  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  a r e a s .  
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Sellator Smi th  a s k e d  t h a t  t h e  $500 p r o v i s i . o n  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  
h i s  mo t ion  t o  amend. 

S e n a t o r  Hager  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  reminded  him o f  a  b i l l  a b o u t  
1.0 y e a r s  a g o  t h a t  r a i s e d  t h e  f e e  f o r  eggmen f rom $20 t o  $50  i n  an  
a t t e m p t  t o  g e t  a t  t h e  B u t t e  r u n n e r s .  A few y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  
Depar tment  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  was back  a s k i n g  t o  p u t  t h e  f e e  back t o  
where it was b e f o r e  b e c a u s e  it h a d n ' t  worked i n  s t o p p i n g  t h e  f l y -  
b y - n i y h t e r s .  T h i s  b i l l  p r o b a b l y  w o n ' t  so lve  t h a t  p rob lem e i t h e r  
i n  t h e  c a r  d e a l e r  b u s i n e s s .  

S e n a t o r  B e r g r e n  commented t h a t  h e  f a v o r e d  making it d i f f i c u 1 . t .  
t o  g e t  t h e  d e a l e r  p l a t e s  t o  b e g i n  w i t h  by  c h a r g i n g  t h e  $500 f e e .  

S e n a t o r  Lockrem s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  p e r s o n  who was n o t  a 
bona f i d e  d e a l e r  d i d  n o t  want  t o  pay  t h e  $500 f e e ,  t h e n  h e  would 
b e  f o r c e d  t o  p a y  t h e  t a x e s  on  a l l  o f  t h e  c a r s  t h a t  h e  owned. T h a t  
s h o u l d  b e  a  d e t e r e n t .  

S e n a t o r  Hea ly  s a i d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  $500 f e e  
was n e c e s s a r y  and  t h a t  it w a s  p e r h a p s  t o o  much. 

S e n a t o r  S m i t h  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  h e  would compromise a n d  p u t  t h e  
fee a t  $300. 

The committee v o t e d  unan imous ly  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  $ 1 5 0  f e e  t o  
$ 3 0 0  a n d  t h e  m o t i o n  t o  amend page  4 ,  l i n e s  2 3  t h r o u g h  l i n e  1 on  
page  5 a l s o  c a r r i e d  unanimously.  

S e n a t o r  S m i t h  moved t h a t  t h e  b i l l  be  f u r t h e r  amended on page  
5 ,  d e l e t i n g  l i n e s  1.1 t h r o u g h  1 6  and  r enumber ing  s u b s e q u e n t  s u b s e c t i o n s .  

S e n a t o r  Lockrem commented t h a t  t h i s  would be a  way t o  f i n d  
o u t  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  a u t o  d e a l e r s  were r e a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  
a b u s e s  o f  d e a l e r  p l a t e s .  

S e n a t o r  A b e r  commented t h a t  t h e r e  h a v e  a l w a y s  been  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
set  up f o r  g e t t i n g  t h e  d e a l e r  p l a t e s ,  b u t  t h e  p l a t e s  have  a l w a y s  
been  g i v e n  o u t  anyway. 

S e n a t o r  Lockrem commented t h a t  t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  d e a l e r s  a r e  
r e a l l y  d o i n g  a  good j o b  o f  t a k i n g  care o f  t h e  d e a l e r  p l a t e s  and  
n o t  a b u s i n g  them. 

The committee v o t e d  unan imous ly  t o  a c c e p t  t h c  f i n a l  amendments 
o f f e r e d  by S e n a t o r  Smi th .  

S e n a t o r  1,ockrem commented t h a t  p e r h a p s  i t  would work w e l l  
t o  g i v e  t h e  d e a l e r s  t w o  f r e e  sets o f  p l a t e s  and  make a  nomina l  
c h a r g e  f o r  e a c h  a d d i t i o n a l  set. S e n a t o r  A b e r  commented t h a t  it. 
i s  t h a t  way p r e s e n t l y  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  sets c o s t i n g  $35 a n d  e a c h  
a d d i t i o n a l  set  c o s t i n g  $5 e a c h .  
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D I S P O S I T I O N  OF HOUSE BILL 650: S e n a t o r  Smi th  moved t h a t  
HB 6 5 6  a s  amended b e  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  S e n a t o r  H a z e l b a k e r  s econded  
t h e  m o t i o n .  S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  v o t e d  n o ,  t h e  rest o f  t h e  commi t t ee  
v o t e d  a y e .  The m o t i o n  c a r r i e d .  S e n a t o r  S m i t h  w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l  
on  t h e  f l o o r ,  senator Aber  w i l l  a s s i s t .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION LO:  S e n a t o r  Smi th  
moved t h a t  H J R  1 0  a s  amended be c o n c u r r e d  i n .  S e n a t o r  Graham 
s e c o n d e d  t h e  mo t ion .  S e n a t o r  Hager  a s k e d  f o r  a  r e s t a t e m e n t  o f  
t h e  amendments. S e n a t o r  S m i t h  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  had  b e e n  
amended t o  i n c l u d e  Highway 9 3  t o  t h e  F l a t h e a d  County  l i n e ,  a b o u t  
2 2  m i l e s  above  P o l s o n .  

