
MINUTES 

SENATE RULES COhlMITTEE 

The Sena te  Rules Committee m e t  on March 16 ,  19'77 i n  room 331 

of t h e  c a p i t o l .  Sena tor  Stephens c a l l e d  t h e  meeting t o  o r d e r  a t  

4:05 p.m. P r e s e n t  were Sena to r s  Hazelbaker,  McOiber, Mathers,  

Murphy, Rober t s ,  Stephens ,  and Thiessen.  Ar r iv ing  a f t e r  r o l l  c a l l  

was t a k e n  was Sena tor  Turnage. Alsopresen t  were Nancy Aagenes, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Hershel  Robbins, William Hanson of UPI, Steve  

Moore of A P ,  and Sena tor  McCall~lm, The minutes of t h e  March 4 ,  1977 

meet ing w e r e  approved w i t h  no a d d i t i o n s  o r  c o r r e c t i o n s .  

Sena to r  McOmber r ead  r u l e  6 - 3 4 :  

"No b i l l s ,  except  f o r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l s ,  revenue b i l l s  
and amendments cons idered  by j o i n t  committee need t o  be  
a c t e d  upon ( save  f o r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a commit:tec by t h e  
p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r )  i f  t r a n s m i t t e d  from one house t o  t h e  
o t h e r  a f t e r  t h e  f o r t y - f i f t h  l e g i s l a t i v e  d a y ,  b u t  s h a l l  be 
h e l d  pending i n  t h e  house t o  which it i s  t r a n s m i t t e d  u n l e s s  
two- th i rds  of t h e  members p r e s e n t  and vo t ing  s h a l l  de te rmine  
t h a t  t h e  b i l l  s h a l l  be  a c t e d  upon ..." 

H e  t h e n  s t a t e d  t h a t  it would seem t o  him t h a t  t h e  committee cannot  

t a k e  a c t i o n  on t h e  b i l l  u n t i l  it has  been approved by a  two- th i rds  

vo te  of t h e  members'on t h e  f l o o r .  

Thiessen  p re sen ted  a  formal  s t a t emen t  on House B i l l  122 and 

why i t  should  be accep ted  f o r  a c t i o n  by t h e  Senate .  ( T h i s  s t a t emen t  

i s  w i t h  t h e s e  minutes a s  a t t achment  #I)  

S e n a t o r  Roberts  asked i f  t h e  b i l l  has  been refer re at^ t h e  

Local  Government Committee. 

Sena to r  McOmber s a i d  t h a t  it has been r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Rules 

Committee, b u t  t h a t  t h e  committee has no r i g h t  t o  a c t  on t h e  b i l l  

u n t i l  i t  g e t s  two-thi rds  v o t e  o f  t h e  Sena te .  
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A d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  t ype  of motion needed w a s  he ld .  I t  w a s  

decided t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  motion would be t o  a c t  on t h e  b i l l  and i f  

t h a t  pas sed  a motion would be made t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e  h i l l  t o  Local  

Government Committee. 

A d i s c u s s i o n  was he ld .  Sena to r  Rober t s  s a i d  t h a t  h e  agreed  

w i t h  Sena to r  Thiessen .  H e  f e l t  it would be a shame t o  n o t  c o n s i d e r  

t h i s  b i l l  because of  the amount of tflne s p e n t  on it. He hoped t h a t  

t h e  Sena te  cou ld  be f l e x i b l e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  and n o t  g e t  hung up on  

a t e c h n i c a l i t y .  H e  doubted t h e  b i l l  would p a s s ,  b u t  it would go 

down on i t s  m e r i t s  r a t h e r  t han  on a  t e c h n i c a l i t y .  

Sena to r  Murphy moved t h a t  t h e  chajrman of the Rules Committee, 

a c t i n g  f o r  t h e  committee, move on Sa turday  and ask f o r  a two- th i rds  

v o t e  of t h e  Sena te  t o  approve c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and a c t i o n  on  House 

B i l l  1 2 2 .  

General  d i s c u s s i o n  followed. Sena to r  Thiessen  was excused 

from t h e  meet ing.  

Sena to r  Turnage t h e n  a r r i v e d  and s a i d  t h a t  h e  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  

wording of  t h e  motion. H e  f e l t  t h a t  it would seem l i k e  t h e  Sena tc  

Rules C o m m i t t e e  was endors ing  t h e  b i l l .  The motion w a s  withdrawn 

a f t e r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  and a v o t e  t aken .  