S e n a t o r  Hager  v o t e d  no ,  S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  was a b s e n t .  The rest 
o f  t h e  commi t t ee  v o t e d  a y e .  The m o t i o n  c a r r i e d .  S e n a t o r  S m i t h  and 
S e n a t o r  H i . m s l  w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o n  t h e  f l o o r .  

ADJOURNMENT: -- T h e r e  b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  meeti-nq 
was a d j o u r n e d  a t  10:40  a . m . ~  

DAVE MANNING,  CHAIRMAN 
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......................................................... IM H 

we, yoill c:ommittet: on ................. I!.I.G. Endng.S .. .~?:D..IC:RA"-~.Ss151~RZ~fZI.X~~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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... ............... Respectfully repot t as follows: 1-hat j j Q . c S f i . . . J . Q X Y T . . X  ........................... BIII NO. la., 
t;hil-J rc(;i\! in(,{, !;c airended as follows : 

L .  i -  1 t i ,  l i n 3  10. 
j 7 i ) l l u * . ~ i ~ ~ ~  7 : " ~ J L  l!lI'' 
; +.=ijCe t s  r 4 , 4 ' I P d  r > T  ;IIC?fidAY 35  SOUTtIM 
x s x : 7 r r i i r c ~ i ~ ~ j )  COU:JYY LI:JE E I O R T H ~  

, . L L . L ~ . ? , L C I  2 line 2 0 .  
h l . I . o ~ i r ~ 1 )  : " w i t l l "  
.> tri:;d : "Gtnte  uighway 35 south" 
I n l ~ d ~ - t .  " l c i ~ e t  FLatlreaS County line nor th"  
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.......................................................................................................... Respectfully report as fol!owr: That l j i l l  N ( I .  .\{.2:)..#. 

t h i r d  reaitixlcj, LC mended as follows: 

1.. I ~ ~ i t 3 n ~ i  ijage 4 ,  seetion 1, line 11. 
F c l l . o * ~ i i ~ ( j  : " (i) " 

" " -- 
Ir L ~ L .  -. -%rt: " & l l , ~ "  
f"ol lowin(~;  " (ii)'" 
3tri:~cf : !' , ~1:iC47f V) " 

-..-<-- 

2 .  i&~*ncl ;,agt? I ,  section L I  line 12. 
r'ol lowing : "provide" --- 
S . ~ ; r i k s :  ":" 

3. . 2 ~ ? ~ 1 i \ 9  ;,age 4 ,  section 1, l i n e s  13 thruuqh 17. 
Followin3 : line 12 
Stxiha: 3abscction (i) in its entirety 

4. ~ : i ~ ~ ~ i t d  ;DaeJe 4 ,  suction 1, l i n e  18. 
tnri!.,! : d {ii) .' 

> T A T €  PUB. C O .  
I ielena. Morlt. 



5 ,  Awn4 page I ,  aeation I ,  lines 23 through line 1 on rjaqe Is. 
Yul~ading : " ~ c a n s e B  
ritrfkeo "olhal1 ------ cerxfy under 

axcer~rr 0-p 3L0 ulied motor 
calondaretar. a-p-- Xn 1 f g  of 
for a uasd -- motor vehiafe d 

6 .  Wlkend page 5 ,  aeotisn 1, line 6. 
Ytrikez "$15OW 
Inmrtt  "ma 
7. Amand paga 5, seation 1, l ias8 11 through 16. 
F o l l w f n y  t line 10 
Strikar wubssction (2 )  in its entirety 
LLsnwber r aebsequant sub~!~ootf oar 