Sena to r  Rober ts  moved a  s u b s t i t u t e  motion t h a t ;  p u r s u a n t  t o  

r u l e  6-34  of  t h e  j o i n t  r u l e s  and House B i l l  1 2 2  b e i n g  t r a n s m i t t e d  

beyond t h e  t r a n s m i t t a l  d a t e ,  he moved t h a t  House B i l l  122 be  con- 

s i d e r e d  and a c t e d  upon by t h e  Sena te -  Motion seconded by Mathers.  
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The mot ion pa s sed  unanimously,  w i t h  a l l  s e n a t o r s  p r e s e n t  

v o t i n g  aye .  

A d i s c u s s i o n  t h e n  c e n t e r e d  around whe ther  t h i s  mot ion w a s  

d e b a t a b l e .  

S e n a t o r  McOmber s a i d  that it was h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  it i s  

a d e b a t a b l e  motion.  H e  t h e n  asked  t h e  group a b o u t  l i m i t i n g  d e b a t e  

on t h e  mot ion.  Should i.t he l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  mot ion,  o r  cou1.d t h e y  

d e b a t e  t h e  body o f  t h e  b i l l ?  

S e n a t o r  Mathers  a sked  i f  it was t h e  g r o u p ' s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

t h a t  r evenue  b i l l s  were i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  motion made a t  t h e  P a s t  

j o i n t  r u l e s  committee mee t ing .  The answer was y e s .  

S i n c e  t h e r e  was no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  mee t i ng  w a s  ad journed  

a t  4:30 p.m. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

JO Ann F. Owens, S e c r e t a r y  

S e n a t o r  S t a n  S t ephens ,  Chairman 

Date approved 



V 

ATTACHMENT I 

STATEMENT TO SENATE RULES COMMITTEE 

SENATOR C .  2 .  THEISSEN 

I f  I had i n t r o d u c e d  House B i l l  1 2 2  a s  a  S e n a t e  B i l . 1 ,  t h e r e  

would h a v e  b e e n  no q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  t h e  S e n a t e  would c o n s i d e r  

t h e  l o c a l  gove rnmen t  code .  The p e o p l e  o f  Montana w i l l  n 6 t  u n d e r -  

s t a n d  o u r  r e f u s a l  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  s a n e  l aw  t h a t  h a s  now b e e n  

r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  by t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

The s u s p e n s i o n  o f  t h e  r u l e s  t o  d e l a y  t h e  d e a d l i n e  f o r  

t r a n s m i t t a l  o f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  a n d  t a x  b i l l s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  

l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  f l e x i b l e  when n e c e s s a r y .  The i m p o r t a n c e  o f  

House B i l l  122 makes i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s u s p e n d  t h e  r u l e s  t o  p e r m i t  

f u l l  S e n a t e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  measu re .  

I t  i s  a l s o  my f i r m  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  S e n a t e  s h o u l d  n o t  w a i t  

t w o  more y e a r s  b e f o r e  it c o n s i d e r s  House B i l l  1.22. 

I h a v e  b e e n  w a i t i n g  f o r  House B i l l .  122  s j n c e  1.959 when I 

w a s  f i r s t  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  Montana L e g i s l a t u r e  o n  a p l a t f o r m  o f  

r e d u c i n g  s t a t e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  l o c a l  gove rnmen t .  

A f t e r  y e a r s  o f  p i e c e  meal  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e d u c e  s t a t e  i n t e r -  

f e r e n c e s  i n  l o c a l  government  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1974 r e q u e s t e d  

t h a t  a r e v i s e d  c o d e  o f  l o c a l  government  l aw  b e  p r e p a r e d .  The 

r e q u e s t  was app roved  by t h e  S e n a t e  48 t o  0.  

A s  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  L o c a l  Government C o m m i t t e e  i n  t h e  

1974 s e s s i o n  I was a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  Commission r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

p r e p a r i n g  t h e  r e v i s e d  c o d e  o f  l o c a l  g o v e r n v e n t  l aws  and  have  

s e r v e d  o n  t h a t  cornmission w i t h  f o u r  l o c a l  o f f i c a l s ,  o n e  c i t i z e n ,  

and  t h r e e  o t h e r  l e g i s l a t o r s  i n c l u d i n g  f o r m e r  R e p u b l i c a n  S e n a t o r  

G len  Drake .  

Both  S e n a t o r  Drake and  I c o n s i d e r e d  it a  p r i v i l e g e  t o  

r e p r e s e n t  t h e  S e n a t e  i n  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  t a s k  o f  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  l oca l  



, SATURDAY, March 1 9 ,  1977  

P u r s u a n t  t o  S J R  6-34 o f  t h e  J o i n t  R u l e s ,  w i t h  House Bill 122  
b e i n g  t r a n s m i t t e d  beyond t h e  t r a n s m i t t a l  d a t e ,  I move t h a t  
House B i l l  122  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a n d  a c t e d  upon by t h e  Sen-ate .  
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